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The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are guid-
ed by the Holy Spir-
it  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 

 Pastor’s Morsels And Tidbits 

Notes on the Scripture 

In the gospel Jesus faced Temple leaders, the parents of a sight-

challenged man, and the surprised man himself whose sight was re-

stored in order to clear up their perception of inherited sin. Jesus want-

ed them—and wants you—to see the truth of who he is and why he is 

here with us: to make us whole. When in your life have you been 

healed and have those around share in your restoration to wholeness? 

 

Lent 

In the first three centuries of the church Christians prepared for Easter 

by fasting—between two days to a week depending on local custom. In 

Rome the “paschal fast” may have lasted as long as three weeks. By 

the fourth century a full 40-day period of preparation was observed, 

imitating the 40-day fast of Jesus in the desert before undertaking his 

great mission. Fasting and prayer were natural components of the sea-

son because that’s how Jesus prepared himself. Almsgiving was add-

ed to the practices of Lent as it, too, was a traditional way of making 

sacrifice to God in the wake of sinfulness. Following a calendar of 

feasts and seasons dependent on one’s faith is an idea rooted in Juda-

ism. A liturgical calendar allowed Israel to practice gratitude and 

thanks, repentance and conversion, each in accord with the natural 

seasons, rains, and harvests. A cycle of liturgy also provided a way to 

instruct new generations about the faith in ritual and storytelling. 

 

Easter, the Christian Passover, was fixed by the Council of Nicaea in 

325 to coincide with the first full moon after the vernal equinox. That 

makes Lent the annual “springtime” of faith, quite literally, as the word 

Lent means “spring.” 

 

CRHP Men Retreat 

You have a chance this weekend to sign up for this great event. We 

are hosting our CRHP retreat for all the men of our parish on April 1&2. 

Please consider this opportunity and check the table in the narthex or 

the bulleting for more information. If you know someone who would be 

interested, please encourage them to do it. This is a great overnight 

retreat. Don’t miss it! 
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This week at St. Francis 

 Men’s CRHP Weekend, SFC 

 Easter Baskets for Shut-ins drop-off, 7:30 am (Narthex) 

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word during 9:00 and 10:30 am 
Mass (UH) 

 RCIA during 10:30 am (CH, GR) 

 Passion Play Practice, 6:00 pm (CH, SFR) 

Sunday, April 02 

 Living Like Francis, 8:30 am (GR) 

 Stations & Benediction, 3:00 pm & 7:30 pm  

 A.A. Meeting, 8:00 pm (NR) 

Friday, March 31 

 Men’s CRHP Weekend, SFC 

 Wedding Workshop, 11:00 am (CH) 

 Easter Baskets for Shut-ins drop-off, 5:15 pm (Narthex) 

Saturday, April 01 

 Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 

 Prayer Service, 7:30 pm (CH) 

Thursday, March 30 

 Bible Timeline Group 1, Series 3, 8:30 am (SFC) 

 Needles & Things, 12:30 pm (SFR) 

 Building & Grounds Committee, 7:00 pm (GR) 

 Mass, 7:30 pm (CH) 

Tuesday, March 28 

 Special RE, 5:30 pm (SFC) 

 Social Committee, 7:00 pm (GR) 

Monday, March 27 

 Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 am (GR) 

 Religious Ed (A), Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 

 Bible Timeline  Group 2, Series 2 & 3, 7:00 pm (SFC) 

 Evening of Discipleship—Women, 7:00 pm (GR) 

 Passion Play Practice, 7:00 pm (CH, SFR) 

Wednesday, March 29 

HUNGER  
RELIEF 
FOOD DRIVE  

THIS WEEKEND 
 

As we prepare for Easter the most 
asked question is where we are go-
ing to celebrate Easter Dinner. Sad-
ly for many of our fellow man the 
question is will I eat at all today and 
how am I going to feed my family. 1 
in 8 Americans face the insecurity of 
not knowing when they will have 
their next meal. 
 
Lent is a time for prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving. Please consider do-
nating non-perishable Food at the 
Church Van in the parking lot or 
making a Cash donation in the Nar-
thex on March 25 & 26. 
 
Donations benefit our parish’s St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, St. Phillip 
Neri, and the Orland Township Food 
Pantry. 

