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The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are  
guided by the Holy 
Spirit  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 
 Pastor’s Morsels And Tidbits 

Happy Easter 
I just want to take this opportunity to wish all of you Happy Easter. I 
am truly grateful to God for the chance to celebrate with you the joy 
of Resurrection. May the Risen Christ fill your hearts with hope and 
love.  Rejoice and have a blessed Easter!!! 
 
Easter Sunday Gospel 
Early in the morning on the first day of the week, while it was still 
dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone was 
moved away from the entrance. She ran at once to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, breathlessly panting, “They took the Master from 
the tomb. We don’t know where they’ve put him.” 
 
Peter and the other disciple left immediately for the tomb. The other 
disciple got to the tomb first, outrunning Peter. Stooping to look in, he 
saw the pieces of linen cloth lying there, but he didn’t go in. Simon 
Peter arrived after him, entered the tomb, observed the linen cloths 
lying there, and the kerchief used to cover his head not lying with the 
linen cloths but separate, neatly folded by itself. Then the other disci-
ple went into the tomb, took one look at the evidence, and believed. 
No one yet knew from the scripture that he had to rise from the dead 
(from John 20). 
 
Faith starts here 
Easter Sunday asks you to look inside an empty tomb and discover 
your faith. You're asked to believe in nothing, so to speak. You're 
asked to do what Jesus once proposed: to happily become those 
who have not seen and yet believe. The empty tomb is a blank page 
upon which many interpretations can be written. Did "they"—did 
someone—take the body and put it elsewhere, as Mary Magdalene 
wonders in this version of the Easter events? Did disciples them-
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This week at St. Francis 

♦ Children’s Liturgy of the Word, during 9:00 & 10:30 am 
Mass (UH) 

♦ First Eucharist Family Mass II, 9:00 am & 10:30 am 
(Narthex, CH) 

♦ Youth Ministry Pizza, and…, 11:30 am (SFR) 

Sunday, April 23 

♦ A.A. Meeting, 8:00 pm (NR) 

Friday, April 21 

♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 8:30 am (SFC) 
♦ First Eucharist Family Mass II, 5:15 pm (Narthex, CH) 

Saturday, April 22 

♦ Friends of St. Francis (Seniors Club), 12:00 pm (SFC) 
♦ St. Vincent de Paul, 7:00 pm (NR) 

Thursday, April 20 

♦ Bible Timeline Group 1, Series 3, 8:30 am (SFC-MP) 
♦ Small Faith Group/Scripture Study, 8:30 am (SFC-MP) 
♦ Book Club, 1:00 pm (NR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades K-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 4-8, 7:00 pm (SFC) 

Tuesday, April 18 

♦ Parish & Religious Ed Offices Closed 
♦ Morning Mass at 9:00 am (CH) 

Monday, April 17 

♦ Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 am (GR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Bereavement Committee, 7:00 pm (NR) 
♦ Bible Timeline Group 2, Series 2 & 3, 7:00 pm (SFC) 

Wednesday, April 19 

selves steal the body, as the Temple author-
ities had feared they might? Did something 
else happen; something incredible; a thing 
that can hardly be described because it's 
never happened before? Did a man who 
was crucified, died, and was buried walk free 
of the tomb of his own volition? 
 
Faith doesn't begin with baptism: If it did, the 
world would be bursting with faith-filled peo-
ple! Faith doesn't start with fidelity to the 
sacraments, saying your prayers, reading 
your Bibles, gathering with people who give 
their assent to all the same morals and prin-
ciples. Christian faith starts here, at the 
mouth of an empty tomb. It begins with an 
honest assessment of a negative space. 
You're asked to look into the void of death 
and to answer truthfully: What do you see 
there? Is that the shape of your most dread-
ful fears, or is it a God-shaped hole? Does 
the empty tomb confirm the pointlessness of 
your life, or is it the doorway to ultimate 
meaning and validation? Is the resurrection 
of Jesus good news for Jesus or Good News 
for human history? Did the clock stop for the 
gospel story on Good Friday, or did a win-
dow open on eternity? 
 
