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Rev. Artur Sowa, Pastor 

The St. Francis of 
Assisi Community  
is a welcoming 
Christian family. 
 
We believe in  
Jesus Christ and  
are guided by the 
Holy Spirit and 
the example of   
St. Francis. 
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to  
grow in the 
knowledge of  
our faith rooted 
in the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 
 
 
 

March 24, 2019 - Third Sunday of Lent 

MORSELS & TIDBITS FROM THE PASTOR 

Notes on the Scripture 
Jesus tells the story of the fig tree that has produced no fruit in the past. 
The gardener asks for more time to cultivate the ground and give the tree 
better conditions for bearing fruit in the future. That future fruit may yet save 
the whole tree. But without the inward work of cultivation, no outward fruit 
may be expected. 
 
This season of Lent is another chance for us to be still, find out what’s at 
the core of us, and to take steps to create a new interior environment suita-
ble for producing spiritual fruit. It is safe for us to be so honest. At rest with-
in the heart of the God who is, we have nothing to fear, and everything to 
gain. 
 
Spiritual Opportunities 
There are many great spiritual opportunities at our parish during this time of 
Lent. We have evening Masses on Wednesdays at 7pm. There are Stations 
of the Cross on Fridays at 3m & 7pm. Mark you calendar for our Parish Mis-
sions on April 7,8,9th and I also encourage you to consider one of our 
books available in the narthex or online programs (Bishop Barron – Daily 
Lenten Reflections, Dynamic Catholic – Best Lent Ever, or Loyola Press – 
Living Lent Daily). Please, consider some of those. 
 
Parish Survey  
After some discussion with our Parish Pastoral Council and Adult Formation 
Committee we decided that it would be very important for us to do a parish-
wide survey. During this time of Lent, when we listen and reflect more pro-
foundly, we want give all parishioners an opportunity to share some 
thoughts about our community. We should be sending out the link to the 
survey soon. Please, consider participating and completing in it. (If you 
haven’t received a link via email, please contact the office at of-
fice@sfaorland.org)  
 
Trip to Poland  
I know, I just came back form Holy Land, but a friend of mine – Fr. Arek Fa-
lana, a pastor of Incarnation Parish is organizing a trip to Poland and he 
really wants me to go with him this September 2019. I think this is going to 
be a great trip, so please, consider joining us. Read our bulletin for more 
details and even more importantly, come for an information meeting on Sat-
urday, March 30th at 6:30pm (after 5:15 Mass).   
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THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS SAVE THE DATE 
Monday, March 25 
♦ St. Peregrine Novena, 7:00 pm (CH) 
♦ Ministers of Care, 7:30 pm (GR) 
 
Tuesday, March 26 
♦ Acts of the Apostles, Session 1, 8:30 am 

(SFC) 
♦ Needles & Things, 12:30 pm (SFR) 
♦ Evening of Pentecost (Men & Women), 

7:00 pm (GR) 
♦ RTR, 7:00 pm (SFR) 
 
Wednesday, March 27 
♦ OA Meeting, 9:30 am (GR) 
♦ Acts of the Apostles—Session 1, 7:00 pm 

(SFC) 
♦ Knights of Columbus, 7:00 pm (GR) 
♦ Mass, 7:00 pm (CH) 
♦ Passion Play Practice, 7:00 pm (CH) 
 
Thursday, March 28 
♦ Sacred Heart Parish Retreat, 11:30 am 

(SFC) 
♦ Bunco, 1:00 pm (GR) 
 
Friday, March 29 
♦ Stations of the Cross, 3:00 & 7:00 pm 

(CH) 
♦ A.A., 7:30 pm (NR) 

 
Saturday, March 30 
♦ St. Vincent de Paul Orientation, 8:30 am 

(SFC) 
♦ Travel Meeting—Poland in September, 

6:30 pm (GR) 
♦ Helping Hands Easter Basket Project 

(Narthex & UH) 
 
Sunday, March 31 
♦ Helping Hands Easter Basket Project 

(Narthex & UH) 
♦ Passion Play Practice, 7:00 pm (CH) 
 

St. Francis 2019 Lenten Mission 
 

Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson 
 

Sunday, Monday & Tuesday 
April 7th, 8th & 9th  
7:00pm in Church 

 
Join us for 1, 2 or 3 nights 

 
The Tuesday evening presentation will be  

followed by Coffee and.., in the Great Room. 
 

Please bring a plate to share. 
 

WATCH FOR MORE NEXT WEEK! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!! 

“Let Us Build A House  

  

  

  

Where Love Can Dwell” 

Working with Crossroads Mission and  
Habitat for Humanity to build houses  

 

June 7 - 9, 2019  

Friday June 7th, 1-4pm - Skilled workers needed              
(21 & older) to measure, cut & prepare lumber 

Friday, June 7th, 4-5:30 - Training for Crew Leaders for 
the BIG BUILD 

Saturday, June 8 from 8am– 3pm - BIG BUILD DAY 

Sunday, June 9 - 9am– Noon - Load on to flatbed trucks 
for shipping 

 
Coordinating Parishes: 

St. George (Construction Site) 
Incarnation 

Our Lady of the Woods 
St. Elizabeth Seton 
St. Francis of Assisi 

St. Julie Billiart 
St. Michael 

Go to www.helpbuildhope.com for more information! 
Watch here for future updates! 



