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The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are  
guided by the Holy 
Spirit  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 
 Pastor’s Morsels And Tidbits 

Notes on the Scripture 
One of the great lies of sin is that we are alone in the world. If we orient our lives to-
ward that conclusion, then it's easy to get swallowed up by fear and loneliness. 
We've all gone down that path. Our minds jump from "I am alone" to "it's every per-
son for himself" to "it's a dog-eat-dog world, and I'm going to get mine before some-
body gets me." Or we jump from "I'm alone" to "I've got no friends" to "the whole 
world's against me, and no one cares if I live or die." 
 
Either direction we go, it's a desperate path that leads to spiritual decay and death. 
Today's gospel encourages us not only to believe that God is always with us but to 
practice that belief by following Jesus' commandments. 
 
Orphans have no parental guidelines and healthy limits set for them. But, Jesus as-
sures us, we are not orphans in the divine realm. We are completely connected and 
interconnected with the Father, Son, and Spirit. We have someone who watches over 
us and wants us to succeed at loving God. That requires discipline and commitment 
in the same way becoming a great ball-player or pianist does. 
 
Constantly remind yourself that you are not alone, and it will be impossible for you to 
go down the path of spiritual destruction. You may then find people asking you the 
reason for your hope. Your reply? "Practice, practice, practice." 
 
Carol Dombrowski 
Our parish family has been deeply saddened this week with a passing of Fr. Steve’s 
mom, Carol Dombrowski. As many of you know, she has been suffering from kidney 
failure for some time now. We are relieved that her passing was peaceful and pain-
less, but saying Good-Bye is always hard. We celebrated her funeral this last Thurs-
day, but please continue to keep her, Fr. Steve and the whole family in your prayer 
during this difficult time. 
 
CJB Fundraiser  
The sponsoring parishes of our Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School are coming to-
gether to hold our second “Raise the Roof” fundraiser and party. This year our party 
will be held at St. Elizabeth Seaton Parish on June 16th and have a “Hawaiian Luau” 
theme. In addition to the party we are also holding a cash raffle. Both, ($20) event 
and ($100) raffle tickets are available in the narthex. Please check the bulletin for 
more information and support our school.  
 
Neighborhood Meetings 
As Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “I will come to your house today”.  Our parish transfor-
mation plan included meeting in the neighborhood.  We, myself and Sr. Gael, wonder 
if you would be willing to host a neighborhood gathering at your home.  We would like 
to meet with you and whomever you would invite.  This gives us an opportunity to 
connect and share with you.  The focus of our conversation is to learn how we might 
serve you better; your needs and concerns.  Please contact me or Sr. Gael if you are 
willing to do it later this summer or fall.  

  



 05/21/17                                              ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH, ORLAND PARK                                                   3      

This week at St. Francis 

♦ A.A. Meeting, 8:00 pm (NR) 

Friday, May 26 

♦ Ascension of the Lord 

Thursday, May 25 

♦ Needles & Things, 12:30 pm (SFR) 

Tuesday, May 23 

♦ Parish Pastoral Council, 6:30 pm (GR) 
♦ Social Committee, 7:00 pm (NR) 

Monday, May 22 

♦ Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 am (GR) 
♦ Knights of Columbus, 7:00 pm (GR) 

Wednesday, May 24 

      .   
 

Sign Up Today:  
  

• Go to our website, www.sfaorland.org and 
press the “Donate Now” button  

• www.sfaorland.org and press the “Donate Now” 
button  

• You can also use the yellow form in your enve-
lope packet 

• Call the office to sign up: 708-460-0042 

 05/14/17 Year to Date 

Budgeted $  23,050.00 $1,037,250.00 

Collected $  24,309.00 $1,069,912.00 

Net  $    1,259.00 $    31,912.00  

$115,185.18 2017 Easter Collection 

MONDAY, MAY 29 
Offices Closed  - Mass at 9:00 am 
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2nd “Roof Fest” - A Four Year, Four Parish Fundraiser 

 
May 1st, 2017 

 

Dear Parishioner,  

On Friday, June 16th, the sponsoring parishes of our Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School are coming together to hold our 
second “Raise the Roof” fundraiser and party.  The fundraiser will help to replenish the $215,000  that was borrowed to pay for 
the unplanned repairs to the walls and windows of the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School building in the summer of 2015. All 
our parishes are commi ed to replenishing this money. The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is our parish school, and 
this party presents a wonderful opportunity to get together with parishioners from all four sponsoring parishes to celebrate 
our faith community. It is also a way to con nue to build rela onships in our “Renew My Church” parish grouping. 