If you're going to believe anything you say in 
church, you have to start here, at the empty 
tomb. You have to put your trust in the dark-
ness and believe that God waits for you 
there. 
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had a great relation-
ship with God.   
Knowing that there 
was a very strong 
possibility that our  
relationship might 
 

 very well lead up to 
marriage, and after 
the question arose 
on how we would 
want to raise our chil-
dren, I thought it best 
to start attending 
church weekly, a 
Catholic church. 
Thus, I decided on 
Catholicism.  If mar-
riage was in our fu-

 

Vincent Loef-
fler was raised 
Greek Orthodox 
but “wasn't involved 
much in the church. 
My fiancee (and my 
sponsor) Magdale-
na is from Poland 
and was raised 
Catholic and very 
involved in the 
church. I've attend-
ed church with her 
and her family 
somewhat while we 
were dating but af-
ter we got engaged 
I wanted to the next 
step and fully en-
gage in the Catho-
lic faith before we 
got married. The 
class has been one 
of the most eye 
opening experienc-
es of my life and I 
am incredibly 
thankful for all that I 
have learned and 

am excited for eve-
rything I have yet to 
learn.” 

Jonathan Moore 
was raised Presby-
terian and “while I 
have always been a 
believer, my faith 
wasn't as strong as it 
could or should 
be.  All of this 
changed when I met 
my fiance about 4 
years ago.  She was 
raised Catholic and 

 

At the Easter Vigil our two RCIA candidates, 
Vincent Loeffler and Jonathon Moore, were 
welcomed into the St. Francis Family. They 
have studied, prayed and worshiped together 
since last Fall. We continue to pray for them as 
they begin their journey as disciples, growing 
stronger in their relationship with God, every-
day. 
 
Thanks to these two young men, for their will-
ingness to be open to the faith we 
share.  Thanks also to their catechists and 
sponsors who have shared faith and their en-
thusiasm over the past few months.   
 
If you recognize our new members at church, 
please offer your congratulations. 

ture, I didn't want to 
raise our children in 
a divided family with 
religious differ-
ences.   
 
After attending 
church with regulari-
ty, I began to have a 
better, more mean-
ingful relationship 
with the Lord.  So 
began my 8 month 
journey of conver-
sion.  Not only has 
my faith become the 
strongest it's ever 
been, I have met 
some great people 
along the way.  Eve-
ryone in the class 
was very supportive 
and welcom-
ing.  God works in 
mysterious ways, 
and I truly believe 
that this journey is 
just the beginning of 
a wonderful and con-
tinued relationship 
with the Lord. God 
Bless!”       

Jonathan Moore  
Age 29 

Orland Park, IL 

Vincent Loeffler  
Age 25 
Orland Hills, IL  
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Celebrate the giving spirit of  
our parish children in Religious Ed! 

During Lent we collected for a special  
mission fund.  

This year our funds will assist  
the people of  

Sacred Heart Mission in Pembroke 
Township in Illinois.  

The children of St. Francis  
collected quarters, nickels, dimes  
and pennies which added up to 

$1627.24. 
 

Many thanks to the children and  
their families for their generosity.  
May God bless all of you as you  

have blessed others! 

The Cardinal Jo-
seph Bernardin 
Catholic School 
community ex-
tends wishes for 
a Blessed Easter 
to our sponsoring 
parishes … to all 
staff members 
and to all parish-
ioner families.   
 
During this sea-
son of rebirth and 
renewal, may 
God’s Blessings 
awaken you with 
hope, comfort 
you with peace, 
and refresh you 
with joy.  He IS 
risen!     

 

We returned to Sacred 
Heart Mission on 
April 2.  We celebrated 
Mass with Fr. Ray then 
had fellowship with 
some of the parishion-
ers.   
 
We plan to return on 
the First Sunday of 
every month to pray 
with them at the Noon 
Mass followed by fel-
lowship.  If you are in-
terested in join us on 
one of the first Sun-
days, please contact 
Maureen Niswonger     
maureennis-
wonger@aol.com  Our 
next trip is set for May 
7.  We leave at 10:30 
and return between 3 
and 4 PM. 
 
We take goodies/
sandwiches, fruit for 
our fellowship time.  
We also provide some 
meat for the freezer 
along with paper prod-
ucts (toilet paper) and 
diapers. 
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Cardinal Joseph BernardinCatholic School 
is a  

Nationally-Recognized Blue Ribbon School  
of Excellence 

 
WE ARE YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 

 
The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 

is currently accepting 
applications for enrollment, Grades 3PK- 8 

 
For more information, contact Cynthia Labriola Devlin,  

Enrollment Director, cdevlin@cjbschool.org  
708-403-6525 extension 127  

Happy Easter From Xtreme Youth 
Ministry enjoy these pics from 

the passion play! 
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“Project Linus” is 
a nationwide non-
profit organization 
operated 100% by 
caring volunteers. 
The mission is to 
provide a sense of 
security, warmth, 
and comfort to 
children who are 
seriously ill, trau-
matized, or in 
need of something 
to snuggle with.  
 
