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The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are  
guided by the Holy 
Spirit  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 
 Pastor’s Morsels & Tidbits 

Notes on the Scripture - By invitation only  
Too often we speak of faith as an obligation, when it’s an invitation. 
Churches have some of the biggest doors around, and they open 
both ways. We can come and go—and plenty of people do both, at 
one time or another. When teachings are challenging, folks may find 
discipleship unacceptable—just like in the time of Jesus. We don’t 
arrive here by mandate, and we’re not prisoners of our Baptism. 
Come if you will, leave if you choose. But if you stay, be clear on 
where the path of Jesus is going, and what it will cost.  
 
What’s in your heart? 
We touch upon several great moments of truth in the readings today. 
Joshua commands the Israelites: “Decide today whom you will 
serve,” and they chose the Lord. Jesus, too, lays it on the line for his 
disciples: They must eat his flesh to attain eternal life. Many choose 
to stop following him. 

· What moments of truth have you had? What made you 
choose the path you took? 

· Psalm 34 tells us that God is close to the brokenhearted 
and crushed in spirit. How have you experienced that 
truth? 

· Authority and obedience are key concerns in Paul’s Let-
ter to the Ephesians. What struggles do you have in 
these areas? 

· The apostles believe Jesus has the words of eternal life. 
Do you? What do you find most challenging about Jesus’ 
teachings? Why do you stay with Jesus? 

 
Summer Mission Appeal 
This weekend, we celebrate our Summer Mission Appeal. Fr. Joel 
Jores, from The Congregation of The Missionaries of Faith, will 
speak at all the Masses about his missionary work and ask for our 
support. Our second collection is taken to support the Missionaries 
of Faith and their work. 
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This week at St. Francis 

♦ A.A., 7:30 pm (NR) 

Friday, August 31 

♦ Care for the Caregiver, 1:00 pm (NR) 
♦ Finance Council, 7:30 pm (GR) 

Monday, August 27 

Tuesday, August 28 

♦ Needles & Things, 12:30 pm (SFR) 
♦ Catholic Charities Meeting, 4:00 pm (NR) 

♦ Overeaters Anonymous Meeting, 9:00 am (GR) 

Wednesday, August 29 

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS 
Care for the Caregiver 
Support Group 
 
To the outside world, many of us 
appear to have a wonderful life liv-
ing on easy street or not far from it.   
For some of our parishioners, this 
is far from the truth.  If we peak behind the closed 
doors into the home of someone with an incapac-
itating illness, terminal disease or dementia, we 
get a glimpse of the challenges existing not only 
for the patient but also for the caregiver.  It truly is 
a challenge for caregivers to help their loved 
ones navigate a life filled with highs and lows all 
the while seeking to maintain compassion and 
tenderness and good self care.  We are hoping to 
meet twice a month, on Monday’s,  from 1-2:30.  
If you have any questions regarding this group, 
please call Char Klabacha at 708-349-5090 or 
Marie Flanagan at 708-687-3351 or talk to Sister 
Gael. 

Sunday, September 02 
♦ Sacred Heart Mission, 10:30 am (Off Campus) 

SAVE THE DATE 
Mass of Remembrance  

for the loss of a child 
October 2nd, 7:00 P.M. 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Monday, September 3 
Parish & Religious Ed Offices Closed 

Mass at 9:00 am 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Grief Support Group 
will meet for five weeks starting Sept. 27 at 7:00 
pm.   
 
Sessions will be held in the Great Room.  Come to 
one or come to all. 
 
Grief is the normal response of sorrow, emotion, and 
confusion that comes from losing someone or some-
thing important to you. 
  
It is a natural part of life, however, we are not meant 
to go through grief alone.  Join us and allow us to 
walk this journey with you. 
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COMMUNION TO PARISHIONERS 
 

Ministry of Care is a sign of support and concern for parishioners who 
are homebound or recovering from surgery or temporarily in rehabilita-
tion.  If you or a member of your family are unable to attend Mass, our 
Ministers of Care are here to assist by bringing the Holy Eucharist on a 
schedule that meets your needs.  