To help repay this loan, we are holding a cash raffle. We plan to sell 1,000 ckets at $100 each. Prizes [pro-rated based on 
reaching our 1,000 cket sales goal] are: First Prize: $20,000.00;  Second Prize: $5,000.00; and Third through Twel h Prizes: 
$1,000.00 [each].  At this year’s “Raise the Roof” party - a fun evening for adults filled with fellowship, a DJ, food, drinks, and 
dancing–we will draw the winning ckets. . To purchase raffle ckets, please complete the form below and return it to the par-
ish.   

This year our party will have a “Hawaiian Luau” theme and feature a pig roast. We will be serving roast pork as well as chicken, 
potato salad, cole slaw, baked beans, and dessert. An inexpensive cash bar [$2.00 for wine or beer, $1 for pop or water] will be 
offered.  Party ckets are $20, sold on a first come, first served basis. Here are all the event par culars:   Date:  Friday, June 
16th , 2017. Time:  6:30 P.M. – 10:30 P.M.   Loca on:  In-doors at the St. Elizabeth Seton Parish Life Center, 9300 West 167th 
Street, Orland Hills, Ill. 60487. Admission to the “Raise the Roof” party is $20.00 per person, with a cash bar. Raffle and party 

ckets will also be sold a er all the weekend Masses at church. 

Please join your fellow parishioners from the four sponsoring parishes - St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart, 
and St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr – for a wonderful summer evening. We look forward to seeing you at “Raise the Roof” on 
June 16th! 
God Bless,  
Fr. Artur Sowa 
*Winner is responsible for all applicable taxes.. Winner need not be present to win.  
**Must be 21 and older to a end “Raise the Roof”. 
 
============================================================================================= 
Please return this form with your payment to St. Francis of Assisi, 15050 S. Wolf Road, Orland Park, Ill. 60467.  
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone __________________________________E-mail Address__________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address ________________________________________ 
 
Number of Raffle Tickets $100.00 Each  ________ 
 
Number of “Roof Fest Party Tickets”: $20 per person:_______ 
 
Please Make Checks Payable to St. Francis of Assisi Parish..  
 
Total Amount Enclosed:  $________       Cash___    Check___ 

Built by: 
St. Elizabeth Seton 
St. Francis of Assisi 
St. Julie Billiart  
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 
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Cardinal Joseph  

Bernardin Catholic 
School is a  

Nationally-Recognized 
Blue Ribbon School of 

Excellence 
 
 

WE ARE YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 
 

Am I eligible to attend Cardinal Bernardin School?   Where is it located?  
CJB is a “regional” Catholic blue ribbon school sponsored by St. Fran-
cis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart, St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr, and St. Eliz-
abeth Seton.  CJB welcomes children from Christian households whose 
parents are seeking a blue-ribbon Christian educational environment.  
Tell your neighbors and friends!    CJB is adjacent to St. Elizabeth Seton 
Parish – at 9250 W. 167th Street in Orland Hills.  
 
Do you offer Pre-K and Kindergarten? 
Yes!   In addition to Grades 1-8, we offer half-day and full-day 3PK and 
4PK as well as full-day Kindergarten! The half-day 3PK program is Mon-
day-Thursday.  You may select either 7:40a-10:40a (AM) or 11a-2p (PM).  
Half-day 4PK is Monday-Friday (select AM or PM).  Our full-day classes 
are, of course, Monday-Friday from 7:40a until 2p. 
 
Is there a “Before and After School” Program? 
Yes!  The Extended Day Program opens at 6:30a and closes when the 
school day begins; it re-opens at 2:00p and closes for the night at 
6:00p.  The hourly-rate is $8/hr for one child; $10/hr for two or more chil-
dren.  All students may attend the Extended Day Program. 
 
Where and when may I get registration materials?  How do I register? 
Registration is currently in process; the application is available online 
at www.cjbschool.org   
To register, complete the application and then mail or drop off an origi-
nal birth and baptismal certificate (originals will be returned), and a one-
time family fee of $250.  For Grades 1-8, include a copy of the most cur-
rent report card and standardized test scores.  
 
When may I register? 
Registration for new families is happening RIGHT NOW.  We will contin-
ue to accept registrations until all spaces are filled.   
 
 
 

Call for tuition rates and information on financial assistance. 
All questions may be directed to the Director of Enrollment, Cynthia Devlin,  

at 708-403-6525 ext. 127 …or via email at cdevlin@cjbschool.org 
 

RELIGIOUS  
EDUCATION 
PROGRAM 

 
New Family  
Registration  

for Grades 1-8  
Begins June 5th 

at the  
ST FRANCIS 

CENTER  
(up on the hill). 