 
    

The Social Committee of  
St. Francis of Assisi  

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3u8D898XSAhWE34MKHVzmAaEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdvargas.info%2Fcategory%2Fhunger-relief%2F&psig=AFQjCNGhMc9zqquC0oBV6t4b_A2JBIEOaA&ust=1489029139915670
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Before Easter, the 8th graders from St. Francis RE re-enact Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Holy Saturday/Easter to help teach the children in the younger grades about these Holy days.   

 
We are grateful to our newly confirmed 8th Graders for sharing our faith and beliefs in these 

dramatic presentations:  
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PASSION PLAY SCHEDULE 
 
 Sunday March 26 6:00 - 8:00 pm 

Wednesday March 29 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Sunday April 2 6:00 - 8:00 pm 

Wednesday April 5 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Saturday April 8 3:00 - 7:00 pm 

Sunday April 9 8:00 am - 2:00 pm 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION, 2017 

St. Francis of Assisi Youth Ministry  
will Proclaim the Passion according to 

Matthew  on Saturday April 8, at  
5:15 PM and Sunday April 9, at 9:00 AM 

and 12:00 Noon 
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 “When God created each of us, He 
did so with precision and purpose, 
and He looks on each of us with love 
that cannot be outdone in intensity or 
tenderness.”  
 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities Respect Life 

Program Flyer: Masterpieces of God’s Creation 

        

Easter Baskets for  
Parish Shut-Ins and  

Holy Family Villa Residents 
 

BASKETS DUE APRIL 1 & 2 
 

You could make a difference in life of an el-
derly or ill person this Lenten season. The 
Helping Hands Committee is hoping to bring 
joy to our parish shut-ins and residents of Ho-
ly Family Villa this Easter through the contri-
bution of baskets donated by our parishion-
ers. These baskets may be filled with person-
al care items, things for them to do and 
healthy snacks. A few examples are: 
Besides a traditional basket, reusable bins 

are nice. You can decorate with ribbon and 
artificial flowers. Use your imagination! 
 

Please mark your basket “Man” or 
“Woman.” 

 
Get everyone involved in making the baskets 
and use this as family event 
for Lenten almsgiving. Have 
your little ones make home-
made Easter cards. If you 
have any, please contact 
Corinna Pytel at 478-0710, 
Teri Sankey at 478-0474, 
Debby Obler at 966-4727 or Kay Scanlan at 
226-1518. 
 
Please return your basket the weekend of 
Saturday, April 1

st
 and Sunday, April 2

nd
. Bas-

kets will be distributed before Easter. Thank 
you for your continued generosity. 

Shampoo/conditioner Hand cream 

Comb/ brush Deodorant 

Toothbrush/toothpaste Hand sanitizer 

Playing cards Paperback books 

Tissues Bandaids 

Magazines Pretzels 

Crackers Sugar free cookies/candy 

Note cards/pens Socks 

Puzzle books Small stuffed animals 

 

 
“RE-HUMANIZING OUR PERSECUTED 

BRETHERN” ON April 20 

Knowledge and Prayer Program at  
Annunciation Byzantine Catholic Church. 

 
The Multi Parish Respect Life Ministries is pleased to an-

nounce our April Knowledge and Prayer Program “Re-

Humanizing our Persecuted Brethren.”    Jeff Gardner, re-

nowned humanitarian photographer, author and producer, from 

The Picture Christian Project, will present on Thursday, April 

20th, 7 PM, at Annunciation Byzantine Catholic Church, 14610 

Will-Cook Rd. in Homer Glen.   

 

Christians today are the most persecuted group in the world. 

Despite this fact, media coverage about who Christians are 

and what they need is sparse.  By not showing them the media 

“disappears” Christians on a global scale.  The Picture Chris-

tians Project was begun in 2013 to change this.  

 

To get at the problem of Christian persecution and media ma-

nipulation, The Picture Christians Project  educates the public 

about Christians worldwide and how images are used to shape 

and push public opinion. Through the use of photography, their 

blog, and multi-media appearances their goal is to engage and 

better inform you about Christians and the world we live in.   

 

Through the use of powerful images and words their second 

goal is to re-humanize our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Peo-

ple are not just statistics or objects of a news story.  Through 

photography and telling personal stories they help to transform 

the persecuted from “something” back into a ”someone.”  

 

Jeff Gardner is an award winning producer, published author, 

journalist and humanitarian photographer.  He has worked in 

media for over a decade writing for a number of national publi-

cations, producing a number of syndicated national radio pro-

grams and appeared on a number of national Catholic radio 

networks.  Please join us for the very dramatic and moving 

presentation. 