 

 



 

 

5 

burst forth with new life and its people are 
eager to share their culture, traditions, and 
delicious food with the whole world.  
 
On this pilgrimage through Poland, you will 
discover the country’s deep faith as we visit 
Gdansk, Torun, Warsaw, Czestochowa, 
Krakow, Auschwitz, Wadowice and 
Wieliczka.  You will be immersed in mo-
ments that will build your devotion as you 
travel through the homeland of the beloved 
St. Pope John Paul II, St. Faustina Kow-
alska and St. Maximillian Kolbe.  You will 
get a glimpse into the formative years of St. 
John Paul II, a devout man with a visit to 
Wadowice, the town where he was born 
and raised.  Step into the past when you 
see the church where he was bap-
tized.  Take a moment to reflect when a lo-
cal expert guides you through the former 
concentration camp of Auschwitz, where St. 
Maximilian was martyred.  In Krakow, spend 
time in worship at the Shrine of Divine Mer-
cy where the tomb of St. Faustina is locat-
ed.  And much, much more! 
 
As we travel through Poland, we will pray 
together, offer Masses in English, and we 
will also laugh and have unique opportuni-
ties for free-time shopping and sightsee-
ing.  This pilgrimage is a joint effort of two 
parishes: Incarnation and St. Francis.  Lim-
ited space is available on a first-come, first-
served basis.  We anticipate that the seats 
will fill quickly.  If you would like to find out 
more details or be part of this pilgrimage, 
please join us for one of the following meet-
ings: 
 

Incarnation / Bernardine Center (5757 W. 
127th, Crestwood) on Wednesday, March 

20th at 7pm; 
 

St. Francis / Great Room on  
Saturday, March 30th at 

6:30pm 

PARISH LIFE COMMISSION 

Pilgrimage to Poland w/Fr. Artur 
Meeting at St. Francis on March 30 
 
I would like to 
invite you to 
join me and Fr. 
Arek Falana, 
the pastor of 
Incarnation 
Parish, on a 
journey to Po-
land, a beauti-
ful country in 
the heart of 
Europe where 
we were born 
and 
raised.  This 
pilgrimage will 
take place in September, 2019.  Since the 
fall of the Communism in 1989, Poland has 

THINK SPRING!!! 
Men & Women Golfers Wanted 

Experienced and Beginners 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Golf League 
Rolling Hill (9-hole course) 
at Silver Lake Country Club 

14700 S 82nd Ave, Orland Park, IL 60462  
Monday Mornings, May 13-August 26 

 
Tee Times starting at 7:30 am 

League fee: $45 for the season – includes  
ending banquet and prizes 

Greens fee:  $14 Walking; $25 Riding 
 

 
TO REGISTER:  

Stop by the parish 
office with check or 
cash or credit card 

or register  
online at 

www.sfaorland.org 
using your credit 

card. 



 

 

 

1st Annual 
  

St. Francis of  
Assisi 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Saturday April 6 
from 1:30-3:30  

at the  
St. Francis Center 

(On the hill) 
 

Egg Hunt starts at 
2:00 

 
Ages 1-10 

 
Come say “hi” to 
the Easter Bunny 

and get your  
picture taken! 

 
Please bring an 
Easter Basket to 

collect eggs 
 

Sponsored by  
the Knights of  

Columbus 

Dr. Terry Nelson-
Johnson   

Running the Paschal  
Mystery Marathon 
 
What if the Paschal  
Mystery isn’t something 
that Jesus went through a couple thousand years ago, but rather is 
something that we’re all invited to live every day? What if the invitation to 
follow Jesus mean considering our own experience within the framework 
of our most basic Christian belief and remembering that resurrection al-
ways follows death? What if our Lenten journey is like training for the big 
race? 
 
Using a marathon metaphor and compelling stories from Scripture and 
our own lives, Terry will challenge us to run our own Paschal Mystery by 
teaching us how to look at life through the lens of Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter. 
 
Please join us as we pray our way to Easter. 
 
 
 
Terry Nelson-Johnson, D.Min. 
Street theologian, author and leader of the acclaimed Beloved retreat, and sto-
ryteller extraordinaire, Dr. Nelson-Johnson works with parents, teachers, pasto-
ral staff and members of faith communities across the country to design and 
conduct formation programs that encourage, affirm and inspire. A prolific writer, 
his reflections and essays have been widely published in local and national 
publications. 
 
Dr. Nelson-Johnson served on the faculty of the Loyola Academy Jesuit High 
School for 18 years and is Founder and Executive director of Soul Play, an ex-
periential, theological, educational enterprise serving congregations, families, 
schools and adult retreats. He is resident theologian presenter at Old St. Pat-
rick’s Catholic Church, holds a master’s degree from the Institute of Pastoral 
Studies Loyola University and a Doctorate of Ministry from the University of St. 
Mary of the Lake. He is the 2014 recipient of Loyola University Chicago&#39;s 
Damen Award from the Institute of Pastoral Studies. 

St. Francis 2019 Lenten Mission 

Running the Paschal Mystery Marathon 

Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson 

Sunday, Monday & Tuesday 

April 7th, 8th & 9th  

7:00pm in Church 

Join us for 1, 2 or 3 nights 

The Tuesday evening presentation will be followed  
by Coffee and.., in the Great Room.  