The ideal blanket 
is any size from 
infant to teens. 
The blankets have 
been donated to 
Hospitals, Crisis 
Centers, and Po-
lice & Fire Depart-
ments to provide 
that human touch 
that someone 
does indeed care 
for them. 
 
Donated blankets 
may be placed in 
the “Project Linus 
Box” located in 
the closet area off 
the vestibule of 
the church. Pro-
ject Linus request 
that you include a 
note with your 
name and ad-
dress. We are in 

ATTENTION ALL CROCHETERS, KNITTERS, AND 
QUILTERS 

This is a great family project! 

need of yarn for 
our volunteers, 
any size or color 
yarn will be put to 
great use. 
 

Please call Sue at 
708-349-4777 with 
any questions or 
suggestions. 

St. Francis  
Book Club  
The St. Francis  

Book Club  
meets the  

third Tuesday  
of most months  
at 1 pm in the  

Niehaus Room.  

  

Our next 
meeting is  
Tuesday, 
April 18, 

2017  
at 1 pm.   
We will      
discuss: 

“The Nest” 
by, Cynthia 

D’Aprix 

At our  
May Meeting,  

we will discuss  
“The Private Life 
of Mrs. Sharma,” 
by, Ratka Kapur 
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The Helping Hands Committee col-
lects toiletries for Ronald McDonald 
House Charities® Chicagoland & 
Northwest Indiana (RMHC CNI).  Ho-
tel/travel size donations of shampoo, 
conditioner, soap, body lotion, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, shower caps, 
combs, etc. are donated to the Ronald 
McDonald House® in Oak Lawn.  The 
items will be used by families staying 
at the Ronald McDonald House® while 
their child is hospitalized at Advocate 
Children’s Hospital. 
 
You can place your unopened toilet-
ries in the plastic bin located off the 
narthex in the coat room. The Ronald 
McDonald House and the families 
staying there ap-
preciate our do-
nations.  Any 
questions, call 
Kay, 260-241-
4873. 
 

Keeping Families Close 
by providing  

the care, resources  
they need 

 

“Even among terminally ill patients, a 
request to die is nearly always a cry 
for help … [and] is often associated 
with a potentially treatable mental dis-
order such as depression or anxiety.”  
 

Every Suicide is Tragic (www.goo.gl/KEXpR9)  
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities,  

2016–17 Respect Life Program  

 

BIKERS AGAINST CHILD ABUSE®  
 

As April is Child Abuse Prevention month, 
Sacred Heart Domestic Violence Outreach 
Ministry and our Pastor Father Jacek 
Wrona invite you to a presentation on Mon-
day, April 24, 2017 at 7:00 pm with Ham-
mer, who will discuss this international or-
ganizations work of Bikers ready and will-
ing to empower abused children to feel 
safe in the world in which they live. 

 
This event will be held at: 

Sacred Heart Church, Ministry Center 
8245 W. 111th Street, Palos Hills, IL 60465 
RSVP or any questions, please contact  

Elizabeth Droel at 708-974-3336 
X250 or droel@sacredheartpalos.org 
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A Blessed Easter  
to All! 

 
Easter is a feast of faith 
and joy. Faith because 
we affirm faith in the 
resurrection of Jesus 
and joy because we are 
confident of His promise 
of eternal life. Today, 
many gather to cele-
brate this feast of faith 
and joy.  Welcome to 
all! 
 
These are challenging 
times for the Church!   
Many have ceased the 
regular practice of their 
faith. Some have be-
come doubtful while 
others have lost confi-
dence.  On this Easter, I 
want to welcome those 
who have gathered. I 
pray for those who have 
chosen to be renewed 
in their faith and 
strengthen their confi-
dence in the promise of 
Jesus. I pray as well 
that the example of 
those present at these 
Easter liturgies encour-
age those who have 
drifted. 
 

Word and Body and 
Blood of the Lord.  But 
this prayer is not an 
end itself, but spiritual 
nourishment to send us 
forward to serve others.  
 
These two elements 
are essential aspects of 
a parish and our life.  If 
we participate at Mass, 
but there is no recogni-
tion of the responsibility 
to serve or care for oth-
ers, our religious partic-
ipation is not fully au-
thentic.  Such care and 
concern flows out of the 
faith based recognition 
that we are all connect-
ed. Conversely, if we 
serve others, without 
faith, such service is 
hollow because it is not 
adequately grounded in 
faith.  
 
