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The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are  
guided by the Holy 
Spirit  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 
 Pastor’s Reflections 

Due to an early deadline for this week’s bulletin, please enjoy this  
reflection on Treasures from our Traditions from Rev. James Field 

instead of a reflection from Fr. Steve Dombrowski. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 
One of the most unusual Catholic churches in the world is in Amster-
dam: Our Lord in the Attic, or as the locals say, "Ons Lieve Heer op 
Solder." What looks like a beautiful narrow brick mansion alongside a 
canal is a clever disguise for a very well-preserved seventeenth-
century home and a secret church. During the Reformation, the Neth-
erlands was divided into Protestant Holland and the Spanish Nether-
lands, now known as Belgium, a Catholic stronghold. Protestant re-
formers seized all the Catholic parishes in Holland and "de-
Catholicized" them. New laws forbade the celebration of the Mass in 
public. St. Nicholas Church was renamed "Old Church" by the new 
owners, and the dispossessed Catholics got to work "hiding" St. 
Nicholas Parish in the upper floors of this mansion. Other Catholics 
did the same thing, but this is the only hidden church that survives 
today. Sunday Mass is still celebrated here.  
 
It's a beautiful hideaway, with nothing spared in regard to marble, 
gilding, a pipe organ, and classic Dutch painting. A few steps away, 
the Old Church, begun in 1250, stands emptied of the statues and 
carvings of its Catholic days, its windows replaced by plain glass. 
The new tenants gave up when it came to the ceiling, which is still 
painted with saints, biblical scenes, and merchant ships. The Dutch 
reformers were tolerant sorts, and as long as the Catholics kept out 
of sight, they were out of mind. Catholicism was at last tolerated in 
Holland after 1853, but in 1924 when the International Eucharistic 
Congress was held in Amsterdam, processions of Catholics were still 
forbidden in the streets. Today, Roman Catholics are about 19 per-
cent of the population, and there's no need for any of them to hide in 
the attic. 
 

Rev. James Field,  
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 
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This week at St. Francis 

♦ Catholic Schools Week 
♦ Children’s Liturgy of the Word during 9:00 and 10:30 

am Mass (UH) 
♦ Xtreme Youth Mission Trip Meeting & Pew Cleaning, 

11:30 am (CH, SFR) 

Sunday, January 28 

♦ Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 am (GR) 
♦ Religious Ed (B), Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Knights of Columbus, 7:00 pm (GR) 

Wednesday, January 24 

♦ A. A. Meeting, 7:30 pm (NR) 

Friday, January 26 

♦ Catholic Schools Week 
♦ First Eucharist Parent/Child Celebration, 9:00 am 

(SFC) 
♦ Spiritual Directors Meeting, 9:30 am (NR) 

Saturday, January 27 

♦ Bunco, 1:00 pm (GR) 
♦ Adult Faith Formation, 7:00 pm (NR) 

Thursday, January 25 

♦ Needles & Things, 12:30 pm (SFR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades K-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 4-8, 7:00 pm (SFC) 

Tuesday, January 23 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 
 
 

February 16, 2018 
4:30 to 7:00 PM 

more details, page 05 

♦ Eighth Grade Celebration of the Spirit, 7:00 pm (CH) 

Monday, January 22 
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Please Make Your Gift to the 2018 Annual Catholic Appeal 
“Come, Follow Me” 

 
Many families in our parish will be receiving the Annual Catholic Appeal request mailing 
from Cardinal Cupich. On behalf of those served by the ministries and services funded 
by the ACA, we thank you for your gifts. Please return your response as soon as possi-
ble. 
 
The ACA offers a wonderful opportunity to answer Jesus’ call to “Come, Follow Me.” 
 
In addition to providing for ministries and services throughout the Archdiocese, the 
Appeal also funds services that are of great help to ministries here in our Parish. For 
example, Appeal funds support (IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO INSERT SOME OF 

 

 

Sponsored by Vicariate V Ministry Commission 
MINISTER OF CARE TRAINING  

St. Germaine Parish Center, 9711 S. Kolin in Oak Lawn, IL 60453, 708-636-5060 
Two Saturdays: March 3 and 10, 2018 

9 am to 2:30 pm both days (Bring a bagged lunch.) 
 

This workshop will be facilitated by Jeanne Lassandrello 
 

Participation in these two sessions meets the Office for Divine Worship, Archdiocese of Chicago, require-
ments to be eligible for mandating as a parish Minister of Care, ministering to the sick and homebound mem-
bers of the parish. Participants must be approved and sent by a member of their parish Pastoral Team. Prep-
aration includes such topics as spirituality of ministry, ministry to the aged, the experience of suffering, dying 
and death, pastoral listening skills, prayer and Eucharist, and the theological and practical dimensions of 
ministry. This seminar provides fresh theology and insights into the pastoral practice of the Ministry of Care. 
 