 

RE-HUMANIZING OUR PERSECUTED BRETHERN 

Thursday, April 20th, 7 PM  

Annunciation Byzantine Catholic Church 

14610 Will Cook Rd., Homer Glen, IL 
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I am asked write this article 
a few weeks before publica-
tion.   Consequently, I’m late 
in extending St. Patrick and 
St. Joseph Day greetings.  It 
is a good to celebrate our 
ancestors. Most came to 
this country young, with little 
education, many having to 
learn a new language, but 
they held fast to their faith.   
 
As I reflect,   not just on the 
building of our church build-
ing, but also the building of 
our community of faith, I 
realize it was because of the 
foundation of faith shared by 
my family that I have been 
helped to share my Catholic 
faith at St. Francis.  
 
These new comers to Amer-
ica lived together when they 
first arrived - living with fami-
ly already here.  As they 
were able to find work and 
live independently, they 
continued to live in the same 
neighborhoods.  And so 
neighborhoods of ethnic 
groups formed.   And if they 
did not speak English, they 
established a parish that 
used their native language.  
 
Which is why, in Chicago, 
we had many parishes, in 
close proximity, serving vari-
ous language groups. 
 
Keeping strong in the prac-
tice of their faith, using their 
native language, provided 
stability as they worked to 
root themselves in this new 
culture. In going to Mass, 
they formed a community.  

has to work to be welcom-
ing and inviting.   
 
So, one of the initial ele-
ments in the design of St. 
Francis was to provide a 
welcoming entrance. The 
design was to help all feel 
welcome.  
 
The building was set back, 
the parking lot filled with 
trees not just be a sea of 
asphalt. The entrance was 
a large area designed with 
pavers, bordered by flow-
ers, to give both a less intui-
tional look and provide a 
place for people to gather 
and visit, – at least in the 
warm weather. 
 
The narthex is round – to 
give a warm embracing feel 
rather than designed with 
harsh right angles.  Much 
natural both from the sky 
light and the windows, ra-
ther than artificial lighting 
was e selected to provide 
the same feel.  
 
The theme of welcome was 
the design of the entrance. 
It was also to be a substan-
tial looking entrance more – 
acknowledging you were 
entering a church, not the 
Jewel.  
 
All this effort was of course 
built on the premise that all 
would share the responsibil-
ity to create a welcoming 
parish.   

This participation was not 
only expected, but support-
ed by family and community. 
Outside expectations:  cul-
ture, family, neighborhood 
all supported individual par-
ticipation in a parish and 
regular participation in Sun-
day Mass.  Without using 
these words, Mass participa-
tion was expected, not a 
choice.   
 
When St. Francis was 
formed at the end of the 20 
th century, we had to deal 
with a new reality. The sin-
gle ethnic neighborhood had 
disappeared. For the most 
part, the population of St. 
Francis was composed of 
many ethnic backgrounds 
and most residents, a few 
generations away from im-
migrant roots. The American 
culture now had more influ-
ence than the previous Eu-
ropean culture.  
 
I realize I am over simplify-
ing the immigrant movement 
in America and the popula-
tion of Orland Park. It is 
more nuanced than I am 
indicating – but I think my 
major point is valid:   The 
Catholic of late 20th century 
America is very different 
than the late 19th century 
catholic.  
 
And this difference was real-
ized in the building of our 
church.    While parishes still 
have boundaries, these are 
no longer strictly enforced. 
People go to a parish they 
choose.   And so a parish 

Adult Faith Formation 

AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 
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It is relishing the idea that 

we give of ourselves as 

Jesus gave of himself.  We 

repent, pay forward and 

develop a stronger disciple-

ship all at the same time.  

That’s pretty powerful! 

sinful violation of the 

privacy of others.” U.S. 

CCC p.434 

 

The Golden Rule is 

common to many reli-

gions. It states, “Do un-

to others as you would 

have them do unto 

you.” This rule can help 

us figure out whether or 

not it would be appropri-

ate to reveal the truth to 

someone who asks for 

it. CCC2510 

 

You may have had 

good intentions but your 

friend may not see it 

that way. Put yourself in 

her shoes. 

 

Want more? Catechism 

of the Catholic Church 

2464-2513 or chapter 

32 of the U.S. Cate-

chism 

 

Questions? parishof-

fice@sfaorland.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I shared some personal 

information about a 

friend and her situation 

to another person. Eve-

rything I said was true 

but I’ve been told that 

sharing this information 

is a sin. Is it? 

