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The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are  
guided by the Holy 
Spirit  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 
 Pastor’s Morsels & Tidbits 

Notes on the Scripture – (Law is good, love is better)  
It seemed like such a good idea at the time: carve the law of the na-
tion in stone. We citizens of another land and millennia can appreci-
ate how final the Ten Commandments must have felt— and yet 
how inadequate they turned out to be. We too have laws and rules, 
Declaration and Constitution, rights and amendments. But a com-
munity doesn’t emerge from stone or paper, from documents and 
words and promises. We may give lip service to high ideals, but on-
ly love leads to the common good. Do we really love our neighbor 
as ourselves?  
 
Grandparents’ Mass 
Next weekend we honor and acknowledge all grandparents with a 
special celebration and a blessing. I hope we all have a chance to 
honor this special relationship. Please, invite your grandparents to 
join us for Masses. Happy Grandparents Day!   
 
RCIA 
Are you or someone you know interested in becoming Catholic? 
Are you curious about our faith or missing sacraments? The Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is the process by which adults 
learn and join the Catholic Church. Please call the office for more 
information, as we begin our program later in September. 
 
Grand Raffle 
This weekend we continue selling our Grand Raffle tickets. We 
have great prizes ($60,000) and at the same time this is a wonder-
ful way of supporting our parish. Please check the bulletin for more 
details and buy a ticket in the narthex or at the office during the 
week.  
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This week at St. Francis 

♦ A.A., 7:30 pm (NR) 

Friday, September 7 

Tuesday, September 4 

♦ New Religious Ed Family and First Grade Family 
Meeting, 6:30 pm (SFC) 

♦ Overeaters Anonymous Meeting, 9:00 am (GR) 
♦ Religious Education (A), Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 

Wednesday, September 5 

Saturday, September 8 
♦ Hunger Walk, 7:00 am  
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 8:30 am (SFC) 
♦ Marian Movement, 10:00 am (SFC) 
♦ First Grade Mass Lesson  (as assigned), 4:30 pm 

(UH) 
♦ First Grade Family Mass & Coffee And...5:15 pm 

(CH, GR) 

Monday, September 3 

Parish & Religious 
Ed Offices Closed 
Mass at 9:00 am 

Sunday, September 9 
♦ Grandparent’s Day 
♦ Children’s Liturgy of the Word during 9:00 and 10:30 

am Masses (UH) 
♦ SFYG Fall Kick Off, 9:00 am (SFR) 

Thursday, September 6 
♦ Religious Education, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Helping Hands Meeting, 7:00 pm (GR) 

Saint Peregrine was healed 
of a cancerous ulcer on his 
leg which was considered 
beyond saving. The fame of 
this event in 1325 spread rap-
idly round the western 

Church. Christians, and especially the sick, began to 
invoke his name and seek his intercession for the relief 
of their suffering and even for a cure from sickness. 
The canonization of St. Peregrine in 1726 increased 
people’s devotion to him which spread to the universal 
Church. September 17 at 7:00 pm in the church,  
 
St. Francis of Assisi will begin offering a novena to 
St. Peregrine. The novena will be held for 9 Mon-
days.  All parishioners are welcome to participate.  
 
St. Peregrine is the patron saint for persons suffering 
from illnesses of  all types in particular cancer. 

Next weekend, September 8 & 9, we will 
honor grandparents at all Masses.   

 
Grandparents will receive a special 

blessing and a bookmark.  Please invite 
your grandparents to join us on their 

special day! 

Are YOU looking for opportunities to help 
you with your Spiritual Growth? 
 
Please join fellow adult parishioners for a 
series of spiritual growth opportunities of-
fered with your learning needs, styles and 
busy schedule in mind. Choose the oppor-
tunities that will encourage you to deepen 
your relationship with God, enhance your 
prayer life, and/or provide you with a re-
newed sense of purpose and direction in 
your life.  More on page 06. 



4                                                         ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH, ORLAND PARK                                        09/02/18 

 
St. Francis Mother’s Group  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come play with us!  
Saturday September 15 Upton Hall  

at 10 a.m. 
 

Meet other moms, snacks, arts  
and crafts, stories, bubbles and  

parachute! 
 

Contact Alana Mitrovich  
ammitrovich@gmail.com  

St. Francis 
Book Club 

All are welcome to join!   
Please join us for lively discussions. 

 We meet at 1:00 pm in the Niehaus Room  
 

Tuesday, September 18 
“A Piece of the World,” by Christina Baker Kline 

 

SAVE THE DATE  
 

September 16 
 

Orland Township 
will be at St. Francis 

on Sunday,  
September 16th  

from 8:00 am until 
12:00 pm to adminis-

ter flu shots. 