 
New families can 

register in the 
parish and sign 

children up 
for Religious Ed 

classes.  
 

Please bring your 
child's  

BAPTISM  
CERTIFICATE.  

 
Hours are  
Mon-Thurs  
9am-4pm.  

Call for after 
hours appt if 

needed. 
 

Phone:  
708-460-0155   

 
Visit   

www.sfaorland.org 
for more info 
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Dear Catechists: 
 
Beginning in June 
is the first of our 
catechist certifica-
tion modules on 
Scripture. Cate-
chists are highly 
encourages to at-
tend these sessions 
to begin the certifi-
cation process. At-
tending the ses-
sions will give you 
great background 
and knowledge re-
lated to sharing the 
faith and educating 
our young people. I 
hope that you regis-
ter and try to attend 
this summer. You 
will get to meet cat-
echists from all over 
the south suburbs. 
 
St. Francis of Assisi 
will pay the fees for 
any of our cate-
chists who wish to 
register. 
Enjoy your summer 
and I hope to see 
you at Monday 
Night Medley. 
 
Thank you and God 
bless all of you! 
 
Mary Kay Burberry, 
DRE 
St Francis  
of Assisi    
(708) 460-0155 

 

FORGIVENESS AND HEALING 
SERVICE AT ST. MICHAEL’S, 
June 4, 2017 
 
Fr. Paul Burak - pastor at St. Mi-
chael Parish in Orland Park will 
conduct his annual Pro Life For-
giveness & Healing Service Sunday 
evening, 6:30 PM, June 4th 
2017.    This service is intended for 
those who have been directly or in-
directly impacted by abortion as 
well as all others in need of God's 
healing love.  
 
This program is sponsored by the 
Multi Parish Respect Life Ministries 
St. Michael, St. Bernard’s, St. Fran-
cis of Assisi, Our Lady of the 
Woods and Annunciation Byzantine 
Catholic Parishes.  It is part of their 
Knowledge and Prayer Series.   
 
Sunday June 4th @ 6:30 PM at St. 
Michael Church, 14327 Highland 
Ave, Orland Park 
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Project Green 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated their used 
e-waste to support Youth Ministry.  Project 

Green will be an ongoing effort with a box in the 
closet of the Narthex to collect items year 

round.  We will have large collection drives 
throughout the year as well.  Thank You for your 

support, and for going green.  

NEW TEENS WELCOME 
Pizza And… 

May 21, @ 11:30 AM 
 
In the Youth Room (Lower Level of the Church) 

Pizza & Games, & challenges 
All Teens 
Welcome 
 
Newly Confirmed 
Teens, First Time 
Freshmen through 
Seniors, College 
students,  & 
Friends 

 

Wolves Softball 
Registration due today!!! 
For players of all levels of ability 
looking to have some fun with 
friends. 
Freshmen through Seniors 
16” softball, Co-Ed,  
10 Game Season and Tournament  
Sign up by May 21: http://
www.sfaorland.org/xtreme-youth-
social.html 
$25 Includes Shirt 
Volunteer Coaches and Umpires needed. 
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Responsible college student 
(parishioner) seeks local  

Summer child care position for  
ages pre-school & up.   

 
I have references & transportation.  

Please contact me at  
carlyw5@att.net. 

 

Thank You Again to everyone who 
came out and made the Mission Trip  

Car Wash a Success.   
 

We had great weather, fun, and a  
never ending line of cars.   

DON’T FORGET TO  
fill your bottles your spare change, 

and return them June 3rd and 4th. 
 

This is a simple, but crucial fundraising  
effort for The Women’s Centers. 

 
Thank you for helping defend life.   

 
Please keep all pro-life activities in your  

prayers.   
 

For more information about The Women’s 
Center, please visit their website 
www.womens-center.org or call  

773-794-1313 
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I titled this weekly reflec-
tion, “Around For A 
While” because it de-
scribes me.  And thus 
provides the opportunity 
to write about the past 
and point out how the 
past influences today.   
Obviously, I have limited 
my perspective to my 
years as a priest and 
pastor.  
 
And this time in May pro-
vides the opportunity for 
a particular reflection on 
the past.  On May 14, 
1969 Cardinal Cody or-
dained 34 classmates for 
the Archdiocese. 1 was 
ordained in Rome so a 
total 35 for the Archdio-
cese of Chicago.  Over 
the years, 7 have died 
and 8 have left active 
ministry. So, 20 are still 
in the priesthood. 17 are 
active though retired; 2 
continue to serve as pas-
tors and 1 as auxiliary 
bishop.  
 
