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The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are  
guided by the Holy 
Spirit  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 
 Pastor’s Reflections 

This weekend’s liturgies return us to Ordinary Time. Due to the late celebra-
tion of Epiphany (last weekend), the Baptism of the Lord was celebrated on 
Monday, the eighth.   
 
But I feel the feast of the Baptism of the Lord is very important.  I have men-
tioned before that it is yet another epiphany – or – manifestation of who Je-
sus is; this time as an adult. 
 
I feel it is important because Baptism is initiation. It can also be viewed as 
surrender to God; so Jesus’ Baptism was a surrender to God’s will. And it 
becomes more than just a turning point in his life. It gives us a huge clue as 
to who Jesus is and how he lived. 
 
In terms of the liturgical calendar, we move now to Jesus’ public ministry 
and have the opportunity to examine even more closely what our call is as 
disciples of the Lord. 
 
What else does this mean for us? We are connected to each other in the 
sacraments of initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. Perhaps, if 
we are honest, we need to give more reflection to our role as members of 
this Church, as members of this parish Community? In Baptism we are 
called to service – to ministry – to recognize and use our gifts and talents to 
build up God’s Kingdom. 
 
Today’s readings are about “call.” First we hear the call of Samuel, then the 
call of the first disciples as told by John. Andrew gets his brother, Peter, 
whom Jesus calls “Cephas,” that is “rock.” 
 
There is something enormous about being called by name. We are called 
by name at the biggest moments of our lives – birth, baptism, confirmation, 
marriage, holy orders. 
 
In the gospel, Jesus asks, “What are you looking for?” To me, it asking “For 
what do you hunger? Are you seeking God? Is there something about me 
that answers the deep desire of your heart?”  
 
Fr. John Foley, SJ, wrote, “God can call any of us by a name that reaches 
all the way down into our souls, to a place that we do not even know about! 
Our job is to hear and to grow.” 
 
For me that is a constant goal – to hear, then certainly to respond, and 
hopefully because of that, to grow. 
 
Do you sense inside of yourself a voice whispering such an invitation, call-
ing you by your real name, calling you to be an partner of the Christ of 
God? 

~ Fr. Steve Dombrowski 
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This week at St. Francis 

♦ Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast (UH) 
♦ RCIA Rite of Acceptance, 10:30 am (GR, NR) 
♦ Xtreme Youth Pizza and…, 11:30 am (SFR) 

Sunday, January 21 

♦ Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 am (GR) 
♦ Religious Ed (A), Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 

Wednesday, January 17 

♦ Coffee And… after morning mass (with Sisters of the 
Servants of the Lord (GR) 

♦ A.A. Meeting, 7:30 pm (NR) 

Friday, January 19 

♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 8:30 am (SFC) 
♦ Third Grade Mass Lesson II, 4:30 pm (UH) 
♦ Third Grade Mass & Coffee And, 5:25 pm (CH, GR) 

Saturday, January 20 

♦ Seniors Club, 12:00 pm (SFC) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ St. Vincent de Paul Meeting, 7:00 pm (NR) 

Thursday, January 18 

♦ Book Club, 1:00 pm (NR) 
♦ Xtreme Team Adult Leaders Meeting, 7:00 pm 

(SFR) 

Tuesday, January 16 

RCIA Update - The first public ritual for the un-
baptized inquirer is the Rite of Acceptance into 
the Order of Catechumens. Whenever a number 
of inquirers are ready, the rite may be celebrated 
and the inquirers will become catechumens. It is 
usually celebrated on a Sunday.   
 
On Sunday, January 21st, we will celebrate this 
ritual with 5 adults and 5 children.  We will also 
celebrate the Rite of Welcome with 3 candidates 
(they have already been baptized) who desire to 
be received into the full communion of the Catho-
lic Church.   
 
Please keep all of our catechumens and candi-
dates in your pray as they move towards full initia-
tion at the Easter Vigil.  God continues to bless 

♦ Parish and Religious Ed Offices closed 
♦ Mass at 9:00 am 
♦ SFYG mini-retreat @ SFC 
♦ Xtreme Youth Ski Trip, off campus 

Monday, January 15 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY 
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The Helping Hands Committee collects toiletries for Ronald McDon-
ald House Charities® Chicagoland & Northwest Indiana (RMHC CNI).  
Hotel/travel size donations of shampoo, conditioner, soap, body lo-
tion, toothbrushes, toothpaste, shower caps, combs, etc. are donated 
to the Ronald McDonald House® in Oak Lawn.  The items will be 

used by families staying at the Ronald 
McDonald House® while their child is 
hospitalized at Advocate Children’s 
Hospital. 
 