Please bring a plate to share. 

 



 

 

LITURGY COMMISSION 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

The next  
FRIENDS OF ST FRANCIS CLUB MEETING: 

 
Thursday April 25th. 

The Social Committee  
of St. Francis of Assisi  

welcomes all to a  
Pasta Dinner.  

 
 

This event is April 12, 2019  
from 4:30pm to 7:00pm  

in Upton Hall. 
 

The main adult entrée (vegetable  
lasagna and 3 jumbo raviolis) will 

be catered from RoccoVino’s.   
Salad, bread, butter, coffee, pop  
and dessert are also included.   

 
The child’s dinner entrée is 5 raviolis.   

Salad, bread, butter, dessert and  
a beverage is also included. 

 
Feel free to BYOB! 

 
Adults: $10.00 (ages 14 and up) 
 Children: $5.00 (13 and under) 

 
There will be NO tickets sold at the door.   

 
Tickets can only be purchased on the 

weekends  
of March 30 31 and April 6, 7  
due to the caterer’s deadline. 

 
Looking forward to seeing you! 

 
 Any questions, please call Laurie  

Arredondo 708.601.7113. 

Upcoming Vicariate V Ministry  
Commission Offerings 

 
Lector Training:  Mondays May 13 & 20 from 7 – 
9 pm at St. Germaine Parish.  This two part work-
shop focuses on the theology of The Word, the 
history of the Mass, liturgical language, proclama-
tion skills and the gifts required for liturgical minis-
try. 
 
Initial Training for Extraordinary Ministers of the 
Eucharist:  Mondays May 13 & 20 from 7 – 9 pm 
at St. Germaine Parish.  In Session One there will 
be a brief overview of the history and theology of 
the Eucharist. We will also explore the develop-
ment of the role of the laity in the liturgical life of 
the Church.  
 
Participants will be encouraged to share their ex-
periences of Eucharist and worship with one an-
other. Session Two will address the call to minis-
try and what it means to be a Minister of the Eu-
charist in the Church of today’s world. 
 
St. Germaine Parish Center 9711 S. KOLIN OAK 
LAWN, IL 60453 Workshop will be held in the 
Presentation Room. Enter the church off the park-
ing lot and go upstairs. There is an elevator.  
 
Register at least one week prior to the scheduled 
program. Some workshops require a minimum 
number of participants in order to be conducted.  
To register contact Jeanne Lassandrello at 
(708) 636-5060 E-Mail: jlass23@yahoo.com or 
Kathy McNicholas at  (708) 388-4004  
E-Mail: kmcnicholas@incarnationcatholic.com 
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Adult Faith Formation 

Late!  I write this be-
fore the celebration of 
St. Patrick’s and St. 
Joseph’s day; but you 
are reading it a week 
later.  Since this article 
does not include an 
invitation to any party 
– no one suffers.   
 
When I celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day I am re-
minded of my grand-
parents. Celebration of 
my ancestry provides 
an opportunity to recall 
the past. I gave into 
the ads and signed up 
for Ancestry.com.  I 
was slightly surprised 
by the results. My 
mother was adopted, 
but did have her bap-
tismal certificate so 
she knew the names 
of her birth parents. 
 
So most of my results 
were predictable: 85% 
Irish (my maternal 
grandparents and pa-
ternal grandmother) 
11% English (my pa-
ternal grandfather) and 
4% Scandinavian, an 
unknown wanderer!)   
 
Unfortunately, I had no 
knowledge of my 
mother’s parents; and 
knew a little of my 

dad’s. What I did know 
was how young they 
were when they came 
to this country; in their 
late teens.  They 
worked hard and sur-
vived; this pattern was 
true of so many immi-
grants – life was a 
challenge.  We know 
they were not always 
treated well –in Boston 
there were IRISH 
NEED NOT APPLY 
signs in the windows 
of many businesses.   
 
In general, what has 
amazed me about the 
European immigrants 
was their support and 
loyalty to the church 
and their parishes. 
Driving in older Chica-
go neighborhoods, I 
find huge and beautiful 
churches built for the 
most by poor people 
who gave what they 
could. The parishes 
composed of non-
English speakers, pro-
vided a bridge. The 
parish catholic school 
was bilingual – using 
both the native lan-
guage and teaching 
English as well. 
 
These “national” par-
ishes provided a famil-

iar environment recre-
ating some of home-
land in the new land.   
 
I have often wondered 
how these poor people 
built these beautiful 
churches.  I am not 
sure, but one reason 
was volume – they all 
came to Mass. Today, 
in the archdiocese we 
have about 30% of 
registered Catholics at 
Mass; in those days 
about 85%. If today, 
we had 60%, what a 
difference.  It is their 
dedication and faith 
that was most signifi-
cant.   
 
So my recollection of 
immigrants, those of 
my grandparents time, 
were men and women 
who worked hard, suf-
fered discrimination, 
were proud of their 
heritage and strong in 
faith. They became 
citizens and proud 
Americans. 
 