Friends of St 
Francis Club  
returns on  

September 20th  
at Noon  

in the St.  
Francis Center  
(Religious Ed 

Building) 
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SAVE THE 
DATE! 

 
St. Francis of  
Assisi’s 8th  

Annual Women’s  
Reflection  
Gathering 

Friday, October 12, 
6:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

 
More details to follow 

in future Bulletins 
Can’t wait to see you 

there! 

 

“We share Pope Francis’ ‘conviction that everything 
possible must be done to rid the Church of the 
scourge of the sexual abuse of minors and to open 
pathways of reconciliation and healing for those who 
were abused.’” 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, “Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People” (2018 Revisions), quot-

ing Pope Francis, Letter, February 2, 2015. © 2015 Libreria 
Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 

BECOMING CATHOLIC 
 

If you or someone you know is interested in being baptized,  
becoming Catholic or completing their sacraments, please call  

the parish office, 708-460-0042. 
 

Our first gathering will be September 11 at 7 pm. 

Cardinal Joseph Ber-
nardin School named  
a “Hero” on Special 
Olympic 50th Anni-
versary Memorial 

Cardinal Joseph Ber-
nardin Catholic School 
(CJB) is proud to be 
recognized a “Hero” by 
Special Olympics and 
listed on the new 50th 
Anniversary Memorial 
at Soldier Field.  This 
beautiful memorial will 
be a permanent fixture 
at Soldier Field and 
has a great message 
with the awesome 
Special Olympics Ath-
lete Oath…"Let me 
win.  But if I cannot 
win, let me be brave in 
the attempt."   "CJB 
was excited to support 
the efforts of Special 
Olympics at their 50th 
Anniversary events 
that were held in July.   
 
We had many families 
and students who at-

tended the Special 
Olympics Unified 
Cup at Toyota Park 
and helped with ac-
tivities at the Global 
Day of Inclusion 
which was held at 
Soldier Field, and 
we are proud to help 
this wonderful or-
ganization,” stated 
Principal Mary Ian-
nucilli. 
 
Special Olympics, 
which began at Sol-
dier Field on July 
20,1968,celebrated 
its 50th Anniversary.  
With more than 5 
million athletes in 
over 170 countries, 
Special Olympics 
has come a long 
way since the first 
Games at Soldier 
Field.   
 
This year, Chicago 
served as the global 
stage for a series of 

high profile events 
which highlights inclu-
sion and Chicago’s 
leading role in this 
worldwide move-
ment.  These events 
took place July 17-21. 
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Are YOU looking for  
opportunities to help you 

with your Spiritual 
Growth? 

 
Please join fellow adult pa-
rishioners for a series of 
spiritual growth opportuni-
ties offered with your learn-
ing needs, styles and busy 
schedule in mind. Choose 
the opportunities that will 
encourage you to deepen 
your relationship with God, 
enhance your prayer life, 
and/or provide you with a 
renewed sense of purpose 
and direction in your life.  
 
 
Companions of Your Jour-
ney – Self-Paced  At-Home 
Retreat 
Tuesday, September 18th 
Orientation Gathering offers 
a way to grow in awareness 
of self, others, the world and 
God.  Ask yourself: 
•Who am I at this moment? 
•What am I busy with? 
•How can I get in touch with 
my true self? 
•Where do I find God in my 
daily life? 
 
This free self-paced retreat 
gives you a chance to nour-
ish your heart and soul, to 
find spiritual energy and 
more meaning in your life, 
and to see where you are on 
your journey with God. You 
set aside a period of inten-
tional daily 10-minute prayer 
time and meet with a spiritu-
al companion to share the 
fruit of your reflection on 
seven given topics. 
God is present and active in 
your daily life in a multitude 
of (usually unnoticed) ways. 

When you slow down, begin 
to reflect, and take a long, 
loving look at what is happen-
ing around you, you begin to 
become aware of the experi-
ence and the presence of 
God.  The more you know 
yourself the more you know 
God; and the more you know 
God, the more you know 
yourself and your direction 
and purpose.  
 
 
Over-night Retreat at Fran-
ciscan Center in Frankfort 
Tuesday, October 2nd even-
ing to late morning Thursday, 
October 4th. 
 
The Franciscan Center for 
Prayer located on St. Francis 
Rd, Frankfort, is rooted in the 
Franciscan tradition, is a sa-
cred space of welcome for 
those seeking peace of mind, 
body, and spirit. 
 
