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The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are  
guided by the Holy 
Spirit  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 
 Pastor’s Reflections 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
 
Today we celebrate Epiphany, which used to be called “Little Christmas,” but 
was actually the Church’s first celebration of Christmas. Epiphany is about 
seeing Jesus the true Light. Jesus’ preaching, life, death and resurrection, 
became a revelation of God to every single person, no exceptions.  
 
Francis David, who during the Reformation, was a Catholic who became a 
Lutheran, then a Calvinist, then a member of what is now the Universalist 
faith, said, “We need not think alike to love alike.” St. Paul put it this way, “in 
every nation, whoever fears God and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.” 
 
With today’s feast of Epiphany, we celebrate that Jesus is a special revela-
tion of God. God enters the underside of human life, something we might 
never have known. He does not hesitate to suffer as we do, even to suffer at 
the hands of sin, disgrace and death. He became a light to all nations—not a 
light instead of other lights, not the light that puts out all others, but that most 
rare and poignant beam of all. His glow gives fiber and strength and depth to 
each and every other light that shines. 
 
Epiphany’s conflicts are boldly drawn. Light fights night. The joy of discovery 
ends long wandering. Truth foils deception. The Magi symbolize our noblest 
human efforts. They are wise ones, star-gazers, people of philosophy, sci-
ence, and treasure. Epiphany is a missionary feast. The Magi go trekking for 
the truth. Finding it, they give homage, not to the high and mighty Herod, but 
to the child of the Most High. Herod is not only a liar and a killer, he is afraid. 
He is threatened by the child, this defenseless babe who has no power other 
than the strength to engage our hope. 
 
January, and the beginning of a new year, calls us to start again. I pray that 
we have renewed hope for our nation, our Church, and world at large. And 
that God will bless us – no exceptions! I pray that we not give in to hatred, 
bitterness, or greed; that as true disciples, we follow the only one who gives 
life and light. 
 
For me personally, January is about new beginnings, too. January of 2016 
was my start at St. Francis. January 2018, is that start of my being adminis-
trator of this parish until the end of June – one week down already, and only 
25 to go! So far, so good! But truly, I am looking forward to this time, espe-
cially since the longer I am here, the more I seem to fall in love with this com-
munity. I am uplifted by the Christian Charity that is here, and the deep pray-
er and devotion that is part of this community. I hope that we will continue to 
be a light (for many years yet to come) to others who are searching, that they 
will be led to a deeper faith in Christ Jesus. 
 

A Blessed New Year to you all! 
 

Fr. Steve Dombrowski 
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This week at St. Francis 

 

Want a more peaceful, joyful and fulfilled life?  
Join men and women to listen to Janene Ternes, 
Founder of Prayer in Motion, as she guides you  
towards a more intimate connection with God.  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Painting by Sue Flanagan, St. Francis of Assisi Parishioner  

 
“Living in the Light - Movement Prayer -  

Workshop” 
St. Francis of Assisi Church - St. Francis Center 

 
Saturday, April 14th   
9:30 AM – 3:00 PM 

More details to follow in future Bulletins 
 

Hope to see you there!  

♦ SFYG Mini Retreat (DFC) 
♦ Knights of Columbus Anniversary Mass, 12:00 pm 

(CH) 
♦ CJB Pack 400 Pinewood Derby, 1:30 pm (UH) 

Sunday, January 14 

♦ Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 am (GR) 
♦ Religious Ed (B), 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Knights of Columbus, 7:00 pm (GR) 

Wednesday, January 10 

♦ CJB Pack 400 Meeting, 6:45 pm (UH) 
♦ A.A. Meeting, 7:30 pm (NR) 

Friday, January 12 

♦ SFYG Mini Retreat (SFC) 
♦ CJB Pack 400 Pit Day, 10:00 am (UH) 
♦ Marian Movement, 10:15 am (NR) 

Saturday, January 13 

♦ Bunco, 1:00 pm (GR) 

