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Pastor’s Morsels & Tidbits
Notes on the Scripture

We evolve. This is one of the most grateful things about existence, that we’re
not required to remain stuck in our stuff. We grow, learn, and adapt through
the years. Our relationship with the Holy One evolves too. So, when Jesus
asks us once more—Who do you say that I am?—our reply may well be different this time. Is Jesus still the God someone gave us long ago? Has Jesus
become more real and necessary: as a friend, brother, healer, teacher, fellow
sufferer, or champion? Is Jesus Lord of our lives, judge, irritant, role model,
or inspiration?

Reboot

The seven parishes in our Renew My Church grouping are sponsoring an
evening with a great Catholic speaker, Chris Stefanick. The evening will be
an opportunity to look at our relationship with Jesus and how we are called to
share that relationship with others. Tickets are available at the parish office
and will be on sale in the narthex in the coming weeks. Save the date and
treat yourself to a great evening on October 10th at 7pm. The evening will taka place at St. Elizabeth Seton Church.

RCIA

The St. Francis of
Assisi community is
a welcoming
Christian family.
We believe in Jesus
Christ and are
guided by the Holy
Spirit and the
example of
St. Francis.
We gather to
celebrate, to grow
in the knowledge of
our faith rooted in
the Catholic
tradition, and to
recognize our
responsibility to
reach out to the
world.
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Are you or someone you know interested in becoming Catholic? Are you curious about our faith or missing sacraments? The Rite of Christian Initiation for
Adults (RCIA) is the process by which adults learn and join the Catholic
Church. Please call the office for more information, as we begin our program
later in September.

Grand Raffle Early Bird Winners

We continue to sell our Grand Raffle tickets at the parish office and I hope
you take part in it and give yourself a chance to win one of our grand prizes.
Here are our early bird winners: Karen Lyvers, Bernard Lopresti and Dan
Faxel. Congratulations!!!!

Travel Opportunities

I know I just came back from my sabbatical, but I am already planning for
2019 and here are some travel considerations. I am organizing a pilgrimage
to Holy Land in February (19-28). This should be a retreat like opportunity.
Later that year, we are going to Ireland, Scotland and England (July 30thAugust 12th). In 2020 there is also an option of going to The Passion Play of
Oberammergau, Germany.
As you can see there are many options. We will have more information in the
weeks to come, but if you are interested in any of those opportunities, please,
contact the office.
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This week at St. Francis
Monday, September 17
♦ Financial Peace University, 7:00 pm (NR)
♦ Leader Meeting, 7:00 pm (SFR)
♦ St. Peregrine Novena, 7:00 pm (CH)

Tuesday, September 18
♦ Acts of the Apostles, Session 1, 8:30 am (SFC)
♦ Book Club, 1:00 pm (NR)
♦ Eighth Grade Parent & Teen Confirmation Meeting,
7:00 pm (CH)

♦ Companions on the Journey, 7:00 pm (GR)

Wednesday, September 19
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Bereavement Committee, 8:30 am (NR)
Overeaters Anonymous, 9:00 am (GR)
Vicariate V Ministry Commission, 12:00 pm (GR)
Religious Ed (A), Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC)
Acts of the Apostles, Session 1, 7:00 pm (SFC)

Thursday, September 20
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC)
♦ St. Vincent de Paul, 7:00 pm (NR)

Saint Peregrine was healed of
a cancerous ulcer on his leg
which was considered beyond
saving. The fame of this event
in 1325 spread rapidly round
the western Church. Christians,
and especially the sick, began
to invoke his name and seek his intercession for the
relief of their suffering and even for a cure from sickness. The canonization of St. Peregrine in 1726 increased people’s devotion to him which spread to the
universal Church. September 17 at 7:00 pm in the
church,
St. Francis of Assisi will begin offering a novena to
St. Peregrine. The novena will be held for 9 Mondays. All parishioners are welcome to participate.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Grief Support Group
will for five weeks starting Sept. 27 at 7:00 pm.
Sessions will be held in the Great Room. Come to
one or come to all.
Grief is the normal response of sorrow, emotion, and
confusion that comes from losing someone or something important to you.
It is a natural part of life, however, we are not meant
to go through grief alone. Join us and allow us to walk
this journey with you.