Missy Keegan to register at Mkeegan@stpatriciaparish.com(708) 598-5222 or register online. 
 
Jeanne Lassandrello is commissioned as a Lay Ecclesial Minister in the Archdiocese of Chicago. She 
served as Pastoral Associate and Director of Religious Education at St Christopher Parish in Midlothian for 8 
years. She is currently the Pastoral Associate and Director of Religious Education at St Germaine Parish in 
Oak Lawn. Jeanne earned a Master of Arts Degree in Pastoral Ministry at Catholic Theological Union, and is 
presently a candidate for the Doctorate of Ministry from the University of St Mary of the Lake. 

Sponsored by Vicariate V Ministry Commission 
INITIAL TRAINING FOR EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST 

St. Symphorosa School Hall, 6125 S. Austin Avenue in Chicago, IL 60638/ 773-767-1523 
Two Thursdays: February 8 and 15, 2018 

7 to 9 pm both days 
 

This workshop will be facilitated by Marge Garbacz 

Through prayer, reflection and praxis, participants will explore what it means to be an Extraordinary Minister 
of the Eucharist in the 21st Century. In Session One there will be a brief overview of the history and theology 
of the Eucharist. We will also explore the development of the role of the laity in the liturgical life of the 
Church. Participants will be encouraged to share their experiences of Eucharist and worship with one anoth-
er. Session Two will address the call to ministry and what it means to be a Minister of the Eucharist in the 
Church of today’s world. 

Marge Garbacz is the Director of Mission Integration and Pastoral Care at Franciscan Village Continuing 
Care Retirement Community in Lemont. She is certified both as a Director of Religious Education and as a 
Pastoral Associate in the Archdiocese of Chicago. Marge has over 40 years of experience as an educator 
and as a parish pastoral minister. She has given numerous presentations on liturgy and sacramental life 
throughout the Archdiocese 

ARE YOU  
INTERESTED 
in becoming a  
MINISTER OF 

PRAISE? 
 
What is involved? 
As a Minister of Praise 
you promise to pray 
and offer your sacrific-
es and sufferings and 
joys for the needs of 
the parish, the univer-
sal church and all pray-
er requests listed in our 
parish book of interces-
sions (located near the 
chapel).  
 
The pastor or designat-
ed parish staff member 
sends all ministers of 
praise a letter each 
month naming specific 
prayer intentions for 
that month.  All parish-
ioners are assured of 
being prayed for daily. 
 
How do I apply? 
Simply complete a 
form (located in the 
narthex pamphlet rack) 
and drop it off at the 
office or place in the 
collection basket.  
Thank you for consid-
ering this wonderful 
ministry. 
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THE MINISTRIES IN YOUR PARISH THAT RECEIVE 
TRAINING OR OTHER FORMS OF SUPPORT FROM 
THE ARCHDIOCESE – see the list in the manual or on 
the website). 
 
As we contemplate God’s many gifts to us, we should 
also reflect on our gratitude for these gifts. Your finan-
cial support for the work of our Parish, our Archdiocese, 
and the Church throughout the world is, in fact, one way 
to express this gratitude. Please give generously to the 
2018 Annual Catholic Appeal. 

 
Hosted by St. Francis of Assisi  

 

ANNUAL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When:    Friday, February 16 
Time:    4:30pm – 7:00pm 
Where:   Downstairs in Upton Hall 

 
Menu Options: 

 

• Cod dinner $10.00 

• Shrimp dinner $12.00 

• Children’s meal (13 & under) $5.00 

Cod/Shrimp dinner includes one/half pound 
of seafood, cole slaw, potato wedges, maca-
roni & cheese, salad, roll, dessert and a bev-
erage. 
 
Children’s meal includes chicken tenders, 
macaroni & cheese, potato wedges, dessert 
and a beverage. 
 
We hope everyone can come and enjoy this 
evening!  Don’t forget to invite your family, 
friends and/or neighbors.   

 
Tickets only available  

February 3, 4 and 10, 11 
after all masses.  

No tickets will be sold at the door! 
 
 

Questions:   
Call Laurie Arredondo, 478-7113 
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YOU’RE INVITED 

 
WHEN:   2ND AND 4TH THURSDAYS OF THE 
MONTH 
 
Next time set for Jan. 25 
1:00 – 3:00 pm 
 
WHERE: GREAT ROOM 
 
WHAT:    INFORMAL 
BUNCO 
 
SFA:  PARISH WILL PROVIDE DICE AND 
SCORE CARDS 

 

 

J oin us on April 11 to see 
the musical South Pacific 
at Drury Lane Theater.  

