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The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are  
guided by the Holy 
Spirit  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 
 Pastor’s Morsels & Tidbits 

Notes on the Scripture – (Opening the door on possibility)  
In the gospel today Jesus met a man who couldn’t hear and therefore could 
scarcely speak well enough to be understood. After meeting Jesus, the man 
could hear and spoke plainly. Jesus said, “Don’t tell anyone.” But once a mouth 
has been opened, it’s hard to keep it shut. Pretty soon every mouth in the dis-
trict of the Decapolis was opened and yammering about this event. “He has 
done all things well,” they said of Jesus. That was a pretty good assessment. 
 
And so – there is hope! Miracles can happen. Peace is possible. Justice is al-
ways a decision away. Grace is available for the asking. We might think we’re 
damned (or in popular terminology, “screwed”), but that’s only a perception, one 
of many, and certainly not the most accurate one. Jesus is the one who does all 
things well, if we can trust the eyewitnesses. Far from being the lord of the 
damned, Jesus is the one who saves. A way has been opened for us, and all we 
have to do is walk through the door to get there. 
 
Grandparents’ Mass 
This weekend we honor and acknowledge all grandparents with a special bless-
ing at every mass. I hope we all have a chance to honor this special relation-
ship. Grandparents play an important role in our families and it is very important 
we foster those relationships. Happy Grandparents Day!   
 
RCIA 
Are you or someone you know interested in becoming Catholic? Are you curious 
about our faith or missing sacraments? The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) is the process by which adults learn and join the Catholic Church. 
Please call the office for more information (708-460-0042), as we begin our pro-
gram later in September. 
 
Holy Hour for Peace 
This week is 9/11 and as we remember we also want to pray for peace, in our 
hearts, homes and around the world. The Holy Hour will begin at 7pm in the 
church.  
 
Travel Opportunities 
I know I just came back from my sabbatical, but I am already planning for 2019 
and here are some travel considerations. I am organizing a pilgrimage to Holy 
Land in February (19-28). This should be a great time – a retreat like opportuni-
ty. Later that year, we are going to Ireland, Scotland and England (July 27th- Au-
gust 10th). A friend of mine, Fr. Bendykt, from St. Bernadette’s parish is organiz-
ing a pilgrimage to Italy. (February 11-21,2019) He has room available if you 
prefer Gelato.  
 
As you can see there are many options. We will have more information in the 
weeks to come, but if you are interested in any of those opportunities, please, 
contact the parish office: 708-460-0042.  
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This week at St. Francis 

♦ Boy Scout Pack 400 Round Up, 6:30 pm (UH) 
♦ A.A., 7:30 pm (NR) 

Friday, September 14 

Wednesday, September 12 

♦ Overeaters Anonymous Meeting, 9:00 am (GR) 
♦ Religious Ed (B), Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Acts of the Apostles, Session 1, 7:00 pm (SFC) 
♦ Knights of Columbus, 7:00 pm (GR) 

Tuesday, September 11 

♦ NHP, 8:00 am (GR) 
♦ Acts of the Apostles, Session 1, 8:30 am (SFC) 
♦ Prayer Shawl Ministry, 12:30 pm (SFR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Holy Hour for Peace, 7:00 pm (CH, GR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 4-8, 7:00 pm (SFC) 

Saturday, September 15 

♦ Helping Hands Blood Drive, 7:30 am (SFR) 
♦ NHP, 8:00 am (GR) 
♦ Continuation Committee, 9:00 am (NR) 
♦ Prayer Shawl Weekend 
♦ St. Vincent de Paul Bundle Sunday, parking lot 

Monday, September 10 

Sunday, September 16 
♦ Catechetical Sunday  
♦ Prayer Shawl Weekend 
♦ St. Vincent de Paul Bundle Sunday, parking lot 
♦ Orland Township flu shots 8:00am (GR)  
♦ Childrens' Liturgy of the Word during 9:00 & 10:30 

am Masses (UH)  
♦ Mission Trip Registration 10:00 am-2:00 pm, (SFR) 

Saint Peregrine was healed of 
a cancerous ulcer on his leg 
which was considered beyond 
saving. The fame of this event 
in 1325 spread rapidly round 
the western Church. Christians, 
and especially the sick, began 

to invoke his name and seek his intercession for the 
relief of their suffering and even for a cure from sick-
ness. The canonization of St. Peregrine in 1726 in-
creased people’s devotion to him which spread to the 
universal Church. September 17 at 7:00 pm in the 
church,  
 
St. Francis of Assisi will begin offering a novena to 
St. Peregrine. The novena will be held for 9 Mon-
days.  All parishioners are welcome to participate.  

♦ Care for the Caregiver, 1:00 pm (NR) 
♦ Financial Peace University, 7:00 pm (NR) 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Grief Support Group 
will for five weeks starting Sept. 27 at 7:00 pm.   
 