Friday, September 21
♦ A.A. Meeting, 7:30 pm (NR)

Saturday, September 22
♦
♦
♦
♦

Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 8:30 am (SFC)
Cemetery Ministry Training, 9:00 am (GR)
Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Sale in Narthex
Eighth Grade Enrollment Mass & Coffee And…, 5:15
pm (CH, GR)

Sunday, September 23
♦ Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Sale in Narthex
♦ Children’s Liturgy of the Word during 9:00 am Mass
(UH)

♦ Eighth Grade Enrollment Mass & Coffee And…,
10:30 am (CH, GR)
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LEARN MORE
ABOUT
our Prayer Shawl
Ministry
THIS WEEKEND in
the Narthex

CHRIS STEFANICK
Internationally acclaimed speaker,
author and television host.
Wednesday, October 10th
7:00 – 9:30 pm
St. Elizabeth Seton
9300 W. 167th St.
Orland Hills, IL
Tickets on sale in the
St. Francis Narthex - $10.00
(Tickets purchased online are $22.00)

In Shawl Ministry, love of
neighbor and an interest
in crocheting or knitting
have been combined into
a prayerful ministry that
reaches out to those in
special need of comfort
and prayer, for example:
elderly homebound, those
undergoing painful medical procedures or those
experiencing other afflictions such as serious illness or grief.
The SFA Prayer Shawl
Ministry provides unique,
handcrafted shawls and
winter scarves representing a mantle of love and
care from our parish to
the recipient. Recipients
include parishioners and
their loved ones and
friends, as well as
strangers who are our
brothers and sisters in
Christ. Since its formation
in October 2010, the SFA
Prayer Shawl Ministry
has crocheted or knit
more than 1500 shawls.
Annually, more than 250
winter scarves are created for distribution during
the Christmas season to
individuals served at
downtown suppers by
Catholic Charities at St.
Francis, to women at
shelters and to Sacred
Heart Mission in Pembroke, IL.
Please stop by our table
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in the narthex Sept. 15 - 16 to see some of the shawls,
meet some of our volunteer shawl makers and learn
more about this special ministry. You can also request a
blessed shawl if you know someone in special need of
comfort and prayer. There is never a charge for shawls,
however as a self-sustaining ministry, we gratefully accept cash donations to be used to purchase yarn and
supplies.

Sunday, September 16th
Orland Township will
be at St. Francis from
8:00 am until 12:00 pm
to administer flu shots.

Questions? Want to get involved? Please contact Sr.
Gael or Kay Cernak through the Parish Office at (708)
460-0042 or parishoffice@sfaorland.org

THIS WEEKEND!
Bring your items to the van in the St. Francis Parking Lot
BEFORE/AFTER MASS
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Confirmation preparation for adults who would like
to be confirmed!

To register for any
one of these
workshops:
call the parish office
708-460-0042
or email the parish
office at
parishoffice@
sfaorland.org
Initial Training for
Extraordinary
Ministers of the
Eucharist
Description of presentation: Through prayer,
reflection and praxis,
participants will explore
what it means to be an
Extraordinary Minister
of the Eucharist in the
21st Century. In Session One there will be
a brief overview of the
history and theology of
the Eucharist. We will
also explore the development of the role of
the laity in the liturgical
life of the Church. Participants will be encouraged to share their
experiences of Eucharist and worship with
one another. Session
Two will address the
call to ministry and
what it means to be a
Minister of the Eucharist in the Church of
today’s world.
Thursday, Sept. 20 &
27, 7 – 9:00 pm both
evenings, Incarnation
Parish 5705 W. 127th
Street, Palos Heights
Proclaiming the Word
of God: Training for
New Lectors
This two part workshop focuses on the
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theology of The Word,
the history of the
Mass, liturgical language, proclamation
skills and the gifts required for liturgical
ministry.
Tuesday, Oct.16 &
Thursday Oct. 18,
7:00 – 9:00 pm both
evenings
St. Germaine Parish
Center, 9711 S. Kolin,
Oak Lawn.
Ministry of Care
Training
Participation in these
three sessions meets
the Office for Divine
Worship, Archdiocese
of Chicago, requirements to be eligible for
mandating as a parish
Minister of Care, ministering to the sick and
homebound members
of the parish. Participants must be approved and sent by a
member of their parish
Pastoral Team. Preparation includes such
topics as spirituality of
ministry, ministry to the
aged, the experience
of suffering, dying and
death, pastoral listening skills, prayer and
Eucharist, and the theological and practical
dimensions of ministry.
This seminar provides
fresh theology and insights into the pastoral
practice of the Ministry
of Care.
Thursday, Nov. 1,
8, 15 9:00 am – Noon
St. Francis of Assisi in
the Great Room off the
narthex