You can place your unopened toilet-
ries in the plastic bin located off the 
narthex in the coat room. The Ronald 
McDonald House and the families 
staying there appreciate our dona-
tions.  Any questions, call Kay, 260-
241-4873. 

Keeping Families Close®  
 

RMHC® - Providing care, resources for families with  
sick children, far from home 

  

 

Welcome Fr. Michael 
(Mike) Schaab who will 
be assisting Fr. Steve 
while Fr. Artur is on  

sabbatical.  Fr. Mike will 
be here Jan 9 – 16 and 
Feb. 9 – 13; returning 
also in May and June. 

 
Fr. Mike is a retired priest 
from the Peoria Diocese 

where he served as Direc-
tor of Religious Education 

and pastor at several  
parishes.   

HOSPITAL VISITATIONS 
 

Time spent in a hospital is difficult. It is during such times as these that the 
community of St. Francis seeks to hold our parishioners in prayer. It is a 
time to reach out to our parishioners with a pastoral visit. We, on staff, are 
always seeking better ways to serve the needs of our parishioners. In light 
of this, when a parishioner enters one of the local hospitals and they would 
like a pastoral visit, I ask that the patient or a member of the family person-
ally contact the parish office at 708-460-0042.  
 
I ask that the patient or the most immediate member of the family makes 
this request in order to respect the privacy of the parishioner. Please leave 
the name of the patient, what hospital they are in and the room number 
and this information will be relayed to me. Palos Health Hospital and Silver 
Cross Hospital are the two hospitals in the area that I am able to respond 
to.   
 
It is my prayer to reach out to those who would like a visit from their parish 
deacon. May God bless all who are experiencing health issues in their life 
and in the lives of their loved ones. 
 

Deacon Michael Kiley 
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Please Make Your Gift to the  
2018 Annual Catholic Appeal 

 

“Come, Follow Me” 
 

Many families in our parish will be receiving the 
Annual Catholic Appeal request mailing from Car-
dinal Cupich. On behalf of those served by the 
ministries and services funded by the ACA, we 
thank you for your gifts. Please return your re-
sponse as soon as possible. 
 
The ACA offers a wonderful opportunity to answer 
Jesus’ call to “Come, Follow Me.” 
 
In addition to providing for ministries and services 
throughout the Archdiocese, the Appeal also 
funds services that are of great help to ministries 
here in our Parish. For example, Appeal funds 
support (IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO INSERT 
SOME OF THE MINISTRIES IN YOUR PARISH 
THAT RECEIVE TRAINING OR OTHER FORMS 
OF SUPPORT FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE – see 
the list in the manual or on the website). 
 
As we contemplate God’s many gifts to us, we 
should also reflect on our gratitude for these gifts. 
Your financial support for the work of our Parish, 
our Archdiocese, and the Church throughout the 
world is, in fact, one way to express this gratitude. 
Please give generously to the 2018 Annual Catho-
lic Appeal. 

S A V E   T H E   D A T E S: 
 

INITIAL TRAINING  
FOR EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

THURSDAYS, FEB. 8 & 15, 2018  
 
ST. SYMPHOROSA SCHOOL HALL 6125 S. AUSTIN 
AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60638 (773)767-1523 7:00 PM - 
9:15 PM  
 
Presenter:  Marge Garbacz is the Director of Mission 
Integration and Pastoral Care at Franciscan Village 
Continuing Care Retirement Community in Lemont. 

 

 

J oin us on April 
11 to see the 
musical South 

Pacific at Drury Lane 
Theater.  $75 will in-
clude motor coach 
transportation from St. 
Francis and your 
choice of Bistro Steak 
or Roast Turkey en-
trée, salad, dessert 
and beverage. We will 
begin boarding at 
10:45am and depart 
from the church park-
ing lot at 11:00am returning approximately 
5:00pm.  Tickets will be available on a first come 
first serve basis so don’t wait to make your reser-
vation.   
 