In these weekly arti-
cles, I have described 
changes in our Archdio-
cese. These events   
changed the organiza-
tion and understanding 
of a parish. And recent-
ly, I described the build-
ing process of our 
church as a means of 

America Magazine is a 
monthly magazine pub-
lished by the Jesuits of 
the United States.  In 
the April issue, they 
published some inter-
esting statistics from a 
survey they took.  The 
survey respondents 
were subscribers to the 
magazine, so the result 
is based on a limited 
sample.  However, I 
found the results inter-
esting.  They asked two 
questions: What do you 
think is the priority in 
your parish? What 
would you like the priori-
ty to be in your parish? 
 
48% indicated Liturgy 
was the highest parish 
priority – nothing else 
came close.  Communi-
ty Service was as 
what they would like to 
be the parish priority – 
35%.  Again all other 
categories were much 
lower.    
 
These survey results 
resonate with me.  The 
heart of a parish should 
be the Eucharist where 
we are nourished by the 

Adult Faith Formation 
AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 
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your shop,…while 
buying or selling,…or 
even while cooking.” 
How does this trans-
late to modern life?  
 
Make sure to dedicate 
a portion of your day 
exclusively to prayer. 
Matthew Kelly recom-
mends 10 minutes 
every day calling it 
the “classroom of si-
lence.” Start your day 
with a consecration 
prayer. “Dear Lord, I 
consecrate to you this 
day that I might love 
you with all my heart, 
mind, soul, and 
strength and love my 
neighbor as myself.”  
 
Before you begin your 
work or study, offer it 
up to the glory of 
God. When you are 
on the treadmill or in 
that long commute, 
pray a rosary or listen 
to Christian music. 
Perhaps you can fit 
weekday mass into 

The bible says to 
pray without ceasing.  
 
How is that possible? 
 
St. Paul tells us “Pray 
without ceasing. In all 
circumstances give 
thanks, for this is the 
will of God for you in 
Christ Jesus.”1 Thess 
5:17-18, Eph 5:18 
 
“Against our dullness 
and laziness, the bat-
tle of prayer is that of 
humble, trusting and 
persevering love.” 
Love opens our 
hearts to three facts. 
1. It is always possi-
ble to pray. 2. Prayer 
is a necessity. 3. 
Prayer and Christian 
life are inseparable.  
CCC2742-2745 
 
St. John Chrysostom 
said, “It is possible to 
offer fervent prayer 
even while walking in 
public or strolling 
alone, or seated in 

I’M GLAD YOU ASKED THAT QUESTION   
by, Sue Flanagan 

your schedule. Are 
you aggravated wait-
ing in a long line? Say 
a prayer for the peo-
ple around you. Offer 
your leisure time or a 
charitable act for a 
special intention. Say 
grace at every meal. 
Examine your con-
science in the even-
ing with a resolution 
to amend your behav-
ior. Perhaps the litur-
gy of the hours works 
for you. 
 
Do you have other 
ideas? Let us know. 
Remember, prayer is 
a “vital and personal 
relationship with the 
living and true God.” 
CCC2558   
 
Want more? The 
fourth pillar of the 
Catechism 2558-2865 
 
Questions? parishof-
fice@sfaorland.org 

 

understanding the val-
ues and mission of our 
parish which were im-
plicit in the design and 
implementation. 
 
I have tried to share 
experiences of the 
past, not to claim they 
are normative, but 
hopefully in sharing 

those experiences they 
become a means to 
learn and grow. Such a 
process is a way to un-
derstand Easter.  
 
At Easter, we recall a 
past event, the Resur-
rection of Jesus.  But 
Easter is not simply re-
flection on the past, but 

through prayer and re-
flection, we assimilate 
this feast of faith and 
joy, make it our own, 
and then attempt to 
make that understand-
ing come alive for us 
and those with whom 
we are connected.  
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“RE-HUMANIZING OUR PERSECUTED BRETHERN” ON APRIL 20 

Knowledge and Prayer Program at  
Annunciation Byzantine Catholic Church. 

 
The Multi Parish Respect Life Ministries is pleased to announce our April Knowledge and Prayer Program “Re-
Humanizing our Persecuted Brethren.”    Jeff Gardner, renowned humanitarian photographer, author and producer, 
from The Picture Christian Project, will present on Thursday, April 20th, 7 PM, at Annunciation Byzantine Catholic 
Church, 14610 Will-Cook Rd. in Homer Glen.   
 