 

The right to know the 

truth is part of our un-

derstanding of the 

eighth commandment: 

“You shall not bear false 

witness against your 

neighbor.” Ex 20:16, 

Deut 5:20 This com-

mandment is not just 

about lying. 

 

The right to know the 

truth is not absolute. 

“No one is bound to re-

veal the truth to some-

one who does not have 

the right to know it.” 

CCC2489 “The security 

of others, their right to 

privacy, and a respect 

for the common good 

are reasons for keeping 

silent or being discreet 

in our language con-

cerning matters that 

should not be disclosed. 

It is also for these rea-

sons that gossiping is a 

I’M GLAD YOU ASKED THAT QUESTION   
by, Sue Flanagan 

I never realized how little I 

know about the seasons of 

the Church and their 

meanings.  This is Lent 

and we prepare for the 

Passion, Death and Resur-

rection of Christ and the 

Renewal of Baptism.   

 

Yes, we should pray, fast, 

and give alms.  But why do 

these things?  Thanks to 

“Great is the Mystery,” by 

Paprocki and Williamson, 

there is not only the rea-

son “Why,” but also “How.” 

 

They state that discipline 

and disciple come from the 

root word meaning 

“follower.”  To be a follow-

er (Disciple) of Jesus, we 

must practice discipline 

(following).  We get rid of 

our old selves during Lent 

by becoming new in Christ 

as his avid followers.  Fur-

thermore, intent should be 

made to practice disciple-

ship and let it grow 

throughout the year.  

 

It’s amazing how Lent be-

comes a season of joy 

when we add a twist to the 

three disciplines.   

 

Praying regularly, using 

the scriptures, quiet time 

and joining others is true 

communication with God.   

Fasting is a time to reflect 

in the satisfaction of Jesus.  

It reminds you of others in 

need.  God fulfills.  It is not 

just food but all the things 

in your life that are not 

necessary, but are in the 

way of your discipleship.   

Almsgiving includes time 

and service and acts of 

kindness among other 

things, not only monetary 

gifts. 

 

THOUGHTS  by, Pat Depcik 
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Our next trip is set for April 2 to celebrate 
Noon Mass followed by fellowship and 
discussion about current needs and op-
portunities for sharing.  We wil also take 
meat to stock their freezer as well as dia-
pers and toliet paper. 

The Future of Adult Mission 
Opportunities 
 

On March 4, ten St. Francis of Assisi parishioners 
traveled to celebrate Noon Mass with the parishion-
ers of Sacred Heart Mission Church in Hopkins Park, 
IL (about 10 miles east of Kankakee). From our ex-
perience: 
  
“Although Sacred Heart church is small, there is a 
fellowship among parishioners and staff that makes it 
feel like one big family.  They were very welcom-
ing”.  Joyce Franklin 
  
“Having worked in the inner cities of many major met-
ropolitan areas across the United States while in fed-
eral law enforcement, I am familiar with the plight of 
poverty by so many in our nation. Sacred Heart Par-
ish is situated in a very rural area of Kankakee Coun-
ty. Once populated by over 9,000 residence, has now 
dwindled to several hundred. No infrastructure, no 
employment opportunities and one would think no 
hope. But quite the contrary!!  We found the parish-
ioners proud and hopefully. This parish is represent-
ed by all races. The parishioners all saw through 
their color or background to form a small community 
of believers. Very concerned with social issues that 
effect the lives of so many within but also outside 
their community. My wife and I left Scared Heart Par-
ish with a better understanding of the problems that 
face so many people living in Hopkins Park and an 
appreciation for their strong faith and commitment to 
participate and grow Sacred Heart Parish.  We look 
forward to growing in faith together.”  Tim and Linda 
McCormick 

 
“What an eye opening, humbling experience to cele-
brate Mass with Sacred Heart parishioners.  I felt 
blessed to experience Mass with such kind and wel-
coming people who live in such impoverished condi-
tions and realized how much of my life I take for 
granted.”  Maureen 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed our trip to Sacred Heart Mission. 
Although I was disheartened by the extreme poverty 
right in our own backyard, the most impactful part of 
the trip was the Mass we attended. I was really 
moved by the congregation and staff’s dedication to 
their parish. How many of our Chicagoland churches 
would remain open for only 30 families?! They wel-
comed us strangers with open arms and made me 
feel included and comfortable celebrating Mass with 
them. The personal element of their Mass was very 
touching; the singing of the Our Father, the priest’s 
use of each parishioner’s name at Communion and 
the entire congregation holding hands during the Our 
Father. They were an incredible group of people who 
certainly don’t wear their poverty on their sleeves. I 
look forward to the next trip to Sacred Heart and wish 
to help the committee as much as I can.  - Cathy Ka-
ra 