Thursday, January 11 

• Prayer Shawl Ministry, 12:30 pm (SFR) 
• Religious Ed, Grades K-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
• Religious Ed, Grades 4-8, 7:00 pm (SFC) 

Tuesday, January 09 
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Join us for an evening celebrating award-winning Catholic e 
ducation and CJB family friendships. Dine and dance with us at  

 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School 
2018 Gala Fundraiser 

Tinley Park Convention Center, South Ballroom 
18451 Convention Center Drive, Tinley Park 
Saturday, February 24, 7:00pm – 12:00am 

 
Ticket Price: $55 per person 

Includes: plated dinner, dessert, soft drinks, coffee 
 

Featuring: silent auction using mobile bidding by Gesture,  
live auction, basket raffles and dueling pianos – Felix and  

Fingers 
 

If you have any questions, please contact the Gala  
Committee at CJBGala@gmail.com.  

 
Visit our website at www.cjbgala.org or to purchase  

tickets at www.cjbgala18.gesture.com  
 

SPONSORS: 
 

The Shankman Family  
 

Palermo’s on 63rd St. in Frankfort   
 

MJK Law Firm 
 

 

January, 2018 
 
 
 
Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parishioner: 
 
We invite you to attend our Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 
Open House on Sunday, January 28, from 1 – 3pm.  Sponsored by four 
parishes (St. Francis of Assisi, St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Julie Billiart, and 
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr), CJB is your Pre-K through 8th Grade 
Catholic parish school.   
 
We are pleased to announce that CJB offers full-day and half-day 3-
year-old and 4-year-old Pre-K and we continue to provide full-day Kin-
dergarten, as well!  As we continue to grow, we have so much to be 
proud of!  Did you know that CJB was named a Blue Ribbon School of 
Excellence (since 2008) by the U.S. Department of Education?!  (This 
distinction is earned by being in the top 15% of the nation’s schools in 
Reading and Mathematics, based on the scores of nationally-normed 
tests.)  In addition to Blue Ribbon academic excellence, our faith-based 
daily religious instruction, shared communal prayer and weekly Mass 
attendance contribute to shaping the lives of our students.  Children are 
also encouraged to maximize their God-given talents by participating in 
extra-curricular activities, from athletics to choir to drama club.  And, in 
addition to these opportunities, our students volunteer their time in local 
community service projects.  Our school patron, Joseph Cardinal Ber-
nardin, former Archbishop of Chicago, devoted his life to issues of so-
cial justice, peace and the sanctity of human life.  It is important to us 
that his legacy remains a part of CJB. 
 
We have high expectations of Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic 
School students.  We challenge them academically, and we strive to 
instill in them the Gospel values.  CJB provides a loving and nurturing 
environment in which children grow intellectually, spiritually, physically 
and emotionally.  If this is the kind of school that you would like for your 
child, we look forward to welcoming you to our Open House on January 
28. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rev. Steven Dombrowski, Associate Pastor 
Mary Iannucilli, Principal 
 
 
P.S.   Registration for the 2018-2019 school year is OPEN now!  Visit 
www.cjbschool.org to complete an online application.  CJB will continue 
to accept applications until all spaces are filled.  As a registered, prac-
ticing parishioner, your children are eligible for enrollment at an “in-
parish” rate.  (“Practicing” parishioners are Catholics who consistently 
attend Mass, send their children to Religious Education or Catholic 
school, and support their parish with time, talent, and treasure.  This is 
an on-going expectation during years of enrollment at CJB.  Use of 
parish envelopes is expected.) 

The “Angel Fund” 
 

Each year, across the nation, Catholic schools are recog-
nized at their home parishes at weekend masses and with 
special events at school during “Catholic Schools Week.”  
This year, the celebration for our parish school, Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin Catholic School (CJB), will begin with 
liturgies at weekend masses on January 27 and 28.  There 
will be an amazing Open House at CJB on Sunday, January 
28 from 1p-3p.  (If you have never visited us, please make it 
a point to stop by and see your parish school!) Then, through-
out the week, special events will be held at CJB, culminating 
with a special school liturgy on Friday, February 2, 2018.  As 
always, we celebrate the strong program of faith formation at 
CJB, our nationally-recognized blue-ribbon academics, and 
the selfless involvement of students and staff in a variety of 
service projects. 
 