$75 will include motor coach trans-
portation from St. Francis and your 
choice of Bistro Steak or Roast 
Turkey entrée, salad, dessert and 
beverage. We will begin boarding 
at 10:45am and depart from the 
church parking lot at 11:00am 
returning approximately 5:00pm.  
Tickets will be available on a first 
come first serve basis so don’t wait 
to make your reservation.   
 
In order to reserve your ticket, 
please write your check payable to 
St. Francis in the amount of $75 per person.  Bring it to the church 
office where you will select your menu choice.  If you have any 
questions, contact Barbara Walder at barbwalder@yahoo.com or 
708-351-8994. 

January, 2018 
 
Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parishioner: 
 
We invite you to attend our Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Cath-
olic School Open House on Sunday, January 28, from 1 – 
3pm.  Sponsored by four parishes (St. Francis of Assisi, St. 
Elizabeth Seton, St. Julie Billiart, and St. Stephen Deacon & 
Martyr), CJB is your Pre-K through 8th Grade Catholic par-
ish school.   
 
We are pleased to announce that CJB offers full-day and 
half-day 3-year-old and 4-year-old Pre-K and we continue to 
provide full-day Kindergarten, as well!  As we continue to 
grow, we have so much to be proud of!  Did you know that 
CJB was named a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence (since 
2008) by the U.S. Department of Education?!  (This distinc-
tion is earned by being in the top 15% of the nation’s 
schools in Reading and Mathematics, based on the scores 
of nationally-normed tests.)  In addition to Blue Ribbon aca-
demic excellence, our faith-based daily religious instruction, 
shared communal prayer and weekly Mass attendance con-
tribute to shaping the lives of our students.  Children are 
also encouraged to maximize their God-given talents by 
participating in extra-curricular activities, from athletics to 
choir to drama club.  And, in addition to these opportunities, 

our students volunteer their time in local community service 
projects.  Our school patron, Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, 
former Archbishop of Chicago, devoted his life to issues of 
social justice, peace and the sanctity of human life.  It is im-
portant to us that his legacy remains a part of CJB. 
 
We have high expectations of Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Catholic School students.  We challenge them academically, 
and we strive to instill in them the Gospel values.  CJB pro-
vides a loving and nurturing environment in which children 
grow intellectually, spiritually, physically and emotionally.  If 
this is the kind of school that you would like for your child, we 
look forward to welcoming you to our Open House on Janu-
ary 28. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rev. Steven Dombrowski, Associate Pastor 
Mary Iannucilli, Principal 
 
 
P.S.   Registration for the 2018-2019 school year is OPEN 
now!  Visit www.cjbschool.org to complete an online applica-
tion.  CJB will continue to accept applications until all spaces 
are filled.  As a registered, practicing parishioner, your chil-
dren are eligible for enrollment at an “in-parish” rate.  
(“Practicing” parishioners are Catholics who consistently at-
tend Mass, send their children to Religious Education or 
Catholic school, and support their parish with time, talent, 
and treasure.  This is an on-going expectation during years of 
enrollment at CJB.  Use of parish envelopes is expected.) 
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Want a more peaceful,  
joyful and fulfilled life?  
Join men and women to 
listen to Janene Ternes, 
Founder of Prayer in Mo-
tion, as she guides you  
towards a more intimate 

connection with God.  
         

Painting by Sue Flanagan, Parishioner  
 

“Living in the Light - Movement Prayer -  
Workshop” 

 
St. Francis of Assisi Church - St. Francis Center 

 
Saturday, April 14th   
9:30 AM – 3:00 PM 

 

More details to follow in future Bulletins.   
 

Hope to see you there!  

The “Angel Fund” 
 

Each year, across the nation, Catholic schools are rec-
ognized at their home parishes at weekend masses and 
with special events at school during “Catholic Schools 
Week.”  This year, the celebration for our parish school, 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School (CJB), 
will begin with liturgies at weekend masses on January 
27 and 28.  There will be an amazing Open House at 
CJB on Sunday, January 28 from 1p-3p.  (If you have 
never visited us, please make it a point to stop by and 
see your parish school!) Then, throughout the week, 
special events will be held at CJB, culminating with a 
special school liturgy on Friday, February 2, 2018.  As 
always, we celebrate the strong program of faith for-
mation at CJB, our nationally-recognized blue-ribbon 
academics, and the selfless involvement of students 
and staff in a variety of service projects. 
 
Three years ago, CJB’s sponsoring parishes began a 
special collection known as the “Angel Fund.”    This 
collection is taken up one weekend during the year at 
the start of Catholic Schools Week.  The Angel Fund is 
meant to assist families from our sponsoring parishes 
who may need help financially, in order to assist them 
in sending their children to CJB.    Any donation you are 
able to make is greatly appreciated.  This special col-
lection will take place the weekend of January 27 and 
28.   Thank you for your kindness. 