Sessions will be held in the Great Room.  Come to one 
or come to all. 
 
Grief is the normal response of sorrow, emotion, and 
confusion that comes from losing someone or some-
thing important to you. 
  
It is a natural part of life, however, we are not meant 
to go through grief alone.  Join us and allow us to walk 
this journey with you. 
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BECOMING CATHOLIC 
 
If you or someone you know is interested in being baptized, becoming Catholic or completing their 
sacraments, please call the parish office, 708-460-0042. 
 
Our first gathering will be Tuesday, September 11 at 7 pm. 

THE KNOWLEDGE AND PRAYER SERIES  
ANNOUNCES:  

 

End-of-Life and Guardianship Decisions  
should be a Top Priority -  

A Catholic Perspective  
 

Come hear Michael Brady, recognized estate 
planning lawyer, Knight of Columbus, husband 
and father discuss critical end-of-life issues such 
as preserving human dignity, suffering as part of 
God’s plan, what the Church teaches and Mother 
Theresa’s approach.  He will also present infor-
mation on guardianship for your children and what 
is necessary and recommended.  Mr. Brady will 
speak on Monday, September 10th, at 7:00 PM as 
St. Michael  Church, 14327 Highland Ave, in Or-
land Park.  
 
The Knowledge and Prayer series is sponsored by the 
Multi Parish Respect Life Ministries from Our Lady of 
the Woods, St. Francis of Assisi and St. Michael in  
Orland Park and St. Bernard’s, Our Mother of Good 

Counsel, and Annunciation Byzantine Catholic Church 
in Homer Glen  

 

Please join fellow adult parishioners for a series of spiritual growth 
opportunities offered with your learning needs, styles and busy 
schedule in mind. Choose the opportunities that will encourage you 
to deepen your relationship with God, enhance your prayer life, and/
or provide you with a renewed sense of purpose and direction in 
your life.  
 
Companions of Your Journey – Self-Paced  At-Home Retreat 
Tuesday, September 18th Orientation Gathering offers a way to 
grow in awareness of self, others, the world and God.   

Ask yourself: 
• Who am I at this moment? 
• What am I busy with? 
• How can I get in touch with my true self? 
• Where do I find God in my daily life? 

This free self-paced retreat gives you a chance to nourish your 
heart and soul, to find spiritual energy and more meaning in your 
life, and to see where you are on your journey with God. You set 
aside a period of intentional daily 10-minute prayer time and meet 
with a spiritual companion to share the fruit of your reflection on 
seven given topics. 

God is present and active in your daily life in a multitude of (usually 
unnoticed) ways. When you slow down, begin to reflect, and take a 
long, loving look at what is happening around you, you begin to 
become aware of the experience and the presence of God.  The 
more you know yourself the more you know God; and the more 
you know God, the more you know yourself and your direction and 
purpose.  
 
Over-night Retreat at Franciscan Center in Frankfort 
Tuesday, October 2nd evening to late morning Thursday, October 
4th. 
 
The Franciscan Center for Prayer located on St. Francis Rd, 
Frankfort, is rooted in the Franciscan tradition, is a sacred space of 
welcome for those seeking peace of mind, body, and spirit. 

The retreat includes: 
• Talks presented by staff of The Center 
• Talking at meals and optional faith sharing in the evenings 
• Cost:  $185 includes private room accommodations and 

meals 
• Limited to 10 parishioners from St. Francis of Assisi 

 
To register or for more information, contact the parish office or Sr. 
Gael 460-0042. 

Are YOU looking for opportunities to help you 
with your Spiritual Growth? 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

St. Francis of Assisi’s 
8th Annual Women’s 
Reflection Gathering  
Friday, October 12, 
6:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

 
More details to follow in 

future Bulletins. 
Can’t wait to see you 

there! 

South West Interfaith Team 
 
SWIFT if a non-profit organiza-
tion made up of Christian 
churches, Jewish synagogues 
and Muslim mosques.  The 
mission of SWIFT is to promote 
dialogue among the different 
religious communities and to 
work together on common 
community projects. The hope 
is that the efforts of SWIFT will 
promote mutual respect and 
will build understanding among 
the religious communities. 
 
Join us on Sunday, Sept. 30 at 
3:00 pm in Upton Hall to watch 
the movie:  THE SULTAN AND 
THE SAINT.  "Eight hundred 
years ago, a simple friar and a 
mighty Muslin leader met on 
the bloody battlefields of the 
Crusades.  What happened 
next Changed world history.  
Based on new research and 
scholarship into the fateful 
meeting,  THE SULTAN AND 
THE SAINT tells one of the 
great stories of peace and 
reconciliation.  This 60 minute 
movie is suitable for adults and 
teens but not young children. 

SILENT PRAYER FOR LIFE - OCTOBER 7, 2018 
 
What:  Peaceful witness and silent prayer for life - Fami-
ly Event  
 
When: Sunday, October 7th @ 2:00 - 3:30 pm. 
 