In order to reserve your ticket, please write your 
check payable to St. Francis in the amount of $75 
per person.  Bring it to the church office where 
you will select your menu choice.  If you have any 
questions, contact Barbara Walder at barbwal-
der@yahoo.com or 708-351-8994. 
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YOU’RE INVITED 
 

WHEN:   2ND AND 4TH THURSDAYS OF THE 
MONTH 
Next time set for Jan. 25; 
1:00 – 3:00 pm 
 

WHERE: GREAT ROOM 
 

WHAT:  INFORMAL BUNCO 
 

SFA:  PARISH WILL PROVIDE  
DICE AND SCORE CARDS 
 

YOU: BRING A SNACK TO SHARE, PENCIL AND 
A DESIRE TO HAVE FUN 

The “Angel Fund” 
 

Each year, across the nation, Catholic schools are recog-
nized at their home parishes at weekend masses and with 
special events at school during “Catholic Schools Week.”  
This year, the celebration for our parish school, Cardinal Jo-
seph Bernardin Catholic School (CJB), will begin with litur-
gies at weekend masses on January 27 and 28.  There will 
be an amazing Open House at CJB on Sunday, January 28 
from 1p-3p.  (If you have never visited us, please make it a 
point to stop by and see your parish school!) Then, through-
out the week, special events will be held at CJB, culminating 
with a special school liturgy on Friday, February 2, 2018.  As 
always, we celebrate the strong program of faith formation at 
CJB, our nationally-recognized blue-ribbon academics, and 
the selfless involvement of students and staff in a variety of 
service projects. 
 
Three years ago, CJB’s sponsoring parishes began a special 
collection known as the “Angel Fund.”    This collection is tak-
en up one weekend during the year at the start of Catholic 
Schools Week.  The Angel Fund is meant to assist families 
from our sponsoring parishes who may need help financially, 
in order to assist them in sending their children to CJB.    Any 
donation you are able to make is greatly appreciated.  This 
special collection will take place the weekend of January 27 
and 28.   Thank you for your kindness. 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
 
This year’s Polar Express event was 
fabulous!  A HUGE thank you to Jim 
Hahn for creating wonderful sound for 
our event!  
 
The evening began enjoying pizza.  
Everyone was treated to popcorn, ice 
cream, beverages and a surprise visit 
from Santa.  Santa was also kind 
enough to distribute bells and candy 
canes to all the children. 
 
In order for this event to take place, and be successful, many 
people volunteered their time to make it special for everyone!  
We would like to thank each and every one of you.  We ap-
preciate all your hard work and dedication.   

Thank you Social Committee and their families: Teri and Joe 
Sankey, Lee Knapik, Kathy and Ron Craven, Jan Ota, Sharon 
Moe, Jackie and Chuck Clifford, Grace McGuire, James, Mi-
kaela and Miranda Arredondo, and Tim, Linda and Ethan 
McCormick.  
  
We would also like to thank Anthony Giuntoli and Eric Hill and 
a special thank you to Dan Carroll and his wife! 
Thank you to the office staff who help in many ways and are 
always there when we need assistance!  We also want to 
thank Father Sowa for also assisting whenever it is needed. 
 
If we forgot someone, please know it was unintentional and 
we sincerely thank you! 

 
With gratitude, 

Social Committee Chair 
Laurie Arredondo 
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Thank You St. Francis of Assisi Scrip Shoppers! 
 
Cardinal Bernardin School and the Scrip team want to extend a huge 
THANK YOU to all our school families, friends and parishioners from 
St. Francis of Assisi parish that used the CJB Scrip Program for their 
gift card needs during the Christmas season.  
 
Even though the holidays are over, Scrip is still available. Scrip is sold 
at Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School year round. We are available on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:00pm to 7:00pm in the school lobby and 
on Friday mornings from 7:30am to 8:15am in the school cafeteria 
(lower level of St. Elizabeth Seton/O’Mara Hall), or you may use the 
convenient drop off and courier service between the parish office and 
school each week.  
 
• Scrip is SAFER than using credit cards. No fraud, no data 

breach, no identity theft. 
• Scrip rebates are GREATER than credit card rewards. 

For more information you can access the Scrip link on the CJB web 
page by hovering over the Giving tab and then clicking on Scrip in the 
drop down list. You can find our weekly selling schedule, the most up 
to date vendor listings and Scrip news! 