 03/26/17                                              ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH, ORLAND PARK                                                   11      

St. Francis  
Book Club  

The St. Francis  

Book Club  

meets the  

third Tuesday  

of most months  

at 1 pm in the  

Niehaus Room.  

  

Our next meeting is  

Tuesday, April 18, 2017  

at 1 pm.   

We will discuss: 

“The Nest” 

by, Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney 

welcomes all to a  
Pasta Dinner.  
April 7, 2017  

from 4:30pm to 7:00pm  
in Upton Hall. 

 
The main adult entrée (vegetable la-

sagna and 3 jumbo raviolis) will be ca-
tered from RoccoVino’s.   

Salad, bread, butter, coffee, pop and 
dessert are also included.   

 
The child’s dinner entrée is two 

chicken tenders and macaroni and 
cheese.  Salad, bread, butter, dessert 

and beverage are  
also included. 

 
Feel free to BYOB! 

 
Adults:      $10.00 (ages 14 and up) 
Children:       $5.00 (13 and under) 

 
There will be NO tickets sold at the 
door, due to the caterer’s deadline.   

 
Tickets can only be purchased  
THIS WEEKEND AND NEXT  

 
Looking forward to seeing you! 

  
Any questions,  

please call Laurie Arredondo  
708-478-7113. 

 

 

The Rosary 
 

“Confidently take up the Rosary once 

again.  Rediscover the Rosary in light of 

Scripture, in harmony with the Liturgy,  

and in the context of your daily lives.” 

                         St. John Paul II                      

 

The next Rosary for Life will be on  
 

Saturday, April 1st at 10:00 AM 
 

in the Eucharistic Chapel at the 
base of the Bell Tower 

 

Please join us!  
 

Children are encouraged and  
welcome! 
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Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying,  
“I am the light of the world.   

He who follows Me shall not walk in  
darkness, but have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 
 

You are invited to attend  
Christ Renews His Parish  

a retreat for adult parishioners interested in 
 personal growth and spiritual enhancement  
in an atmosphere of peaceful reflection, held 

 in the St. Francis Center, on the hill. 
 

Attendees have the time to listen, learn,  
refresh, reflect, pray,  participate in the  

sacraments, and perhaps find what may be 
missing in your life. You will also have fun,  

great food and great company.   
 

The atmosphere is casual and you will begin 
friendships that will last  a lifetime.  It is a break 

from a busy schedule to renew spiritually.   
There is no cost to you; just your time. 

 

Men   - April 1 & 2 
 

Register in the Parish Office or  
online at:  

www.sfaorland.org/crhp-registration 

 

Friends of  
St Francis Club April 2017 

 

The Friends of St Francis Club April gathering is 
on Thursday April 20

th
 at Noon.   

 
Refreshments will be provided.  We will  

also have a sign -up sheet and be taking ad-
vance payments for the May Crowning Lunch-

eon that will be held on Thursday May 18
th
.    

 
Advance reservations and payment for this 

event is required.   The cost will be $13.00 per 
person which includes a  

catered luncheon.   
Payment by cash or checks made payable to  

St. Francis of Assisi with May Crowning on the 
memo line will be accepted.   

 
Anyone that would like to make new friends  
and enjoys a Bingo game or two and is 55+  
is welcome to join.  Membership is month to 
month so there is no long term obligation.   

If you are interested in joining our club,  
please contact: 

 
Dolores Grekowicz, 708-403-4135 or  

Cindy Bennecke, 708-912-0524 

http://www.sfaorland.org/crhp-registration.html
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please consider signing up for electronic giving.   
 

Sign Up Today:  
  

 Go to our website, www.sfaorland.org and 
press the “Donate Now” button  

 

 www.sfaorland.org and press the “Donate 
Now” button  

 

 You can also use the yellow form in your enve-
lope packet 

 

 Call the office to sign up: 708-460-0042 

 03/13/17 Year to Date 

Budgeted $  23,050.00  $ 852,850.00 

Collected $  24,526.00   $  864,597.00 

Net  $    1,476.00 $    11,747.00  

LOCAL LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICES 

Parish Language Offered Date Time 

St. Christopher English/Polish Saturday, April 1, 2017 After 5:30 p.m. Mass 

St. Cyril (tri-parish service) English/Polish Monday, April 10, 2017 5-6 p.m.; 7-8 p.m. 