When: Preparation sessions (8) begin Thursday, October 4 at 7:00 pm at INCARNATION PARISH 5705 W.
127TH STREET PALOS HEIGHTS, IL.
Bishop Wypich will celebrate the
Sacrament on December 1 at St.
John Fisher.
To register: Contact Sr. Gael at the
parish office 460-0042 or ggensler@sfaorland.org

Friends of St Francis Club
(for parish seniors)
returns on September 20th
at Noon
in the St. Francis Center
(Religious Ed Building)
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SILENT PRAYER FOR LIFE - OCTOBER 7, 2018
What: Peaceful witness and silent prayer for life - Family
Event
When: Sunday, October 7th @ 2:00 - 3:30 pm.
Who: Local Churches standing and praying along 159th
St., in Orland Park and Tinley Park.
Where: St. Francis Parishioners - stand in front of St.
Julie Billiart Church, 7399 W. 159th St., Tinley Park, IL
60477 (South side of the street)
Arrive: By 2:00pm to pick up signs at Harbor Freight
(7520 W. 159th Street - North side of the street)

South West Interfaith Team (SWIFT) if a non-profit organization
made up of Christian churches, Jewish synagogues and Muslim
mosques. The mission of SWIFT is to promote dialogue among the
different religious communities and to work together on common
community projects. The hope is that the efforts of SWIFT will promote mutual respect and will build understanding among the religious communities.

“Sometimes our actions speak for themselves; other
times, words are needed. Whatever the situation, Jesus knows how to speak to each person's heart; we
simply need to follow where he leads.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“How to Build a Culture of Life,” www.usccb.org/culture-of-life

Join us on Sunday, Sept. 30 at 3:00 pm in Upton Hall to watch the
movie: THE SULTAN AND THE SAINT. "Eight hundred years ago,
a simple friar and a mighty Muslin leader met on the bloody battlefields of the Crusades. What happened next Changed world history. Based on new research and scholarship into the fateful meeting, THE SULTAN AND THE SAINT tells one of the great stories of
peace and reconciliation. This 60 minute movie is suitable for
adults and teens but not young children.

SAVE THE DATE
St. Francis of Assisi’s 8th Annual Women’s Reflection
Gathering Friday, October 12, 6:00 PM – 8:30 PM
More details to follow in future Bulletins.
Can’t wait to see you there!
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Adult Faith Formation
AROUND FOR AWHILE By, Fr. Ed Upton
In these past few weeks,
there have been significant
news reports that involve the
church and the government.
In the church reports, we
have once again come face
to face with the destructive
nature of power and child
abuse. Until the establishment of the Dallas charter,
and a few instances after
that, silence was the operative word. Silence to protect
the priest and the church;
silencing of the abused.
There were some exceptions
to this strategy, but the use of
silence was widespread.
The priest was sent for treatment and no public acknowledgement was made; then
frequently sent to another
parish with silence about his
history. Other priests and
parishes were never informed. Silence. The family
was told to say nothing, and
supportive assistance may or
may not have been provided.
The Bishop frequently was
the advocate of the silence.
This wall provided an environment where the priest was
reassigned and, in many
cases, offended again. Families felt abandoned; and held
their hurt and pain in silence.
The other news reports,
about the president, were
developed from an opposite
perspective. Bob Woodward
published a book (as of this
writing not yet out) using
interviews from those connected to the president. And
then an anonymous author
who wrote in the New York
Times. Unlike the church
issue where silence was
central, this was all about
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“talk” and getting
story in the public.

their

In using the blind sides of
these two events, I want to
offer a simple perspective.

nication is rarely productive.
Anonymous reflections can
be more easily dismissed
than direct conversation.
How difficult to work in such
an environment.

Silence, in this instance, is
not just being quiet, it is
denial and avoidance. And
when we deny, we may
think we are being helpful
and protective, but as is
evident from the church
situation, just the opposite
happens.
When something is pushed underground, it festers. The
abuser repeats; the child is
not helped; and the church
is weakened.

These articles are not an
attempt at political science. I
have tried to describe ways
of acting which are inappropriate.

In the “talk” examples, the
communication used was
via a third person; and
third person communication creates a climate of
distrust. The remarks that
make up the book or the
articles are composed of
people who do not want to
be direct. Indirect commu-

These weeks have been
discouraging and hurtful. I
hope these few remarks
might help us as we approach challenges. And in a
concrete way, as a church to
keep the protection of children as a primary goal.