 
Please e-mail or call the Church office:  

708-460-0042  or  parishoffice@sfaorland.org 

Initial Training for 
Extraordinary  
Ministers of the 
Eucharist 
Description of 
presentation: 
Through prayer, re-
flection and praxis, 
participants will ex-
plore what it means 
to be an Extraordi-
nary Minister of the 
Eucharist in the 21st 
Century. In Session 
One there will be a 
brief overview of the 
history and theology 
of the Eucharist. We 
will also explore the 
development of the 
role of the laity in the 
liturgical life of the 
Church. Participants 
will be encouraged to 
share their experienc-
es of Eucharist and 
worship with one an-
other. Session Two 
will address the call 
to ministry and what it 
means to be a Minis-
ter of the Eucharist in 
the Church of today’s 
world.  

Thursday, Sept. 20 
& 27,  7 – 9:00 pm 
both evenings 
Incarnation Parish 
5705 W. 127th 
Street, Palos Heights 
 
 
Proclaiming the 
Word of God: 
Training for New 
Lectors 
This two part work-
shop focuses on the 
theology of The 
Word, the history of 
the Mass, liturgical 
language, proclama-
tion skills and the 
gifts required for litur-
gical ministry.  
Tuesday, Oct.16 & 
Thursday Oct. 18,  
7:00 – 9:00 pm both 
evenings 
St. Germaine Parish 
Center, 9711 S. 
Kolin, Oak Lawn. 
 
 
Ministry of Care 
Training 
Participation in these 
three sessions meets 
the Office for Divine 

Worship, Archdio-
cese of Chicago, re-
quirements to be eli-
gible for mandating 
as a parish Minister  
of Care, ministering 
to the sick and home-
bound members of 
the parish. Partici-
pants must be ap-
proved and sent by a 
member of their par-
ish Pastoral Team. 
Preparation includes 
such topics as spiritu-
ality of ministry, min-
istry to the aged, the 
experience of suffer-
ing, dying and death, 
pastoral listening 
skills, prayer and Eu-
charist, and the theo-
logical and practical 
dimensions of minis-
try. This seminar pro-
vides fresh theology 
and insights into the 
pastoral practice of 
the Ministry of Care. 
Thursday, Nov. 1,  
8, 15   9:00 am – 
Noon 
St. Francis of Assisi 
in the Great Room off 
the narthex 
 

To register for any one of these workshops: 
call the office 708-460-0042 or email the parish office at  

parishoffice@sfaorland.org 

 TREASURES FROM OUR 
TRADITION 

 
This is the height of vaca-
tion season, but as any-
one who has ever been to 
Rome in the summer 
knows, no time to visit 
there! The city is swelter-
ing, and in a pre-air-
conditioned world long 
ago, Romans figured out 
that they needed a break 
in the surrounding hills. 
Even the pope clears out. 
His destination is usually 
Castelgandolfo, a lovely 
little hill town southeast of 
Rome, overlooking a tran-
quil lake. It has been a 
papal possession since 
about 1600, and in 1929, 
when most of the papal 
states were finally lost, 
the papal dwelling was 
given "extraterritorial 
rights," meaning that it is 
an extension of Vatican 
City and not under Italian 
rule.  
 
The Vatican observatory 
maintained telescopes 
here for decades, far from 
the glare of the city lights 
of Rome, but although the 
observatory offices re-
main here year round, the 
telescopes are in Arizona. 
Pope Francis spends less 
time here than his prede-
cessors, though he still 
slows down the pace of 
his work in Rome. 
 
Vacations can help us 
visit friends and relatives, 
and revive those human 
contacts that the pace of 
our lives keeps us from 
cultivating. The pope 
needs a break, and so do 
you. Vacation comes from 
a word meaning to empty 
oneself. There's still time 
to clear the calendar for at 
least one golden summer 
day even if you don't have 
a personal castle in the 
hills! 

 
--Rev. James Field, Copyright 

(c) J. S. Paluch Co. 