Three years ago, CJB’s sponsoring parishes began a special 
collection known as the “Angel Fund.”    This collection is 
taken up one weekend during the year at the start of Catholic 
Schools Week.  The Angel Fund is meant to assist families 
from our sponsoring parishes who may need help financially, 
in order to assist them in sending their children to CJB.    Any 
donation you are able to make is greatly appreciated.  This 
special collection will take place the weekend of January 27 
and 28.   Thank you for your kindness. 
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Our next meeting is:   
 

Tuesday, January 16  
at 1:00 PM  

 

We will discuss:  “The Girl with  
Seven Names: A North Korean  

Defector’s Story,”  
by Hyeonseo Lee 

St. Francis 
Book Club 

Meets the third Tuesday of most 
months, in the Niehaus Room. 

Feb. 20, 2018:  “The Boys in the Boat: Nine  
Americans and Their Quest for Gold in the 1936  

Berlin Olympics,” by Daniel James Brown 

 

“Heavenly Father, thank you for the 
precious gift of life. Help us to cherish 
and protect this gift, even in the midst 
of fear, pain, and suffering. … Grant 
us the humility to accept help when we 
are in need, and teach us to be merci-
ful to all.”   

  
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “Every Life is 

Worth Living” Prayer Card, https://goo.gl/iF9daj 

Thank you, too for the help of their parents at practic-
es and on Christmas Eve. A special thank you to 
Ethan David, and to our altar servers Hailey & John 
Dwyer. 

Thank you to our 4th graders for their beautiful enact-
ment of the Gospel on Christmas Eve. Gabriel Sin-
tich, Ava Rooks, Luciana Bongiovanni, Grace Bryant, 
Ynna David, Kaylie Grossi, Emily Ratkovich, Matthew 
Drynan Nicholas Elizondo & Maxwell Posner.  

MARCH FOR LIFE CHICAGO 
  
You are invited to the Chicago March for Life to 
be held on Sunday, January 14, 2018 from 
2:00pm - 4:00pm. You have a great opportunity 
to express your support for life at the Chicago 
March for Life. Assemble at Federal Plaza 
( 200 S Dearborn St , Chicago , 60604), march 
north to the State of Illinois Building, and then 
march back to Federal Plaza. The route is 
about 1.2 miles long. Speakers will include: 
Cardinal Blasé Cupich; Ramona Trevino, for-
mer Planned Parenthood Director; Donald J. 
Hying, Bishop of Gary, Indiana; Pat McCaskey, 
co-owner of the Chicago Bears, and more. 
  
St. Julie Billiart Church, 7339 W. 159th St., 
Tinley Park, IL is sponsoring free bus trans-
portation leaving at approximately 12:45pm 
and returning at 5:00pm.  Sign-up by calling 
their parish office at 708-429-6767.  All are 
welcome. 
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Mass for Life - January 21, 2018  
 

The Multi-Parish Respect Life Knowledge and Prayer Se-
ries announces a special concelebrated Mass For Life.   
 
The pastors of Our Lady of the Woods, St. Francis of Assi-
si, St. Michael, St. Bernard’s, Our Mother of Good Counsel 
and Annunciation Byzantine Catholic parishes, will concele-
brate this unique liturgy on Sunday, January 21st, at 6:00 
PM at Our Lady of the Woods Church, 10731 W. 131st 
St. Orland Park.  This Mass begins the sixth year of the 
Knowledge and Prayer series sponsored by the 6 parishes 
above. Come to the Mass and receive the 2018 full year 
schedule of events.   
  