What strikes me today 
is to hear many who 
are great and great 
children of immigrants 
now so angry at new 
immigrants. Today, 
there is so much ani-

AROUND FOR AWHILE, by Fr. Ed Upton 
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION,  
James Field Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.  

mosity towards immi-
grants.  I would hope 
that those of us who 
are grandchildren of 
immigrants would want 
these new immigrants 
treated in a humane 
way. We should not 
want them to suffer the 
animosity that at times 

our family members 
experienced. This con-
cern is not political, but 
religious. Treating 
people well is at the 
heart of Jesus’ mes-
sage.  
 
While this is not typi-
cal, we learned a man 

in New Zealand who 
hated Muslim immi-
grants killed over 49 
and injured a like num-
ber.  
 
We are best when we 
learn from the past.   
Happy St. Patricks’ 
and St. Joseph’s. 

Hollywood has given 
us an image of Moses 
slipping off his shoes 
before a burning 
bush. God has just 
called Moses by 
name, and so that 
Moses doesn’t miss 
the meaning of this 
breakthrough in hu-
man history, God re-
quires that all barriers 
to the experience be 
eliminated. If you’ve 
ever tried to maneu-
ver barefoot across 
hot sand, or pick your 
way along a rocky 
beach, you know how 
sensitive feet can be. 
 
Within the Church, 
there are religious 
orders with a custom 
of going barefoot, not 
merely to show pov-
erty, but to be an out-
ward sign of a desire 
for connection with 
creation, a desire to 
go through life alert to 
what God is doing. In 
early days, when rec-
onciliation was a once
-in-a-lifetime possibil-
ity, penitents often 
went barefoot for a 
long period of time as 
a sign of their conver-
sion. Even today, 

people follow an an-
cient practice of slip-
ping off their shoes to 
walk in the proces-
sion to the cross on 
Good Friday. It is 
striking that the first 

use of our newly-
scrubbed feet from 
Holy Thursday night is 
to walk resolutely in 
the footsteps of Christ 
to the cross. 

MID--LENT CHECK IN,  
Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. 

God says to Moses, “This is what you shall tell 
the Israelites: I AM sent me to you . . . The 
LORD, the God of your [ancestors], the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Ja-
cob” (Exodus 3:14, 15). As Jesus would later 
say, God is not a God of the dead, but of the liv-
ing, and so we believe that the dead will one day 
rise.  
 
At this midpoint of Lent, we pause to consider 
how our repentance is leading us to the Resur-
rection, to our reunion with the great “I AM.” Part 
of our repentance involves working to secure 
justice for all and helping our neighbor to live in 
God’s ways.  
 
We encourage each other and nurture each oth-
er, like the compassionate gardener of today’s 
Gospel, who tells the owner of the orchard that 
he will nurture the tree, fertilize it, and perhaps it 
will bear fruit. 



 

 

ATTENTION PARISH TEENS AND ADULTS: 
 

After school childcare needed for two chil-
dren in Brook Hills. 

 
Tuesday- 2:30-5:30pm  
Friday- 2:30-5:00pm  

Saturday (2x a month) 6:15 am - 3:30pm  
 

Must have own transportation.   
 

More hours all day, Tuesday/ Friday in the summer if 
wanted.  

 
Please call Deborah for more information:   

630-452-5205 

EDUCATION & FORMATION COMMISSION 

RESPECT LIFE 
“Ira Byock, a hospice medical director, illus-
trates in his book The 4 Most Important Things 
how saying ‘I love you,’ ‘I’m sorry,’ ‘I forgive 
you,’ and ‘Thank you’ can promote much-
needed healing during the dying process. You 
can help ensure a peaceful transition for your 
loved one by facilitating opportunities for recon-
ciliation with others and for mutual expressions 
of love and gratitude.”  

 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

“Caring for Loved Ones at Life’s End,” 
www.usccb.org/endoflifecare  

Mom & Tot Storytime at CJB 
 

Join us for our final Spring Session 
Friday, April 12th 

Sessions meet from 12:15 -1:15 PM @ Cardinal Bernardin School 
 

Storytime is open to all 2- and 3-year old  
children.  

A parent/guardian must remain with your child. Listen to a story, make a craft, and participate  
in fun learning activities while you and your child meet new friends!Mom & Tot Storytime is FREE, 

but you must reserve your spot.  
 

Please call 708-403-6525 ext. 151. Reservations must be made by the Friday before your session 
date. 15 children max, per session. 

 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

9250 W. 167th Street, Orland Hills, IL, 60487 

St. Francis of Assisi is offering parishioners an opportuni-
ty to participate in a self-paced-at-home retreat entitled 
Companions of the Journey.  It offers you a chance to 
nourish your heart and soul, to find spiritual energy and 
more meaning in your life, and to see where you are on 
your journey with God. You set aside an intentional daily 
10-minute prayer time and meet seven times with a spir-
itual companion to share the fruit of your reflection on 
each of seven given topics.   
 

I’d like to invite you to consider taking part in this oppor-
tunity.  So ask yourself these questions: 

o   Who am I at this moment? 
o   What am I busy with? 
o   How can I grow in my personal prayer life? 
o   Where do I find God in my daily life? 

 
If you are interested, email Sr. Gael at ggens-
ler@sfaorland.org 

COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY FOR MEN AND WOMEN 
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2019 Passion Play 
  

We would like to extend an 
invitation to join in the Passion 

Play to all High School Students.   
 