 

“Pray with a multi-
faceted novena 
that includes a 
new intention, 
brief reflection, 
bonus information, 
and suggested 
actions each day. 
Sign up now & 
participate Thurs-
day, January 18 – 
Friday, January 
26:  
9daysforlife.com”  

 
USCCB Secretariat of  

Pro-Life Activities, 
www.9daysforlife.com 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

INTERACTIVE 
O P E N    H O U S E 

FOR NEW FAMILIES/NEW STUDENTS 
 

COME AND VISIT YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 
3- and 4-year old Pre-K through 8th Grade 

 
Sunday, January 28,  

1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 

3- and 4-year old Pre-K (full day and half day) Presen-
tation at 1:15pm 

Kindergarten (full day) Presentation at 2:00pm  
All Grade Levels – Tours and Opportunities to Speak 

with Teachers 
 

Visit  and  Shop the  BOOK FAIR!! 
 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 
9250 West 167th Street, Orland Hills, IL  60487 

 
 We are a Nationally-Recognized Blue Ribbon School 

of Excellence since 2008 
 
 

For more information, visit www.cjbschool.org  
or email Mrs. Cynthia Devlin at cdevlin@cjbschool.org 

or telephone 708-403-6525, extension 127 
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Adult Faith Formation 
AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 
I am continuing with 
some information on the 
history of my religious 
education. I hope that by 
my sharing these experi-
ences, they will provide 
background to under-
stand not simply the 
development of my reli-
gious education think-
ing, but also that of my 
generation. While my 
experiences are not that 
same as others, I be-
lieve they are sufficiently 
similar so that others of 
my generation will be 
able to connect, those 
younger will learn about 
the past, and then to-
gether, we develop com-
mon ground.   
 
Mundelein Seminary, 
when I attended, was a 
six-year program.  The 
first two years were col-
lege, with the focus on 
our major – philosophy; 
the last four Theology. I 
attended Mundelein at 
the time of the Second 
Vatican Council. For the 
two years of Philosophy, 
the classes and exams 
were in Latin. The pro-
fessor lectured, and we 
listened. The changes, 
called for by the council, 
were not ready for im-
plementation, nor were 
the professors. As with 
all my previous educa-
tion, all the teachers 
were priests and all the 
students were preparing 
for the priesthood. 

The last four years of 
theology reflected the 
state of the church in the 
mid-60s. Some classes 
reflected the new per-
spective called for by the 
council, others were still 
taught in a traditional 
manner. As in the past, 
almost all classes were 
taught by priests – only 
one professor was a 
layman who taught psy-
chology.  (One of the 
best teachers I have 
had!)     
 
The theology courses 
were an in-depth study 
of various aspects of 
church teaching.  We 
had very few classes in 
how to “translate” these 
lectures into the more 
practical aspects of par-
ish ministry.   
 
So, in 1969, when I be-
gan as the associate 
pastor at St. Alexander, I 
had been educated in 
what I might call a 
“Catholic Ghetto.”  All 
my education was in 
Catholic schools, all 
taught by priests; and in 
College and Theology 
my classes were with 
only men, all of whom 
were discerning priest-
hood.   
 
This “all Catholic world” 
was the background I 
brought to my first as-
signment. For all young 
priests, beginning years 

are a challenge. We 
begin with assumptions 
formed in the “hot-
house” (called by some 
the Enchanted Forest) of 
the Seminary. In the be-
ginning, I was not able to 
name these assump-
tions, they only become 
clear as I worked with 
the people of the parish.  
 
The first assumption was 
the expectation that all 
“good” catholic parents 
sent their children to the 
parish school. The sec-
ond assumption, the op-
posite of the first, was 
that parents who sent 
their children to public 
schools were not as 
good as the catholic 
school parents.  They 
were “second-class” 
Catholics. A third as-
sumption was that Cath-
olic schools and the edu-
cation they provided was 
superior to public school 
education.    
 
I was able to change and 
expand my assumptions 
because of the parents I 
met. They expanded my 
assumptions.    
 
(FYI – A book Called 
CATHOLIC WATER-
SHED, Michael Cahill 
relates in detail these  
experiences of mine and 
some of my classmates; 
available from Amazon.) 
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MINISTRY MOMENTS  THIS WEEK: Allison Domenick 

Throughout 2018, this 
page will include reflec-
tions from staff and parish-
ioners highlighting their 
ministry involvement. 

 

I am Allison Domenick 
and I have been a pa-
rishioner at St. Francis 
of Assisi since 2003.   
My husband, Kevin and 
I along with our three 
children, Joey, Sarah 
and Claire moved to 
Orland Park from La 
Grange where we at-
tended St. Francis Xavi-
er.   
 