 08/26/18                                             ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH, ORLAND PARK                                                   5      

Come Pray the Rosary 
 

“The Rosary is a fortress against evil”   
St. Dominic 

 
Can you afford to give the Blessed 
Mother 35 minutes out of your 
month?  That is all the time need-
ed to pray the Rosary for Life.  
PLEASE JOIN US.  We meet the 
first Saturday of each month. 
 

We meet again on  
Saturday, September 1st, 10:00 AM  
Eucharistic Chapel at the base of 

the Bell Tower 

St. Francis 
Book Club 
All are welcome  

to join!   
 

Please join us for 
lively discussions. 

  
We meet at 1:00 

pm in the Niehaus 
Room  

 
Tuesday,  

September 18 
“A Piece of the 

World,”  
by Christina 
Baker Kline 

 

 

Religious Ed 
Family Packet 

Pick-up  
 

THIS  
WEEKEND 

 
at the  

St. Francis 
Center  

August 25/26 
 

* * * * * * * *  
IF YOU HAVEN’T 

ALREADY  
DONE SO, 
IT’S TIME  

TO REGISTER  
FOR THE  

FALL  
SESSIONS!!! 

 

ANNOUNCING CHRIST 
RENEWS HIS PARISH 

(CRHP) 30 HOUR  
EXPERIENCE: 

 

MEN'S CRHP -  
FEB. 16 & 17, 2019 

 
WOMEN'S CRHP - 
MARCH 2 & 3, 2019 

 

Please pray for the men 
and women that God is 
nudging to come to this 
awesome experience of 
prayer, renewal, commu-
nity and deepening one's 
relationship with Jesus!   

 
IS GOD NUDGING 

YOU????? 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
St. Francis of Assisi’s 8th Annual  
Women’s Reflection Gathering 
Friday, October 12, 6:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
More details to follow in future Bulletins 

Can’t wait to see you there! 

 

“‘Perhaps one of your friends has become 
pregnant unexpectedly. As someone who has 

been there, I encourage you to support your 
friend in her new journey of being a mother. 
Not sure how to help or what to say?’ Learn 

more at www.usccb.org/support-her.”    
 

“10 Ways to Support Her When She’s  
Unexpectedly Expecting” 

2015-16 Respect Life Program, USCCB Secretariat  
of Pro-Life Activities 

__________________________________ 
 
The U.S. bishops urge our participation each 
Friday in a nationwide Novena for the Legal 

Protection of Human Life, August 3–
September 28. Participants will receive week-

ly email or text reminders to pray and fast, 
along with little-known facts about Roe v. 

Wade to share with others. Sign up at 
www.usccb.org/pray!   

BECOMING 
CATHOLIC 

 

If you or  
someone you 

know is  
interested in  

being baptized, 
becoming  
Catholic or  
completing 

their  
sacraments, 

please call the 
parish office,  

708-460-0042. 
 

Our first  
gathering will 

be  
September 11 

at 7 pm. 

Are YOU looking for oppor-
tunities to help you with 
your Spiritual Growth? 

 
Please join fellow adult 
parishioners for a series 
of spiritual growth oppor-
tunities offered with your 
learning needs, styles and 
busy schedule in mind. 
Choose the opportunities 
that will encourage you to 
deepen your relationship 
with God, enhance your 
prayer life, and/or provide 
you with a renewed sense 
of purpose and direction 
in your life.  
 
 
Companions of Your 
Journey – Self-Paced  
At-Home Retreat 
Tuesday, September 18th 
Orientation Gathering 
offers a way to grow in 
awareness of self, others, 
the world and God.  Ask 
yourself: 

• Who am I at this 
moment? 

• What am I busy 
with? 

• How can I get in 
touch with my true 
self? 

• Where do I find God 
in my daily life? 

 
This free self-paced re-
treat gives you a chance 
to nourish your heart and 
soul, to find spiritual ener-
gy and more meaning in 
your life, and to see 
where you are on your 
journey with God. You set 
aside a period of inten-
tional daily 10-minute 
prayer time and meet with 
a spiritual companion to 
share the fruit of your 
reflection on seven given 
topics. 
 