St. Damian English Sunday, March 19, 2017 6-8 p.m. 

St. Elizabeth Seton English  Sunday, March 5, 2017 7 p.m. 

St. Francis of Assisi English/Polish Monday, April 10, 2017 7:30 p.m. 

Incarnation English/Polish Saturday, April 8, 2017 5:30 p.m. 

St. Julie Billiart English Monday, March 27, 2017 7 p.m. 

St. Michael English/Spanish Tuesday, April 4, 2017 Part of mission @ 7 p.m. 

Our Lady Polish Mission Polish Not scheduled as of Feb. 22  

Our Lady of the Woods English/Polish Tuesday, April 11, 2017 7-9 p.m. 

Sacred Heart English/Polish Tuesday, March 28, 2017 7:30 p.m. Mission 

St. Stephen (Tinley Park) English/Polish Tuesday, April 4, 2017 7 p.m. 

https://www.givecentral.org/new/core.php?do=event_signup_link&key=GC-5150569088586
https://www.givecentral.org/new/core.php?do=event_signup_link&key=GC-5150569088586
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Holy Thursday Pilgrimage 
 

After mass on Holy Thursday, we will visit area churches for prayer and  
adoration. We will travel by bus to St. Bernard Parish (Homer Glen), Our Lady of 

Peace (Darien), St. John of the Cross (Western Springs), St. Francis Xavier 
(LaGrange) and Annunciation Byzantine Catholic Church (Homer Glen).  

 

Sign up in the Narthex (at the bulletin board) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

St Bernard’s,  
Homer Glen 

Our Lady of Peace,  
Darien 

St. John of the Cross,  
Western Springs 

St. Francis Xavier,  
LaGrange 

Annunciation Byzantine Catholic  
Church, Homer Glen 
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Beth Spalla 

Helen Miller 

 

Part-time Caretaker  

Needed for adult  

with Multiple  

Sclerosis 
  

Please call Kathy:  

815-603-2737 

 

To the parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi, 
 
I wanted to thank you all for the welcome you provided me during my time in your 
parish.  It is always a privilege for me to be invited to share our Catholic faith.  I 
appreciate the gift of your time, your presence and our personal chats. 
 
I want to thank Fr. Artur for his kindness and hospitality in having me speak at the 
mission. I also want to thank staff members and all who volunteered for their help 
in planning and handling details for the mission. 
 
I hope that the messages I offered can give us all a reminder of God’s close pres-
ence in the realness of everyday life.   
 
In our busy lives, there is always an invitation for us to spend time with God in 
prayer—both in quick thoughts and moments especially set aside. 
 
God chose an ordinary family to become incarnate.  God still chooses our fami-
lies—at home and the parish family—to make himself known.  It isn’t always easy 
to remember that.  I hope you and I can see Christ present in those closest to us. 
 
We are also called and sent out as apprentices—to “wash feet” and serve like  
Jesus did. 
 
I will continue to remember you all in prayer and ask that you pray for me and my 
family. 
 
Peace, 
 
Mike Patin 
 

“Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things give thanks to God,  
because this is what God expects of you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thess. 5: 16-18). 
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Saturday, March 25 
5:15 PM    Mary Kay McCarthy, rq. by Tom & Adrienne Wieczorek 
     and Mary Cusic, rq. by P.J. Cusic and Vincent  
     Crivellone, rq. by James & Carmen Walsh 
   
Sunday, March 26 
7:30 AM    Marie-Jeanne Skorup, rq. by Helen Kwiatkowski and  
     Joe McGlynn, rq. by Andy Barrett Family and Louis   
     Urzen, rq. by Donna Budz 
     

9:00 AM    Augustin Mangila, rq. by Mangila Family and Annie   
     Ryan, rq. by Lebert Family and Maria Soltys, rq. by   
     Waclaw Family 
     

10:30 AM   Marguerite Connors, rq. by Len & Lyn McEnery &    
     Family and Adolfina Stanek, rq. by Mark & Collin  
     Weber and Marie & John Misiorowski, rq. by Richard & 
     Linda Misiorowski 
    