(This Mass is celebrated in solidarity with March for Life to 
take place on Friday, January 19th in Washington, D.C. 
The March began as a small demonstration on January 22, 
1974, the first anniversary of the now-infamous Supreme 
Court decisions in Roe v Wade and Doe v Bolton, then 
rapidly grew to be the largest pro-life event in the world.  
The peaceful demonstration, on this somber anniversary 
each year since, is a witness to the truth concerning the 
greatest human rights violation of our time, legalized abor-
tion on demand. People of many faiths or no faith across 
the US participate in this event by sending representatives 
to stand for the sacredness of human life from conception 
to natural death. 
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T hank you to 
all the families 
and individu-

als who came out to 
help fill stockings 
and care packages 
for Catholic Chari-
ties.   
 
Thanks to your gen-
erosity of time, talent 
and treasure, we 
were able to fill and 
deliver 500 Christ-

mas stockings and 
185 care packages.  
Included in the care 
packages were 
scarves that were 
crotched or knit by 
the women of St. 
Francis’ Prayer 
Shawl ministry.  
 
Special thanks to the 
prayer shawl minis-
try, Sheila, Bill, 
Frank, Katie, Teri, 
Jerri, Lorraine and all 
of the amazing vol-
unteers.              
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Adult Faith Formation 
AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 
As a New Year begins, I 
want to use this space, 
to discuss both the 
planning and building of 
our Center for For-
mation (the building on 
“the Hill”). Additionally, I 
want to discuss the vari-
ety of    religious educa-
tion programs that as-
sist both parents and 
children, as well as 
youth and adults.  
 
My goal is to describe 
the past and learn from 
it, so to build on that 
foundation to meet chal-
lenges faced today.  
The challenge:  to pass 
on our faith to the next 
generation.   
 
I am not sure if the St. 
Francis Center has ever 
been given a formal a 
title, so this is the name 
I will use. The initial pur-
pose of the building was 
to provide space to con-
duct Religious Educa-
tion sessions for parish 
children who attend 
public school. In addi-
tion, the facility would 
be used for catechist 
preparation and parent 
meetings. Also provi-
sion was made for 
Christ Renews His Par-
ish weekends.  
 
To be clear, Religious 
Education also de-

scribes the religious 
instruction of St. Francis 
children enrolled at Car-
dinal Bernardin School, 
our parish regional 
Catholic School.  
 
To provide background 
for a reflection about 
religious education, I 
want to share my expe-
riences. These early 
experiences, shared by 
a particular generation, 
will help, I hope, provide 
a context for our Center 
and my understanding 
of religious education.   
 
My experience of Reli-
gious Education will be 
similar to many in my 
generation.  To a 
younger generation, 
especially  those now 
beginning families,  
these experiences will 
represent the “olden 
days” similar to  black 
and white television with 
only 4 channels,  party 
line dial phones, and so 
many other archaic ex-
amples. Our challenge 
is to learn from previous 
experience to build a 
strong future.    
 
I began elementary 
school in 1949 St. Hele-
na of the Cross School.  
There were at least   50 
children in each class 
room, all taught by reli-

gious sisters, the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame. 
It was an education in 
fundamentals, support-
ed by parents. There 
was, to the best of my 
recollection, no individu-
al help for students with 
learning disabilities – 
except for reading 
groups determined by 
ability.  Parents had no 
voice in school policy – 
this was the sphere of 
the pastor and principal.   
 
High School was 
Quigley Seminary – 
Chestnut and Rush – in 
the heart of the Gold 
Coast.  The student 
population was all boys, 
who traveled daily from 
all parts of Chicago and 
the suburbs. All had had 
some desire to be a 
priest.  
 
The entire faculty, ex-
cept for the gym teach-
ers, were priests of the 
Archdiocese. Most had 
advanced degrees 
which they obtained af-
ter ordination. It was a 
classical education, Lat-
in, Greek were require-
ments. There were few 
electives; all took the 
same courses. Classes 
were on Saturday with 
Thursdays as the day 
off.  
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The environment of my 
elementary and high 
school education was 
Catholic; taught com-
pletely by religious to an 
all Catholic student 
body. Many of the ele-
mentary texts were writ-
ten to teach a “Catholic” 
perspective. The admin-
istration was completely 
directed by religious. 
Lay people, either as 
parents, faculty, or ad-
ministration organiza-
tion played no role in 
this education. 