The retreat includes: 
•Talks presented by staff of 
The Center 
•Talking at meals and option-
al faith sharing in the eve-
nings 
•Cost:  $185 includes private 
room accommodations and 
meals 
•Limited to 10 parishioners 
from St. Francis of Assisi 
 
To register or for more infor-
mation, contact the parish 
office or Sr. Gael 460-0042. 

THE KNOWLEDGE AND PRAYER SERIES ANNOUNCES:  
 

End-of-Life and Guardianship Decisions should be a Top Priority -  
A Catholic Perspective  

 
Come hear Michael Brady, recognized estate planning lawyer, Knight of Columbus, 
husband and father discuss critical end-of-life issues such as preserving human digni-
ty, suffering as part of God’s plan, what the Church teaches and Mother Theresa’s ap-
proach.  He will also present information on guardianship for your children and what is 
necessary and recommended.   
 
Mr. Brady will speak on Monday, September 10th, at 7:00 PM as St. Michael  Church, 
14327 Highland Ave, in Orland Park.  
 
The Knowledge and Prayer series is sponsored by the Multi Parish Respect Life Ministries from 
Our Lady of the Woods, St. Francis of Assisi and St. Michael in Orland Park and St. Bernard’s, 

Our Mother of Good Counsel, and Annunciation Byzantine Catholic Church in Homer Glen  

Mission Trip Registration for 2019  is now 
open.  Go to www.sfaorland.org and click on 
the serve tab to find full details and registration 
forms.  The first meeting will be September 16 
for Teens and Parents.  11:30-1:00PM 
 
Join us for the Service, the Faith, the fun, and 
friends. We are also considering doing an in-
ternational mission trip for 2020 and would like 
to her your thoughts about it.   
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20-8-Teen Fall Kickoff/Tailgate Party 
 

Sunday September 9, 2018 
 

12:00 Mass 
1:00 Burgers and Hot Dogs 
Kickball     Screen Games 

What’s-In-The-Box   Ice Breakers 
More to be named later. 

Bring a friend.  Ideal for first timers. 

Mission trip Reflection,  by Connor Devlin 
 
My name is Connor Devlin and this year I went on the 
St Francis mission trip to Knoxville, Tennessee. I was 
told about the mission trip by my friends Ben and Will 
Giblin and decided to join them on the mission trip the 
following year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My experience on the mission trip was enjoyable. 
Throughout the mission trip I was working on a wonder-
ful old woman’s home painting it for her so that the 
wood on her house would be protected from rain. I met 
some great people, made some new friends and had 
some great new experiences such as going hiking on 
our free day. I think that the experience I had was also 
very spiritual as you get to connect with God through 
mass, reconciliation and adoration. The whole trip is 
both intended for the growing connection between god 
and yourself, as well as your connection with your piers 
from you parish. I believe that I was guided toward this 
mission trip to become a better person and spread 
more positivity to people who need it. I personally think 
this experience has made me a better person as I am 
now closer with God and he guides my decisions to be 
more just and right. I think that anyone who has the op-
portunity to give back to the community whilst also 
growing in their faith should take this opportunity that is 
offered through the church.  
 
It really is a special week where you attend mass and 
work in the community and meet and network with new 
people to show you and expose you to the world out-
side of our small community.  

Mission trip Reflection,  by, Francesca Strolia 
 
This year I was very fortunate to have been a chaper-
one on the youth group Catholic Heart Mission Trip to 
Knoxville, Tennessee for a week in June. Prior to this 
mission trip, I had gone on three mission trips during 
my high school years through the St. Francis Xtreme 
Youth Group, and one mission trip with my college 
cross country team. Therefore, I thought I had enough 
knowledge of how this mission trip was going to go 
again. However, being on the other side of things this 
year on the mission trip as a chaperone opened my 
eyes to more than I would have thought before. 
  
To be honest, going 
into the week of the 
mission trip I felt 
steady, content and 
comfortable in my 
relationship with 
God. However, this 
shortly changed 
during the early 
days of the mission 
trip for me. After 
getting in a minor 
accident on the way down to Tennessee with a taxi cab 
and learning the first night at CHWC that I would be the 
only adult leader in my workgroup, I was feeling a little 
overwhelmed and anxious for what the remainder of the 
week would bring. As a person that likes to have things 
in order and planned out, I was nervous for the uncer-
tainties that still lied ahead for the week. I had never led 
my own group before and had two adult leaders in my 
workgroups on my past mission trips, so I was nervous 
that my group would not bond well, or that I would not 
know what to do at our worksites. It is easy to say I was 
a bit frustrated at God for placing difficult obstacles in 
the road for me during a week that was supposed to be 
rejuvenating, healing, and so wonderful.  
 