St. Francis of Assisi felt 
like home from the be-
ginning.  My sister has 
been a parishioner here 
since the beginning, so I 
attended Christmas 
masses with my sister’s 
family many times along 
with my niece’s confir-
mation prior to moving 
here.  Many of my 
neighbors are parishion-
ers, and the people of 
St. Francis are so wel-
coming. 
  
For the first ten years at 
the parish, I attended 
Mass on Sundays and 
brought my children to 
Religious Education 
classes.  That was my 
involvement.  I felt wel-
come here, but I wanted 

something more…to 
feel more connected.   
 
So, I took a leap and 
attended Christ Renews 
His Parish (CRHP).  
That was one of the 
best decisions of my 
life.  I made many 
friends in those 30 
hours.  So, that meant 
even more familiar fac-
es when I attended 
Mass.  These new 
friends gave me an 
even better feeling of 
community and deep-
ened my faith. 
  
Attending CRHP gave 
me the opportunity to 
join the Continuation 
Committee as the Com-
munications Coordina-
tor.  This committee 

facilitates and supports 
the CRHP process.   
 
Two years later the 
church had a need for a 
Communications Coor-
dinator and because of 
my experience on the 
committee I was given 
the opportunity to work 
for the church in that 
role.   
 
It has been a blessing to 
get to work with such 
kind people in a positive 
environment. I would 
encourage you to be-
come involved in a min-
istry here so you can be 
part of a positive envi-
ronment and share your 
faith with like people 
and in turn help others. 

THE LAMB OF GOD 
Copyright (c) J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

"Behold the Lamb of 
God!" We hear this 
phrase every Sunday at 
Mass, but there's a 
good chance that many 
Roman Catholics do not 
know who in the Bible 
originally spoke it.  
 
The phrase appears 
only in the Gospel of 
John, on the lips of 
John the Baptist, who 
utters it twice. In today's 
Gospel reading, John 
proclaims Jesus as the 
Lamb of God, and two 
of John's own disciples 
then follow Christ.  
 
A little bit later Andrew, 
who heard John and 
then followed Jesus, 
brings his brother Si-

mon to be re-named 
Cephas, or Peter. A 
careful look at these 
Bible verses shows us 
the mission of everyone 
baptized into the Body 
of Christ: we must al-
ways proclaim our faith 
in Christ, so that others 
will follow him.  
 
We may not know how 
the will of God might 
work through those we 
bring to Christ; that is 
not the point. The point 
is that our ongoing mis-
sion as a church is to 
bring others to Christ, 
the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of 
the world. 
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Mission Trip Meeting 
January 28, 2018 
11:30 –2:30 in Youth Room 
 
 
Pew 
Cleaning  
January 
28, 2018 
1:30-2:30 
In Church 
All workers welcome 

 
 

Passion Play  
Adult leader team forming now.  Need 
directors and costume/behind the 
scenes help.  Contact Matt Toohill to 
volunteer: 708-460-0042 
sfyg@sfaorland.org 

Teens Register Now  
http://www.sfaorland.org 

First Practice February 11 

NCYC Reflection—Mia Strolia 
 

As we walked through the entrance doors to 
Lucas Oil Stadium on the first night of NCYC, I 
understood why this trip was unforgettable to 
anyone who had gone in the past. I could feel 
the energy of the 25,000 teens vibrating through 
the floor. I had an idea of what to expect from 
what my older siblings had told me of their ex-
periences, but this exceeded my expectations. 
My name is Mia Strolia, and I was very blessed 
to go on my first pilgrimage to Indianapolis for 
the National Catholic Youth Conference, where 
I met lots of other teens from around the coun-
try, learned new things about my faith, and most 
importantly, grew closer with God. 
 
During the trip everyone had the opportunity to 
listen to different keynote speakers about how 
we can carry out our faith through our hectic 
lives. One speaker that left a big impact on me 
was Sister Miriam Heidland. Being an elite vol-
leyball player in college, she liked to refer to 
sports throughout her session, which I enjoyed. 
She began with us asking ourselves how we 
defined our lives: by home runs or strikeouts?  
 
Most of us think the rest of our lives are defined 
by one big strikeout. But Sister reminded us that 
God loves each and every one of us through 
our good and bad times. It is important to know 
that we are all loved. “To love and to be loved, 
those are our two roles here on Earth”, she 
said. “God loves us authentically, and so we 
should love each other the same.” Hearing this 
seems easy, but trying to do so is difficult, espe-
cially in today’s world. When we are surrounded 
by hate and negativity, it is very easy to lose 
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faith. But a simple prayer everyday will deepen 
one’s relationship with God. Taking a few 
minutes out of your busy days to talk with Jesus 
will have a positive impact on your life. 
 