We have started Passion Play practices. 
 

If you still haven’t signed up, join us in the 
Church at the dates and times below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information: 708-460-0042 

Sunday March 24 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Wednesday March 27 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Sunday March 31 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Wednesday April 03 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Wednesday April 10 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Pilgrimage to  
St. John Indiana 

 
THE SHRINE OF CHRIST’S PASSION &  
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH 

10:00 AM 5:30 PM 

SUNDAY APRIL 7, 2019 

COST: $0.00 
 

●  Mass 
●  Shrine of Christ’s Passion 

●  Shrine Gift Shop 
●  Lunch 

●  Become a closer parish community 
  

Pilgrimage Information 
A pilgrimage is a journey to a holy sacred place to 
know God more fully.   It’s not how far you go, or 
even where you go, but why you go that makes it 
a pilgrimage.  We are going to live our faith for a 
day at the Shrine of Christ’s Passion and with 
Mass and Lunch to better prepare ourselves for 
Easter. 

  
Shrine of Christ’s Passion Information 

The Shrine of the Christ’s Passion is a multi-media 
interactive, half-mile winding Prayer Trail that de-
picts the last days of Jesus Christ’s life. Forty life-
size bronze sculptures in a tranquil setting, with 
music and amazingly sculptured gardens allow 
visitors to experience the story of the crucifixion 
and resurrection as never before! Chicago broad-
caster Bill Kurtis narrates the audio recordings that 
you hear at listening stations along the path.  

 
Register by e-mail to sfyg@sfaorland.org 



 

 

HUMAN CONCERNS COMMISSION 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO  
ASSEMBLE EASTER BAGS  
APRIL 1 
 
Donations of mens socks, crayons, glue 
sticks, erasers, candy and fruit snacks  
accepted this weekend in Narthex 

This Lent, encourage your family to give back to 
others and help support our Catholic Charities 
Ministry Easter Bag project.   

 
We plan to assemble and 
share over 700 Easter 
Bags this year.  Bags will 
be delivered to children 
whose families visit the 
suppers and food pantries 
at St. Anne, St. Blasé and 
St. Christopher Parishes, 
as well as to children in 
these parish early learning 
programs.   
 

We also create bags containing hygiene kits, 
socks, tee shirts, etc. which are shared with the 
homeless that Catholic Charities serves. 
 
Please join us to work on this project on 
Monday, April 1st after the morning mass or 
at 6:30 pm in Upton Hall.   
 
BRING THE FAMILY!   
 
If you are unable to join us, but would like to 
make a contribution, we accept donations of 
mens socks, crayons, glue sticks, erasers, 
individually wrapped pieces of candy, and 
fruit snacks. 
 
This project is so beneficial to hundreds of chil-
dren, families, and men and women, and WE 
NEED YOUR HELP IN MAKING THIS HAPPEN. 
 
On behalf of those we serve, thank you for your 
consideration and support. 
 
Any questions, contact Mary Pat Osoba at 708-
460-5254 (mposoba@gmail.com) or Maureen 
Klouda at  
708-460-9141 (vikingshockey9@comcast.net). 

 
 

Easter Baskets 
For Parish  
Shut-ins, 
Holy Family Villa 
Residents 
                           
The Helping Hands Com-
mittee is hoping to bring 
a smile to the faces of 
our parish shut-ins and 
residents of Holy Family 
Villa this Easter with baskets donated by our pa-
rishioners.   
 
These baskets may be filled with personal care 
items such as: 
• Shampoo and conditioners 
• Hand cream, combs and brushes 
• Deodorant, toothpaste or dusting powder 
• Note cards, magazines, or books 
• Travel Kleenex packs 
• Pretzels, cheese and crackers, and snacks 
• Playing cards 
• “Homemade” Easter Cards from your little 

ones 
 
Use your imagination, be creative !! 
  
Mark your calendars!! 
 
Return your baskets the 
weekend of March 30th and 31st 
 
Make sure to mark your basket “Male or Fe-
male” 
 
Questions? Contact Teri 708.478.0474 
 
Thank you for your generosity!  
 
Baskets will be distributed Holy Week. 
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Coupons for Courage 
 

We continue to collect coupons for the COURAGE program.  This 
unique ministry advocates for pregnant young women following Chris-
tian values.  We accept any current coupons for baby products such 
as diapers, formula, and bath items. The coupon box is located on the 
counter, in the coat closet, off the narthex.   
 
Won’t you help young women, faced with a difficult situation choosing 
life for their babies?  For more information about COURAGE, go to 
their web site at:  www.courageprogram.org 

IMMIGRATION 
WHAT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH  

REALLY TEACHES! 
 
What does the Catholic Church really teach about 
immigration?  What is Catholic Social Doctrine and 
its basic principles on immigration?  You might be 
surprised.  The Knowledge and Prayer Series is 
proud to present Fr. Anthony B. Pizzo, O.S. A. / 
Prior Provincial Augustinians of the Midwest, Can-
ada and Peru who will speak at 7PM on April 1, 
2019 at St. Bernard’s Church, 13030 W. 143 St. in 
Homer Glen.  In addition, Imelda Salazar from the 
Southwest Organizing Project will speak on Com-
mon Sense Immigration Reform – a Political and 
Practical Perspective.  The topic is very much in 
the news lately so you owe it to yourselves to get 
the facts from people directly involved in the day-to
-day situation.  Hospitality will follow the program.  