Join us for an evening celebrating award-winning  
Catholic education and CJB family friendships.  

 

Dine and dance with us at  
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School 

2018 Gala Fundraiser 
Tinley Park Convention Center, South Ballroom 

18451 Convention Center Drive, Tinley Park 
Saturday, February 24, 7:00pm – 12:00am 

 
Ticket Price: $55 per person 

Includes: plated dinner, dessert, soft drinks, coffee 
 

Featuring: silent auction using mobile bidding by Gesture,  
live auction, basket raffles and dueling pianos –  

Felix and Fingers 
 

If you have any questions, please contact the Gala  
Committee at CJBGala@gmail.com.  

 
Visit our website at www.cjbgala.org or to purchase  

tickets at www.cjbgala18.gesture.com  
 

SPONSORS: 
 

The Shankman Family  
Palermo’s on 63rd St. in Frankfort   

MJK Law Firm 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

INTERACTIVE 
O P E N    H O U S E 

FOR NEW FAMILIES/NEW STUDENTS 
 

COME AND VISIT YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 
3- and 4-year old Pre-K through 8th Grade 

 
Sunday, January 28,  

1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 

3- and 4-year old Pre-K (full day and half day) Presen-
tation at 1:15pm 

Kindergarten (full day) Presentation at 2:00pm  
All Grade Levels – Tours and Opportunities to Speak 

with Teachers 
 

Visit  and  Shop the  BOOK FAIR!! 
 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 
9250 West 167th Street, Orland Hills, IL  60487 

 
 We are a Nationally-Recognized Blue Ribbon School 

of Excellence since 2008 
 
 

For more information, visit www.cjbschool.org  
or email Mrs. Cynthia Devlin at cdevlin@cjbschool.org 

or telephone 708-403-6525, extension 127 
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Adult Faith Formation 
AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 

You may wonder why I 
am writing about my per-
sonal experience of reli-
gious education.  From 
elementary thru graduate 
school all my education 
was in Catholic schools all 
taught by priests and 
nuns. Some could call it a  
“Catholic ghetto.” I want to 
write about our St. Francis 
Center, however, before I 
write about the specifics 
of the Center; I feel a 
background in under-
standing how I define 
“Religious Education” is 
important.  So some di-
gression…. 
 
I was ordained in 1969; 
my first assignment was 
at St. Alexander Parish in 
Palos Heights.  It was a 
parish founded in 1959.  
In many suburbs, those 
years (’59-’69) were a 
time of rapid growth.  As a 
result of that growth, in 
the late 60’s when parents 
went to register their chil-
dren for a Catholic 
School, many were in-
formed there was no 
room. A waiting list was all 
that was offered. 
 
Cardinal Cody became 
Archbishop of Chicago in 
1965.  Early in his tenure, 
he declared that no new 
catholic schools were to 
be built. While I do not 
know this for a fact, I as-
sume he also put a freeze 
on expansion of existing 
schools.  In those days, 
parish boundaries were 
strictly adhered to. Conse-

quently, parents could not 
register in a parish or 
school outside their parish 
boundaries.  
 
This was a new reality – 
Catholic parents unable to 
send their children to the 
parish school. Besides the 
external strictures, some 
parents chose the public 
school because of smaller 
class sizes or the availa-
bility of additional educa-
tional resources.  
 
(Just to add an editorial 
note, I am describing my 
experiences. While I think 
my experiences were 
common around the Arch-
diocese in the early 70’s, I 
am not describing the 
Archdiocese, only my cor-
ner of the world.)  
 
As I wrote last week, it 
was my assumption at the 
time of my ordination, that 
if you sent your children to 
public school, you were 
not fulfilling a parental 
responsibility. Clearly, the 
parent could not fulfill that 
responsibility if the school 
had no room and other 
options were not possible. 
Therefore, such an as-
sumption was no longer 
valid.  
 
What I found were par-
ents who were concerned 
about the Religious Edu-
cation of their children, as 
well as other aspects of 
their children’s education.   
This was a new genera-
tion of Catholic parent.  

They did not simply ac-
cept the previous maxim 
that if Fr. and/or Sister 
said so, that was the end 
of the question.  
 
As I experienced this 
change, in both practice 
and attitude, there were a 
number of key elements I 
needed to focus on. The 
first was the leadership of 
the CCD program. 
“Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine” was the name 
used at the time, but has 
since been replaced by 
“Religious Education.” The 
Confraternity no longer 
exists.  
 
In Chicago, the public 
schools would release 
Catholic students for one 
hour on Wednesdays.  
They could walk to their 
parish school for religious 
instruction, which was 
taught by the school 
teachers (mostly reli-
gious).  Such a practice 
was not viable in the sub-
urbs – walking to the par-
ish was not possible.  A 
new time, day, and model 
had to be established. 
 