Overall, this conference made me see my faith 
from a new perspective. I definitely felt I grew 
closer with God during this trip. Through mass-
es, speaker sessions, adoration, reconciliation, 
and much more, I truly felt the presence of Him 
with me. I am very thankful to have been apart 
of NCYC because my faith was renewed in a 
fun, surprising way. I can’t wait until 2019! 

 

Join our PADS Volunteer Team 
By, Debbie Burzinski 
 
My wakeup call came midafternoon on October 4, 
2017.   
 
From October, 2014-April, 2017, I had helped 
lead a highly motivated group of SFA teens and 
adults who shared their time, talents and treasure 
on the first Friday of the month with the overnight 
guests of The Chapel, a family dedicated site for 
DuPage PADS.  Our group was responsible for 
setting sleeping accommodations, preparing and 
serving healthy dinners, and kitchen clean up.  
We’d meet at St. Francis at 4:15 pm, travel to 
Hinsdale, and returned to our parish by 10 pm. 
 
Finding volunteers for this project was not always 
easy, especially for the overnight shift.  For years, 
Josie, the DuPage PADS Volunteer Coordinator 
had been stringing together volunteers to cover 
the 9 pm-6 am shift at The Chapel.  When she 
could no longer line up sufficient volunteer sup-
port for the overnight shifts, Josie made the diffi-
cult decision to close on October 4.  This meant 
as many as 50 guests would have to be redi-
rected, each month, to register at two other sites 
in DuPage County.   
 
I was overwhelmed with sadness. 

 
I had been comfortable being responsible for the 
5:30 pm-9 pm shift, and honestly there were a 
few months along the way that we fell short of the 
number of volunteers needed for dinner.  I could-
n’t stand to see The Chapel closed, but tackling 
the overnight shift would create a whole new level 
of challenges. After much reflection and prayer, I 
reached out to Mike Sedlak for assistance. 

A parishioner, husband, dad, friend and CRHP 
alum, and active member of Knights of Colum-
bus, Mike has lots of contacts.  And energy.  And 
who can say no to Mike?  With a proven history 
of serving and loving others, by speaking from 
his heart Mike was able to recruit a core team of 
overnight volunteers!    
 
By his efforts, Mike saved the first Friday of the 
month at The Chapel.  Three hours out of 720 
hours in a month.  Can you invest the time?  You 
will find that giving of yourself will transform your 
life.   
 
Please join our team.   
 
Mike Sedlak:  708-214-5400,  
mikes@golden-trail.com 
 

Debbie Burzinski:  312-519-8773, 
dburzinski@comcast.net 

SAVE THE DATES 
CATHOLIC PRAYER IN YOUR LIFE TODAY 

 
Come and join us at St. Francis of  
Assisi to explore wonderful ways to 
embrace prayer and continue our  

conversation with God! 
 

Tuesday, January 30    
7:00 Meditation and Contemplation 

 
Tuesday, February 6  
7:00 The Our Father 

 
Tuesday, March 13 

7:30 Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Tuesday, April 17 
7:00 The Examen of St. Ignatius  

Loyola   
 

As soon as you can would be great.   
If you keep the information running 

until April 17 as you have done in the 
past will work. 
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Saturday, January 13 
5:15 PM   Brian Petrick, rq. by Rita Costanzo and Loretta  
   Niedzwiadek, rq. by Tarasuk Family and Timothy Sullivan, 
   rq. by Mike & Mary Foley 
 
Sunday, January 14 
7:30 AM  Marie Jeanne Skorup, rq. by Emil Skorup and Denise  
   Klovens, rq. by Bernie & Sue Flanagan and Mary Patricia 
   Flynn, rq. by Kay Flanagan 
 
9:00 AM  Schweiger & Norris Families, rq. by Family and Lucja    
   Jaworski, rq. by Richard & Linda Misiorowski and Kathleen 
   McQuinn, rq. by Kay & Jerry Saletta 
 
10:30 AM  Ann & Everett Janachowski, rq. by Mr. & Mrs. Cuci and   
   Lorraine Enguita, rq. by Jackie O’Malley & Family and    
   Mary Dolores McNamara, rq. by Mallow Family 
 
12:00 PM  People of St. Francis 
 
Monday, January 15 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday 
9:00 AM  Casey & Pauline Ciarrocchi, rq. by family and Norb & Lea  
   Retis, rq. by Pam & Ted Murawski 
     