God is present and active 
in your daily life in a multi-
tude of (usually unno-
ticed) ways. When you 
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Eighth graders from 
St. Francis recently 
attended Mass on 
the Feast of the  
Assumption and then 
a retreat up on the 
hill afterwards with 
Dr. Terry Nelson-
Johnson. This was 
their inauguration 
into the meaning of 
Confirmation. 

slow down, begin to re-
flect, and take a long, 
loving look at what is hap-
pening around you, you 
begin to become aware of 
the experience and the 
presence of God.  The 
more you know yourself 
the more you know God; 
and the more you know 
God, the more you know 
yourself and your direc-
tion and purpose.  

 
 

Over-night Retreat at 
Franciscan Center in 
Frankfort 
Tuesday, October 2nd 
evening to late morning 
Thursday, October 4th. 
 
The Franciscan Center for 
Prayer located on St. 
Francis Rd, Frankfort, is 
rooted in the Franciscan 
tradition, is a sacred 
space of welcome for 
those seeking peace of 
mind, body, and spirit. 
 
The retreat includes: 

• Talks presented by 
staff of The Center 

• Talking at meals 
and optional faith 
sharing in the eve-
nings 

• Cost:  $185 in-
cludes private room 
accommodations 
and meals 

• Limited to 10 pa-
rishioners from St. 
Francis of Assisi 

 
To register or for more infor-
mation, contact the parish 

office or Sr. Gael 460-0042. 

Education Formation  
content continued  

on page 9. 
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Adult Faith Formation 
AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 

In these next weeks, my 
reflections will focus on 
overall diocesan parish or-
ganization.  I will describe 
some practices of the past 
(at least as far back as I 
remember!)  To be clear, 
these past reflections are 
based on my parish in the 
50’s when I was in grade 
school. I am describing 
what I remember 60 years 
ago; so, as you read, be 
aware of the constraints of 
my memory.  The implica-
tions of those practices is 
based on my present inter-
pretation of the past.    
 
Last week I reflected on 
parish boundaries   – what 
they were and their impact 
on church life. This week I 
want to discuss parish fi-
nances.     
 
As I child, I obviously did 
not pay attention to parish 
finances.  However, two 
aspects   remain with me.  
The first is what I remember 
being called, Seat Money.  
In the back of church (there 
was no Narthex and the 
vestibule was small) ushers 
sat behind tables with the 
tops covered in green felt. 
And I remember my dad, 
along with other parishion-
ers, each Sunday giving 
coins for seat money.  
 
I don’t remember if a fixed 
amount was expected, or if 
anyone was refused entry 
for not paying.  As a child, I 
had no idea what he was 

doing or why.   I remem-
ber as I got older and we 
read in school the story of 
the money changers in 
the temple, I thought this 
practice rather odd. At 
some point in the late 
50’s   the practice ended.   
 
To the best of my 
memory, I don’t remem-
ber any parish communi-
cation of where the seat 
money was to be used. 
The ushers were present; 
and I assume to avoid 
embarrassment a small 
offering was given. 
 
Today, St. Francis col-
lects money in the Nar-
thex.  But unlike those 
previous seat money col-
lections, it is always clear 
where the money will be 
used. Those responsible 
for collecting the money 
follow best practices: 
keep a careful account of 
the money collected and 
follow a clear protocol of 
securing the money after 
each Mass.  
 
The other financial prac-
tice I remember is that 
twice a year the parish 
published a book, deliv-
ered to each household 
or maybe picked up at 
Church. It listed the name 
and address of each 
parisnohner and   each 
child of school age. The 
total money given on 
Sunday was listed next to 
their name a special line 

item was included for 
Christmas or Easter.  
 
I presume the reason for 
this publication was to en-
courage “peer pressure”.  I 
am sure after families 
checked their name they 
looked at what their neigh-
bors had contributed.  I pre-
sume this external pressure 
was helpful.  Can you imag-
ine if we did this today!!! 
 
I don’t remember if this 
book showed a parish 
budget or an income/
expense summary.   All I 
remember is that my par-
ents would say, “Fr. Moran 
never asks for money”. I 
assume that was said in 
contrast to a pastor who 
had the reputation of 
“always asking for money”.   
 
