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24th 
Sunday  
in  
Ordinary  
Time

 
The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are  
guided by the Holy 
Spirit  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 
 Pastor’s Morsels & Tidbits 

Notes on the Scripture 
“Do you want to be right or do you want to be in relationship?” That was a ques-
tion Catholic psychologist Sidney Callahan said a friend posed after an extend-
ed feud. It was a lesson in forgiveness, which is a theme this weekend.  
 
Recently my sister and I came to an impasse following a small incident that we 
both viewed with much more intensity than it deserved. I thought my sister was 
being selfish and inconsiderate. She thought I was being unreasonable and con-
trolling. After several heated conversations, it was obvious that we were not go-
ing to see eye to eye. I really felt she owed me an apology before I could move 
on. 
  
Unlike my sister, I couldn’t just dive into work and ignore the riff. I wanted things 
to be back to normal between us—best buddies. But I had drawn a line and until 
an apology came, there would be no fence-mending. Then, one morning that 
question that Sidney Callahan’s friend had asked came to mind, “Do you want to 
be right or do you want to be in relationship?” I knew what I had to do. I called 
my sister and told her I still wasn’t talking to her. And then we spent the next 20 
minutes catching up on all we’d missed in the past week. 
 
Grand Raffle 
We continue to sell our Grand Raffle tickets and I hope you take part in it and 
give yourself a chance to win one of our grand prizes. Here are our early bird 
winners: Tom Small, Kim Reid and Mark & Don Dybala. Congratulations!!!! 
 
Sabbatical 
We have been planning for this new year at SFA and, as we enter into this fall 
season, I am happy to tell you that we have a lot of wonderful programs and op-
portunities for all ages.  Our calendar is filled with many different events. In addi-
tion to all those parish opportunities, I had a chance to plan for my personal 
growth and to apply for a sabbatical with the Archdiocese. Hence, I want to 
share with you that in January 2018 I will embark on a sabbatical for six months. 
 
Americans typically don’t take all of their vacation days, much less go off on 
sabbaticals. The idea of an extended period away from work may sound like an 
exotic concept or, worse, unemployment. However, in the Church, sabbaticals 
have been something common, with strong biblical origins. The word sabbatical 
has its roots in the biblical concept of Sabbath (“to rest” or “to cease”). Sabbath 
keeping is setting aside time that God consecrates and makes holy. Sabbatical 
is a time for priests to shift gears, rest, disengage, study, reflect and travel in 
order to return to minister refreshed and renewed in body, mind and spirit.  
 
In the weeks to come I will share more details about my sabbatical program and 
the plans for our parish during my temporary absence. Fr. Steve agreed to be 
the administrator until I come back, and with Fr. Ed, Fr. Rich and our fine staff 
helping, we will be in good shape to continue forward with all areas of responsi-
bilities.  
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This week at St. Francis  

CATHOLIC PRAYER 
IN YOUR LIFE TODAY 

 
Our rich Catholic tradition has  

wonderful ways to embrace  
prayer. 

 
Come join us at  

St. Francis of Assisi 
to explore them! 

 
Sept. 19 

Introduction to Prayer 
 

Sept. 26 
Communal & Personal Prayer 

 
7:00 pm in the Great Room 

 
Prayer is conversation  

with God! 
 

♦ CJB Father/Daughter Dance, 5;00 pm (UH) 
♦ A.A. Meeting, 7:30 pm (NR) 

Friday, September 22 

♦ Eighth Grade Enrollment Mass & Coffee And…, 5:15 
pm (CH, GR) 

♦ Xtreme Youth Pizza and…, 11:30 am (Off Campus) 

Sunday, September 24 

♦ Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 am (GR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Book of Matthew, Session 1, 7:00 pm (SFC) 

Wednesday, September 20 

♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 8:30 am (SFC) 
♦ Eighth Grade Enrollment Mass & Coffee And…, 5:15 

pm (CH, GR) 

Saturday, September 23 

♦ Book of Matthew, Session 1, 8:30 am (SFC) 
♦ Book Club, 1:00 pm (NR) 
♦ Eighth Grade Parent & Teen Confirmation Meeting, 

7:00 pm (CH) 
♦ Catholic Prayer in your Life today, 7:00 pm (GR) 
♦ Xtreme Team Adult Leaders Meeting, 7:00 pm (SFR) 

Tuesday, September 19 

♦ Bereavement Meeting, 8:30 am (NR) 
♦ Seniors Club, 12:00 pm (SFC) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ St. Vincent de Paul Meeting, 7:00 pm (NR) 

Thursday, September 21 

♦ St. Peregrine Novena, 7:00 pm (CH) 
♦ Vicariate Training—RCIA, 7:00 pm (GR) 

Monday, September 18 

 

Many thanks to the Grandparents' 
Day Committee -Dorothy Stanis, 
Margie Gregori, Mari Jayne Tittle, Te-
resa Downs and Leanne Stoterau.   
A special thank you to Joe Boyce 
who sang the Meditation Blessing at 
Mass and the flautists Shannon Cate 
and Arlene DeHoff who serenaded 
us during the coffee reception. 
 