A MESSAGE FROM...
I asked Fr, Artur if he would
publish the homily I originally
prepared for Sunday, September 9th. I did not deliver
this homily because I felt it
was an inappropriate topic
as we celebrated Grandparents Day last Sunday. The
homily printed below addresses the abuse scandal.
This scandal is an open
wound on our Church, and it
can only be healed if we
respond to God’s call for us
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My point is, as a church,
silence is not a viable communication strategy.
We
must be transparent, open
and honest. Likewise, talking
through another is not viable.
We must be willing to be
direct and straightforward.

By, Deacon John Donahue
to “Be opended!” as Jesus tells
us in the Gospel of Mark 7:3137.

It is increasingly difficult in
today’s Church to clearly
hear the word of God and to
plainly speak His message
because of the new revelations concerning the abuse
scandal. People ask me,
why are you still Catholic?
Why are you a deacon? I
tell them I have a vocation.
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I tell them that we all have a
vocation, a calling no matter
what it may be. My calling
was to the diaconate. I resisted it for a long time. But
in the end, I accepted God’s
invitation and entered the
formation program.
And while God used many
people to get my attention,
one of the people he used
was a nun. I was at a dinner
fundraising event about ten
years ago. I was sitting next
to a nun. The discussion
turned to the abuse scandal
that was raging at that time.
After a few minutes, she just
looked at me and said,
“What are you going to do
about it? The Church needs
your help.” Her comment
was one of the final pushes I
needed to accept my calling.
I didn’t turn away from the
Church because of the
abuse scandal, I walked
toward it.
In today’s gospel, we hear
the word “Ephphatha!” “Be
opened!” Mark tells us that
immediately the man’s ears
were opened, his speech
impediment was removed,
and he spoke plainly. We
hear these same words
used by the priest or deacon
at a baptism. We touch the
child’s ears and mouth as
we pray, “The Lord made
the deaf hear and the dumb
speak, may He soon touch
your ears to receive His
word, and your mouth to
proclaim His faith. We are
all baptized into the faith,
and we all have a duty to
“Be Opened!”
We can no longer be deaf
and mute about what is happening in our church. The
entire Church has to heed
the words, “Ephphatha!”,
“Be opened!” The entire
Church has to be opened up
from the Vatican to every
diocese.
It has to be
cleared of scandal, and the
only way to do it is to have
the complete, and unvarnished truth exposed to the
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light for all to see. But,
that won’t happen unless
we as the Church, the
people of God, demand it
of our leaders.
The damage that was
done in the past and then
covered up has had long
lasting effects on those
who were victims - and
not only on them but also
their families. I grew up in
a parish that had a priest
who was later identified
as one of those who
abused children. I knew
him well, he took a liking
to me. I was an altar boy.
I was always at church for
weddings, funerals, Mass
on Sunday and special
occasions.
This priest,
who is now deceased,
came to our house on two
unannounced visits.
His visits were weekday
nights after dinner. When
he pulled up in front of the
house, my mother almost
had a heart attack trying
to straighten up the place
before the bell rang. He
was welcomed in, “just
visiting”, he said. He sat
at our kitchen table. He
said hello to me and my
six brothers, and spoke to
my parents. He didn’t
stay too long.
A few
weeks later, he reappeared at our door again,
and this time he sat and
talked with my father in
the kitchen. But this time,
it wasn’t long before he
left.
After that visit, the priest
wasn’t as friendly as before. I found out from my
mother many years later
that my father told him to
leave our house. My father wouldn’t tell her what
happened, or why the
priest was asked to leave.
But, he must have sensed
something about this man
that just wasn’t right, and
did not want him around
his family.
That happened almost 50 years

ago, and now as I reflect on
it, I think about the strength
and courage it took for my
father to do something so
drastic. Although he never
knew it, he saved me from
becoming a victim of that
man.
I know my father saved me
because there were two
others around my age who
became his victims. I am
sure the priest used the
same methods with their
parents, and sadly in their
cases it worked. To this
day, these two men now in
their late 50’s, still deal with
the effects of that abuse. It
has affected their lives in
countless ways. There was
no one to save them. There
was no one to protect them.
There was no one they
could talk to about it.
Many years later, we found
out that others did know.
Priests and bishops who
could have done something
about it. But, instead it was
all covered up.
No one
talked about it then, and
many still do not want to talk
about it now. But we must
talk about it now! It all has
to come out - once and for
all - because we as a
Church, the people of God,
must not only survive this
scandal, we must also grow
stronger and thrive because
of it.
It all depends on us, we
have to demand that our
leaders address these concerns. We have no other
option. The Church is holy,
because it was founded by
Christ, but its leaders did not
always live up to Christ’s
gospel message. Our leaders need to heed the words
of
today’s
gospel
“Ephphatha!”, “Be Opened!”
Amen, and may God bless
you all!
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Mission Trip 2019
St. Louis, MO - July 7-13, 2019
Information and Registration Meeting
September 16, 11:30-1:00
In the Youth Room

Welcome to our newest active teens. The Kickoff was
great, and we hope to see you again real soon.