I think it was when Cardinal 
Cody arrived (1965) and the 
implementation of the 
Council began that efforts 
were made to be more 
transparent in parish report-
ing both income and ex-
penses. (I don’t have hard 
data to back this up).  I also 
think because a larger per-
cent of parishioners attend-
ed weekly mass financial 
support proportionally was 
stronger.   
 
In the past, giving was ex-
pected, transparency lim-
ited. 
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The mission trip is an opportunity to spend a week 
away from home providing service to the less fortu-
nate, partaking in Catholic rituals (i.e. morning Mass, 
Rosary, Eucharistic Adoration) and being a coopera-
tive member of a work team. While this may not sound 
like a pleasure cruise for most people, I look forward to 
it every year. Indulge me as I give my explanation. 
 
First, you start off driving a far distance with people 
you most likely don't know. I like meeting new people, 
so that isn't a problem. On the drive down, we become 
acquainted. As most of the kids in any given van are 
usually friends, they're somewhat comfortable with the 
surroundings. Everybody is fairly keyed up about what 
awaits them at  the journey's end.  
 
What awaits us is a week full of the aforementioned 
Catholic rituals, communal dining, different programs 
by camp staff, communal living and all the pluses and 
minuses of that, meeting with our parish youth group, 
assignment to a work group and meeting yet more new 
people. We have a "free day" thrown in there, either at 
the beginning or end of the trip. 
 
Over the years, I have had many people ask what mo-
tivates me to do these trips year after year (especially 
at my advanced age). I have listed all the reasons 
above. I like meeting people. I feel a sense of accom-
plishment in serving. I love all the traditional  Catholic 
rituals (some of which I don't do often enough during 
the year). Most of all, it's the kids. 
 
I don't go because I am 16 or want to be 16 again (no 
thanks). They don't need or want some 60 something 
hipster wannabe to be their pal. These young men and 
women that have accompanied me and the others 
these past so many years, cannot be beat. Almost all 
of them have shown respect and Christian love to me 
and everyone else. These youngsters are honest in 
their dealings and just want honesty in return. We talk 
about everything from the weather to their plans for the 
future. It never ceases to amaze me how brilliant these 
kids are.  They love to teach, too. I have been taught 
so much from tech stuff to the latest in current lingo. 
Pardon me, I also have been given many crash cours-
es on who the "flavor of the month" is in popular cul-
ture. I think the thing that endears me most to the kids, 
over the years, are the different monikers I have been 
given over the years; including Greg (preferred), Mr. G, 
G-man, G-squared, G-money and, over the past 5 
years, Gramps. I have also passed out a few nick-
names along the way. 
 
In conclusion, I believe everyone does best what he or 
she likes doing. I wouldn't do anything for 10 minutes, 
if I didn't like it. I have always liked going on the mis-
sion trips with my "mission trip kids," as I call them col-
lectively. I just pray I've done my best. I know they 
have.  

Mission Trip Reflection 
By, Greg Gervais 
 
I have been asked to write a 
reflection about this year's 
mission trip to Knoxville, TN. 
A good number of our partic-
ipants this year were first 
timers. So to avoid repetition, 
I would like to provide an 
overall review of the mission 
trips I have taken with SFA. I 
have gone on 18 mission 
trips; 15 with the SFA youth 
group, beginning in 2002. 
 

Catechists needed for this fall!  
We meet twice a month for 90 minutes each 
session. Lesson plans are provided and all 
related resources and materials are given to 
you. Please consider becoming a catechist.  
 