Who:  Local Churches standing and praying along 159th 
St., in Orland Park and Tinley Park. 
  
Where: St. Francis Parishioners - stand in front of St. 
Julie Billiart Church, 7399 W. 159th St., Tinley Park, IL 
60477 (South side of the street) 
 
Arrive:  By 2:00pm to pick up signs at Harbor Freight 
(7520 W. 159th Street - North side of the street) 

 

2018 Teen Fall Kickoff 
Sunday September 9, 2018 

 
12:00  Mass 
  1:00  Burgers and 
Hot Dogs 
 
Kickball, Screen 
Games, What’s-In-The
-Box Prizes, 50 ft. Ice 
Cream Sundae, Ka-
hoot, Giant Spoons, 
Death Ball 

Mission Trip 2019 - St. Louis, MO, July 7-13 
Registration  is now open.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go to www.sfaorland.org and click on the serve tab to 
find full details and registration forms. 

 
The first meeting will be September 16 for Teens and 

Parents.  11:30-1:00PM, in the Youth Room 
 

The Summer Mission Trip is for Freshmen in the fall of 
2019 through graduated seniors.   

 
The cost is $250 plus fundraising. 

 
The time commitment is 3 meetings and involvement in 
Youth Ministry. The reward is an amazing experience, 
possibly some new friends, and a week of deep faith. 
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resident of the facility. It 
was a small, but friendly 
community. The residents 
were so excited to be get-
ting individual attention as 
I asked them all about 
themselves and what they 
liked to do. I personally 
became friends with many 
of the residents through 
this, and I miss them now 
that I am home. I watched 
them go through difficult 
things every day, but with 
the most positive attitude. 
During the interviews, I realized that God wanted me to 
learn from their stories and be grateful for what I have.  
 
Many of the residents have bad memories, or no family 
who comes to visit them, or do not like where they are 
living currently. It was sad to hear since they were all 
great people making the best out of what they have. 
That is why it was so important that they had fun dur-
ing our events, so that their experience living in the 
nursing home is a good one. I listened, and learned, 

and experienced that week. I became 
closer with the people in my church 
community, as well as so many people 
who I might never see again, but share 
the same passions as me. To serve 
God by helping others. 

Mission Trip Reflection 
by, Veronica Reynolds 
 
The 2018 Knoxville, Ten-
nessee mission trip was 
the first mission trip I had 
ever participated in. I had 
been involved in the St. 
Francis Xtreme youth min-
istry a bit before, but not 
nearly as much as I would 
have liked. I chose to go 
on the mission trip this year 
because the St. Francis of 
Assisi parish has always 
been a big part of my life. I 
was baptized in this church, I sang in the choir for 
years, went to religious education, got my Holy Com-
munion and Confirmation here, and my mom is a can-
tor. My family wanted me to attend Catholic school, but 
it did not work out. I figured it was about time to em-
brace the opportunities given to me to become closer 
with God. So I went on the trip, and did not regret my 
decision one bit.  
 
It was one of the best experiences I will ever have in my 
life. At Catholic Heart, they take care of everything you 
need by giving you places to stay, the tools you need, 
all meals, and transportation. It is all very organized, 
and really does give you the best opportunity to simply 
focus on the charity work you are given to do.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although I was completely open and ready to do labor, I 
got lucky and my community service was to work with 
the activities coordinator of a nursing home. The facility 
did rehab there as well, and most of the patients had 
memory problems. I was teamed up with 5 other peo-
ple, none from my parish, to help keep the residents 
entertained and happy. I became really close with my 
work group, as we bonded over performing comedy 
skits and organizing crafts and activities for the nursing 
home residents. Not much can compare to the happi-
ness I felt in my heart by making the residents happy. 
They very much enjoyed “having young people around” 
and helping.  
 
The task I was so thankful to get was to interview each 

 

St. Francis  
Parking Lot 
Sept.15/16 
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friends, as well as strangers who are our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Since its formation in October 2010, the 
SFA Prayer Shawl Ministry has crocheted or knit more 
than 1500 shawls. Annually, more than 250 winter 
scarves are created for distribution during the Christmas 
season to individuals served at downtown suppers by 
Catholic Charities at St. Francis, to women at shelters 
and to Sacred Heart Mission in Pembroke, IL. 
 
Please stop by our table in the narthex Sept. 15 - 16 to 
see some of the shawls, meet some of our volunteer 
shawl makers and learn more about this special ministry. 
You can also request a blessed shawl if you know some-
one in special need of comfort and prayer. There is nev-
er a charge for shawls, however as a self-sustaining 
ministry, we gratefully accept cash donations to be used 
to purchase yarn and supplies. 
 