Christians today are the most persecuted group in the world. Despite this fact, media coverage about who Christians 
are and what they need is sparse.  By not showing them the media “disappears” Christians on a global scale.  The 
Picture Christians Project was begun in 2013 to change this.  
 
To get at the problem of Christian persecution and media manipulation, The Picture Christians Project  educates the 
public about Christians worldwide and how images are used to shape and push public opinion. Through the use of 
photography, their blog, and multi-media appearances their goal is to engage and better inform you about Christians 
and the world we live in.   
 
Through the use of powerful images and words their second goal is to re-humanize our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  People are not just statistics or objects of a news story.  Through photography and telling personal stories 
they help to transform the persecuted from “something” back into a ”someone.”  
 
Jeff Gardner is an award winning producer, published author, journalist and humanitarian photographer.  He has 
worked in media for over a decade writing for a number of national publications, producing a number of syndicated 
national radio programs and appeared on a number of national Catholic radio networks.  Please join us for the very 
dramatic and moving presentation. 

 
RE-HUMANIZING OUR PERSECUTED BRETHERN 

Thursday, April 20th, 7 PM  
Annunciation Byzantine Catholic Church 

14610 Will Cook Rd., Homer Glen, IL 

INITIAL TRAINING FOR  
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF  

THE EUCHARIST TUESDAYS & THURSDAY  
APRIL 25 & 27, 2017 7:00 – 9:15 PM 

ST. GERMAINE PARISH, 98TH ST. AT SOUTH KOLIN AVE., OAK LAWN, IL 
 

To register:  call Sr. Gael 708-460-0042.  Through prayer, reflection and praxis, participants will explore what it means 
to be an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist in the 21st Century.  
 
In Session One there will be a brief overview of the history and theology of the Eucharist. We will also explore the de-
velopment of the role of the laity in the liturgical life of the Church. Participants will be encouraged to share their experi-
ences of Eucharist and worship with one another.  
 
Session Two will address the call to ministry and what it means to be a Minister of the Eucharist in the Church of to-
day’s world. 
  
Presenter:  Dr. Mary Amore holds a Doctor of Ministry Degree in Liturgy and a Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies from Catholic Theological Union. 
Dr. Amore is the Executive Director of Mayslake Ministries. 
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Communion to Homebound Parishioners 
 
Ministry of Care is a sign of support and concern for parish-
ioners who are homebound or recovering from surgery or 
temporarily in rehabilitation.  If you or a member of your 
family are unable to attend Mass our Ministers of Care are 
here to assist by bringing the Holy Eucharist on a schedule 
that meets your needs. Please call the Church office:  
708-460-0042 or email parishoffice@sfaorland.org 

      .   
 

Sign Up Today:  
  

• Go to our website, www.sfaorland.org and 
press the “Donate Now” button  

 

• www.sfaorland.org and press the “Donate Now” 
button  

 

• You can also use the yellow form in your enve-
lope packet 

 

• Call the office to sign up: 708-460-0042 

 04/04/17 Year to Date 

Budgeted $  23,050.00  $ 922,000.00 

Collected $  25,719.00   $  942,307.00 

Net  $    2,669.00 $    20,307.00  

"This is the day the Lord has made; let 
us rejoice and be glad." (Psalm 
118:24)  
 
Let us remember that these words of 
today's responsorial psalm are not only 
sung from the hearts of those gathered 
in our parish.  
 
They are also sung by the poor in tiny 
barrios throughout Central and South 
America. They are sung by those de-
nied religious freedom in our world; 
these Christians lift their voices in clan-
destine places of worship. These 
words are sung by people who have 
lost loved ones to acts of terrorism and 
war around the globe.  
 
Even in the midst of conflict and divi-
sion, Christians still come together to 
declare that poverty, loneliness, vio-
lence, and division will never, ever 
have as much power as the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In-
deed, let us rejoice this day and be 
glad!                       

Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

REJOICE AND BE GLAD! 



14                                                         ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH, ORLAND PARK                                        04/16/17 

 

CARE FOR THE CAREGIVER 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2017   

5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
FRANCISCAN VILLAGE  

1270 VILLAGE DRIVE LEMONT, IL 60439  
630-243-3438  

 

As warmer weather approaches, a caregiver may begin 
to feel “trapped” as everyone else seems to be getting 
out and on the move. When that feeling begins to over-
come a caregiver, it is important to take a little time for 
oneself -- a time to renew, relax, and get in touch with 
one’s own soul.   
 