•
•
•
•
Grace Kane, John Alfarah, Sophia Carroll
Nora Treacy, Caroline Hooks, Nate Quinn, Roy Silva,
Charlotte Reynolds, Veronica Reynolds, Matt Sevik
Thank You to the adult team
Greg Gervais, Jack Lebert, Suzanne
Alfarah

•
•

Go to www.sfaorland.org and click on the
serve tab to find full details and registration
forms.
The first meeting will be September 16 for
Teens and Parents. 11:30-1:00PM
In the Youth Room
The Summer Mission Trip is for Freshmen in
the fall of 2019 through graduated seniors.
The cost is $250 plus fundraising.
The time commitment is 3 meetings and involvement in Youth Ministry.

The reward is an amazing experience, possibly some
new friends, and a week of deep faith.

Mission Trip Reflection, by, Keegan Carey
Hi I’m Keegan Carey and this mission trip was my first mission trip. I didn't really know what a mission trip fully was. I
thought it was just going around the town and helping picking
things up. I first knew about the mission trip when my friend
Marykate told me about it and how her sister went on it. She
gave me and my friends the idea of going on this mission trip
and joining the youth group. So i chose to go on the mission
trip to do something different. I´ve never been on one I wanted to see what it was like.
So when it was the day we were leaving for the mission trip i
was so excited for the road trip and getting to know new people. In my car it was me, Ainsley, Monica, Marykate, Greg
and Lisa. I thought it was super fun then we got to Tennessee
that night and I started to lose the excitement how I felt earlier.
The next day was the day we went to the high school. We got
to the high school and right away we went to mass. At this
time I was not close to God. I didn't pray that often and I didn’t go to church. After program we were assigned to our
groups and that's when I found out that people from our youth
ministry would not be with us. So that made me even more
upset and I didnt really want to be there.
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So we got into our groups and I had one person from our
youth group who was in my group and people from different
states. It was really awkward at first we didn't really talk.
Later that day we had to go back to our work groups and we
got to play team building games. So I started to talk to my
group more and they were really nice. We got really close
throughout the week and I had a lot of fun with them. So
after that we went back to our groups and did a little project
it was very fun. After we were finished with that, we went to
out room which was a high school room. So we had a air
mattresses which wasn't bad. So we went to sleep and had
to wake up at 6:30 am. We had breakfast then we went to
mass. On the first day, mass it was like and hour and a
half. I was not really close with God then so I didn't think
anything during it. After mass we went to our place. I had to
paint a house which was 2 stories high. During this time, my
group clicked really well together.
All through the house there were wasps and poison ivy and
more. But we still got through it. I felt really bad for person
whose house we went to because she didn't really have a lot
and she put others before herself.
On one of the days we did adoration. I did not really know
what to expect because I had never done it. As soon as they
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turned the lights off I was really
confused so I just started praying
they were playing music during it.
The priest started praying with us
throughout this whole thing I felt
like I was getting closer to God. It
was really good doing that because
I got closer to God. The next night
we did four corners. That's when
we pray with someone, go to confession, make a letter, and a prayer
card. That night was the most emotional night. That's when I got really
close with God. It felt really good to get everything out.
Throughout this whole week I felt like my connection to God
was good. I was getting real close to him and other people.
As the week ended I did not want to leave. I wanted to stay
and be with the people that made me so happy that week
and be as close to God. I think what God wanted me to experience was that there are people out there that don't have
things that I have, and I shouldn't take for granted. I think
this was the best experienced trip I’ve gone on and I am
excited for the next ones I will be going on.

“I can do things you cannot, you can do things I cannot; together we
can do great things.” – Mother Teresa

The 2017 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR) to Congress reported that on a single night in January of the same year,
553,742 people were experiencing homelessness in the United
States, of which over one-fifth were children (21% or 114,829), 70
percent were over the age of 24, and ten percent were between
the ages of 18 and 24. On a single night, nearly two-thirds (65%)
found in emergency shelters or transitional housing programs, and
about one third (35%) were in unsheltered locations.
These findings mirror our experiences at The Chapel, one of 31
sites in DuPage County that provide overnight shelter. Between
October 2017 - September 2018, over 4,000 volunteers provided
75,000+ hours of service. Due to volunteer shortages in the summer months, not all sites are open year-round.