Questions? Want to get in-
volved? Please contact Sr. 
Gael or Kay Cernak through 
the Parish Office at (708) 
460-0042 or parishof-
fice@sfaorland.org 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Weekend  
Sept. 15 - 16, 2018 

 

In Shawl Ministry, love of neighbor and an interest in 
crocheting or knitting have been combined into a 
prayerful ministry that reaches out to those in special 
need of comfort and prayer, for example: elderly home-
bound, those undergoing painful medical procedures or 
those experiencing other afflictions such as serious ill-
ness or grief. 
 
The SFA Prayer Shawl Ministry provides unique, hand-
crafted shawls and winter scarves representing a man-
tle of love and care from our parish to the recipient. Re-
cipients include parishioners and their loved ones and 

 

The St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
invites you to our Holy Hour for Peace  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Holy Hour will begin at 7:00 p.m  

in the Church.  
 

Join us as we pray as a community for peace 
in the world on Patriot's Day 2018. 

Confirmation preparation for adults who would like 
to be confirmed!   

When:  Preparation sessions (8) begin Thursday, Octo-
ber 4 at 7:00 pm  at INCARNATION PARISH 5705 W. 
127TH STREET PALOS HEIGHTS, IL.   
 

Bishop Wypich will celebrate the 
Sacrament on December 1 at St. 
John Fisher.   

To register:  Contact Sr. Gael at the 
parish office 460-0042 or ggens-
ler@sfaorland.org 
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Adult Faith Formation 
AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 

I write this August 31st, for 
publication September 9th. 
The news about our 
church, especially its 
priests and bishops, in the 
last weeks, has been horrif-
ic.  I am not sure what I can 
offer to assist the conver-
sation or change the reali-
ty, but I still wanted to 
share my thoughts. While I 
think you know my per-
spective, silence can 
sometimes be seen as ac-
ceptance.  Such is not the 
case. I know Fr. Sowa has 
written each family to help 
our parish deal with this 
crisis.  
 
Last week, I was at a meet-
ing with Cardinal Cupich.  
He was asked how this 
crisis has impacted him.  
For me, he used a powerful 
example. He reminded the 
group,   composed mainly 
of priests, of the Gospel 
story about the shepherd 
and the hired hand. He 
said when the wolf, 
(trouble) came, the hired 
hand ran and the shepherd 
stayed.  He said, “I am the 
shepherd; I will not run 
away; I will remain. “ 
 
His words remind me that 
as a church we need to 
remain and bring healing; 
not let anger and frustration 
take over our thoughts and 
actions   
 
The news coverage has 
been plentiful. And, as of-

ten happens, they often 
fail to include details; but 
focus on the present and 
rarely provide an ade-
quate perspective.  
 
I sound defensive; be-
cause   as a priest I feel 
all priests have been 
tainted by the actions of 
some and the terrible 
leadership by others. 
There is no defense to 
offer for the harm done to 
children, but I think it is 
important to at least 
share what has been 
done in the last 15 years. 
 
In 2002, the Conference 
of Bishops of the United 
States developed a char-
ter for the Protection of 
Children and Young Peo-
ple. The president of the 
Conference, at the time, 
and a strong leader was 
a former Chicago priest – 
Archbishop Wilton Greg-
ory.  I am just going to 
offer an over view. The 
complete Charter can be 
found on the USCCB 
web site. While this char-
ter was a first step, it is 
clearly is insufficient.  
 
The charter first demand-
ed care for victims and 
transparency about the 
abuse. Each diocese is 
expected to have a 
trained people, to re-
source the victims and 
their families. They are 

“to meet and listen with 
patience and compassion.”  
 
In addition, church officials 
are to report abuse  to the 
appropriate legal authority 
who investigate and make 
a determination; during this 
time the priests is asked to 
step down and the parish is 
informed. Preventive edu-
cation programs are ex-
pected of each diocese. 
 
All the priests in the Archdi-
ocese who have been ac-
cused are listed on the 
Archdiocesan web site and 
all the documents related 
to those accusations are 
able to be read.  Cardinal 
Cupich says there are no 
hidden files.  
 
Crimes against children 
and young people are hor-
rific.  Efforts have been 
made to assist victims and 
to effectively deal with 
abusers. We are rightly 
angry and frustrated be-
cause more needs to be 
done.  
 
Religious prayers of for-
giveness, structures to as-
sist healing; penalties for 
abusers are all necessary.  
 
I want to be a shepherd 
who remains and contrib-
utes to healing. Let us 
pray. 
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neighbor in this life, and 
to prepare for eternal life. 
Baptism marks a deci-
sive shift in our lives. In 
the Rite of Baptism, we 
explicitly reject Satan 
and the power of evil, 
and we turn towards 
God, professing our faith 
in the Trinity (Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit), 
and promising to walk by 
the light of Christ.  
 