We will spend some time trying to reduce stress and 
focus on YOUR needs. Remember that when your 
needs are taken care of, the person you care for will 
benefit too.  
 
(NOTE: Because a complimentary salad & pasta dinner 
will be served as part of our time together, registration 
is required for this event.)   
 
Presenters:  Marge Conway and Marge Garbacz  
To register call 630-243-3438.  

 

THE STORY OF MARY, MOTHER OF JESUS 
THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 2017 

6:30-9:00 PM 
 
McDonough Chapel of the Mother Mercy on the campus of 
Saint Xavier University  
 
Don’t miss these special screening opportunities of the Ga-
briel Award winning film, Full of Grace, produced by Out-
side da Box! Ten years after Christ’s resurrection, Full of 
Grace sheds light on a critical moment in the history of 
Christianity.  
 
Fraught with heresies and conflict, the early followers of 
Christ seek to live in a way that respects Jewish law, but 
with the boldness they experienced when they met Jesus 
of Nazareth. Mary, the mother of Jesus, quietly awaits the 
return of Peter, the “rock” whom Jesus asked to lead the 
Christian people. Arriving at Mary’s home after years of 
traveling, preaching and narrowly escaping death, Peter 
expresses the overwhelming responsibility of the task set 
before him and his own helplessness. As Mary recalls the 
incredible mystery of her life with Christ, Peter re-discovers 
the truth: He is not leading.  HE IS FOLLOWING. 

 

Friends of St Francis Club 
April 2017 

 

The Friends of St Francis Club April 
gathering is on Thursday April 20,  

at Noon.   
 

Refreshments will be provided.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will also have a sign -up sheet and 
will be taking advance payments for the 

May Crowning Luncheon that will be  
held on Thursday May 18.    

 
Advance reservations and payment for 
this event is required. The cost will be 
$13.00 per person which includes a  

catered luncheon.   
 

Payment by cash or checks will be ac-
cepted.  Please make checks payable to 

“St. Francis of Assisi,” with “May  
Crowning” on the memo line.  

 
Anyone 55+, who would like to make  

new friends and enjoys a Bingo game or 
two is welcome to join the “Friends of  

St. Francis Club.”   
 

Membership is month to month so there 
is no long term obligation.   

 
If you are interested in joining our club,  

please contact: 
Dolores Grekowicz, 708-403-4135 or  

Cindy Bennecke, 708-912-0524 
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Become a Providence Associate 
  
Looking for spiritual renewal? A sense of mis-
sion? An intentional community? The Sisters 
of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, 
Indiana, invite you to become a Providence 
Associate. Applications are being accepted 
until May 31. Contact Debbie Dillow at 317-
250-3294 or email ddillow@spsmw.org to re-
quest an application. Learn more at Provi-
denceAssociates.org. 

 

De La Salle to Host Spring Open House 
  
De La Salle Institute will be hosting a Spring 
Open House “Sneak Peek” on Monday, April 24, 
2017 at 6 pm at its Institute Campus at 3434 S. 
Michigan Ave. in Chicago. 
  
Students in sixth and seventh grade and their 
families will be able to experience what the ex-
citement is all about at De La Salle Institute on a 
firsthand basis. Those in attendance will be able 
to meet De La Salle’s students, faculty and staff. 
  
For more information, please contact De La Sal-
le’s Director of Admissions, Mr. John Brogan, at 
(312) 842-7355 ext. 147 or broganj@dls.org. 
  
De La Salle Institute is an independent Catholic 
secondary school rooted in the tradition of Chris-
tian Education begun by St. John Baptist de La 
Salle. Founded in 1889, its mission has been, 
and is, to foster a desire for excellence in educa-
tion. Young people from a variety of ethnic and 
economic backgrounds are given the opportunity 
to fully develop their abilities so they may be ac-
tive, contributing members of our complex chang-
ing society. 
  