MINISTRY 
MOMENTS 
THIS WEEK:  
Sr Gael Gensler 

Throughout 2018, this 
page will include reflec-
tions from staff and parish-
ioners highlighting their 
ministry involvement. 

 
Hello!  I’m Sr. Gael 
Gensler.  I’ve been in 
the parish since Octo-
ber of 2016.  I presently 
live with another sisters 
in my community – the 
Sisters of St. Francis, 
Clinton, IA.  We live in 
Tinley Park near the 
roller skating rink.  I 
grew up on the farm in 

northern Illinois – one of 
ten children. 
 
I’m involve in a variety 
of ministries here at St. 
Francis but the one I 
want to share about is 
our outreach to Sacred 
Heart Mission in Hop-
kins Park, an unincorpo-
rated area in Pembroke 
Township near Kanka-
kee.  It is the third poor-
est township in the 
USA.  Check it out on 
the internet. 
 
A few years ago St. 
Francis participated in 
an Archdiocesan pro-
gram called Parish 
Transformation.  One of 
its focus was to estab-
lish an adult mission 
outreach similar to our 
teen mission experi-
ence.  Rather than look 
afar, we looked close to 
home in order to make it 
more doable for busy 
adults.  After our initial 
contact with Sr. Mary 

Beth and Sr. Dorothy, 
Servants of the Holy 
Heart of Mary, who live 
and work in Hopkins 
Parks, we agreed to 
come on the first Sun-
day of the month to cel-
ebrate with parishioners 
at the Noon Mass – their 
only weekend Mass – 
and provide for fellow-
ship after Mass in order 
to meet the parishioners 
and learn their stories. 
 
I look forward to our 
monthly visits.  We have 
become friends.  They 
have so much to teach 
us about how to be joy-
filled regardless of their 
life situation.  I encour-
age you to come with us 
some Sunday and ex-
plore how we together 
share our love of our 
faith and give thanks to 
God for our many bless-
ings.  Your heart will be 
touched and your faith 
renewed! 

GOD’S PROMISE TO ALL PEOPLE 
Copyright (c) J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Today Isaiah reminds 
the people of God that 
the land shall be re-
stored to their posses-
sion, they shall rejoice 
to see their people re-
turn from the bondage 
of exile, and that they 
shall be a light to the 
nations.  In other words, 
through the people of 
Israel, the Savior shall 
come to all people who 
seek God with a sincere 
heart.  

This brings joy and the 
radiance of God's glory 
to all the world and to all 
people everywhere. 
Through the fidelity of 
the people of God, and 
through God's fidelity to 
them, all people shall 
become God's children 
and rejoice in the fulfill-
ment of God's promise 
to Israel. 
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S A V E   T H E   D A T E S: 
 

INITIAL TRAINING  
FOR EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

THURSDAYS, FEB. 8 & 15, 2018  
ST. SYMPHOROSA SCHOOL HALL 6125 S. AUS-
TIN AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60638 (773)767-1523 7:00 
PM - 9:15 PM  
 
Presenter:  Marge Garbacz is the Director of Mission 
Integration and Pastoral Care at Franciscan Village 
Continuing Care Retirement Community in Lemont. 

RCIA Update - The first public ritual for the un-
baptized inquirer is the Rite of Acceptance into 
the Order of Catechumens. Whenever a number 
of inquirers are ready, the rite may be celebrated 
and the inquirers will become catechumens. It is 
usually celebrated on a Sunday.   
 
On Sunday, January 21st, we will celebrate this 
ritual with 5 adults and 5 children.  We will also 
celebrate the Rite of Welcome with 3 candidates 
(they have already been baptized) who desire to 
be received into the full communion of the Catho-
lic Church.   
 