Nevertheless, on Monday night during evening program 
when the gym of Knoxville Catholic High School was 
filled with hundreds of teens and adults praising God 
together for His goodness that was already shining 
through on the first day, my mindset switched from the 
anxiousness that it is to a sense of calm that there was 
no need to worry about what was to come since He al-
ready had the week planned out for us. The week at 

Catholic Heart 
Work Camp was 
challenging, yet 
extremely ful-
filling for me. My 
workgroup was 
made of 5 high 
schoolers that all 
were outgoing 
and hardworking 
which I could not 
have been happi 

Continued on page 10 
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Adult Faith Formation 
AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 

Finances are not at the center 
of a parish – faith in Jesus and 
a willingness to be his disciple 
constitutes the heart of the 
parish.    A parish has the re-
sponsibility to nurture that faith 
and encourage discipleship. 
This responsibility is not lim-
ited simply to the clergy or 
staff, but shared by the entire 
community. We all have a 
mutual responsibility to live out 
our Catholic faith; be disciples 
and encourage and support 
one another. 
   
Stewardship:  time, talent and 
treasure succinctly describe a 
parish mission. Shared time 
and talent build up the king-
dom; treasure is   a necessary 
structural element. 
   
Last week, I offered some 
examples of financial life in 
years past. My quick reflection 
is that Catholics were fre-
quently reminded of their obli-
gation to financially support 
their parish – and if we look at 
all the churches and schools 
that have been built and sup-
ported over the years, Catho-
lics responded. However, I 
don’t know how much detailed 
information was shared by the 
pastor about the parish financ-
es. 
  
Today, transparency and ac-
countability have become es-
sential elements of parish fi-
nances. The Archdiocese has 
developed best practice guide-
lines to assist each parish in 
financial transparency. 
 
Yearly, each parish budgets 
for the coming fiscal year, July 
1 – June 30. We use these 
dates primarily because of 

schools; this schedule bet-
ter matches the education 
year. The Archdiocese ex-
pects each parish to share 
with parishioners an end of 
year financial report.  This 
report is to include ordinary 
income/expenses as well as 
extraordinary income (e.g. 
building fund) and extraordi-
nary expenses. 
  
The parish is expected to 
use Quick Books and follow 
a standard chart of ac-
counts. At the end of the 
fiscal year, each parish 
sends statistical information 
to the Archdiocese: roster of 
staff members; sacramental 
reception/ parish member-
ship/ and enrollment in 
school and religious educa-
tion. In addition, sends a 
detailed financial report.   
The Archdiocese expects a 
balanced budget. 
 
A parish finance council is 
to be operative. It is ex-
pected to meet with the 
pastor on a regular basis; 
they review the budget as 
well as the end of the year 
report. 
 
This Council serves is a 
critical resource to a pastor. 
In general, it is composed of 
parish volunteers; some 
have a business back 
ground - accountants; own-
ers of a business; or hold 
management level posi-
tions. Others are interested 
parishioners without specific 
financial backgrounds.  The 
Archdiocese has no abso-
lute requirements for mem-
bership.  
 

A significant Council responsi-
bility is to review and analyze 
the annual budget. Providing 
this critical feedback to the 
pastor is essential to maintain 
financial stability. In summary, 
they   determine if the budget 
is realistic. Does it include 
both ministerial as well as 
plant needs?   Does it ade-
quately estimate potential 
income?  Does it reflect   par-
ish ministerial priorities?  
Does it adequately includes 
plans for the future?  Does it 
make provision to assist those 
in need?   
 
At St. Francis a detailed finan-
cial report is mailed to each 
household and members of 
the Finance Council give an 
annual report at  Sunday 
Masses. Parishes are also 
encouraged to publish weekly 
or at least monthly results of 
the weekly collection.  
 
Finances are a shared re-
sponsibility.  

 

... the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA)?  
 