De La Salle – Institute Campus for Young Men 
3434 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60616 
  
De La Salle – Lourdes Hall Campus for Young 
Women 
1040 W. 32nd Pl. 
Chicago, IL 60608 
  
www.dls.org 

 
 

 

Every Sip Counts Fundraiser – April 24 
 
The Catholic Charities After Supper Visions 
Every Sip Counts fundraiser is Monday, April 
24, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at Lagunita’s Tap 
Room, 2607 W. 17th St. in Chicago. The 
event features free food, raffle prizes, and mu-
sic. Cost is $5 donation at the door. All net 
proceeds from beer sales support Catholic 
Charities After Supper Visions Photography 
Project, a social enterprise that gives Catholic 
Charities Tuesday night supper guests who 
are homeless, or at risk of homelessness, an 
opportunity to discover their creative talents 
through photography enabling the artists to 
create, connect, and communicate. For more 
information, visit www.aftersuppervisions.com 
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Saturday, April 15 - EASTER VIGIL 
8:00 PM    People of St. Francis of Assisi     
   
Sunday,  April 16 
7:00 AM    John & Mary B. Foley, rq. by Family and Marie-Jeanne 
     Skorup, rq. by Debbie Laurent and Elwood Park, Jr.,  
     rq. by Pat Park & Family 
     

8:30 AM    Jim Mangan, rq. By Bobbi Mangan and Mildred Smith  
     and Sonny Giblin, rq. By Lebert Family   
 

10:00 AM   James Shomenta, rq. by The McKane Family and 
Church    Barbara Boscarino, rq. by Family and Ernie Horvath,  
     rq. by Barbara Horvath 
10:00 AM   Stanislaw Borek, rq. by Maria Borek & Family 
UH     

12:00 PM   Edmund Baldys, rq. by Family and Eugene Winters, rq. 
Church    by Winters Family and Bert & Ellen Thompson, rq. by  
     Music Ministry 
12:00 PM   People of St. Francis 
UH 
   
Monday, April 17 (Later morning Mass today) 
9:00 AM    Don Ledebach 
 
Tuesday, April 18 
7:45 AM  Joyce March, rq. by Joseph March and Sam Zangri,   
   rq. by Vita Bates and Joseph Simard, rq. by Family 
 
Wednesday, April 19 
7:45 AM    Deceased members of Greene Family, rq. by Ceil &   
     Tom Murphy and Russell March, rq. by Joseph March 
      
Thursday, April 20 
7:45 AM    Carl Coad, rq. by Maksimuk Family and Phil Reynolds, 
     rq. by John & Virginia Zbos 
 
Friday, April 21 
7:45 AM    Martin Cleary, rq. by Stephens Family and Shirley    
     Peto, rq. by Family    
 
Saturday, April 22 
5:15 PM    Josephine Mathius, rq. by Marvin Mathius and Ernie   
     Horvath, rq. by Barbara Horvath and Mary Ricci, rq. by 
     Rick & Millie Kluchenek    
   
Sunday,  April 23 
7:30 AM    Marie-Jeanne Skorup, rq. by John & Virginia Zbos and 
     Anrita Owens, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll and Frank    
     Bjork, rq. by Family 
     

9:00 AM    Melania Platos, rq. by Greg & Barb Kaczmarczyk &   
     Family and Wanda Michalski and Mary Boblak, rq. by  
     Steve & Rose Michalski  
 

10:30 AM   Paul Daly, rq. by Jim & Marian Ward and John E.    
     Walsh, rq. by The Gillooley Family and Gene Winters,  
     rq. by The Stecich Family     

12:00 PM   People of St. Francis 

 

David Burberry 
Jan Bruozis 

Emily Cepkauskas 
Michael Clavio 

Jean DiPentima 
Carol Dombrowski 
Ann Marie Egan 
Sandy Gibson 
Diane Ginley 

Dr. James Kline 
Evelyn Kotovsky 

Lorraine Kowalkowski 

Joe Lipien 
Mary Ann Long 

Bernie McErlean 
Grace McGuire 

Aly Mullins 
Brian Petrick 

Timothy Scanlan 
Chuck Springer 
Marge Stanley 

Denise Umporowicz 
Jeff Walls 

Rita Webster 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially: 

 

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2,  
   5, 7-11; Mt 28:8-15 
 

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 
  22; Jn 20:11-18 
 

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9;  
  Lk 24:13-35 
 

Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2, 5-9;  
  Lk 24:35-48 
 

Friday:  Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4,  
  22-27; Jn 21:1-14 
 

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-21; 
  Mk 16:9-15 
 

Sunday:  Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118:2-4, 13-  
   15, 22-24; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20: 
   19-31 
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Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web  
Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

 

Henry Flock 
Gayle Wiedow 

 
 
 

We joyfully  
welcomed the  

following children 
into our Christian  

Community:    