Please keep all of our catechumens and candi-
dates in your pray as they move towards full initia-
tion at the Easter Vigil.  God continues to bless 

Welcome Fr. Michael 
(Mike) Schaab who will be 
assisting Fr. Steve while 
Fr. Artur is on sabbatical.  

Fr. Mike will be here Jan 9 
– 16 and Feb. 9 – 13; re-
turning also in May and 

June. 
 

Fr. Mike is a retired priest 
from the Peoria Diocese 

where he served as Director 
of Religious Education and 
pastor at several parishes.   

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 

Where on earth would you go to honor the magi? Iran 
or Saudi Arabia, Tarshish or the Isles come to mind, 
but Cologne, Germany would be a good choice. There 
the Shrine of the Three Kings has been the center-
piece of the city's cathedral since the fourth century. 
Today it is the largest reliquary in the world: a gilded 
and ornamented triple casket gleaming high above the 
altar. In the fourth century, the supposed relics of the 
wise men were taken from Constantinople to Milan, 
where they remained until the German Emperor with 
the unlikely name Frederick Barbarossa (Red Beard) 
gave them to the Archbishop of Cologne. Ever since, 
pilgrims have streamed into the city to honor the magi, 
the first of all pilgrims, and thus the heavenly patrons 
of all who have some holy wanderlust. 
 
This largest Gothic cathedral in Europe today was be-
gun in the mid-1200s to house the relics. In medieval 
times, the relics in a city's possession were often the 
key to a sound international economy. The reliquary 
was last opened in 1864, and the remains of three 
men were indeed discovered. The cathedral is well 
worth a visit, with enormous twin spires forming the 
largest façade of any church in the world (it is the mod-
el for St. Patrick's in New York). Construction began in 
1248 and ended in 1880, a six-hundred-year project. 
Today, it is a World Heritage Site, described by the 
U.N. as "an exceptional work of human creative geni-
us." This great treasure of our tradition suffered four-
teen direct bomb hits in World War II but did not col-
lapse. It survived while the city burned around it, pre-
served, the townspeople say, by three heavenly pa-
trons. 
 

~ Rev. James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 
 
 

February 16, 2018 
4:30 to 7:00 PM 
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Mom’s of St. Francis Group Survey 
 
Looking for support from  other moms? 

Want to have strong friendships with      
women in the same vocation? 

Looking for doable ways to build your faith 
life? 

All moms of any age children are encouraged 
to participate in the survey: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/N6X769Z 
 
Please complete the survey by January 8 
Help us create a new group at St. Francis. 
 

Email: Alana Mitrovich  
ammitrovich@gmail.com 
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Saturday, January 06 
5:15 PM  Josephine Mathius, rq. by Marvin Mathius and Tom  
   Murphy, rq. by John & Virginia Zbos and John McCormick,   
  rq. by McCormick Family  
 
Sunday, January 07 
7:30 AM  Jean & Marguerite Abt, Valentine & Adele Bay, Robert Abt,  
   Laura Desimpel & Frances Umporowicz, rq. by Emil      
  Skorup 
 
9:00 AM  Rose Hanley, rq. by Richard & Linda Misiorowski and Don     
  Gray, rq. by John & Virginia Zbos and Denise Klovens, rq.   
  by Maureen & Dennis Niswonger 
 
10:30 AM  Margaret Kulovitz, rq. by Carol & Coy Alexander and  
   Cecilia Fittante, rq. by Lee Knapik & Family and Rick     
   Kush, rq. by Phyllis Sullivan 
 
12:00 PM   People of St. Francis 
 
Monday, January 08 
7:45 AM  Mary Biedron, rq. by Kay Cernak & Dorothy Hallisey 
     
Tuesday, January 09 
7:45 AM  Mary Biedron, rq. by Cecilia Murphy and Tom Murphy, rq.   
    by Gina & John Gorski 
 
Wednesday, January 10 
7:45 AM   People of St. Francis 
      
Thursday, January 11 
7:45 AM   Rose Koetzle, rq. by Rosemary & Stephen Zielinski 
 