In the Rite of Baptism, 
the priest or deacon 
prays: “As Christ was 
anointed Priest, Prophet, 
and King, so may you 
live always as members 
of his body” (Rite of Bap-
tism for Children). By our 
Baptism, we are called to 
be like Christ—to act as 
“priests, prophets, and 
kings” in the world. It 
sounds impossible. But 
what does a priest do? 
He intercedes with God 
on behalf of the commu-
nity. Thatis what we do 
as members of the 
priesthood of the bap-
tized—we offer worship 
to God, and intercede for 
the whole world in our 
prayer. What do proph-
ets do? They speak out, 
proclaiming God’s will for 

the world. We do the same 
when our faith motivates us 
to act on behalf of the op-
pressed and to live our 
lives in a way that shows 
others what the Gospel 
means. And what is the 
task of kings and queens? 
They are chosen by God to 
serve. In Baptism, we are 
chosen and anointed to 
follow Christ’s example of 
servant leadership, to lead 
by washing one another’s 
feet. 
 
Baptism brings with it both 
immense privileges and 
immense responsibilities. 
We are to gather for prayer 
on Sundays and holy days, 
to join the community of 
believers in praise and wor-
ship. We are called to cele-
brate the sacraments, es-
pecially the sacrament of 
Christ’s Body and Blood—
the Eucharist, our great 
prayer of thanksgiving. We 
are called to know and to 
live according to the Law of 
God. And that is only the 
beginning. For every Chris-
tian, the work of living out 
our Baptism will look a little 
different, because each of 
us has a unique vocation—
God calls everyone in a 
different way. One thing is 
certain: Baptism changes 
us and makes immense 
demands on us. It is a sac-
rament to be received at a 
moment in time, yes—but 
itis also a sacrament to be 
lived over a lifetime. 
Christian, remember your 
dignity! 
 
 
All rights reserved. Excerpt from 
the English translation of Rite of 
Baptism for Children © 1969, 
ICEL. All rights reserved. Art by 
Martin Erspamer, osb. 

“Christian, remember 
your dignity,” St. Leo 
the Great said in a 
Christmas sermon, “and 
now that you share in 
God’s own nature, do 
not return by sin to your 
former base condi-
tion”(Sermo 1 in Nativi-
tate Domini, Office of 
Readings for Christmas 
Day). St. Petersaid it 
another way: “You are 
‘a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy na-
tion, a people of his 
own.’ Once you were 
‘no people’/ but now 
you are God’s people;/ 
you ‘had not received 
mercy’/ but now you 
have received mercy”  
 

(1 Peter 2:9–10)  
 
What is it that confers such 
great dignity, that makes 
nobodies into God’s peo-
ple—priests, royalty, shar-
ers in God’s own nature? It 
is the Sacrament of Bap-
tism. 
 
Through Baptism, we par-
ticipate in the dying and 
rising of Christ and become 
a new creation, adopted 
children of God. Baptism 
changes us. In fact, Bap-
tism changes everything. It 
is as momentous as death 
and birth: in Baptism, we 
die with Christ, and we are 
born again as God’s be-
loved children. We are in-
corporated into the Body of 
Christ, uniting us with other 
Christian believers, and 
pointing us towards a life of 
Christian witness, lived in 
community. Baptism wash-
es away all sin, original 
and personal, and frees us 
to live according to the new 
commandment of love: to 
love and serve God and 

WHAT DOES BAPTISM DO FOR US? 
  Corinna Laughlin. © 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. 
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To register for any 
one of these  
workshops:   

call the parish office  
708-460-0042  

or email the parish 
office at  

parishoffice@ 
sfaorland.org 

 
 
Initial Training for  
Extraordinary  
Ministers of the  
Eucharist 
Description of presen-
tation: Through prayer, 
reflection and praxis, 
participants will explore 
what it means to be an 
Extraordinary Minister 
of the Eucharist in the 
21st Century. In Ses-
sion One there will be 
a brief overview of the 
history and theology of 
the Eucharist. We will 
also explore the devel-
opment of the role of 
the laity in the liturgical 
life of the Church. Par-
ticipants will be en-
couraged to share their 
experiences of Eucha-
rist and worship with 
one another. Session 
Two will address the 
call to ministry and 
what it means to be a 
Minister of the Eucha-
rist in the Church of 
today’s world.  
Thursday, Sept. 20 & 
27,  7 – 9:00 pm both 
evenings, Incarnation 
Parish 5705 W. 127th 
Street, Palos Heights 
 
 
Proclaiming the Word 
of God: Training for 
New Lectors 

This two part workshop 
focuses on the theolo-
gy of The Word, the 
history of the Mass, 
liturgical language, 
proclamation skills and 
the gifts required for 
liturgical ministry.  
Tuesday, Oct.16 & 
Thursday Oct. 18,  
7:00 – 9:00 pm both 
evenings 
St. Germaine Parish 
Center, 9711 S. Kolin, 
Oak Lawn. 
 