Each year we gather 
around the time of our 
ordination to celebrate 
Mass and share dinner.  
Always an enjoyable 
evening, and like old 
men, we recall stores of 
the past.   
 
Traditionally, we com-
ment on how quickly the 
years have passed.  I 
remember years ago, 

communicated that all 
the effort was shared.  
 
More than half of my 
ministry has been lived 
at SFA.  I continue to be 
overwhelmed by the sup-
port, generosity and love 
shared with me in our 
parish.  
 
As I have mentioned 
before a book has been 
written, Catholic Water-
shed, which describes 
this 48 years journey.  
 
I pray for you and for 
more years!!! Next week 
back to the Church. 

gathering on a day off, as 
newly ordained, com-
plaining about our pas-
tors, maybe even Cardi-
nal Cody, or at times pa-
rishioners. Now with the 
distance of time, those so 
seemingly serious com-
plaints become the sto-
ries of humor – usually at 
ourselves.  
 
As we share funny sto-
ries or moments of chal-
lenge, the tenor is one of 
peace and gratitude.  I 
hear no one regretting 
the decision they made to 
be a priest or remain as a 
priest. While these 48 
years have not been 
without challenges, most 
view the challenges as 
having provided opportu-
nities that now,  with in-
sight, have made us  bet-
ter or a least a little wiser 
because of what the 
years brought. 
 
I am so grateful.  I have 
been blessed by wonder-
ful assignments. St. Alex-
ander (6 years), St Fabi-
an (3 years), Mundelein 
seminary (12 years) and 
St Francis of Assisi (23 
as pastor, 4 as pastor 
emeritus).  
 
I have been writing about 
the beginnings of the par-
ish and the construction 
of the church.  I hope 
these reflections have 

Adult Faith Formation 
AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 

THOUGHTS 
by, Pat Depcik 

As I was walking toward 
the mailbox, our mail 
carrier arrived at the 
same time. With the 
usual small talk, she 
gave me the mail and 
said she also had a 
package. I couldn’t be-
lieve the return address 
on it as it was from a 
young man from the 
past. 
 
In the accompanied 
letter he stated that he 
hoped we would re-
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Even if your spouse is not 
addicted, you should be 
concerned. Pornography is 
virtual infidelity and it is 
detrimental to a marriage. 
It offends the dignity of all 
involved. It objectifies peo-
ple especially women and 
children. 
 
There are ministries, coun-
selors, support groups and 
recovery programs that 
can help you with this 
problem. You can start with 
an internet filter and even 
better, internet accounta-
bility. Accountability soft-
ware monitors the web-
sites visited, the search 
terms used, and the 
YouTube videos watched. 
It then sends a report to 
the person who will hold 
you accountable for your 
internet use.  
 
Parents, please be vigilant. 
Your children can inno-
cently come upon pornog-
raphy but they are also 
targeted by online preda-
tors.The average age of a 
child’s first exposure to 
pornography is 11-14 
years old. 
 
Want more? http://
www.usccb.org/  Search 
for pornography CCC 
2523,  
http:// 
www.covenanteyes.com/ 
for accountability software 
and filters 
 
Questions? parishof-
fice@sfaorland.org 

 

I found my spouse on the 
computer looking at por-
nography. My spouse said 
it was no big deal, just an 
occasional thing. Should I 
be concerned? 
 
Yes, be concerned. Our 
popes and bishops have 
addressed this problem. 
With the increased acces-
sibility of lap top computers 
and smart phones, the 
availability of pornography 
has risen to new levels. It 
is estimated that there are 
4.2 million pornographic 
websites, 12% of the total. 
It is a multi-billion-dollar 
industry. This is a problem 
for both males and fe-
males. 
 
Not everyone who watches 
pornography will become 
addicted but many do. 
Here are some symptoms 
of addiction: 
 
1. Denying that it is a 

problem. 
 
2. I can’t control myself. It 

controls me. 
 
3. Losing a sense of time 

or limits. 
 
4. Damage to relation-

ships. 
 
5. Attempts to limit the 

behavior fail. 
 
6. Need more to get the 

same effect. 
 
7. Neglect of daily activi-

ties. 

I’M GLAD YOU ASKED THAT QUESTION   
by, Sue Flanagan 

member him as one of 
the boys who went to 
school with and stayed 
friends with my daugh-
ters even into high 
school.  
 