Friday, January 12 
7:45 AM   People of St. Francis  
 
Saturday, January 13 
5:15 PM   Brian Petrick, rq. by Rita Costanzo and Loretta  
   Niedzwiadek, rq. by Tarasuk Family and Timothy Sullivan, 
   rq. by Mike & Mary Foley 
 
Sunday, January 14 
7:30 AM  Marie Jeanne Skorup, rq. by Emil Skorup and Denise  
   Klovens, rq. by Bernie & Sue Flanagan and Mary Patricia 
   Flynn, rq. by Kay Flanagan 
 
9:00 AM  Schweiger & Norris Families, rq. by Family and Lucja     
   Jaworski, rq. by Richard & Linda Misiorowski and Kathleen  
   McQuinn, rq. by Kay & Jerry Saletta 
 
10:30 AM  Ann & Everett Janachowski, rq. by Mr. & Mrs. Cuci and    
   Lorraine Enguita, rq. by Jackie O’Malley & Family and     
   Mary Dolores McNamara, rq. by Mallow Family 
 
12:00 PM  People of St. Francis 
 

 

David Burberry 
John Coyle 

Ruth Crocono 
Jim & Catherine Dillon 

Erv Erdman 
Holly Fedor 

Sandy Gibson 
Jean Hornick 

Leona Howard 
Dr. Jim Kline 
Angie Latek 

Bill Lorden 
Madelon Lorden 

Mike Michor 
Karen Mitera Panozzo 

Sharon Rohan 
Paul Thompson 

Vern Tuttle 
Gina Vitucci 

Frank Wierzbowski 
Barb Wilson 

Vito Zotto 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially: 

 

 

Valeria Adame 
Robert Bourdage 
Genevieve Marco 

Terry O’Gara 

Monday:   Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-
38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10 or Is 12:2-3, 
4bcd-6; Mk 1:7-11 
 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20 or 1 Sm 1:1-8 and 1 Sm 1:9-
20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Mk 1:21-28 or Mk 1:14-20 
and Mk 1:21-28 
 

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5, 7-10; 
Mk 1:29-39 
 

Thursday:   1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25; 
Mk 1:40-45 
 

Friday:  1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19; Mk 2:1-
12 
 

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Ps 21:2-7; Mk 
2:13-17 
 

Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 
6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 
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Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

 

With joy, we announce the  
marriages of... 

 John Schmeski & Shauna Scanlan 
and 

Scott Gunther & Traci Bianchi 
on 

December 31, 2017 
 

May your lives always be blessed 
with God’s love! 

 12/31/17 Year to Date 

Budgeted $   23,065.00     $  622,755.00 

Collected $   20,804.00 $  641,698.00 

Net ($     2,261.00) $    18,943.00 

      .   
Go to our website, www.sfaorland.org and press the “Donate 

Now” button or www.sfaorland.org and press the “Donate Now” 
button.  You can also use the yellow form in your envelope  

packet or call the office to sign up: 708-460-0042 

 Jan. 13 
5:15 PM 

Jan. 14 
7:30 AM 

Jan. 14 
9:00 AM 

Jan. 14 
10:30 AM 

Jan. 14 
12:00 PM 

Presidor Fr. Mike Schaab Steven Dombrowski Fr. Mike Schaab Rich Young Rich Young 

Deacon Daniel Carroll VOLUNTEER NOW Daniel Carroll Michael Pindelski Michael Pindelski 

Sacristan Valerie Piazza Dolores Grekowicz Barbara Basila Wendy Freer Jean Nielsen 

Lector William Farrell (1) 
James Walsh (2) 

Kyle Laird (1) 
Patricia Flynn (2) 

Casimir (Casey) Pytel 
(1) 
Katharine Pytel (2) 

Greg Moe (1) 
Rachel Weber (2) 

John Pacholski (1) 
Sheila Pacholski (2) 