Tuesday, January 16 
7:45 AM  Daniel Reilly, rq. by Mike & Teri Stephens and Tom  
    Murphy, rq. by Gina & John Gorski 
 
Wednesday, January 17 
7:45 AM   Tom Murphy, rq. by Cecilia Murphy 
      
Thursday, January 18 
7:45 AM   Joyce March, rq. by Joseph March and Anastasia &  
   Joseph Sopata, rq. by John & Virginia Zbos 
 
Friday, January 19 
7:45 AM   Chester Sipowicz, rq. by Mike & Teri Stephens 
 
Saturday, January 20 
5:15 PM  Leon Czub, rq. by The Family and Jim Messaglia, rq. by  
   Linda Martarano & Lori Wydra and Timothy Sullivan, rq. 
   by John & Virginia Zbos 
 
Sunday, January 21 
7:30 AM  Marie-Jeanne Skorup, rq. by Emil Skorup and Denise  
   Klovens, rq. by Kay Flanagan and Cecilia & Earl Hartwig,  
   rq. by Family  
 
9:00 AM  People of St. Francis 
 
10:30 AM  Lorraine Enguita, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll and Denise  
   Klovens, rq. by Laura Battistoni and Paul Pajeau, rq. by   
   Ken & Andi Borucke 
 
12:00 PM  Jeanine Lopez, rq. by Tom & Adrienne Wieczorek and    
   Patricia McGarry, rq. by McCormick Family and Frances   
   Esposito, rq. by McGovern Family 
 

 

John Coyle 
Ruth Crocono 

Jim & Catherine Dillon 
Erv Erdman 
Holly Fedor 

Sandy Gibson 
Jean Hornick 

Leona Howard 
Dr. Jim Kline 
Angie Latek 
Bill Lorden 

Madelon Lorden 
Mike Michor 

Karen Mitera Panozzo 
Sharon Rohan 
Paul Thompson 

Vern Tuttle 
Gina Vitucci 

Frank Wierzbowski 
Barb Wilson 

Vito Zotto 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially: 

 

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 
21, 23; Mk 2:18-22 
 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28; 
Mk 2:23-28 
 

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 
144:1b, 2, 9-10; Mk 3:1-6 
 

Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-
13; Mk 3:7-12 
 

Friday:  1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11; Mk 
3:13-19 
 

Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; Ps 
80:2-3, 5-7; Mk 3:20-21 
 

Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Cor 7:29-
31;  Mk 1:14-20 

 

 01/07/17 Year to Date 

Budgeted $   23,065.00     $  645,820.00 

Collected $   26,213.00 $  667,911.00 

Net  $     3,148.00 $    22,091.00 

      .   
Go to our website, www.sfaorland.org and press the “Donate 

Now” button or www.sfaorland.org and press the “Donate Now” 
button.  You can also use the yellow form in your envelope  

packet or call the office to sign up: 708-460-0042 
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Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

 

 

Want a more peaceful, joy-
ful and fulfilled life?  

Join men and women to 
listen to Janene Ternes, 
Founder of Prayer in Mo-
tion, as she guides you  
towards a more intimate 

connection with God.  
                   Painting by Sue Flanagan,  

                   Parishioner  
 

“Living in the Light - Movement Prayer -  
Workshop” 

St. Francis of Assisi Church - St. Francis Center 
 

Saturday, April 14th   
9:30 AM – 3:00 PM 

 

More details to follow in future Bulletins.  Hope to see you there!  

 Jan. 20 
5:15 PM 

Jan. 21 
7:30 AM 

Jan. 21 
9:00 AM 

Jan. 21 
10:30 AM 

Jan. 21 
12:00 PM 

Presidor Rich Young Steven Dombrowski Steven Dombrowski Steven Dombrowski TBA Priest 

Deacon Michael Pindelski VOLUNTEER NOW Michael Pindelski VOLUNTEER NOW Mike Kiley 

Sacristan Elaine Erdman Barbara Basila Betty Kameron Marjorie Curran Laureen Pietranczyk 

Lector Diania Kufta (1) 
James Walsh (2) 

Gabby Bach (1) 
Gerald Saletta (2) 

Marilyn Nelson (1) 
 (sub requested) 
Patricia Flynn (2) 

Elena Reklaitis (1) 
Lynn Pajon (2) 

Tina Governale (1) 
Carolyn Kimmey (2) 