We are beginning our FIFTH year as our Youth Ministry
and adult volunteers serve a healthy meal and companionship with the guests of The Chapel, an overnight shelter located in Hinsdale, IL. As Lauren so eloquently
shares, below, the time spent being part of this mission
will be the best 5 hours of your week:
On Friday, October 2, 2017, I volunteered at PADS to
help feed and shelter the homeless. That was my first
time going there and instantly I knew it would not be
my last. The rich feeling you get in your heart when
you’re done is indescribable and you feel closer to
God. Not only was the experience rewarding, it was
very fun! We got to set up all of the sleeping arrangements and prepare/serve the dinner. Just knowing
that I made a difference on someone’s night is
enough for me to want to come again. The experience also really made me appreciate all of the things I
have and take for granted. I feel so blessed to have
gotten the opportunity to go and cannot wait to return!
Lauren Conners
Dedicated and core member teen volunteer
2015-2017
2018 graduate of Carl Sandburg High School
Our commitment is to provide a healthy meal, set up
sleeping accommodations, provide a healthy sack lunch
and nightly oversite the first Friday of the months October - April.
Many hands are needed, and we would love to share with
you the time commitment and site expectations required.
We are responsible for four shifts: 5:30 pm-9:15 pm, 9
pm to 12:15 am, 12:00 am to 3:15 am, 3:00 am to 6:00 am
for the following dates: 10/5, 11/2, 12/7, 1/4, 2/1,
3/1 and 4/5.
Looking for a way to put your Catholic faith into action?
Please contact Debbie Burzinski at
dburzinski@comcast.net, or text 312-519-8773.

With the generous support of St. Francis of Assisi (SFA) youth
ministry teens and parents, what began as a single dinner delivered and served October, 2014 has expanded to include providing
lunches and overnight monitoring due to the involvement and overnight commitment of Knights of Columbus and former CRHP men.
There are many ways you can be part of the solution to end homelessness. On the first Friday of the months October - April, we
need 14 dedicated individuals to deliver on our commitment. Serve
once, or as much as you wish. Will you pray and consider:
•
•
•
•

Work alongside our parish teens as an adult leader? (4:15
pm to 9:30 pm)
Assist in preparing a healthy meal (in advance)?
Sponsor a meal?
Donate non-perishable items?

This is a personal invitation for you to learn more about yourself,
end any misconceptions of the homeless you may have, and experience the rewards of serving others. Training is provided (about 2
hours), and I will answer any questions or concerns you might
have. Please email, call or text. Looking forward to hearing from
you.

With joy, we announce the
marriage of...

Daniel Beemsterboer &
Colleen Doody
on
September 8, 2018
May your lives always
be blessed with
God’s love!

Debbie Burzinski
Email dburzinski@comcast.net
Cell Phone: 312-519-8773
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Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially:

Mary Budz
Nolan Burby
Emily Cepkauskas
Erin Childs
Jim Dillon
Holly Fedor
George Kozik
Angie Latek
Bill Lorden
Madelon Lorden
Rebecca Nilsson
Denny Niswonger
Mary Oleszkiewicz

Joan Pecor
Carmel Perino
Bonnie Petrick
Giovanna Picciolini
Marguerite Rix
Teresa Rooks
Michael Rusco
Barbara Spano
Sue Straatman
Louis Tassone
Bill Tortorello
Casmiera Yuska

Saturday, September 15
5:15 PM
Mark Vallas, rq. by Denny & Maureen Niswonger and
Andrew Pulec, rq. by Carol Bochenek and Jim &
Claudia Scianni, rq. by Mike & Karen Scianni
Sunday, September 16
7:30 AM
People of St. Francis
9:00 AM

Schweiger & Norris Families, rq. by Family and Ray
Zielinski, rq. by Rosemary & Stephen Zielinski & family
and James & Alice Murphy, rq. by Murphy Family

10:30AM

Betty Vaughan, rq. by Bob & Rosemary Odewald and
Genevieve Wawrzonek, rq. by Mike & Joyce Mallon and
John “Jack” Seguin, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll

12:00 PM

Patricia Guistio, rq. by Jim & Karen Ochwat and Bob
Przybysz, rq. by Chuck & Maria Steffens and Barbara
Green, rq. by Jerry & Beverly Kurth

Monday, September 17
7:45 AM
Thomas X. Kelley, rq. by Jill Topf and Bill & Maria
Chatys, rq. by Christine Calgaro and Phyllis Babich, rq.
by Jimmy & Lucy