In 1962 the Second Vati-
can Council directed that 
the ancient process for ini-
tiating adultsbe restored. 
The Church’s description of 
the restored process and 

WHAT IS… 
By, Gael Gensler, OSF © 2017  
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the restored process and 
its liturgical rites, Rite of 
Christian Initiation of 
Adults, or RCIA, became 
available in English in  
1974, was revised in 1988, 
and by the authority of the 
United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, has 
beenused in parishes since 
then. Its vision is to accom-
pany and provide formation 
for adultswho wish to be-
come disciples of Jesus 
Christ in the Roman Catho-
lic Church.The rite envi-
sions a process that (1) 
takes place in the midst of 
the community of the faith-
ful who provide prayer, 
support, and examples of a 
life of discipleship,(2) hon-
ors the journey of each per-
son who, having heard the 
invitation from God, freely 
responds and seeks to de-
velop a relationship with 
Jesus Christ and his 
Church, (3) is marked by 
celebrations that honor the 
journey, culminating at the 
Easter Vigil with the sacra-
ments of initiation: Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucha-
rist, and (4) takes as long 
as it takes for each person 
to develop. 
 
The process consists of 
four periods and three 
steps. 
 
Period One: Evangelization 
or Precatechumenate.A 
time when the Gospel is 
proclaimed and inquir-
erscome to first faith and 
initial conversion to Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Step One: Rite of Ac-
ceptance into the Order of 
Catechumens. At this for-
mal rite in the midst of the 
assembly, inquirers declare 
their intention to accept the 
Gospel and follow Christ, 
their senses are signed 

with the Sign of the 
Cross, and they are now 
known as catechumens 
(listeners). 
 
Period Two: The Cate-
chumenate. In this peri-
od the catechumens are 
dismissed after the homi-
ly to reflect on the Word 
of God, they receive cat-
echesis (deepening their 
understanding of Scrip-
ture and becoming ac-
quainted with the teach-
ings of the Church) and 
formation (participating 
in the life of the commu-
nity, including service), 
and are nourished by 
prayer. This period 
should last at least one-
full liturgical year. 
 
Step Two: The Rite of 
Election takes place at 
the diocesan cathedral 
on or near the First Sun-
day of Lent. When the 
catechumens and their 
sponsors and catechists 
discern that they are 
ready for the final prepa-
ration for the sacraments 
of initiation, they are de-
clared by the bishop to 
be among “the elect.”  
 
Period Three: Purifica-
tion and Enlightenment. 
During this period, which 
coincides with Lent, the 

elect engage in deep pray-
er, reflection, and self-
searching.At three rites, 
called scrutinies, on the 
Third, Fourth, and Fifth 
Sundays of Lent, the com-
munity prays that the elect 
will be freed of sin, healed 
of weakness, and strength-
enedin their preparations 
for initiation at the Easter 
Vigil.  
 
Step Three: The sacra-
ments of initiation 
(Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Eucharist) are cele-
brated at the Easter Vigil, 
the high point of the liturgi-
cal year. In the light of the 
Paschal Mystery, the elect 
are made new creations, 
joined to Christ, and incor-
porated into his body of 
disciples. Now fully initiat-
ed, they take their place at 
the Eucharistic table. 
 
Period Four: Postbaptismal 
Catechesis or Mystagogy. 
For the fifty days of Easter 
the neophytes (newly plant-
ed Christians) will continue 
to meet to ponder the mys-
teries of the new sacra-
mental life they are experi-
encing and to integrate it 
into their daily lives. They 
participate (now fully) in 
liturgy, continue to ponder 
Scripture, join with parish 
groups to serve in the 
world, and witness to the 
Gospel with their new lives 
of faith. The parish wel-
comes them with joy and 
helps them find their place 
in the community. In some 
sense these are lifelong 
activities for all disciples.  

 
 

Archdiocese of Chicago:  
Liturgy Training Publications. 

 
All rights reserved.  

 
Art by Steve Musgrave. 
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 “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring [the] good 
news!” 

Romans 10:15 

 
Join fellow parishioners on Satur-
day, September 8th as we walk to 
aid the Albertine Sisters who staff 
the St. Blase Food Panty.  
 
Each month the Sisters serve 450 
families through their food pantry 
and an additional 500 families each 
WEEK that come to their donation 
table. 
 
The Sisters will receive credit at the Greater Chicago Food Depository 
for each person that walks on their behalf. This credit will go a long 
way to supply food for their various programs. In order for the Sisters 
to receive credit, we must indicate that we are walking on behalf of 
Team St. Blase. Stop by the parish office to sign a simple waiver and 
we will make sure you are registered correctly. We only need your 
name and email address. Transportation will be provided. The Hunger 
walk takes place in Jackson Park and we will walk along the lake 
front. Buses leave from St. Francis promptly at 7:00 AM and will return 
at approximately 12:30 PM. Registration ends August 29th. 
 