Eucharistic Minis-
ter 

Robert Adamowski 
Beth Bruozis 
Robert Carlo 
Ann Czarny 
Elaine Erdman 
Richard Klein 
Diane McErlean 
Janet Modelski 
Barbara Petrick 
Michael Pindelski 
Martin Terpstra 
Rich Young 

Olga Bartell 
Barbara Basila 
Michael Basila 
Steven Dombrowski 
Daniel Faxel 
Patricia Goldberg 
Patricia Grasso 
Lorraine Martenson 
Sharon McCaffrey 
James Pedersen 

Steve Alessi 
Nancy Biggio 
William Carroll 
Betty Devine 
Steven Dombrowski 
Joan Giorgetti 
Betty Kameron 
Michael Pindelski 
Kim Reid 
David Trzesniewski 
Mary Vaas 
Rosemary Zielinski 

Susan Campagna 
Michael Curran 
Steven Dombrowski 
Gregory Fifer 
Janet Fifer 
Mary Greenan 
Linda Higgins 
Rob Klein 
Toni Klein 
Jacqueline Magafas 
Sharon Moe 
Cynthia Patrick 

Diane Budz 
Cathy Kara 
Mike Kiley 
Robert Long 
Mary Jo Noreikis 
Nancy Palacz 
Marcia Pavela 
Laureen Pietranczyk 
TBA Priest 
Thomas Wieczorek 

Altar Server 
Gianna Elizondo 
Nicholas Elizondo 
Anna Walsh 

Grace Hamilton 
Jack Strolia 
Mia Strolia 

Ryan Reid 
Chris Vittori 
Gabi Vittori 

Jimmy Piko 
Katie Piko 
Isabella Shin 

Alexis Elizondo 
Kaylie Grossi 
Kathleen Johnson 

Usher 

Joe Sankey (HU) 
Teri Sankey 
Richard Rzeszutko 
Alice Rzeszutko 
Lee Springer 
Frank Burkiewicz 

Jeffrey Belski (HU) 
Paula Belski 
Martin Powers 
Harriet Antkiewicz 

Wayne Kameron 
(HU) 
Keith Nelson 
Oriano Pagnucci 
Richard Wysocki 
 (sub requested) 
Nancy Sullivan 
Greg Gervais 

John Higgins (HU) 
John Higgins, Jr. 
John Glass 
Janice Ota 
Jay Modelski 
Timothy Harris 

Don (David) Hodson 
(HU) 
Rosalie Hodson 
Laura Tucco 
John Coyle 
Marianne Laff 
VOLUNTEER NOW 

 
 
 
We joyfully welcomed  

the following child  
into our  

Christian Community: 
 

 

January 07, 2018 

Sebastian Richard Kouba 
Son of Ryan & Brittney (Hall) Kouba 

Eloise Charlotte Sarhage 
Daughter of Daniel & Molly (Schriver) Sarhage 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church build-
ing.  The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, 
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed 
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays.  The Eucharistic 
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day.  The Chapel is 
located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone:  460-0042 Fax:  460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant:  Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists:  Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Andy Bakes, Joe Boyce, Eric 
Franklin, Michael Higgins 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Phone:  460-0155, 
Fax:  460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 
(mkrzyminski@...) 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
Phone:  708-403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)   
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
BULLETIN 
Editor:  Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send 
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office. 
 
PARISH LIBRARY           
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library  
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY: 5:15 PM  SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY:  7:45 AM 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the 
Religious Education Center.  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Saturday sessions meet 
from 8:30—10:00 a.m.  Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sun-
days during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th 
grade, September-April.  Call 708-460-0155 for more information.   
 
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary 
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis.  For registration 
information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 

Become a Catholic 
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested 
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042. 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday, 
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass.  Those of advanced age or suf-
fering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.   
 
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital.  Please call 460-0042. 

 
Baptisms 

Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 1:30.  Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to 
make arrangements.  A baptismal conference will be set up with the 
parents.   
 

Marriages 
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance 
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church 
date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more de-
tails. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and 
Lent.  Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 

 
Registration 

You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a 
registration form which is found in Church.   
 

Boundaries 
North:  135th St.     South:  183rd St.  

West:  Will-Cook Road      
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St. 

104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St. 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(ON SABBATICAL JAN-JUN, 2018) 

REV. STEVEN DOMBROWSKI, Associate Pastor 
(sdombrowski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mak1950@sbcglobal.net) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 
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