Monday: 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Lk 7:110
Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1-5; Lk
7:11-17
Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31 -- 13:13; Ps 33:2-5, 12, 22;
Lk 7:31-35
Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28;
Lk 7:36-50
Friday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13
Saturday: 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps 56:10c-14; Lk
8:4-15
Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20; Ps 54:3-8; Jas 3:16 -- 4:3;
Mk 9:30-37

Tuesday, September 18
7:45 AM Joyce March, rq. by Joseph March and Ronald S. Hunt,
rq. by Kathleen Matthews (sister) and Tom Touhy, rq. by
Family
Wednesday, September 19
7:45 AM
Carmel Whyte, rq. by Bernadette Haney-Wolinski and
Jim Mangan, rq. by Anne Kelly and for Health &
Blessings for Mary Rita Wigh, rq. by Joseph & Carol
Carone
Thursday, September 20
7:45 AM
Joe Lipien, rq. by Debbie Lipien and 50th Wedding
Anniversary of Collin & Denise Gray
Friday, September 21
7:45 AM
George Zavodny, Jr., rq. by McKane Family and Otto
Gensler, rq. by Sr. Gael and Don Gray, rq. by Gerry
Gray
Saturday, September 22
5:15 PM
Mary Malzone, rq. by Chuck & Maria Steffens and
Sebastian Chiarello, rq. by Howie & Fran Stang and
Rick Michalowski, rq. by Family
Sunday, September 23
7:30 AM
Joan Bendell, rq. by Mark & Cindy Bennecke and
Marian Skorup, rq. by Emil Skorup and Marian
Waliczek, rq. by Friend

George Harris
Henry “Hank” King

9:00 AM

Matthew French, rq. by Michelle Molloy & Steve Finney
and Jo Lindahl, rq. by Petrick Family and Vito Zotto, rq.
by Ted Grekowicz & Dolores Grekowicz

10:30AM

Art Heintz, rq. by Magafas Family and Genevieve
Wawrzonek, rq. by Creekside Family & other friends
and Genevieve Marco, rq. by Bill & Mary Ann McGovern

12:00 PM

People of St. Francis

James Stellars
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Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer.
Sept. 22
5:15 PM (Mass)

Sept. 23
7:30 AM (Mass)

Sept. 23
9:00 AM (Mass)

Sept. 23
10:30 AM
(Mass)

Sept. 23
12:00 PM
(Mass)

Presider

Rev. Artur Sowa

Rev. Artur Sowa

Rev. Artur Sowa

Rev. Ed Upton

Rev. Artur Sowa

Deacon

Michael Pindelski

John Donahue

Mike Kiley

Daniel Carroll

VOLUNTEER
NOW

Sacristan

Elaine Erdman

Olga Bartell

Barbara Basila

Cindy Lucio

Jean Nielsen

Lector

James Walsh (1)
Martin Terpstra
(2)

Casimir (Casey)
Kyle Laird (1)
Pytel (1)
Patricia Flynn (2)
Alana Mitrovich (2)

Lynn Pajon (1)
George Kaminski (2)

Tina Governale
(1)
Gabby Bach (2)

Mary Burmeister
Elaine Erdman
Roberta Fash
Mary McNaughton
Janet Modelski
Robert Nerius
Maureen Niswonger
Michael Pindelski
debi Ross
Rev. Artur Sowa
Susan Vari
Brian Whiteford

Harriet Antkiewicz
Olga Bartell
Kathleen Boland
David Burns
John Donahue
Lisa Freisleben
Gael Gensler
Patricia Goldberg
Taylor Healy
Rev. Artur Sowa

Mark Behncke
Kathleen
Biederman
Daniel Carroll
Georgiann
Dytrych
Maureen Harton
Linda Higgins
Rob Klein
Toni Klein
Regina Knapp
Cindy Lucio
Robert J.
McGuire
Rev. Ed Upton

Robert Long
Linda
McCormick
Timothy
McCormick
Jean Nielsen
Mary Jo
Noreikis
Frank J. Perino
Margaret
Sabadosa
Rev. Artur Sowa
Jeannine
Witowski
VOLUNTEER
NOW

Eucharistic
Minister

Barbara Basila
Michael Basila
Pat Depcik
(sub requested)
Diane Heatter
Mike Kiley
Sheila Ramsey
Terry Reger
Kim Reid
Joseph Schweiger
Judy Schweiger
Rev. Artur Sowa
Mary Vaas