With this change from 
instruction within the 
school framework, to alter-
nate times, Religious Edu-
cation became a parish 
responsibility, rather than 
a school responsibility.  
The faculty of the school 
were no longer expected 
to participate.   
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MINISTRY MOMENTS  THIS WEEK: Deacon Mike Pindelski 

Throughout 2018, this 
page will include reflec-
tions from staff and parish-
ioners highlighting their 
ministry involvement. 
 
Greeting!  I’m Deacon 
Mike Pindelski.  My wife 
Lisa and I have been 
members of the St. Fran-
cis family since 1998.   
We have three adult chil-
dren, Michael Jr., Andrew, 
and Laura, and recently 
added a son-in-law, Der-
ick.  My mom and dad, 
George Ann and Mike 
Pindelski, are also parish-
ioners. 
 
I was ordained to the diac-
onate on May 23, 2010 
and have served at St. 
Francis since then.  I’m a 
Chicago native, and alt-
hough I’ve lived on the 
south side my whole life, I 
am a devoted Cubs Fan! 
 
In addition to serving at 
the Altar, I am deeply in-
volved with our Adult Faith 
Formation ministries.  My 
involvement began back 
in 1999 when I attended 
my first Christ Renews His 
Parish (CRHP) weekend.  
It was unlike anything I 
had encountered before, 
and it opened my eyes to 
all the rich ministries we 
have within the Catholic 
Church, and specifically at 
St. Francis.   
 
Over the years, I have 
remained involved with 
CRHP, but have also 
found myself as a sponsor 
and catechist in our RCIA 
program as well as coordi-
nator of our Marriage Min-
istry. 
 
What I find most meaning-
ful about being involved 
with Adult Faith Formation 

is the opportunity to evan-
gelize and share my faith.   
 
Each of us has our own 
unique faith experiences, 
and when we share them, 
we find out we all struggle 
with the same challenges 
and share in the same 
joys.  It also provides the 
opportunity to support 
each other and grow to-
gether in our faith.   

If you are looking for an 
opportunity to grow in your 
faith, I would encourage 
you to attend CRHP, 
sponsor an RCIA candi-
date, or attend one or 
more of the many faith-
based presentations we 
offer at St. Francis. I 
promise you won’t be dis-
appointed!   
 

THE DEMANDS OF DISCIPLESHIP 
Copyright (c) J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Today we encounter read-
ings that already have a 
Lenten feel about them.  
 
Nineveh undergoes a forty
-day fast, the psalmist 
reminds us that God alone 
can show sinners the way,  
 
Paul shows us how fleet-
ing the things and events 
of this world are, and Je-
sus cries out "Repent!" 
before he calls his new 
followers.  
 
"Come after me," Jesus 
says, but if we are to truly 
live out the commands 
and demands of our disci-
pleship through baptism, 
we must first know our 
need for conversion, our 
repentance, our need to 
believe in the gospel fully. 

Today's Gospel opens 
with the stark reminder of 
what befell John the Bap-
tist for completely living 
out his vocation as the 
herald of Christ and the 
gospel: he was arrested, 
imprisoned, and martyred.  
 
Though few of us will ex-
perience consequences 
that extreme, we must all 
be ready to risk some sort 
of rejection as, heeding 
the call of Jesus, we live 
out the kingdom of God at 
hand, repent of our sins, 
and believe in the good 
news of salvation. 
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Join our PADS Volunteer Team 
By, Debbie Burzinski 
 
My wakeup call came midafternoon on October 4, 
2017.   
 
From October, 2014-April, 2017, I had helped lead 
a highly motivated group of SFA teens and adults 
who shared their time, talents and treasure on the 
first Friday of the month with the overnight guests 
of The Chapel, a family dedicated site for DuPage 
PADS.  Our group was responsible for setting 
sleeping accommodations, preparing and serving 
healthy dinners, and kitchen clean up.  We’d meet 
at St. Francis at 4:15 pm, travel to Hinsdale, and 
returned to our parish by 10 pm. 
 
Finding volunteers for this project was not always 
easy, especially for the overnight shift.  For years, 
Josie, the DuPage PADS Volunteer Coordinator 
had been stringing together volunteers to cover the 
9 pm-6 am shift at The Chapel.  When she could no 
longer line up sufficient volunteer support for the 
overnight shifts, Josie made the difficult decision to 
close on October 4.  This meant as many as 50 
guests would have to be redirected, each month, to 
register at two other sites in DuPage County.   
 
I was overwhelmed with sadness. 
 