Catechist Openings: 
(as of 8/18/18 - numbers subject to change)  

 
Wednesdays A Group: 

• 1 Fifth Grade 
• 1 Sixth Grade 
• 1 Eighth Grade  

 
Thursdays 

• 1 Fourth Grade 
• 1 Seventh Grade 
• 1 Eighth Grade 

 
Saturdays 

•  1 Third Grade  
 
Tuesday Afternoons 

• 2 Second Grade 
• 1 Third Grade 
• 1 Seventh Grade 
• 1 Eighth Grade 

  
Wednesdays B Group 

• 2 First Grade  
• 1 Second Grade  
• 1 Sixth Grade  
• 1 Seventh Grade 

 
Please give us a call at the Religious Ed 

office, (708) 460-0155, or email  
religioused@sfaorland.org 
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St. Francis Wolves Basketball  
 
SFA Youth Ministry participates in the SSY-
MA sports leagues.  Games will be played 
mainly at churches in Orland Park and Tinley 
Park, Between 6:00 and 8:45 PM on Thurs-
days. We are putting together a co-ed basket-
ball team of 12-15 players.  This is open to 
Freshmen through seniors and we include 

players of all levels of 
abilities.  
 
Registration Deadline 
is August 26. Games 
begin September 
September 6 
 
$25.00 Per player. To 
cover league fee and 
t-shirt. 

Mission Trip Registration for 2019  is now open.   
 
Go to www.sfaorland.org and click on the serve tab to 
find full details and registration forms. 
 
The first meeting will be September 16 for Teens and 
Parents.  11:30-1:00PM 
 
Join us for the Service, the Faith, the fun, and friends. 
 
We are also considering doing an international mis-
sion trip for 2020 and would like to her your thoughts 
about it. 

2018 Teen Fall Kickoff/
Tailgate Party 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday September 9, 2018 

 

12:00 Mass 
1:00 Burgers and Hot Dogs 

Kickball      
Screen Games 

What’s-In-The-Box and Ice Breakers 
More to be named later. 

Bring a friend.  
Ideal for first timers. 
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WIN A VIP EXPERIENCE AT HALAS HALL!  
Donate blood between August 19 – September 15 for a  

change to win a VIP evening at Hallas Hall!  Winners will be  
able to bring one adult guest to enjoy dinner and a guided  

tour of Hallas Hall.  Only 20 winners will be chosen, so this is 
truly a VIP experience!  Please visit www.versiti.org for official 

rules, alternate entry method and sweepstakes schedule.   
Donors must be eligible to give blood. To verify donor  

eligibility, please call 1-800-786-4483. 

The next meeting of the Helping Hands Committee 
will be held Thursday, September 6, 2018 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Great Room. If you would like the oppor-
tunity to participate in this parish ministry you are in-
vited to attend.  
 

Join us as we follow Christ's example to serve others. 
If you need more information please contact Jerri 
LaRoche, jerrilaroche@comcast.net or Sheila Pachol-
ski, jpachol741@aol.com 

Saint Peregrine was healed of a 
cancerous ulcer on his leg which 
was considered beyond saving. The 
fame of this event in 1325 spread 
rapidly round the western Church. 
Christians, and especially the sick, 
began to invoke his name and seek 
his intercession for the relief of their 

suffering and even for a cure from sickness. The 
canonization of St. Peregrine in 1726 increased peo-
ple’s devotion to him which spread to the universal 
Church. September 17 at 7:00 pm in the church,  

 
St. Francis of Assisi 
will begin offering a 
novena to St. Pere-
grine. The novena will 
be held for 9 Mondays.  
All parishioners are 
welcome to participate.  
 
St. Peregrine is the pa-
tron saint for persons 
suffering from illnesses 
of  all types in particular 
cancer. 

 “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring [the] good news!” 
Romans 10:15 

 
Join fellow parishioners on Saturday, September 8th as we walk to aid the 
Albertine Sisters who staff the St. Blase Food Panty.  
 
Each month the Sisters serve 450 families through their food pantry and 
an additional 500 families each WEEK that come to their donation table. 
 
The Sisters will receive credit at the Greater Chicago Food Depository for 
each person that walks on their behalf. This credit will go a long way to 
supply food for their various programs. In order for the Sisters to receive 
credit, we must indicate that we are walking on behalf of Team St. Blase. 
Stop by the parish office to sign a simple waiver and we will make sure you 
are registered correctly. We only need your name and email address. Transportation will be provided. The 
Hunger walk takes place in Jackson Park and we will walk along the lake front. Buses leave from St. Francis 
promptly at 7:00 AM and will return at approximately 12:30 PM. Registration ends August 29th. 
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Did you know SFA has a SVD society ac-
tive here in the parish willing to assist you 
in your needs? 
 