Eucharistic Minister 

Daniel Carroll 
Robert Funk 
H. Paul Harms 
Diania Kufta 
Katherine Nicholson 
Peter Piazza 
Valerie Piazza 
Fr Mike Schaab 
Anita Sweeney 
Susan Vari 
John Zubik 
Sandra Zubik 

Joyce Bakotic 
Olga Bartell 
Steven Dombrowski 
Michael Doyle 
Patricia Doyle 
Dolores Grekowicz 
Richard Klein 
Lorraine Martenson 
Sharon McCaffrey 
Tricia Vidinich 

Barbara Basila 
Michael Basila 
Kathleen Biederman 
Daniel Carroll 
Kathleen Cech 
Thomas Cech 
Pat Depcik 
Diane Heatter 
Rosemary Januszyk 
Terry Reger 
Fr Mike Schaab 
Mary Vaas 

Susan Campagna 
Victoria Carlo 
Wendy Freer 
Mary Greenan 
George Kaminski 
Rob Klein 
Toni Klein 
Alana Mitrovich 
Sharon Moe 
Cynthia Patrick 
Michael Pindelski 
Rich Young 

Diane Budz 
Mary Burmeister 
Cathy Kara 
Robert Long 
Linda McCormick 
Timothy McCormick 
Mary Jo Noreikis 
Michael Pindelski 
Margaret Sabadosa 
Rich Young 

Altar Server 
Kaylie Grossi 
Anthony Picciolini 
Drew Snaidauf 

Ellen Conway 
Erin Conway 
Ava Franzese 

Michael Bonaminio 
Nicholas Bonaminio 
Sophia Bonaminio 

Kevin Moe 
Nora Treacy 
Erica Winjum 

Cecilia Kane 
Josh Kane 
Ryan Kane 

Usher 

Robert Adamowski 
(HU) 
Nancy Sullivan 
Renee Farrell 
Richard Rzeszutko 
Alice Rzeszutko 
Mike Zoladz 

Jeffrey Belski (HU) 
Paula Belski 
James Pedersen 
Mike Olk 

Kenneth Heatter (HU) 
Peter Walsh 
George Kelley 
Brian Barrett 
Greg Gervais 
Diane Mackowiak 

Janet Fifer (HU) 
Gregory Fifer 
John Coyle 
John Glass 
Janice Ota 
Lynn Pajon 

Don (David) Hodson 
(HU) 
Rosalie Hodson 
Joan Ondrus 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church build-
ing.  The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, 
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed 
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays.  The Eucharistic 
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day.  The Chapel is 
located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone:  460-0042 Fax:  460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant:  Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists:  Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Andy Bakes, Joe Boyce, Eric 
Franklin, Michael Higgins 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Phone:  460-0155, 
Fax:  460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 
(mkrzyminski@...) 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
Phone:  708-403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)   
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
BULLETIN 
Editor:  Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send 
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office. 
 
PARISH LIBRARY           
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library  
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY: 5:15 PM  SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY:  7:45 AM 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the 
Religious Education Center.  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Saturday sessions meet 
from 8:30—10:00 a.m.  Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sun-
days during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th 
grade, September-April.  Call 708-460-0155 for more information.   
 
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary 
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis.  For registration 
information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 

Become a Catholic 
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested 
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042. 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday, 
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass.  Those of advanced age or suf-
fering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.   
 
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital.  Please call 460-0042. 

 
Baptisms 

Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 1:30.  Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to 
make arrangements.  A baptismal conference will be set up with the 
parents.   
 

Marriages 
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance 
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church 
date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more de-
tails. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and 
Lent.  Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 

 
Registration 

You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a 
registration form which is found in Church.   
 

Boundaries 
North:  135th St.     South:  183rd St.  

West:  Will-Cook Road      
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St. 

104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St. 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(ON SABBATICAL JAN-JUN, 2018) 

REV. STEVEN DOMBROWSKI, Associate Pastor 
(sdombrowski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mak1950@sbcglobal.net) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 
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