He wrote because a 
friend of his son re-
marked how cool it was 
that he was a Marine 
and he immediately 
thought of my husband. 
He stated that the girls 
had mentioned  their 
dad being a Marine. 
 
In the letter  he refers to 
my husband and stated, 
“… that I admired you 
because of the way you 
carried yourself. It is 
funny of the things that 
one remembers, but as 
I thought back, I actual-
ly remember admiring 
you and the way you 
carried yourself.”  
 
And now this man, who 
was a part of our daily 
lives while growing up, 
is a Colonel in his 28th 
year in the Corps. He is 
happily married and a 
devoted father.  
 
To think that he was so 
thoughtful and kind to 
acknowledge this just 
blew my mind.  
 
It shows that someone 
at some time in your life 
is learning from you. 
How important is your 
example to others, es-
pecially the young peo-
ple, in the way you live 
your life. 
 
St. Paul wrote to Titus 
about this very same 

thing in Chapter 2, 
“Teaching the Christian 
Life”, verse 7, “showing 
yourself as a model of 
good deeds in every 
respect with integri-

ty….”.    It’s something 
to think about and hope-
fully, one day, you’ll re-
ceive a letter or even 
better, write one. 
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“Like the Good Samaritan, may we 
always treat each person with merci-
ful love and respect that affirms the 
gift of his or her life.”  
 

“Moved by Mercy” Reflection Flyer  
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities  

www.goo.gl/xTiiSM  

  

BUNDLE WEEKEND 
Saturday and Sunday 

June 10th & 11th 
 
We will be collecting for our Bundle 
Weekend before and after all masses 
June 10th and 11th.  Please gather all 
your clean, wearable clothing items that 
you’ve decided you want to replace and 
bring them to the St. Vincent DePaul trail-
er which will be located in the church 
parking lot. We are in great need of both 
men’s and boy’s clothing items. 
 
We will also take used sports equipment 
and toys that are in good condition.  NO 
ELECTRONICS CAN BE ACCEPTED. 
 
Please bag or box your items. Clothing 
items not in bags or boxes should be on 
hangers. 
 
Society personnel will be on hand to as-
sist you before and after all masses on 
Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Please mark your calendars as a remind-
er to bring those items with you 
when you attend mass. 
 
Thank you for your participation 
and cooperation. 

 

A HUGE thank-you to the team of "landscape 
engineers" who planted over 100 pots of flowers 
around the perimeter of the church.  As you now 
drive in to the parking lot please take a moment 
to smell the flowers.  Thanks to Jola, Anne, 
Chuck and Maria.   
 
Are you a occasional gardener?  If you like to 
work among the flowers we could use your 
help....if you have an hour or two now and then 
during the summer, join us.   Whether you are 
16 or 85, it's an easy job and one that will truly 
enhance the ground of the parish.  The plants 
will need some regular weeding and fertilizing.... 
that's why we need you! 
 
If you would like to join our merry band of deco-
rators and gardeners, please contact, debi Ross 
@ 708-403-9351 or at  insidelooks@aol.com.   
 
debi Ross  
Chair, Art and Environment 

Our new Adult Mission Focus 
 
Sacred Heart Mission is located 70 miles southwest of St. Francis of Assisi in Pembroke Twp., 
IL.,  "by almost any measure, Pembroke is one of the poorest hamlets in the Midwest, perhaps 
the whole country. However, Pembroke appears to exist in a vac-
uum far outside of the social and economic main-
stream".  (International Business Times) 
 
Some  SFA parishioners attend Mass at Sacred Heart on the 
first Sunday of the month. On June 4, our next scheduled time, 
we will be taking bread, baked beans and toilet tissue for their 
food pantry.  These monthly trips are open to all families so if you 
are interested,contact Maureen Niswonger,  
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A s the Easter season comes 
to a close, we would like to 
thank the many people who 
helped make our Easter pro-

ject a success. From generous dona-
tions, to time spent assembling to de-
livery, your efforts are greatly appreci-
ated. Not only did we fill and deliver 
450 Easter baskets, we also delivered 
185 bags filled with toiletries, t-shirts 
and socks, to the homeless. Our volun-
teers are always willing to give more 
than they’re asked and what they ac-
complish is amazing. Special thanks to 
John & Rose Prohaska, Michelle Top-
pi, Chris Strolia, Marisa Barnas, Maria 
Stefanos and Jack Hannigan.  
 