What is the St. Vincent de Paul society? 
SVD is a society comprised of persons who dedi-
cate their time assisting those in need - both ma-
terial and spiritual needs are addressed.  
 
What are some of the needs addressed? 
• Financial – assisting with utility bills, prescrip-

tions bills, rents etc. 
• Material – food, clothing. Vouchers can be ob-

tained to acquire items at the local SVD retail 
store 

• Provide resource information – hotlines, refer-
ral numbers, etc. 

• Refer and assist clients with location organiza-
tions that provide services to the needy 

 
Will anyone else know that I’ve asked for as-
sistance? 
All information is kept highly confidential. Even Fr. 
Arthur does not know who clients are unless per-
mission is granted to make this known 
 
How do I get help or where can I go for more 
answers? 
Call the office 708-460-0042 and ask for Sr. Gael 
 
What if I don’t need assistance but would like 
to help others in need? 
Call the office and donate to SVD – your donation 
will be used for others in our parish boundaries. 
Clients need not be Catholic or SFA parishioners. 

 
Pass the word along – the SFA St. Vincent 

de Paul Society is here to assist you or 
someone you might know who is 
struggling during a difficult time.  

St. Francis of Assisi  
 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Society  

SAVE THE DATE – September 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orland Township will be at St. Francis on 
Sunday, September 16th from 8:00 am until 

12:00 pm to administer flu shots. 

“...Living our vocation to be protectors of  
God’s handiwork is essential to a life of Virtue.” 

 —Pope Francis 
 

The Creation Care Team at  
St. Elizabeth Seton 

will meet next  
Monday, Sept. 10, 7-8:30pm,  

in the Gubbins Center 
(NE corner of 167th St. and 94th Ave.).  

 
All are invited. 

 
 

THIS WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP  
RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Be a mindful consumer  
to reduce waste. 

 
Save money by reducing food waste, which 
in the landfill generates a potent greenhouse 
gas (methane). The average U.S. fami-
ly wastes $1,600 of food each year. Use 
shopping lists to avoid duplicates and keep 
less food on hand. The "Best if Used by" 
dates on packages are NOT necessarily expi-
ration dates (“Use-By" dates DO signify expi-
ration). 

 
 

REMEMBER THE 5 R’S OF SUSTAINABILITY: 
Refuse § Reduce § Repair § Reuse § Recycle 
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David Chiappetti 

Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 
 

DUE TO AN EARLY PRINTING SCHEDULE, THE MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR  
NEXT WEEK IS NOT AVAILABLE THIS WEEK. 

 

 

Mary Budz 
Nolan Burby 

Emily Cepkauskas 
Erin Childs 

David Chiapetti 
Edward Czuk 

Jim Dillon 
Renee Farrell 
Holly Fedor 
Brett Kostes 

George Kozik 
Angie Latek 
Bill Lorden 

Madelon Lorden 
Sharon Malioris 
Bob Odewald 

Mary Oleszkiewicz 
Joan Pecor 

Bonnie Petrick 
Giovanna Picciolini 

Teresa Rooks 
Michael Rusco 
Barbara Spano 
Sue Straatman 
Louis Tassone 

 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially: 

 

Monday: 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12; Ps 96:1-5; Mt 23:13-22 
 

Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10-13; Mt 23:23
-26 
 

Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Ps 128:1-2, 4-5; 
Mk 6:17-29 
 

Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-7; Mt 24:42-51 
 

Friday:  1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11;  
Mt 25:1-13 
 

Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-21;  
Mt 25:14-30 
 

Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-5; Jas 1:17-18, 21b-
22, 27; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

Saturday, August 25 
5:15 PM   Daniel Koetzle, rq. by The Zielinski Family and Thaddeus 
    & Emily Dybala, rq. by Don & Mark Dybala and Jack    
    Heebner, rq. by Family 
 