Altar Server

Matthew GasparMark Freisleben Ava Franzese
do
Nicole Freisleben Jimmy Piko
Anthony Picciolini
Grace Hamilton
Erica Winjum
(sub requested)
(sub requested)
Anna Walsh

Usher

Richard
Rzeszutko (HU)
Alice Rzeszutko
Robert Adamowski
Richard Roberts
Timothy Harris
Joe Czarny

09/09/18

James Pedersen
(HU)
Jeffrey Belski
Paula Belski
Dominic Zambuto

Kenneth Heatter
(HU)
Oriano Pagnucci
Brian Barrett
Peter Walsh
Keith Nelson
Greg Gervais

Year to Date

Budgeted

$ 23,480.00

$ 258,280.00

Collected

$ 24,465.00

$ 255,025.00

Net

09/16/18

$

985.00

($

3,255.00)

Cecilia Kane
Anna Bianco
Josh Kane
Grace Bryant
Johnny Mazenko Ryan Kane

Richard Bonetti
(HU)
John Glass
George Kelley
John Higgins
John Higgins, Jr.
Jay Modelski

Don (David)
Hodson (HU)
Rosalie Hodson
Jerry Ondrus
Joan Ondrus
Laura Tucco
Gregory Fifer

.
Go to our website,
www.sfaorland.org and press the
“Donate Now” button or
www.sfaorland.org and
press the “Donate Now” button.
You can also use the yellow form
in your envelope packet or call
the office to sign up:
708-460-0042

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH, ORLAND PARK

CHRIST RENEWS
HIS PARISH
(CRHP)
30 HOUR
EXPERIENCE:
MEN'S CRHP FEB. 16 & 17, 2019
WOMEN'S CRHP MARCH 2 & 3, 2019
Please pray for the men
and women that God is
nudging to come to this
awesome experience of
prayer, renewal, community and deepening one's
relationship with Jesus!
IS GOD NUDGING
YOU?????

We joyfully welcome
the following
children into our
Christian Community:

Sept. 9, 2018

Sean Patrick
Gordon
Son of Kyle & Maria
(Tangonan) Gordon
Caroline Patricia
McKenna
Daughter of Thomas
& Amanda (Treckler)
McKenna
Joshua Kai Richter
Son of Jason & Rebecca (Michau)
Richter
Graham Elon Suter
Son of Elon & Kelly
(McGinnis) Suter
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community
15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois 60467-3028

Website: http://www.sfaorland.org Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org Parish phone: 708-460-0042

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate

(asowa@sfaorland.org)

(ggensler@sfaorland.org)

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus
(edfupton@aol.com)

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon

(dcarroll@sfaorland.org)

(mak1950@sbcglobal.net)

(jdonahue@sfaorland.org)

(mpindelski@sfaorland.org)

MASS SCHEDULE: SATURDAY: 5:15 PM SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY: 7:45 AM
The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church building. The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center,
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays. The Eucharistic
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day. The Chapel is
located at the northeast corner of the Church.
ADMINISTRATION
Phone: 460-0042 Fax: 460-0136
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org)
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...)
Parish Accountant: Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)
Receptionists: Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org) & Ann
Carroll (acarroll@...)
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...)
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Eric Franklin, Michael Higgins,
Kevin Moe, Ryan Reid
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Phone: 460-0155,
Fax: 460-5086
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org)
Coordinator: Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...)
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244
(mkrzyminski@...)
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL
Phone: 708-403-6525
Principal: Mary Iannucilli
Web page: www.cjbschool.org
YOUTH MINISTRY
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)
MUSIC
Phone: 460-9831
Director: Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)
Accompanist: James Draudt
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci
BULLETIN
Editor: Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org)
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office.

Religious Education
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the
Religious Education Center. Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday sessions meet
from 8:30—10:00 a.m. Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sundays during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th
grade, September-April. Call 708-460-0155 for more information.
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St.
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis. For registration
information, contact the school at 708-403-6525.

Become a Catholic
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. Anyone interested
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042.

Anointing of the Sick
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday,
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass. Those of advanced age or suffering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is
at home or in the hospital. Please call 460-0042.

Baptisms
Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the
month at 1:30. Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to
make arrangements. A baptismal conference will be set up with the
parents.

Marriages
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church
date before the reception hall. Please check our website for more details.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and
Lent. Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00.

Registration
You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a
registration form which is found in Church.

Boundaries
North: 135th St. South: 183rd St.
West: Will-Cook Road
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St.
104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St.

PARISH LIBRARY
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library

16

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH, ORLAND PARK

09/16/18