12:00 PM   People of St. Francis 
   
Monday, March 27 
7:45 AM  Gene Winters, rq. By Alice Sodora and Maria Tam   
   Tran, rq. by Walter & Carol Nagle 
 
Tuesday, March 28 
7:45 AM    Phil Reynolds, rq. by Tom Kilmartin and special  
     intention for Jimmy & Lucy, rq. by Carol Nagle 
7:30 PM    Margaret Kulovitz, rq. by Del Zielinski 
 
Wednesday, March 29 
7:45 AM    Josephine Mathius, rq. by Marvin Mathius and Fr.    
     Matthew Chollempel, rq. by Regi Pathyal and Mary   
     Soletta, rq. by Lucky Smith 
      
Thursday, March 30 
7:45 AM    Leatrice Retis, rq. by Ceil & Tom Murphy and Beth   
     Spella, rq. by Trisha Goldberg & CRHP #20 
7:30 PM    Prayer Service  
 
Friday, March 31 
7:45 AM    Jack Martarano, rq. by Family and Irene Montgomery,  
     rq. by Family and Stephanie Satala, rq. by Family 
 
Saturday, April 01 
5:15 PM    Michael McCormick and James Scannell, rq. by     
     McCormick Family and Mary Kay McCarthy, rq. by   
     SFA Ushers 
   
Sunday,  April 02 
7:30 AM    People of St. Francis 
     

9:00 AM    Schweiger & Norris Families, rq. by The Family and   
     Leonard Santor, rq. by Dolores Grekowicz & Family   
     and Roman Nowak, Sr. & Roman Nowak, Jr., rq. by   
     Family 
     

10:30 AM   Josephine Barbaro, rq. by Marge Ferrilli and Diane   
     Gillooley, rq. by Runyon Family and Clement Koehler,  
     rq. by Sue Koehler 
    

12:00 PM   Veronica Wieczorek, rq. by Tom & Adrienne Wieczorek 
     and Elsa Laino, rq. by Leanne & Jim Hahn 

 

David Burberry 

Jan Bruozis 

Emily Cepkauskas 

Michael Clavio 

Jean DiPentima 

Carol Dombrowski 

Sandy Gibson 

Diane Ginley 

Marge Janakowski 

Dr. James Kline 

Regina Knapp 

Evelyn Kotovsky 

Lorraine Kowalkowski 

Joe Lipien 

Mary Ann Long 

Bernie McErlean 

Grace McGuire 

Aly Mullins 

Brian Petrick 

Phil Reynolds 

Chuck Springer 

Denise Umporowicz 

Jeff Walls 

Rita Webster 
 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially: 

 

 

CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT 
  

The future king, David, in today's first read-

ing, is an example of a type of character 

present throughout the Hebrew scriptures. 

He is the child born out of place (not the 

eldest or most favored) who ends up receiv-

ing the promise of the covenant. The spirit 

of God's anointing rushes upon him. In this 

way, he is similar to the man born blind 

from today's Gospel.  

 

David's family and the blind man's commu-

nity did not expect the miraculous grace of 

God's love to work through them. Perhaps 

they, too, were "blinded" by the expecta-

tions and assumptions of those around 

them. Yet, after being touched by God, they 

both came to "see" the presence of God's 

will for them. Both became messengers of 

God's will. That same Spirit of God's anoint-

ing rushed upon us at our baptism; we were 

given a candle as a sign of our membership 

in the Body of Christ, the Light from Light.  

 

Our vocation, then, is to fulfill that enlighten-

ment, that anointing, as Ephesians tells us, 

by living as "children of the light." 

 
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
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Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web  
Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 01 - 5:15 PM 

Presider E. Upton Deacon  

Altar Servers A. Elizondo A. Vales R. Vales 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

R. Adamowski 
D. Blahaus 
B. Bruozis 
G. Dzimiela 

E. Erdman 
C. Funk 
J. Modelski 
S. Vari 

J. Wator 
J & S Zubik 

Readers R. Thies J. Walsh  

Sacristan E. Erdman   

Ushers A. Rzeszutko 
R. Rzeszutko 

L. Springer 
N. Sullivan 

M & R Zoladz 

 

Monday:  Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b;  
  Jn 4:43-54 
 

Tuesday:  Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;  
   Jn 5:1-16 
 

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 
  17-18; Jn 5:17-30 
 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 
 

Friday:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23;  
  Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
 