This costs you nothing. Simply by taking a walk along beautiful Lake 
Michigan, you can make a difference in the lives of so many. 

Extreme Youth, Mission Reflection, cont. from p.7 
 
er with. We went to 4 different worksites where we 
cleaned wheelchairs at a nursing home, played games 
and talked and danced with residents, weeded and har-
vested a garden at the YWCA, trimmed trees and bush-
es, planted a garden and raked 50 year’s worth of pine 
needles that had fallen at “Nanny’s” home, and so 
much more! The “Fran Clan Van” rides to and from 
worksites were also super fun with my workgroup who 
loved to sing old country songs while we drove through 
the mountains! 
 
 When my outlook changed on the week and I realized 
that God was placing the obstacles in the road so that I 
could get out of my comfortable and cruise-control-like 
relationship with Him, the mission trip became all that it 
was plus more for me. I was challenged to get into the 
uncomfortable so that I could grow, stand up as a lead-
er, and most of all TRUST in His plan because He 
doesn’t make mistakes!  
 
 I know that I, nor the other SFA girls on the trip, would 
not have had such an amazing week serving on the 
mission trip if it wasn’t for Lisa Enguita as the other fe-
male chaperone. Thank you Bob, Greg, and Matt for 
leading on such a great week and I am so glad that I 
was able to be a part of the mission trip this year! 

St. Francis  
Parking Lot 
Sept.15/16 

BEFORE/AFTER MASS 
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The next meeting of the Helping Hands Committee 
will be held Thursday, September 6, 2018 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Great Room. If you would like the oppor-
tunity to participate in this parish ministry you are in-
vited to attend.  
 

Join us as we follow Christ's example to serve others. 
If you need more information please contact Jerri 
LaRoche, jerrilaroche@comcast.net or Sheila Pachol-
ski, jpachol741@aol.com 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Weekend Sept. 15 - 16, 2018 
 
In Shawl Ministry, love of neighbor and an interest in cro-
cheting or knitting have been combined into a prayerful 
ministry that reaches out to those in special need of 
comfort and prayer, for example: elderly homebound, 
those undergoing painful medical procedures or those 
experiencing other afflictions such as serious illness or 
grief. 

The SFA Prayer Shawl Ministry provides unique, hand-
crafted shawls and winter scarves representing a mantle 
of love and care from our parish to the recipient. Recipi-
ents include parishioners and their loved ones and 
friends, as well as strangers who are our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Since its formation in October 2010, the 
SFA Prayer Shawl Ministry has crocheted or knit more 
than 1500 shawls. Annually, more than 250 winter 
scarves are created for distribution during the Christmas 
season to individuals served at downtown suppers by 
Catholic Charities at St. Francis, to women at shelters 
and to Sacred Heart Mission in Pembroke, IL. 
 
Please stop by our table in the narthex Sept. 15 - 16 to 
see some of the shawls, meet some of our volunteer 
shawl makers and learn more about this special ministry. 
You can also request a blessed shawl if you know some-
one in special need of comfort and prayer. There is nev-
er a charge for shawls, however as a self-sustaining 
ministry, we gratefully accept cash donations to be used 
to purchase yarn and supplies. 
 
Questions? Want to get 
involved? Please contact 
Sr. Gael or Kay Cernak 
through the Parish Office 
at (708) 460-0042 or 
parishof-
fice@sfaorland.org 

The St. Francis of Assisi Parish invites you to 
our Holy Hour for Peace  

 

September 11, 2018  
 

The Holy Hour will begin at 7:00 p.m in the 
Church.  

 

Join us as we pray as a community for peace 
in the world on Patriot's Day 2018. 
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Mary Budz 
Nolan Burby 

Emily Cepkauskas 
Erin Childs 

Edward Czuk 
Jim Dillon 

Renee Farrell 
Holly Fedor 
Brett Kostes 

George Kozik 
Angie Latek 
Bill Lorden 

Madelon Lorden 
Sharon Malioris 

Mary Oleszkiewicz 
Joan Pecor 

Bonnie Petrick 
Giovanna Picciolini 

Teresa Rooks 
Michael Rusco 
Barbara Spano 
Sue Straatman 
Louis Tassone 

 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially: 

 

Monday: 1 Cor 2:1-5; Ps 119:97-102; Lk 4:16-30,  or, 
for Labor Day, any readings from the Mass "For the 
Blessings of Human Labor," nos. 907-911 
 