 

Please watch the bulletin for our next, 
and largest, project – Backpacks and 

school sup-
plies. Our 
group also 
volunteers 
each month 
preparing sup-
pers at St. 
Anne’s church 
in Hazel 
Crest, IL. 
Please let us 
know if you 
are interested 
in joining us. 
We would 
love to have your help. The Catholic 
Charities @ St. Francis Committee.  
 
Please contact Paula Belski 
(piola@comcast.net) if you are inter-
ested in joining our group. 

maureenniswonger@aol.com or call Sr. Gael at the office 
460-0042. 
            
Meet Mrs. Bernice Chandler, a lovely 92 year old woman 
whom according to her is "blessed",  and she is hoping that 
the kind volunteers of St. Francis of Assisi can repair her 
gutters.  Although her home is in much need of repairs, she 
is only asking for gutters.  Several members of the Sacred 
Heart Mission Committee are 
currently assessing the needs 
of Mrs. Chandler's home.  Sr. 

Mary Beth Clements, Sacred Heart Mission, gave us a brief tour of 
the area. Although many are in need, we chose to begin by repairing 
and improving our "blessed" Mrs. Chandler's home.  Should you like 
to help, we will be recruiting both skilled construction workers, indi-
vidual adults and families who would like to visit the elderly, assist in 
clean up and beautifying the home both inside and out.  It will be an 
opportunity to share in Christ's work of helping the less fortunate.  
 
We will be in need of materials.  If anyone has resources for building 
materials, please contact Sr. Gael or Maureen Niswonger.   
 
If you are interested in volunteering, donating or attending a Sacred 
Heart monthly Mass, please contact 
Maureen Niswonger, maureenniswonger@aol.com. 
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI , 
ORLAND PARK,  

K of C COUNCIL NO. 16369  

PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST  
JUNE 25 
• After 7:30, 9:00 & 

10:30 am Masses 
• Upton Hall - lower 

level 
• $7/person; kids un-

der 5 eat free 
• Proceeds will bene-

fit St. Francis Chil-
dren’s Choir and 
their trip to Disney 
World. 

 
GOLF OUTING 
AUGUST 21 
• First Knights of Co-

lumbus Parish Golf 
Outing! 

• For both men & 
women 

• Silverlake Country 
Club, Orland Park 

• Details to follow - 
watch this space 

 
CASINO NIGHT 
NOVEMBER 4 
• 2nd Annual Casino 

Event 
• Parish Raffle  
• Details to follow - 

watch this space 

 

Attention Veterans and Spouses! 
Our company assists veterans and/or their spouses in qualifying and 
receiving a little know benefit called "The Veterans Aid and Attendance 
Pension", which helps veterans receive up to $2,127 per month tax 
free to apply toward the cost of extended medical care.  To qualify, a 
veteran (or the spouse) must need assistance with two activities of dai-
ly living OR be blind OR have dementia and served during World War 
II, the Korean War, Vietnam or the Gulf War.  The veteran did not have 
to actually serve in the war zone, but must have been on active duty 
during those time periods.  President Truman introduced this benefit 
after WWII, anticipating that our veterans would need aid for medical 
coverage as they aged. This benefit may be used for care in the home, 
assisted or independent facilities and skilled care. For more infor-
mation, please call Veterans Consultants Inc. at 815-277-2667 or 708-
227-8327. 
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The Helping Hands Committee col-
lects toiletries for Ronald McDonald 
House Charities® Chicagoland & 
Northwest Indiana (RMHC CNI).  Ho-
tel/travel size donations of shampoo, 
conditioner, soap, body lotion, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, shower caps, 
combs, etc. are donated to the Ronald 
McDonald House® in Oak Lawn.  The 
items will be used by families staying 
at the Ronald McDonald House® while 
their child is hospitalized at Advocate 
Children’s Hospital. 
 
You can place your unopened toilet-
ries in the plastic bin located off the 
narthex in the coat room. The Ronald 
McDonald House and the families 
staying there ap-
preciate our do-
nations.  Any 
questions, call 
Kay, 260-241-
4873. 
 

Keeping Families Close 
by providing  

the care, resources  
they need 

The St. Francis Book Club meets the  
third Tuesday of most months at 1 pm  

in the Niehaus Room.  

St. Francis Book Club  
  

Our next meeting is  
Tuesday, June 20 

at 1 pm.   
 