All of you are the best! 
Trisha Goldberg 
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Join us for the 
8th Annual CJB Swinging for the Students 
9 & Dine Golf Outing 
Thurs. Oct 5th – 3 pm 
Ruffled Feathers Golf Course 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Golf  - Dinner – 80’s Trivia 
www.cjbgolfouting.org 

MINISTRY OF CARE TRAINING 
TUESDAYS, OCTOBER 10, 17, AND 24, 2017  

 
Participation in these sessions meets the Office for Di-
vine Worship, Archdiocese of Chicago, requirements to 
be eligible for mandating as a parish Minister of Care, 
ministering to the sick and homebound members of the 
parish. Participants must be approved and sent by a 
member of their parish Pastoral Team. The session will 
include such topics as spirituality of ministry, ministry to 
the aged, the experience of suffering, dying and death, 
pastoral listening skills, prayer and Eucharist, and the 
theological and practical dimensions of ministry. This 
seminar provides fresh theology and insights into the 
pastoral practice of the Ministry of Care.  
 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH (GREAT ROOM, 
USE CHURCH ENTRANCE) 15050 S. WOLF ROAD 
ORLAND PARK, IL 708-460-0042  
 
Our present is Sr. Gael Gensler is who presently the 
pastoral associate at St. Francis of Assisi parish. She 
has been involved in parish ministry for over twenty-five 
years. She currently co-ordinates the ministry of care 
for the parish.  
 
Registrations can be faxed, e-mailed, or mailed to: 
Archdiocese of Chicago  Ministry Commission  5757 
West 127th Street, Palos Heights, Illinois 60463 Ques-
tions? Contact: Kathy McNicholas at 708-388-4004 / 
FAX: 708-597-2452 / E-mail: kmcnicho-
las@incarnationcatholic.com Registration at least one 
week prior to the scheduled program is encouraged. 
For more accurate room information, please call host 
parish the week of the event. Some workshops require 
a minimum number of participants in order to be con-
ducted. 

SIGNS AND SYMBOLS OF INITIATION 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2017  

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM   
 
The session will be held up the hill in the St. Francis 
Religious Education Center, ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
PARISH 15050 S. WOLF ROAD, ORLAND PARK, IL 
 
The richness of experiencing the Sacraments of Initia-
tion is dependent on an understanding of the deep sa-
cred meaning found in the signs and symbols of these 
Rites. This workshop examines the ways in which the 
Sacraments of Initiation affect and influence one’s daily 
Christian life, tracing the origins of the Sacraments, and 
analyzing their signs and symbols.  
 
Michael Ruzicki serves as Editor and Liturgical Training 
Consultant for Liturgy Training Publications (LTP) and 
the Director of Music for Notre Dame de Chicago Par-
ish. In addition to presenting workshops (topics: liturgy, 
music, catechesis, RCIA, and evangelization) at various 
regional and national conferences, Michael oversees 
the development and execution of LTP’s Ministry En-
richment Gatherings and Virtual Workshops. He is a 
graduate of The Catholic University of America and the 
Washington Theological Union in Washington, DC.  
 
Registrations can be faxed, e-mailed, or mailed to: 
Archdiocese of Chicago  Ministry Commission  5757 
West 127th Street, Palos Heights, Illinois 60463 Ques-
tions? Contact: Kathy McNicholas at 708-388-4004 / 
FAX: 708-597-2452 / E-mail: kmcnicho-
las@incarnationcatholic.com Registration at least one 
week prior to the scheduled program is encouraged. 
For more accurate room information, please call host 
parish the week of the event. Some workshops require 
a minimum number of participants in order to be con-
ducted. 
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T : K , TN 
D : J  9-15 

C : $250 + F  
F  T  S  

 
Pre-Trip Requirements 

• September 17, 11:30-1:00, Information & 
Registration for Teens & Parents 

• Monday October 9, Feed My Starving Chil-
dren 

• Monday January 15,  Ski trip 
• Sunday January 28, Mission Trip Meeting 

and  
• Pew Cleaning: 1:00-3:00PM 
• Wednesday February 14, 2018 Usher For 

Ash Wednesday 
• Sunday April 15,   11:30-1:00 Mandatory 

Meeting  
• Saturday May 12,  8:30-2:30  Car Wash  
• (May 19 Make up day) 
• June 9 Depart for CHWC 
• June 15 Return to SFA, Orland Park 
 
Witness: After the mission trip, each team is 
required to show appreciation to the parish, and 
share about their experience through a one 
page 400 word written reflection and make a 2-3 
minute video reflection to go in the bulletin, and 
online. Due June 24. 

Mission Tr ip  2018 

 

The Summer Mission trip with Catholic HEART Workcamp is an opportunity for teens to  
get out and serve, deepen spiritually, and have some fun while experiencing different cities, 
cultures, and  lifestyles throughout the US.  This experience concretely puts faith put into  

action, and allows each teen to see that they fully belong, and are able to fully participate in 
the Church’s mission in the world.   