I had been comfortable being responsible for the 
5:30 pm-9 pm shift, and honestly there were a few 
months along the way that we fell short of the num-
ber of volunteers needed for dinner.  I couldn’t 
stand to see The Chapel closed, but tackling the 
overnight shift would create a whole new level of 
challenges. After much reflection and prayer, I 
reached out to Mike Sedlak for assistance. 
A parishioner, husband, dad, friend and CRHP al-
um, and active member of Knights of Columbus, 
Mike has lots of contacts.  And energy.  And who 
can say no to Mike?  With a proven history of serv-
ing and loving others, by speaking from his heart 
Mike was able to recruit a core team of overnight 
volunteers!    
 
By his efforts, Mike saved the first Friday of the 
month at The Chapel.  Three hours out of 720 
hours in a month.  Can you invest the time?  You 
will find that giving of yourself will transform your 
life.   
 
Please join our team.   
 
Mike Sedlak:  708-214-5400,  
mikes@golden-trail.com 
 
Debbie Burzinski:  312-519-8773, 
dburzinski@comcast.net 

Mission Trip Meeting 
January 28, 2018 
11:30 –2:30 in Youth Room 
 
 
Pew 
Cleaning  
January 
28, 2018 
1:30-2:30 
In Church 
All workers welcome 

 
 

Passion Play  
Adult leader team forming now.  Need 
directors and costume/behind the 
scenes help.  Contact Matt Toohill to 
volunteer: 708-460-0042 
sfyg@sfaorland.org 

Teens Register Now  
http://www.sfaorland.org 

First Practice February 11 
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Our next meeting is:   
 

Tuesday,  
February 20 at  

1:00 PM  
 

We will discuss: 
“The Boys in the Boat: 

Nine  
Americans and Their 
Quest for Gold in the 
1936 Berlin Olympics”  

 

by, Daniel James 
Brown 

 
Please join us! 

St. Francis 
Book Club 

Meets the third  
Tuesday of most 

months,  
in the  

Niehaus Room 

 

“When a woman 
is facing a difficult 
pregnancy, the 
reaction of the first 
person she tells 
tends to set the 
tone for her deci-
sion-making. How 
do we respond in 
a loving way that 
is life-affirming for 
both her and her 
baby?”  

 
USCCB Secretariat of  

Pro-Life Activities 
“What to Do When a Friend  

Is Considering Abortion” 
www.bit.ly/friend-considering-

abortion 

SAVE THE DATES 
CATHOLIC PRAYER IN YOUR LIFE TODAY 
 
Come and join us at St. Francis of Assisi to 
explore wonderful ways to embrace prayer 
and continue our conversation with God! 
 
Tuesday, January 30    
7:00 Meditation and Contemplation 
 
Tuesday, February 6  
7:00 The Our Father 
 
Tuesday, March 13 
7:30 Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 
Tuesday, April 17 
7:00 The Examen of St. Ignatius Loyola   
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Saturday, January 20 
5:15 PM  Leon Czub, rq. by The Family and Jim Messaglia, rq. by  
   Linda Martarano & Lori Wydra and Timothy Sullivan, rq. 
   by John & Virginia Zbos 
 
Sunday, January 21 
7:30 AM  Marie-Jeanne Skorup, rq. by Emil Skorup and Denise  
   Klovens, rq. by Kay Flanagan and Cecilia & Earl Hartwig,   
   rq. by Family  
 
9:00 AM  People of St. Francis 
  
10:30 AM  Lorraine Enguita, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll and Denise  
   Klovens, rq. by Laura Battistoni and Paul Pajeau, rq. by    
   Ken & Andi Borucke 
 
12:00 PM  Jeanine Lopez, rq. by Tom & Adrienne Wieczorek and     
   Patricia McGarry, rq. by McCormick Family and Frances    
   Esposito, rq. by McGovern Family 
 
Monday, January 22 
7:45 AM  Cunningham Family, rq. by Family 
     
Tuesday, January 23 
7:45 AM    Linda Marzalik, rq. by Joan Hanley  
 
Wednesday, January 24 
7:45 AM  Tom Murphy, rq. by Cecilia Murphy 
      
Thursday, January 25 
7:45 AM  Robert Bourdage, rq. by The Stang Family 
 
Friday, January 26 
7:45 AM  James J. Mottl, Jr., rq. by Frank & Loretta Zito 
 
Saturday, January 27 
5:15 PM  John & Jeanette Wilkos, rq. by Grekowicz Family and  
   Timothy Sullivan, rq. by Lee & Chuck Springer and Ismael   
   Barbosa, rq. by Mother-in-law 
 
Sunday, January 28 
7:30 AM  People of St. Francis 
 
9:00 AM  Mary Celeste Stanton, rq. by Kay & Jerry Saletta and Mary  
   Bernadette McNeela, rq. by Annett Olson & Cathy  
   O’Connor and Sue Duddleston, rq. by Kay & Jerry Saletta 
 
10:30 AM  Denise Klovens, rq. by Regina Knapp and Denis Ryan, rq.   
   by St. Francis Religious Ed Staff and Eleanore Heintz, rq.   
   by Magafas Family  
 