We will discuss: 
“Winter Garden”  
by Kristin Hannah 

 

We joyfully  
welcomed the  
following child 

into our Christian  
Community:    

Bradie Mae Applegate 
 

Daughter of Michael & Kerry (Walsh) 
Applegate 

May 13, 2017 
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Friday, May 19 
7:45 AM    Dennis Stevens, rq. by Lee Knapik and John  
     Welcome, rq. by Helen Floodas   
 
Saturday, May 20 
5:15 PM    Martin Bonato, rq. by Tina Bonato and Vincent     
     Jacobucci and Steve Grahovac, rq. by Mike &      
     Roxanne Zoladz  
   
Sunday,  May 21 
7:30 AM    Charles & Madeleine Pelicant, Elmer & Betty Miller,   
     Marian Skorup, Laura Desimpel & Frances 
     Umporowicz, rq. by Mr. & Mrs. Emil Skorup 
     

9:00 AM    Donald Staab, rq. by Family  and Leatrice Retis, rq.  
     by Mellody Klong & Kimberly Thomas and Anrita  
     Owens, rq. by Davy & Mary Burns 
 

10:30 AM   Arthur Heintz, rq. by Magafas Family and Jerzy  
     Dederowski, rq. by Family and Stephen Chollempel,   
     rq. by Regi Pathyal     

12:00 PM   People of St. Francis 
   
Monday, May 22 
7:45 AM    Sam Vanoni, rq. By Family 
 
Tuesday, May 23 
7:45 AM  Tom Murphy, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll and Timothy   
   Monahan, rq. by Tom Kilmartin 
 
Wednesday, May 24 
7:45 AM    Rose & John Wrubel, rq. by Wrubel Family and Henry  
     Flock, rq. by Ray & Barb Perisin 
      
Thursday, May 25 
7:45 AM    Tom Murphy, rq. by Dolores Grekowicz 
 
Friday, May 26 
7:45 AM    Adolfina Stanek, rq. By Joe & Maria Drapa   
 
Saturday, May 27 
5:15 PM    Joseph Clark, rq. by Mary Clark and Nemeth Family,  
     rq. by Czuk Family and Brian Martin, rq. by Thies  
     Family  
   
Sunday,  May 28 
7:30 AM    Josephine Mathius, rq. by Marvin Mathius and Rose &  
     John Wrubel, rq. by Berton & Wrubel Families and   
     Marie-Jeanne Skorup, rq. by Azua Family       

9:00 AM    Patrick McCarthy, rq. by Eileen McCarthy and Marie   
     Misiorowski, rq. by Richard & Linda Misiorowski and   
     Leatrice Retis, rq. by Mellody Klong & Kimberly  
     Thomas 
 

10:30 AM   Cecilia Vick, rq. by Susan Campagna and John H.    
     Malmrose, rq. by Beverly Conterio and Margaret  
     Kulovitz, rq. by SFA Eucharistic Ministers     

12:00 PM   People of St. Francis 

 

Marcella Behrman 
Fred Clavio 

Carol Dombrowski 
Ann Marie Egan 

Nikki Erdman 
Steve McInerney 

Karen Mitera Panozzo 

Silvio Pasquarella 
Elaine Prichason 

Ann Ross 
Marge Stanley 

Genevieve Stewart 
Jeff Walls 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially: 

 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;  
  Jn 15:26 -- 16:4a 
 

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8;  
  Jn 16:5-11 
 

Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22 -- 18:1; Ps 148:1-2,  
  11-14; Jn 16:12-15 
 

Thursday: Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17- 
  23; Mt 28:16-20 (for Ascension);  
  otherwise Acts 18:1-8; Ps 98:1-4;  
  Jn 16:16-20 
 

Friday: Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23 
 

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10; Jn 16: 
  23b-28 
 

Sunday: Acts 1:12-14; Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8; 1 Pt 4: 
  13-16; Jn 17:1-11a; or (for Ascension)  
  Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1: 
  17-23; Mt 28:16-20 

 

 

Carol Dombrowski 
Edward Gabryszak 

Daniel King 
Helen Malinowski 
Kimberly Maroney 
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Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web  
Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

 

SATURDAY, MAY 27 - 5:15 PM 

Presider A. Sowa Deacon  

Altar Servers M. Gaspardo A. Picciolini D. Snaidauf 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

M. Burmeister 
A. Carny 
P. Harms 
R. Klein 

D. McErlean 
J. Modelski 
K. Nicholson 
M. Niswonger 

B. Petrick 
d. Ross 
R. Rzeszutko 

Readers A. Rzeszutko W. Farrell  

Sacristan A. Czarny   

Ushers R. Adamowski 
C & J Arzbaecher 

J. Czarny 
R. Farrell 

N. Sullivan 

SUNDAY, MAY 28 - 7:30 AM 

Presider A. Sowa Deacon M. Pindelski 

Altar Servers E. Conway E. Conway B. Siemiawski 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