 
Ministry of Care 
Training 
Participation in these 
three sessions meets 
the Office for Divine 
Worship, Archdiocese 
of Chicago, require-
ments to be eligible for 
mandating as a parish 
Minister of Care, minis-
tering to the sick and 
homebound members 
of the parish. Partici-
pants must be ap-
proved and sent by a 
member of their parish 
Pastoral Team. Prepa-
ration includes such 
topics as spirituality of 
ministry, ministry to the 
aged, the experience 
of suffering, dying and 
death, pastoral listen-
ing skills, prayer and 
Eucharist, and the the-
ological and practical 
dimensions of ministry. 
This seminar provides 
fresh theology and in-
sights into the pastoral 
practice of the Ministry 
of Care. 
Thursday, Nov. 1,  
8, 15   9:00 am – Noon 
St. Francis of Assisi in 
the Great Room off the 
narthex 

 
 
 

 

Friends of St Francis Club  
(for parish seniors) 

returns on September 20th at Noon  
in the St. Francis Center  

(Religious Ed Building) 
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We joyfully welcome  

the following 
children into our  

Christian Community: 

Aug. 18, 2018 

Alexander George 
Saldez  

& Rosalie Christina 
Marie Saldez 

Son & daughter of 
George & Colleen 

Dooley-Saldez 
 
 

Sept. 2, 2018 

Anya Gabrielle  
Diamante 

Daughter of Steven & 
Krithika (Maddineni)  

Diamante 
 

Eva Marie 
Garza-Perez 

Daughter of Agustin 
& Franchesca 

(Garza) Gurrola 
 

Amelia Josephine 
Hirdler 

Daughter of William & 
Jaime (Esposito) 

Hirdler 
 

 

St. Francis  
Mother’s Group  

 

Come play with us!  
Saturday September 

15 Upton Hall  
at 10 a.m. 

 
Meet other moms, 

snacks, arts  
and crafts, stories, 

bubbles and  
parachute! 

 
Contact Alana  

Mitrovich  
ammitrovich@gmail.com  

with questions 

St. Francis 
Book Club 

All are welcome to 
join! 

 
Please join us for 
lively discussions. 

 
 We meet at  

1:00 pm in the  
Niehaus Room  

 
Tuesday,  

September 18 
 

“A Piece of the 
World,” by  

Christina Baker 
Kline 

Sunday, September 16th Orland Township will be at St. Francis  
from 8:00 am until 12:00 pm to administer flu shots. 

 We warmly welcome our new parishioners (August 2018) 
to St. Francis of Assisi: 

  
Jeffery & Bridget (Ryan) Keilman and children: Nevaeh, Lourdes, 

Stella, and Ryan 
 

Mark & Hanna (Salem) Bader and daughter: Savannah 
 

Steven & Krithika (Maddineni) Diamante and daughter: Aadya 
 

Alessandro & Gina (Ledonne) Lamorte and son: Gianluca 
 

James, Jr. & Erin (Casey) Marth and children: Ashley, Connor, and 
Zachary 

 

Thomas & Amanda (Treckler) McKenna and children: Madeleine & 
Caroline 

 

Patrick & Diana (Cano-Albor) Kearney and children: Kayla & Joshua 
 

Dr. Dana (Wasielewski) & Mark Chlebek and children: Kazimir & 
Gizela 

 

 Jason Lurie & Pamela (Myers) Chavez and children: Rachel, Cierra, 
and William 

 

Vince & Marie (Hamel) Nicasio and children: Isabella & Liana 
 

David & Beth (Hamel) Hardin and children: Charlotte & Alexandra 
 

Josef & Margaret Sojka and children: Alexander & Julia 
 

George & Colleen Dooley-Saldez and children: Rosalie & Alexander 
 

Iwona Gal and daughter: Olivia Surmacz 
 

Michael & Karen (Wozniak) Arias and children: Kyle & Sarah 
 

Gary Grzesiak and son: Nathan 
 

Ryan Cowhey & Dana Aspan  
 

John Kosiek and children: Callie & Hawk 
 

Robert & Patricia (Kania) Trebe and daughter: Laura 
 

Philip Roberto  & Marilyn (Torzar) Bonoan and children: Eunice 
Clarice, Clarence Philip, Jose Mari, and Claudine Francesca 

 

Jash Vanchipurakal 
 

Josh & Kelly (McGinnis) Suter and children: Elle & Graham 
 

Anthony & Victoria (Murphy) Raspante and children: Samuel, Joseph,  
and Benjamin 

 

Jill (Cants) Kolssak and daughter: Teresa 
 

Mario & Joanne (Galazka) Vitkauskas and children: Abigail & Calvin 
 

Brian & Jennifer Bandes and daughter: Kenley 
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Bernice Piotrowski 

 