12:00 PM  Edward Carey, rq. by Angie Clark and Lynn Earll, rq. by    
   McGovern Family and James & Alice Murphy, rq. by  
   Murphy Family 
 

 

John Coyle 
Ruth Crocono 

Jim & Catherine Dillon 
Erv Erdman 
Holly Fedor 

Sandy Gibson 
Jean Hornick 

Leona Howard 
Dr. Jim Kline 
Angie Latek 
Bill Lorden 

Madelon Lorden 

Mike Michor 
Karen Mitera Panozzo 
Bernadine Peterson 

Sharon Rohan 
Russell Soucek 

Dorothy Stoterau 
Paul Thompson 

Vern Tuttle 
Gina Vitucci 

Frank Wierzbowski 
Barb Wilson 

Vito Zotto 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially: 

 

Monday: 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:20-22, 25-26; Mk 
3:22-30, or any of a number of readings for the Day 
of Prayer 
 

Tuesday: 2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Ps 24:7-10; Mk 
3:31-35 
 

Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-17; Ps 89:4-5, 27-30; Mk 
4:1-20 
 

Thursday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 
2; Mk 16:15-18 
 

Friday:  2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 51:3-7, 10-11; 
Mk 4:26-34 
 

Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps 51:12-17; Mk 
4:35-41 
 

Sunday: Dt 18:15-20; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; 1 Cor 7:32-
35; Mk 1:21-28 

 

 

HOSPITAL VISITATIONS 
 

Time spent in a hospital is difficult. It is during such times as these that the 
community of St. Francis seeks to hold our parishioners in prayer. It is a time 
to reach out to our parishioners with a pastoral visit. We, on staff, are always 
seeking better ways to serve the needs of our parishioners. In light of this, 
when a parishioner enters one of the local hospitals and they would like a 
pastoral visit, I ask that the patient or a member of the family personally con-
tact the parish office at 708-460-0042.  
 
I ask that the patient or the most immediate member of the family makes this 
request in order to respect the privacy of the parishioner. Please leave the 
name of the patient, what hospital they are in and the room number and this 
information will be relayed to me. Palos Health Hospital and Silver Cross 
Hospital are the two hospitals in the area that I am able to respond to.   
 
It is my prayer to reach out to those who would like a visit from their parish 
deacon. May God bless all who are experiencing health issues in their life and 
in the lives of their loved ones.     

~Deacon Michael Kiley 



 01/21/18                                             ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH, ORLAND PARK                                                   13      

Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

 

 

David Burberry 
Kevin Crisham 

Anna Enright 
Georgette Lukasiewicz 

Fr. Luke Poczworowski, OFM 

 January 27 
5:15 PM 

January 28 
7:30 AM 

January 28 
9:00 AM 

January 28 
10:30 AM 

January 28 
12:00 PM 

Presidor Steven Dombrowski Rich Young Rich Young Steven Dombrowski Steven Dombrowski 

Deacon VOLUNTEER NOW Michael Pindelski Daniel Carroll Mike Kiley VOLUNTEER NOW 

Sacristan Valerie Piazza Dolores Grekowicz Catherine Cernak Cindy Lucio Jean Nielsen 

Lector William Farrell (1) 
Warren Winker (2) 

Kyle Laird (1) 
Richard Klein (2) 

Vincent Pryor (1) 
Kim Reid (2) 

Michelle Whalen (1) 
John Pacholski (2) 

Tina Governale (1) 
Jacqueline Magafas (2) 

Eucharistic Minister 

Dolores Blahaus 
Ann Czarny 
Steven Dombrowski 
Pamela England 
H. Paul Harms 
Peter Piazza 
Valerie Piazza 
debi Ross 
Anita Sweeney 
Susan Vari 
John Zubik 
Sandra Zubik 

Kathleen Boland 
David Burns 
Michael Doyle 
Patricia Doyle 
Bernard Flanagan 
Dolores Grekowicz 
James Pedersen 
Michael Pindelski 
Rich Young 
Dominic Zambuto 
 
 

Joyce Bakotic 
Kathleen Biederman 
Daniel Carroll 
Catherine Cernak 
Patricia Flynn 
Diane Heatter 
Rosemary Januszyk 
Cheryl Pryor 
Casimir (Casey) Pytel 
Sheila Ramsey 
Mary Vaas 
Rich Young 

Susan Campagna 
Steven Dombrowski 
Mary Greenan 
George Kaminski 
Mike Kiley 
Karen Koehler 
Cindy Lucio 
Robert J. McGuire 
Alana Mitrovich 
Marilyn Nelson 
Sheila Pacholski 
Marian Ward 