 
SPONSORED BY THE MULTI-PARISH 

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRIES OF 
St. Bernard’s - Our Lady of the Woods -  

St. Francis of Assisi -  Our Mother of Good Counsel - 
St. Michael - Annunciation Byzantine Catholic Parish 



 

 

 

Saint Peregrine was healed of a 
cancerous ulcer on his leg which 
was considered beyond saving. 
The fame of this event in 1325 
spread rapidly round the western 
Church. Christians, and especially 
the sick, began to invoke his name 
and seek his intercession for the 
relief of their suffering and even for 

a cure from sick-ness. The canonization of St. Pere-
grine in 1726 increased people’s devotion to him which 
spread to the universal Church. St. Francis of Assisi 
began offering a novena to St. Peregrine on Mon-
day, February 4. The novena will be held for 9 con-
secutive Mondays.  All parishioners are welcome to 
participate. 

Home Deliveries to  
Sacred Heart Parishioners  
on Saturday, April 6, 2019 

 
Help us distrib-
ute care pack-
ages directly to 
the homes of 
those in need! 
 
Meet at St. 
Francis Lower 
Level entrance 
facing Wolf Road at 8:30 a.m.; return to St. 
Francis around 12:30 p.m. 
 
Hopkins Park is one of the poorest communities 
in Illinois.  Residents often have limited access 
and funds for everyday items we take for grant-
ed.  They are in great need of toilet paper, paper 
towels, facial tissue, toothpaste, bars of soap, 
shampoo, laundry soap, adult diapers, baby dia-
pers, Ensure and other nutrition drinks. 
 
Bring what you can on April 6 or drop off at the 
church office marked as “Sacred Heart Dona-
tion”.  Thank you! 
 
Please contact Lynne Sparks at (312) 806-
2224 if you can join us on April 6. 
 
Please note that some months we will make 
Saturday deliveries and some months we will 
attend Sunday Mass, host lunch and fill the pan-
try.  Watch the bulletin for more information! 
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S P R I N G 

The Helping Hands Committee will sponsor a 
Spring Food Drive on Saturday, April 6th 

and Sunday, April 7th benefitting: 
 

♦ Orland Township Food Pantry serving ap-
proximately 300 families monthly. 

 
♦ Saint Philip Neri Parish serving 1,800       

families in the South Shore area. 
 

* Saint Francis of Assisi’s Saint Vincent       
De Paul Society. 

 
Donations of food and money will be collected 

at the parish van parked near the front en-
trance of the church. Simply pull up and a 

Helping Hands member will assist you.  
 

Please help us aid those who are truly in 
need. Your support will have a huge impact  

on their lives.   
 

Thanks for your generosity.  



 

 

We joyfully welcomed the following  
children into our Christian community 

MARCH 17, 2019 
  

Patrick Ronald Carlson 
Son of Brian & Lisa (Rago) Carlson 

 
Dorian Vernard Casterline 

Son of Trevor Casterline & Jennifer 
Reusz 

 
Charlie James Lassandrello 

Son of James & Laura (Murray) 
Lassandrello 

 
Quinn Catherine Tholl 

Daughter of Nicholas & Susan 
(Conroy) Tholl 

Lenten Day of Reflection & Reconciliation 
 

The Shrine of Our Lady of  
Pompeii, 1224 W. Lexington,  

Chicago, IL 60607 
 

Communion in the Paschal Mystery 
  

Saturday, April 13 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

8:30 am check-in, coffee 
  

This annual Lenten 
Day of Reflection and Reconciliation 

is the time to understand and appreciate the 
good news that is given to us at Easter. 

 
This year we look into the beauty of the 
Paschal mystery as an opportunity to  

find peace in troubled times. 
  

It is a time to celebrate the sacrament of  
reconciliation and to prepare our house to  

receive the Lord once again at Easter. 
  

Presenters: 
 

Rev. Richard Fragomeni, PhD  
Rector, The Shrine of Our Lady of Pompeii 

 
Rev. Connor Danstrom, Chaplain,  

St. John Paul II Newman Center at UIC 
  

Take time to understand and appreciate the 
good news that is given to us at Easter, looking 

into the beauty of the Paschal mystery as an 
opportunity to find peace in troubled times. 

  
PROGRAM:  

Praise, Presentations, Silence or Small Group 
Reflection, Examination of Conscience, Recon-

ciliation Service with individual confession. 
  

Registration: $25 per person  
due by Wednesday, April 10.  Lunch included. 