P. Belski 
K. Boland 
D. Burns 

L. Dolan 
J. Giorgetti 
P. Goldberg 

D. Grekowicz 
L. Martenson 
M. Pindelski 

Readers K. Calcagno C. Kimmey  

Sacristan D. Grekowicz   

Ushers J. Calcagno 
J. Belski 

J. Pedersen 
M. Powers 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 28 - 9:00 AM 

Presider A. Sowa Deacon M. Kiley 

Altar Servers M. Bonaminio N. Bonaminio S. Bonaminio 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

M. Basila 
N. Celeski 
J. Dykas 
P. Gervais 

M. Kiley 
K. Ostrowski 
C. Pryor 
K. Pryor 

C. Pytel 
D. Trzesniewski 
R. Zielinski 

Readers V. Pryor M. Nelson  

Sacristan P. Gervais   

Ushers K. Nelson 
B. Barrett 

M. Laff 
K. Heatter 

O. Pagnucci 
P. Walsh 

SUNDAY, MAY 28 - 10:30 AM 

Presider E. Upton Deacon J. Donahue 

Altar Servers M. Cannon M. Cannon S. Cannon 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

V. Carlo 
M. Curran 
J. Donahue 
G. Dytrych 

G & J Fifer 
L. Higgins 
S. Moe 
J. Ota 

S. Ramsey 
M. Ward 

Readers G. Moe J. Magafas  

Sacristan M. Curran   

Ushers L. Pajon 
T. Harris 

J. Higgins 
J. Higgins, Jr. 

J. Modelski 
B. Whiteford 

SUNDAY, MAY 28 - 12:00 PM 

Presider E. Upton Deacon J. Donahue 

Altar Servers K. Johnson J. Malysz M. Sevik 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

B. Bruozis 
D. Budz 
J. Donahue 

R. Hodson 
R. Long 
N. Palacz 

M. Pavela 
M. Vaas 
A. Wieczorek 

Readers T. Governale W. Winker  

Sacristan A. Wieczorek   

Ushers J. O’Halloran 
M. Olk 

J & J Ondrus 
L. Tucco 

  

 

PEOPLE OF HOPE 
 

Throughout this Easter season the read-
ings have drawn us into the experience 
of the early church. We have tasted the 
excitement and zeal of the first Chris-
tians.  
 
Now, with them, we listen to the words 
of Saint Peter, who reminds us that 
when people notice that we are people 
of hope, we should be ready to explain 
why.  
 
This challenges us. Do others even no-
tice that we are people of hope? In a 
world often marked by cynicism and 
hopelessness, do we stand out as peo-
ple who offer hope and reassurance to 
others?  
 
In today's Gospel Jesus promises that 
when he leaves the earth he will not 
leave us orphaned. Today he promises 
to send his Advocate, the Spirit of truth 
who will be with us always. Let us 
acknowledge the presence of the Holy 
Spirit and ask the Spirit to make us peo-
ple of hope. 

 
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church build-
ing.  The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, 
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed 
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays.  The Eucharistic 
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day.  The Chapel is 
located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone:  460-0042 Fax:  460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant:  Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists:  Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Andy Bakes, Joe Boyce, Eric 
Franklin, Michael Higgins 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Phone:  460-0155, 
Fax:  460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 
(mkrzyminski@...) 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
Phone:  708-403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)   
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
BULLETIN 
Editor:  Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send 
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office. 
 
PARISH LIBRARY           
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library  
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY: 5:15 PM  SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY:  7:45 AM 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the 
Religious Education Center.  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Saturday sessions meet 
from 8:30—10:00 a.m.  Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sun-
days during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th 
grade, September-April.  Call 708-460-0155 for more information.   
 
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary 
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis.  For registration 
information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 

Become a Catholic 
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested 
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042. 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday, 
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass.  Those of advanced age or suf-
fering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.   
 
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital.  Please call 460-0042. 

 
Baptisms 

Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 1:30.  Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to 
make arrangements.  A baptismal conference will be set up with the 
parents.   
 

Marriages 
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance 
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church 
date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more de-
tails. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and 
Lent.  Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 

 
Registration 

You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a 
registration form which is found in Church.   
 

Boundaries 
North:  135th St.     South:  183rd St.  

West:  Will-Cook Road      
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St. 

104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St. 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

REV. STEVEN DOMBROWSKI, Associate Pastor 
(sdombrowski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mak1950@sbcglobal.net) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 
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