Tuesday: 1 Cor 2:10b-16; Ps 145:8-14; Lk 4:31-37 
 
Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9; Ps 33:12-15, 20-21; Lk 4:38-
44 
 
Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23; Ps 24:1bc-4ab, 5-6; Lk 5:1-
11 
 
Friday:  1 Cor 4:1-5; Ps 37:3-6, 27-28, 39-40; Lk 
5:33-39 
 
Saturday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6; Mt 1:1-
16, 18-23 [18-23] 
 

 

Saturday, September 01 
5:15 PM   Leon Czub, rq. by The Family and Alvin Zuber and  
    Lawrence Birmingham, rq. by Mike & Virginia Lesnet 
 
Sunday, September 02 
7:30 AM   Marian Skorup, Robert Abt, Charlie & Madeleine Pelicant 
    and Jean & Marguerite Abt, and Laura Desimpel and   
    Frances Umporowicz, rq. by Emil Skorup 
 
9:00 AM    Stephen & Stephanie Satala, rq. by Family and Zdzislaw 
    Antkiewicz, rq. by Wife & Children and Maybelle      
    McCann, rq. by Doug & Rita Murray 
 
10:30AM    Art Heintz, rq. by Magafas Family and Joseph DiPietro,  
    rq. by Karen & Paula and Wladyslaw Ewijacz, rq. by D &  
    A Ciezczak & Family 
   
12:00 PM    People of St. Francis 
  
Monday, September 03 - Labor Day 
9:00 AM   Betty Vaughn, rq. by Bob & Rosemary Odewald and Bill  
    Callaghan, rq. by Thursday Friends and Diane Niehaus,  
    rq. by Family 
    
Tuesday, September 04 
 7:45 AM Tom Murphy and BillCallaghan, rq. by Cecilia Murphy   
   and Jerome Tesmond, rq. by Norene Tesmond 
 
Wednesday, September 05 
 7:45 AM   Diane Niehaus, rq. by SFA and Donald Stump, rq. by   
    Deloris Fischer and Peter Cunningham, rq. by Family 
     
Thursday, September 06 
 7:45 AM  Diane Niehaus, rq. by SFA and Kay Thomassen, rq. by  
   Bernadette & Dan Wolinski and Joseph Macchia, rq. by  
   Stephens Family 
 
Friday, September 07 
 7:45 AM   Diane Niehaus, rq. by Joseph March and Regina Lipetzk, 
    rq. by Ross Family and George & Eva Lopuszynski (40th 
    Wedding Anniversary) and Stanley Taraszka, rq. by    
    Mary Jo Levoy  
 
Saturday, September 08 
5:15 PM   Joseph Simard, rq. by Family and Charles Coppens, rq.  
    by Family and Kevin Crisham, rq. by Mary Bugyi 
 
Sunday, September 09 
7:30 AM   Marie Jeanne Skorup, rq. by Emil Skorup and Catherine  
    & Austin McCarthy, rq. by Eileen McCarthy and David   
    Burberry, rq. by Ted Grekowicz and Dolores Grekowicz 
 
9:00 AM    People of St. Francis 
 
10:30AM    Vito Zotto, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll and Richard Kozik, rq. 
    by Regina Knapp and Casimir & Anna Panek, rq. by    
    Osmelak Family 
   
12:00 PM    Jan Soltis, rq. by Mary Soltis and Keith Murphy, rq. by   
    Jean Horton and Lottie Stojak, rq. by Bob Georgiann  
    Dytrych 

With joy, we announce the marriages of... 

Daniel R. Petrbok &  
Rachel E. McKane 

 
on August 25, 2018 

 
May your lives always be blessed 

with God’s love! 
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 08/26/18 Year to Date 

Budgeted $   23,480.00     $   211,320.00 

Collected $    23,328.00 $    209,725.00 

Net ($      152.00)      ($       1,595.00) 

      
 .   

 
Go to our website, www.sfaorland.org and press 
the “Donate Now” button or www.sfaorland.org 

and press the “Donate Now” button.   
 