Sunday, August 26 
7:30 AM   John & Mary B. Foley, rq. by Family and David Burberry, 
    rq. by Jimmy, Lucy & Hieu and Steve Janicki, rq. by    
    Frank Cebulski  
 
9:00 AM    Matthew French, rq. by Regina Knapp and Maybelle    
    McCann, rq. by Sharon & Gene Banner and Special    
    Intention for Alina & Andrzej Grela, rq. by Parents 
 
10:30AM    Raymond Branchaw, rq. by Ramona Branchaw and Vito  
    Zotto, rq. by St. Francis of Assisi Parish Staff and Mary  
    Neylon, rq. by Jim & Marian Ward 
   
12:00 PM    People of St. Francis 
  
Monday, August 27 
7:45 AM   Barbara Boscarino, rq. by Family, for Health & Blessings 
    of Grazyna Zibell, rq. by George & Eva Lopuszynski and  
    Herbert Drazba, rq. by Joseph March 
    
Tuesday, August 28 
 7:45 AM Anthony Vacco, rq. by George & Carol Buckner 
 
Wednesday, August 29 
 7:45 AM   Frank Ross, Sr., rq. by Family and Jim Mangan, rq. by   
    Bobbi Mangan and Tom Murphy, rq. by 7:45 AM  Mass  
    Group 
     
Thursday, August 30 
 7:45 AM  Stuart Cameron, rq. by Chanda Family and Frank  
   Cunningham, rq. by Family and Special intention for    
   Jennifer Mikulskis, rq. by Mom 
 
Friday, August 31 
 7:45 AM   Michael Weber, rq. by Maria Weber and Sue Peregoy,   
    rq. by Ray & Marian Peregoy 
 
Saturday, September 01 
5:15 PM   Leon Czub, rq. by The Family and Alvin Zuber and  
    Lawrence Birmingham, rq. by Mike & Virginia Lesnet 
 
Sunday, September 02 
7:30 AM   Marian Skorup, Robert Abt, Charlie & Madeleine Pelicant 
    and Jean & Marguerite Abt, and Laura Desimpel and   
    Frances Umporowicz, rq. by Emil Skorup 
 
9:00 AM    Stephen & Stephanie Satala, rq. by Family and Zdzislaw 
    Antkiewicz, rq. by Wife & Children and Maybelle      
    McCann, rq. by Doug & Rita Murray 
 
10:30AM    Art Heintz, rq. by Magafas Family and Joseph DiPietro,  
    rq. by Karen & Paula and Wladyslaw Ewijacz, rq. by D &  
    A Ciezczak & Family 
   
12:00 PM    People of St. Francis 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church build-
ing.  The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, 
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed 
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays.  The Eucharistic 
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day.  The Chapel is 
located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone:  460-0042 Fax:  460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant:  Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists:  Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Eric Franklin, Michael Higgins, 
Kevin Moe, Ryan Reid 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Phone:  460-0155, 
Fax:  460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 
(mkrzyminski@...) 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
Phone:  708-403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)   
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
BULLETIN 
Editor:  Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send 
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office. 
 
PARISH LIBRARY           
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library  
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY: 5:15 PM  SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY:  7:45 AM 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the 
Religious Education Center.  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Saturday sessions meet 
from 8:30—10:00 a.m.  Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sun-
days during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th 
grade, September-April.  Call 708-460-0155 for more information.   
 
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary 
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis.  For registration 
information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 

Become a Catholic 
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested 
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042. 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday, 
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass.  Those of advanced age or suf-
fering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.   
 
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital.  Please call 460-0042. 

 
Baptisms 

Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 1:30.  Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to 
make arrangements.  A baptismal conference will be set up with the 
parents.   
 

Marriages 
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance 
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church 
date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more de-
tails. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and 
Lent.  Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 

 
Registration 

You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a 
registration form which is found in Church.   
 

Boundaries 
North:  135th St.     South:  183rd St.  

West:  Will-Cook Road      
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St. 

104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St. 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mak1950@sbcglobal.net) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com)  
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