  
3 Ways to Register:   

Call: 312.421.3757 (V/MC)  
 

Online: ourladyofpompeii.org 
 

Mail Check: The Shrine of Our Lady of  
Pompeii, Lenten Day, 1224 W. Lexington,  

Chicago, IL 60607 
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SICK RELATIVES 
& FRIENDS 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Barbara Bradlow 
Casper Broclawik 

Mary Budz 
Juanita Capriglione 

Carol Colby 
John Coyle 

James Devine 
Dylan Dryer 
Lisa Enguita 

Denis Fellman 
Louise Kearns 

Lorraine Kowalkowski 
Joseph Kress 
Mario Laino 
Cami Letsos 

Giovanna Picciolini 
Abraham Temsah 

Cecilia Wolf 

Saturday, March 23 
5:15 PM   Special Intention for Ann Ross, rq. by Mike & Mary Foley and Robert Phochl, rq. by 
Tina Bonato and Andrea Adams, rq. by Bernie & Diane McErlean and Adolfina & Adam Stanek, rq. 
by Eva & George Lopuszynski, rq. by John Tomczak, rq. by Carlo Family 
 
Sunday, March 24 
7:30 AM   Marie Jeanne Skorup, rq. by Emil Skorup and Bill & Anrita Owens, rq. by Dave & Mary 
Burns and Richard Soso, rq. by Bernie & Sue Flanagan 
 
9:00 AM    People of St. Francis 
 
10:30 AM  Virginia Starsiak, rq. by Denise Sorpassa, rq. by Raymond Hall, rq. by Royston & 
Michelle Connors, rq. by Matthew French, rq. by Rick & Tami Klein and Bernice Hockins, rq. by 
Marian Sinise 
 
12:00 PM  Mary Cusic, rq. by P.J. Cusic and Jacky Magafas, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll and 40th 
Wedding Anniversary for John & Sheila Pacholski 
 
Monday, March 25 
7:45 AM   Anthony & Florence Koziara, rq. by Wrubel Family and Tom Murphy, rq. by Cecilia 
Murphy 
 
Tuesday, March 26 
7:45 AM    Tom Hallissey, rq. by Kay Cernak 
 
Wednesday, March 27 
7:45 AM   Gene Winters, rq. by Rita Winters and Abi Joseph, rq. by Tiby Joseph 
7:00 PM   People of St. Francis 
 
Thursday, March 28 
7:45 AM   Steve Sabadosa, rq. by The Cechs 
 
Friday, March 29 
7:45 AM   Jo Mathius, rq. by Marvin Mathius and Maria & Franciszek Soltys, rq. by Waclaw   
Family 
 
Saturday, March 30 
5:15 PM   Norb & Lea Retis, rq. by Murawaski Family and Jacky Magafas, rq. by Mike & Virginia 
Lesnet 
 
Sunday, March 31 
7:30 AM   People of St. Francis 
 
9:00 AM    Richard Kozarewicz, rq. by St. Francis Helping Hands Committee and John Lebert, 
rq. by Barb & Mick Basila and Thomas Hallissey, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll 
 
10:30 AM  Living members of the Hanusiak Family and Living members of the Surowka Family, 
rq. by Dorothy & Andi Ciezczak and for the soul of Andy Gawron, rq. by Dorothy & Andy Cieczczak 
 
12:00 PM  Stephanie Satala and Irene Montgomery and Jack Martarano, rq. by Family and Betty 
Mersereau, rq. by Carol Grunow and Isabelita Sison, rq. by Silvio & Josephine Ferrara 

Richard Czerniak 

Thomas Hallissey 

William Simon, Jr. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday:     Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
 

Tuesday:    Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6-7bc, 8-9; Mt 18:21-35 
 

Wednesday:  Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; Mt 5:17-19 
 

Thursday:   Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Lk 11:14-23 
 

Friday:     Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-11ab, 14, 17; Mk 12:28-34 
 

Saturday:    Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-21ab; Lk 18:9-14 
 

Sunday:      Jos 5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34:2-7; 2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 Alternate readings (Year A): 1 Sm 16: 
1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41[1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38] 



 

 

Please visit the St. Francis Liturgical Minister Web Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 

Parish Stewardship  
 03/17/19 Year to Date 

Budgeted $   23,480.00 $  892,240.00 

Collected $   28,293.00 $  896,434.00 

Net $     4,813.00          $       4,194.00 

Christmas Offerings for 2018 were $168,591.01 

Please consider  
signing up for  

electronic giving.   
 

Go to our website, 
www.sfaorland.org 

and press the 
“Donate Now” button. 

 
You can also use the 
yellow form in your 
envelope packet or 

call the office to sign 
up: 708-460-0042 

 
Saturday, 
March 30 

5:15 PM Mass 

Sunday, 
March 31 

7:30 AM Mass 

Sunday, 
March 31 

9:00 AM Mass 

Sunday, 
March 31 

10:30 AM Mass 

Sunday, 
March 31 

12:00 PM Mass 

Presider Rev. Artur Sowa Rev. Rich Young Rev. Rich Young Rev. Ed Upton Rev. Ed Upton 

Deacon VOLUNTEER NOW John Donahue Michael Pindelski Mike Kiley VOLUNTEER  NOW 

Sacristan Ann Czarny Dolores Grekowicz Pamela Gervais Wendy Freer Laureen Pietranczyk 

Lector James Walsh (1) 
Diania Kufta (2) 

Kyle Laird (1) 
Richard Klein (2) 

Vincent Pryor (1) 
Rachel Weber (2) 

Gabby Bach (1) 
Greg Moe (2) 

Elena Reklaitis (1) 
John Pacholski (2) 