Mary Budz 
Nolan Burby 

Emily Cepkauskas 
Erin Childs 
Jim Dillon 

Holly Fedor 
George Kozik 
Angie Latek 
Bill Lorden 

Madelon Lorden 
Rebecca Nilsson 
Denny Niswonger 
Mary Oleszkiewicz 

Joan Pecor 
Carmel Perino 
Bonnie Petrick 

Giovanna Picciolini 
Marguerite Rix 
Teresa Rooks 
Michael Rusco 
Barbara Spano 
Sue Straatman 
Louis Tassone 
Bill Tortorello 

Casmiera Yuska 
 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially: 

 

Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-7, 12; Lk 6:6-11 
 

Tuesday: 1 Cor 6:1-11; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 6:12-19 
 

Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17; Lk 6:20-26 
 

Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 23-24; Lk 
6:27-38 
 

Friday:  Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-38; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
 

Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18; Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 
2:33-35 
 

Sunday:  Is 50:5-9a; Ps 116:1-6, 8-9; Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35 

 

Saturday, September 08 
5:15 PM   Joseph Simard, rq. by Family and Charles Coppens, rq.  
    by Family and Kevin Crisham, rq. by Mary Bugyi 
 
Sunday, September 09 
7:30 AM   Marie Jeanne Skorup, rq. by Emil Skorup and Catherine  
    & Austin McCarthy, rq. by Eileen McCarthy and David   
    Burberry, rq. by Ted Grekowicz and Dolores Grekowicz 
 
9:00 AM    People of St. Francis 
 
10:30AM    Vito Zotto, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll and Richard Kozik, rq. 
    by Regina Knapp and Casimir & Anna Panek, rq. by    
    Osmelak Family 
   
12:00 PM    Jan Soltis, rq. by Mary Soltis and Keith Murphy, rq. by   
    Jean Horton and Lottie Stojak, rq. by Bob Georgiann  
    Dytrych 
  
Monday, September 10 
7:45 AM   Susan Cava, rq. by Joseph March and David Chiappetti,  
    rq. by Lucy & Jimmy and Health & Blessings for Mary   
    Rita Wish, rq. by Joseph & Carol Carone 
    
Tuesday, September 11 
 7:45 AM Thomas Murphy, rq. by Cecilia Murphy and David     
   Chiappetti, rq. by Lucy & Jimmy 
 
Wednesday, September 12 
 7:45 AM   Ruth Stump, rq. by John & Virginia Zbos and Margaret  
    Bohlig, rq. by Evelyn Marozas & Frances HIsson and Jim 
    Mangan, rq. by Mike Foley and Mary Foley 
     
Thursday, September 13 
 7:45 AM  Eugene Crowley, rq. by Gerry Gray and Sam Gaglio and 
   Marie Osborn 
 
Friday, September 14 
 7:45 AM   Carol & Emma Coad, rq. by Maksimuk Family and  
    Stuart Cameron, rq. by Chanda Family 
 
Saturday, September 15 
5:15 PM   Mark Vallas, rq. by Denny & Maureen Niswonger and   
    Andrew Pulec, rq. by Carol Bochenek and Jim & Claudia 
    Scianni, rq. by Mike & Karen Scianni 
 
Sunday, September 16 
7:30 AM   People of St. Francis 
 
9:00 AM    Schweiger & Norris Families, rq. by Family and Ray    
    Zielinski, rq. by Rosemary & Stephen Zielinski & family  
    and James & Alice Murphy, rq. by Murphy Family 
 
10:30AM    Betty Vaughan, rq. by Bob & Rosemary Odewald and   
    Genevieve Wawrzonek, rq. by Mike & Joyce Mallon and  
    John “Jack” Seguin, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll 
   
12:00 PM    Patricia Guistio, rq. by Jim & Karen Ochwat and Bob   
    Przybysz, rq. by Chuck & Maria Steffens and Barbara   
    Green, rq. by Jerry & Beverly Kurth With joy, we announce the marriage of... 

Michael D. Laska & Kristen E. Barrett 
 

on August 18, 2018 
 

May your lives always be blessed 
with God’s love! 



 09/09/18                                             ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH, ORLAND PARK                                                   13      

 09/02/18 Year to Date 

Budgeted $   23,480.00     $   234,800.00 

Collected $    20,835.00 $    230,560.00 

Net ($     2,645.00)      ($      4,240.00) 

    
  .   

 
Go to our website, 

www.sfaorland.org and press the 
“Donate Now” button or 
www.sfaorland.org and  

press the “Donate Now” button.   
 

You can also use the yellow form 
in your envelope packet or call 

the office to sign up:  
708-460-0042 

Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

 

CHRIST RENEWS HIS 
PARISH (CRHP)  

30 HOUR  
EXPERIENCE: 

 
MEN'S CRHP -  

FEB. 16 & 17, 2019 
 

WOMEN'S CRHP - 
MARCH 2 & 3, 2019 

 
Please pray for the men 
and women that God is 
nudging to come to this 
awesome experience of 

prayer, renewal, communi-
ty and deepening one's 
relationship with Jesus!   

 
IS GOD NUDGING 

YOU????? 