Margot Anne Heid 
Daughter of Richard & Eileen (Connolly) Heid 

April 2, 2017 

SATURDAY, APRIL 22 - 5:15 PM 

Presider E. Upton Deacon J. Donahue 

Altar Servers H. Dwyer J. Dwyer N. Treacy 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

D. Blahaus 
R. Carlo 
A. Czarny 
R. Funk 

L. Kowalkowski 
L. Martenson 
D. McErlean 
J. Modelski 

K. Nicholson 
M. Sheehan 

Readers J. Dwyer J. LaRoche  

Sacristan A. Czarny   

Ushers J. Czarny 
J & C Arzbaecher 

M. Powers 
J & T Sankey 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 23 - 7:30 AM 

Presider A. Sowa Deacon J. Donahue 

Altar Servers E. Conway E. Conway A. Mackowiak 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

O. Bartell 
P. Belski 
D. Burns 

J. Donahue 
M & P Doyle 
S. McCaffrey 

E. McCarthy 
J. Pedersen 

Readers P. Flynn R. Klein  

Sacristan O. Bartell   

Ushers D. Mackowiak J. Belski A & R Rzeszutko 

SUNDAY, APRIL 23 - 9:00 AM 

Presider S. Dombrowski Deacon M. Kiley 

Altar Servers B. Laird K. Laird R. Reid 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

J. Bakotic 
B & M Basila 
K & T Cech 

M. Kiley 
B. McCormick 
D. Ostrowski 

K. Ostrowski 
J & J Schweiger 

Readers B. Whiteford R. Weber  

Sacristan B. Basila   

Ushers R. Wysocki 
H. Antkiewicz 

B. Barrett 
O. Pagnucci 

N. Sullivan 
P. Walsh 

SUNDAY, APRIL 23 - 10:30 AM 

Presider A. Sowa Deacon D. Carroll 

Altar Servers C. Kane J. Piko K. Piko 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

K. Biederman 
D. Carroll 
G. Dytrych 
G & J Fifer 

W. Freer 
L. Kaspar 
J. Magafas 
R. McGuire 

T. Vidinich 
J. Whalen 

Readers M. Whalen M. Terpstra  

Sacristan W. Freer   

Ushers K. Kaspar 
J. Glass 

J. Ota 
M. Olk 

K. Struck 
J. Winters 

SUNDAY, APRIL 23 - 12:00 PM 

Presider S. Dombrowski Deacon M. Pindelski 

Altar Servers D. Prendergast I. Schreck W. Schreck 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

D. Budz 
C. Kara 
L & T McCormick 

MJ Noreikis 
N. Palacz 
L. Pietranczyk 

M. Pindelski 
M. Sabadosa 

Readers J. Massimilian D. Kufta  

Sacristan L. Pietranczyk   

Ushers D. Hodson 
R. Hodson 

C. Prendergast 
  

 

St. Alexander School 
Class of 1977  40th Reunion 

Friday, April 28 

Joe Daniel’s in Palos Heights 
Cocktails start at 5:00 p.m. 

Call Pat Hurley at  708-267-7426 for info. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church build-
ing.  The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, 
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed 
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays.  The Eucharistic 
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day.  The Chapel is 
located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone:  460-0042 Fax:  460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant:  Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists:  Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Andy Bakes, Joe Boyce, Eric Frank-
lin, Michael Higgins 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Phone:  460-0155, 
Fax:  460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 
(mkrzyminski@...) 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
Phone:  403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)   
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
BULLETIN 
Editor:  Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send 
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office. 
 
PARISH LIBRARY           
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library  
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY: 5:15 PM  SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY:  7:45 AM 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the 
Religious Education Center.  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Saturday sessions meet 
from 8:30—10:00 a.m.  Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sun-
days during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th 
grade, September-April.   
 
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary 
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis.  For registration 
information, contact the school at 410-6525. 
 

Become a Catholic 
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested 
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042. 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday, 
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass.  Those of advanced age or suf-
fering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.   
 
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital.  Please call 460-0042. 

 
Baptisms 

Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 1:30.  Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to 
make arrangements.  A baptismal conference will be set up with the 
parents.   
 

Marriages 
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance 
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church 
date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more de-
tails. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and 
Lent.  Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 

 
Registration 

You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a 
registration form which is found in Church.   
 

Boundaries 
North:  135th St.     South:  183rd St.  

West:  Will-Cook Road      
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St. 

104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St. 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

REV. STEVEN DOMBROWSKI, Associate Pastor 
(sdombrowski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mak1950@sbcglobal.net) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 
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