Eucharistic  
Minister 

Robert Adamowski 
Beth Bruozis 
Mary Burmeister 
Ann Czarny 
Lisa Kacerovskis 
Mary McNaughton 
Janet Modelski 
Robert Nerius 
Cynthia Patrick 
debi Ross 
Rev. Artur Sowa 
Martin Terpstra 
 

Olga Bartell 
David Burns 
John Donahue 
Bob Enguita 
Lisa Enguita 
Patricia Flynn 
Lisa Freisleben 
Patricia Grasso 
Dolores Grekowicz 
Rev. Rich Young 
 
 
 

Kathleen Biederman 
William Carroll 
Thomas Cech 
James Dykas 
Pamela Gervais 
Rosemary Januszyk 
Michael Pindelski 
Cheryl Pryor 
Casimir (Casey) Pytel 
Sheila Ramsey 
Rev. Rich Young 
Rosemary Zielinski 
 

Richard Bonetti 
 (sub requested) 
Susan Campagna 
Camille Clavio 
Wendy Freer 
Mary Greenan 
Mike Kiley 
Rob Klein 
Toni Klein 
Robert J. McGuire 
Sharon Moe 
Rev. Ed Upton 
Tricia Vidinich 

Diane Budz 
Cathy Kara 
Robert Long 
Linda McCormick 
Timothy McCormick 
Nancy Palacz 
Marcia Pavela 
Laureen Pietranczyk 
Rev. Ed Upton 
VOLUNTEER  NOW 
 
 
 

Altar Server 
Giuliana Cisek 
Giovanna Picciolini 
Anna Walsh 
 

Mark Freisleben 
Nicole Freisleben 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
 

Elizabeth Dykas 
Emily Dykas 
Kathleen Johnson 
 

Matthew Gaspardo 
 (sub requested) 
Kaylie Grossi 
Julia Malysz 

Matthew Sevik 
John Thompson 
Jack Tobin 
 

Usher 

Brian Whiteford (HU) 
Richard Roberts 
Joe Czarny 
Mike Zoladz 
Roxanne Zoladz 
Nancy Sullivan 
 

Dominic Zambuto 
(HU) 
Mary Ann Wyman 
Bud Wyman 
James Pedersen 
 
 

Peter Walsh (HU) 
Oriano Pagnucci 
Greg Gervais 
Richard Wysocki 
 (sub requested) 
Brian Barrett 
Harriet Antkiewicz 

Janet Fifer (HU) 
Gregory Fifer 
George Kelley 
Kelly Struck 
Jay Modelski 
Lynn Pajon 
 

Jerry Ondrus (HU) 
Joan Ondrus 
Don (David) Hodson 
Rosalie Hodson 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 
15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 

Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  Saturday - 5:15 PM; Sunday - 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM 
and Monday-Friday at 7:45 AM 

The Parish offices are located in the lower level of the church. En-
trance is via the walkway at the west side of the church building.  
Hours 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday thru Friday. Evenings and 
weekends are by appointment. The Chapel is located at the north-
east corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone: 460-0042,  Fax: 460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant: Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...) 
Receptionists: Marge Curran (mcurran@...) & Ann Carroll 
(acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Liturgy Coordinator: Gina Vitucci (gvitucci@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Eric Franklin, Michael Higgins, Kevin 
Moe, Ryan Reid 
Bulletin Editor: Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
 
MUSIC  Phone: 708-460-9831 
Director: Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org) 
Accompanist: James Draudt 
Children’s Choir Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...) 
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Phone: 708-460-0042 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org) 
 
 
 
The Religious Ed Offices are located in the St. Francis Center, up the 
hill, west of the church. Religious Ed office hours ar Monday thru 
Thursday, 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM. The Religious Ed offices are closed on 
Fridays. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
15010 Wolf Rd., Orland Park, IL  60467 
Phone: 708-460-5086 
Dir: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator: Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 (mkrzyminski@...) 
 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN (CJB) SCHOOL 
9250 W.167th St., Orland Hills, IL 60487 
Phone: 708-403-6525 
Principal: Mary Iannucilli 
Web page: www.cjbschool.org 

 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mkiley@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor 
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

REGISTRATION  Become a registered member of the parish by completing a registration form which is found in Church. 
 
BECOME A CATHOLIC - R.C.I.A.  The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic, please contact the 
parish office at 708-460-0042 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Baptism usually takes place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the month at 1:30 PM. Prior to the Baptism, 
parents need to call the office to make arrangements. A baptismal conference will be set up with the parents. 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN CATHOLIC SCHOOL  Our elementary Catholic regional school is located on the campus of St. Elizabeth 
Seton parish at 167th & 94th Ave. For registration information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Sessions are held on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for 
Grades 1-8, at the St. Francis Center (on the hill).  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 PM and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 PM.  Satur-
day sessions meet from 8:30 - 10:00 AM. Children’s Liturgy of the Word meets on Sundays during the 9 & 10:30 AM Masses for children 4-year
-olds to 4th grade, September-April. Call 708-460-0155 for more information. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and Lent. Individual confessions are 
heard on Saturdays at 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Weddings need to be scheduled at least 4-6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Couples are remind-
ed to secure the church date before the reception hall. Please check our website for more details. 
 
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK Anointing is celebrated every Monday, immediately after the 7:45 AM Mass. Those of advanced 
age or suffering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed. A priest is available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital. Please call 708-460-0042. 
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