  September 15 
5:15 PM 

September 16 
7:30 AM 

September 16 
9:00 AM 

September 16 
10:30 AM 

September 16 
12:00 PM 

Presider Rev. Artur Sowa Rev. Artur Sowa Rev. Rich Young Rev. Rich Young Rev. Ed Upton 

Deacon John Donahue Mike Kiley VOLUNTEER NOW Daniel Carroll Michael Pindelski 

Sacristan Ann Czarny Dolores Grekowicz Pamela Gervais Marjorie Curran Laureen Pietranczyk 

Lector 
Jill Dwyer (1) 
Sandra Zubik (2) 
 

Gerald Saletta (1) 
Patricia Flynn (2) 
 

Betty Kameron (1) 
Thomas Glynn (2) 
 

Jacqueline Magafas 
(1) 
Greg Moe (2) 

Warren Winker (1) 
 (sub requested) 
Tina Governale (2) 

Eucharistic  
Minister 

Robert Adamowski 
Ann Czarny 
John Donahue 
Lorraine Martenson 
Katherine Nicholson 
Peter Piazza 
Valerie Piazza 
Rev. Artur Sowa 
Nancy Sullivan 
Anita Sweeney 
Martin Terpstra 
John Zubik 

Paula Belski 
Patricia Doyle 
Gael Gensler 
Patricia Grasso 
Dolores Grekowicz 
Mike Kiley 
Richard Klein 
Sharon McCaffrey 
Eileen McCarthy 
Rev. Artur Sowa 
 
 

Steve Alessi 
Joyce Bakotic 
William Carroll 
Betty Devine 
James Dykas 
Pamela Gervais 
Diane Ostrowski 
Kathleen Ostrowski 
David Trzesniewski 
Mary Vaas 
Rev. Rich Young 
Rosemary Zielinski 

Susan Campagna 
Daniel Carroll 
Michael Curran 
Gregory Fifer 
Janet Fifer 
Joan Giorgetti 
Mary Greenan 
Karen Koehler 
Sharon Moe 
Janice Ota 
Cynthia Patrick 
Rev. Rich Young 

Diane Budz 
Cathy Kara 
Robert Long 
Jean Nielsen 
Joan Ondrus 
Nancy Palacz 
Laureen Pietranczyk 
Michael Pindelski 
Rev. Ed Upton 
John Wator 
 
 

Altar Server 
Hailey Dwyer 
John Dwyer 
Ryleigh Maugeri 

Ellen Conway 
Erin Conway 
Moira Conway 

Jack Tobin 
Chris Vittori 
Gabi Vittori 

Alexis Elizondo 
Gianna Elizondo 
Nicholas Elizondo 

Patrick Curran 
Brendan Siemiawski 
John Thompson 

Usher 

Joe Czarny (HU) 
Brian Whiteford 
Cathy Arzbaecher 
James Arzbaecher 
Richard Rzeszutko 
Alice Rzeszutko 
 

Bud Wyman (HU) 
Mary Ann Wyman 
Harriet Antkiewicz 
Jeffrey Belski 
 
 
 

Wayne Kameron 
(HU) 
Greg Gervais 
Richard Wysocki 
Nancy Celeski 
Brian Barrett 
Diane Mackowiak 

Lynn Pajon (HU) 
James Ward 
Richard Bonetti 
John Glass 
Jay Modelski 
Roxanne Zoladz 
 

John Coyle (HU) 
Marianne Laff 
Jerry Ondrus 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church build-
ing.  The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, 
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed 
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays.  The Eucharistic 
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day.  The Chapel is 
located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone:  460-0042 Fax:  460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant:  Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists:  Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Eric Franklin, Michael Higgins, 
Kevin Moe, Ryan Reid 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Phone:  460-0155, 
Fax:  460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 
(mkrzyminski@...) 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
Phone:  708-403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)   
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
BULLETIN 
Editor:  Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send 
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office. 
 
PARISH LIBRARY           
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library  
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY: 5:15 PM  SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY:  7:45 AM 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the 
Religious Education Center.  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Saturday sessions meet 
from 8:30—10:00 a.m.  Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sun-
days during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th 
grade, September-April.  Call 708-460-0155 for more information.   
 
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary 
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis.  For registration 
information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 

Become a Catholic 
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested 
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042. 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday, 
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass.  Those of advanced age or suf-
fering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.   
 
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital.  Please call 460-0042. 

 
Baptisms 

Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 1:30.  Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to 
make arrangements.  A baptismal conference will be set up with the 
parents.   
 

Marriages 
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance 
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church 
date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more de-
tails. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and 
Lent.  Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 

 
Registration 

You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a 
registration form which is found in Church.   
 

Boundaries 
North:  135th St.     South:  183rd St.  

West:  Will-Cook Road      
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St. 

104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St. 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mak1950@sbcglobal.net) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com)  
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