Diane Budz 
Mary Burmeister 
Steven Dombrowski 
Cathy Kara 
Robert Long 
Mary Jo Noreikis 
Nancy Palacz 
Margaret Sabadosa 
Jeannine Witowski 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
 
 

Altar Server 
Kaylie Grossi 
Aaron Vales 
Ronan Vales 

Grace Bryant 
Ellen Conway 
Erin Conway 

Michael Bonaminio 
Nicholas Bonaminio 
Sophia Bonaminio 

Peter Viz 
Stephen Viz 
Thomas Viz 

Isabella Krzeczkowski 
Julia Malysz 
Matthew Sevik 

Usher 

Robert Adamowski (HU) 
Renee Farrell 
Nancy Sullivan 
Richard Rzeszutko 
Alice Rzeszutko 
Joe Czarny 

Jeffrey Belski (HU) 
Martin Powers 
Diane Mackowiak 
Paula Belski 
 
 

Peter Walsh (HU) 
Brian Barrett 
Nancy Celeski 
George Kelley 
Kenneth Heatter 
Richard Roberts 

Janet Fifer (HU) 
Gregory Fifer 
Kevin Whalen 
Jeffrey Whalen 
Kelly Struck 
John Coyle 

Jerry Ondrus (HU) 
Joan Ondrus 
Laura Tucco 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
VOLUNTEER NOW 

Sacred Heart Domestic Violence Outreach Ministry and our  
Pastor Father Jacek Wrona invite you to a screening of The 

Empowerment Project on Sunday, February 11, 2018 at 2 PM. 
 

The Empowerment Project: Ordinary Women Doing Extraordinary 
Things is the incredible journey of 5 female filmmakers driving across 
America to encourage, empower, and inspire the next generation of 
strong women to go after their career ambitions. Driving over 7,000 
miles from Los Angeles to New York over the course of 30 days, the 
documentary spotlights 17 positive and powerful women leaders 
across a variety of lifestyles and industries. Along the way, these 
filmmakers relay the candid insight on how these women define their 
success, what it takes to be a woman in their position, and valuable 
advice on how to improve the female role in the workplace. In cele-
bration of the all-female focus in front of and behind the camera, the 
filmmakers turned the cameras on themselves, capturing their trans-
formational journey. Created for women by women, they challenge 
the audience to ask themselves, "What would you do if you weren't 
afraid to fail?" Written and directed by Sarah Moshman and Dana 
Cook. 

 

Following is the link to this trailer for this screening: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UK_-d9N8KzE 

 

The film is 50 minutes. We recommend ages 10 and older. 
 

The screening will be held at: 
Sacred Heart Church Ministry Center 

8245 W. 111th Street, Palos Hills, IL 60465 
RSVP or any questions, please contact Elizabeth Droel at  

708-974-3336 X250 or droel@sacredheartpalos.org 

Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s): Looking to start 2018 off with a renewed 
sense of purpose & belonging? Then register today for a life-changing RE-
FLECT weekend retreat at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House, Mundelein, IL 
(in the northern suburbs), on March 2-4, 2018. Take a chance and get in-
volved... this is one New Year’s resolution you won't regret! Cost is $215 for 
meals and a single room. Call (630) 222-8303, e-mail re-
flect.chicagoland@gmail.com, or visit www.ReflectRetreat.com for details. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church build-
ing.  The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, 
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed 
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays.  The Eucharistic 
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day.  The Chapel is 
located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone:  460-0042 Fax:  460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant:  Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists:  Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Andy Bakes, Joe Boyce, Eric 
Franklin, Michael Higgins 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Phone:  460-0155, 
Fax:  460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 
(mkrzyminski@...) 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
Phone:  708-403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)   
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
BULLETIN 
Editor:  Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send 
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office. 
 
PARISH LIBRARY           
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library  
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY: 5:15 PM  SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY:  7:45 AM 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the 
Religious Education Center.  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Saturday sessions meet 
from 8:30—10:00 a.m.  Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sun-
days during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th 
grade, September-April.  Call 708-460-0155 for more information.   
 
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary 
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis.  For registration 
information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 

Become a Catholic 
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested 
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042. 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday, 
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass.  Those of advanced age or suf-
fering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.   
 
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital.  Please call 460-0042. 

 
Baptisms 

Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 1:30.  Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to 
make arrangements.  A baptismal conference will be set up with the 
parents.   
 

Marriages 
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance 
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church 
date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more de-
tails. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and 
Lent.  Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 

 
Registration 

You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a 
registration form which is found in Church.   
 

Boundaries 
North:  135th St.     South:  183rd St.  

West:  Will-Cook Road      
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St. 

104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St. 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(ON SABBATICAL JAN-JUN, 2018) 

REV. STEVEN DOMBROWSKI, Associate Pastor 
(sdombrowski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mak1950@sbcglobal.net) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 
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