You can also use the yellow form in your  
envelope packet or call the office to sign up:  

708-460-0042 

Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

 

  September 8 
5:30 PM 

September 9 
7:30 AM 

September 9 
9:00 AM 

September 9 
10:30 AM 

September 9 
12:00 PM 

Presider Rev. Artur Sowa Rev. Ed Upton Rev. Artur Sowa Rev. Rich Young Rev. Rich Young 

Deacon Mike Kiley Michael Pindelski Daniel Carroll Daniel Carroll John Donahue 

Sacristan Ann Czarny Olga Bartell Barbara Basila Wendy Freer Laureen Pietranczyk 

Lector James Walsh (1) 
Jill Dwyer (2) 

Kyle Laird (1) 
Gabby Bach (2) 

Marilyn Nelson (1) 
Kim Reid (2) 

Rachel Weber (1) 
Thomas Glynn (2) 

Tina Governale (1) 
Carolyn Kimmey (2) 

Eucharistic Minister 

Robert Adamowski 
Beth Bruozis 
Ann Czarny 
Carol Funk 
H. Paul Harms 
Mike Kiley 
Richard Klein 
 (sub requested) 
Lisa Picciola 
Alice Rzeszutko 
Richard Rzeszutko 
Rev. Artur Sowa 
Susan Vari 

Olga Bartell 
David Burns 
Patricia Doyle 
Bernard Flanagan 
Patricia Goldberg 
Taylor Healy 
Sharon McCaffrey 
Michael Pindelski 
Rev. Ed Upton 
Dominic Zambuto 
 
 
 

Barbara Basila 
Kathleen Biederman 
Daniel Carroll 
Joan Giorgetti 
Alana Mitrovich 
Casimir (Casey) 
Pytel 
Terry Reger 
Joseph Schweiger 
Judy Schweiger 
Rev. Artur Sowa 
Mary Vaas 
Brian Whiteford 

Mark Behncke 
Daniel Carroll 
Georgiann Dytrych 
Patricia Flynn 
Wendy Freer 
Mary Greenan 
George Kaminski 
Rob Klein 
Toni Klein 
Jacqueline Magafas 
Tricia Vidinich 
Rev. Rich Young 
 

Carlene Catalano 
John Donahue 
Robert Long 
Mary Jo Noreikis 
Nancy Palacz 
Marcia Pavela 
Laureen Pietranczyk 
Margaret Sabadosa 
Jeannine Witowski 
Rev. Rich Young 
 
 
 

Altar Server 
Giuliana Cisek 
 (sub requested) 
Hailey Dwyer 
John Dwyer 

Grace Hamilton 
Jack Strolia 
Mia Strolia 
 

Kathleen Johnson 
Ryan Reid 
Brendan Siemiawski 
 

Matthew Gaspardo 
Julia Malysz 
Johnny Mazenko 
 

Cecilia Kane 
Josh Kane 
Ryan Kane 
 

Usher 

Teri Sankey (HU) 
Joe Czarny 
 (sub requested) 
Mike Zoladz 
Roxanne Zoladz 
Nancy Sullivan 
Lee Springer 

James Pedersen 
(HU) 
Jeffrey Belski 
Paula Belski 
Joann O'Dea 
 
 

Keith Nelson (HU) 
Kenneth Heatter 
Marianne Laff 
Richard Wysocki 
Greg Gervais 
Oriano Pagnucci 
 

Lynn Pajon (HU) 
James Winters 
Richard Bonetti 
John Glass 
Janet Fifer 
Gregory Fifer 
 

Don (David) Hodson 
(HU) 
Rosalie Hodson 
Jerry Ondrus 
Joan Ondrus 
Laura Tucco 
John Coyle 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church build-
ing.  The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, 
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed 
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays.  The Eucharistic 
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day.  The Chapel is 
located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone:  460-0042 Fax:  460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant:  Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists:  Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Eric Franklin, Michael Higgins, 
Kevin Moe, Ryan Reid 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Phone:  460-0155, 
Fax:  460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 
(mkrzyminski@...) 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
Phone:  708-403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)   
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
BULLETIN 
Editor:  Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send 
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office. 
 
PARISH LIBRARY           
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library  
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY: 5:15 PM  SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY:  7:45 AM 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the 
Religious Education Center.  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Saturday sessions meet 
from 8:30—10:00 a.m.  Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sun-
days during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th 
grade, September-April.  Call 708-460-0155 for more information.   
 
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary 
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis.  For registration 
information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 

Become a Catholic 
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested 
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042. 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday, 
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass.  Those of advanced age or suf-
fering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.   
 
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital.  Please call 460-0042. 

 
Baptisms 

Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 1:30.  Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to 
make arrangements.  A baptismal conference will be set up with the 
parents.   
 

Marriages 
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance 
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church 
date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more de-
tails. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and 
Lent.  Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 

 
Registration 

You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a 
registration form which is found in Church.   
 

Boundaries 
North:  135th St.     South:  183rd St.  

West:  Will-Cook Road      
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St. 

104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St. 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mak1950@sbcglobal.net) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com)  
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