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12;  
  Jn 7:40-53 
 

Sunday:  Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11; 
  Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45] 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 02 - 7:30 AM 

Presider R. Young Deacon J. Donahue 

Altar Servers A. Lubinski A. Lubinski J. Malysz 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

J. Donahue 
D. Faxel 
P. Goldberg 

P. Grasso 
D. Grekowicz 
R. Klein 

E. McCarthy 
P. Seaman 
D. Zambuto 

Readers G. Saletta minister needed  

Sacristan D. Grekowicz   

Ushers J. Calcagno J & P Belski minister needed 

SUNDAY, APRIL 02 - 9:00 AM 

Presider R. Young Deacon J. Donahue 

Altar Servers E. Dykas E. Dykas M. Dykas 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

K & T Cech 
J. Donahue 
J. dykas 
P. Flynn 

P. Gervais 
D. Heatter 
R. Januszyk 
M. Nelson 

C. Pryor 
K. Pryor 

Readers C. Pytel K. Pytel  

Sacristan P. Gervais   

Ushers G. Gervais 
K. Heatter 

D. Mackowiak 
K. Nelson 

O. Pagnucci 
R. Wysocki 

SUNDAY, APRIL 02 - 10:30 AM 

Presider A. Sowa Deacon D. Carroll 

Altar Servers I. Schreck W. Schreck B. Siemiawski 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

D. Carroll 
W. Freer 
M. Greenan 
L. Higgins 

G. Kaminski 
J. Magafas 
A. Mitrovich 
J. Ota 

P. Piazza 
M. Terpstra 
B. Whiteford 

Readers S. Pacholski J. Pacholski  

Sacristan W. Freer   

Ushers J. Winters 
G & J Fifer 

J. Higgins 
J. Higgins, Jr. 

J. Modelski 

SUNDAY, APRIL 02 - 12:00 PM 

Presider S. Dombrowski Deacon M. Kiley 

Altar Servers N. Buckley C. Kane M. Sevik 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

D. Blahaus 
D. Budz 
M. Kiley 

R. Long 
L & T McCormick 
L. Pietranczyk 

M. Vaas 
T. Wieczorek 

Readers D. Kufta T. Glynn  

Sacristan L. Pietranczyk   

Ushers J. Ondrus 
M. Olk 

J. Ondrus 
M. Powers 

L. Tucco 
minister needed 

 

 
 

We joyfully  
welcomed the  

following children 
into our Christian  

Community:   
 

Brynn Rose Fregeau 
Daughter of John & Cynthia (Statis) Fregeau 

March 12, 2017 

Anna Grace Gill 
Daughter of Matthew & Maureen (Jorgensen) 

Gill 

Julia Rose Henkes 
Daughter of Jeffrey & Cynthia (Darovic) Henkes 

Oliver Daniel McCormies 
Son of Miles & Chastity (Maggio) McCormies 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

 

The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church build-
ing.  The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, 
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed 
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays.  The Eucharistic 
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day.  The Chapel is 
located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 

ADMINISTRATION  Phone:  460-0042 Fax:  460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant:  Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists:  Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Andy Bakes, Joe Boyce, Eric Frank-
lin, Michael Higgins 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Phone:  460-0155, 
Fax:  460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 
(mkrzyminski@...) 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
Phone:  403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)   
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
BULLETIN 
Editor:  Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send 
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office. 
 
PARISH LIBRARY           
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library  

 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY: 5:15 PM  SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY:  7:45 AM 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the 
Religious Education Center.  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Saturday sessions meet 
from 8:30—10:00 a.m.  Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sun-
days during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th 
grade, September-April.   
 
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary 
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis.  For registration 
information, contact the school at 410-6525. 
 

Become a Catholic 
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested 
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042. 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday, 
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass.  Those of advanced age or suf-
fering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.   
 
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital.  Please call 460-0042. 

 
Baptisms 

Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 1:30.  Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to 
make arrangements.  A baptismal conference will be set up with the 
parents.   
 

Marriages 
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance 
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church 
date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more de-
tails. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and 
Lent.  Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 

 
Registration 

You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a 
registration form which is found in Church.   
 

Boundaries 
North:  135th St.     South:  183rd St.  

West:  Will-Cook Road      
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St. 

104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St. 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

REV. STEVEN DOMBROWSKI, Associate Pastor 
(sdombrowski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mak1950@sbcglobal.net) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 