♥   One week of Serving Christ 
♥   One week of deepening your faith 
♥   Explore Knoxville, TN 
♥   40 Service Hours for school 
♥   Make a difference in someone’s life 
♥   Become a closer parish community 
♥   Develop new skills 
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For the next several weeks, this space will contain information about each of our Parish Ministries.  In anticipation of Stewardship Weekend, this  
feature will give parishioners the opportunity to learn more about areas in which they could get involved.  This week we feature:  LITURGY 

 

Liturgy                                       
the Source and Summit                                         

The liturgy is the summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed;  
at the same time it is the fount (source) from which all the Church’s power flows.   

                                                         
                                                                            Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 10 

At this time of year, 
   we give thanks to God 
      for all the gifts 
         we have been given.  
 
   
 
    As stewards with grateful and open hearts,                                         
   we dedicate ourselves to using our gifts 

        generously in appreciation for 
     God’s generosity to us. 

 
We ask you to prayerfully consider these additional  

liturgical ministries at Saint Francis: 
 

RCIA team:  God gives the Church new life through its newest members. Sponsors, 
catechists and hospitality providers are necessary ministers in teaching and nurturing 
the growing faith of our catechumens and  candidates. Share your faith with those join-
ing ours. 
 
Parish Funerals:  Funeral Servers, Cemetery Ministers at committal, Bereavement 
Minisry 
 
“Pray-ers”:  Saint Peregrine Novena, Marian Prayer, Holy Hours and other various 
needs. Come lend your  heart and mind in prayer! 
 
Sacristan Team:  Many hands make light work;  SFA invites those to serve behind the 
scenes;  Church launderers and  Martha Ministry (to clean the sacred space) are look-
ing for a few good hands. 
 
Baptismal Greeter/Facilitators  and Baptismal Garment Makers are needed at this 
essential welcoming time to the newest of our parishioners. 
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Adult Faith Formation 

I’M GLAD YOU ASKED THAT QUESTION  
By, Sue Flanagan 

substantially contained in 
the consecrated hosts in 
our tabernacle. Jesus’ 
presence is not momen-
tary nor simply signified, 
but wholly and permanent-
ly real.  
 
The service looks very 
much like the beginning of 
the mass because it is the 
Liturgy of the Word. The 
service consists of an in-
troductory prayer, peniten-
tial rite, and the daily 
scripture readings. The 
Creed and the Prayers of 
the Faithful may follow. 
The Our Father is prayed 
and then there is the Sign 
of Peace. 
 
Holy Communion is now 
distributed either by a dea-
con, Religious, or lay min-
isters. The prayer after 
Holy Communion is read 
and the dismissal is given. 
While it is a blessing that it 
is still possible to receive 
Holy Communion when a 
priest is not available 
(provided there are conse-
crated hosts available, of 
course), it is a sorrow that 
such a situation exists. 
Pray for more vocations 
so this may be avoided. 

THOUGHTS  By, Pat Depcik 

I heard an expression the 
other day that really hit 
home.  I think it was about 
someone trying to fix a 
computer glitch, of which I 
have many.  My computer 
has a mind of its own and 
it causes me great anxiety 
and frustration.    The ex-
pression was “ it’s like nail-
ing Jello to a wall”. 
 
I am a patient person but, 
even today, this writing , 
which I had “saved”, disap-
peared into cyberspace.  
And then, my mailbox 
froze. Everything I tried, 
failed.  I could have thrown 
this monster on the floor 
and stomped on it, but, I 
restrained.  I looked at 
some quotes about 
“patience” and didn’t feel 
any better. I decided to let 
it be and remembered that 
St. Francis de Sales advis-
es not to fear all the mis-
haps in life and not to fall 
into discouragement.  Pick 
yourself up, he says.   So, 
with, well a small chip on 
my shoulder, I gave the 
problem to my husband. 
Of course he fixed it right 
away. How’s that for swal-
lowing your pride!   
 
Well I learned a lot and 
have a great respect for 
my better-half because I 
was given a lesson in pa-
tience, penitence, humility 
and confidence. I won’t try 
to nail any jello to the wall 
because I know I can’t, 
but, I will ask for help, 

shake the chip off the 
shoulder, and be kinder to 
man and technology. 

(Hmmm, what about jello 
squares). 

I went to a Catholic 
Church for week day 
mass. A woman led a ser-
vice that looked like the 
beginning of mass and 
then she distributed com-
munion! What is going on? 
 
This celebration is valid 
and called the Liturgy of 
the Word with a Commun-
ion Service. The service 
can be conducted by a 
deacon, Religious, or a 
trained male or female 
extraordinary lay minister 
of Holy Communion. 
 
In recent years, the 
Church in the United 
States of America has ex-
perienced a reduction in 
the number of priests 
available to celebrate daily 
Mass in our parishes. In 
some areas of our country, 
the priests are barely able 
to provide one Sunday 
Mass in each community. 
So, the ritual book Sunday 
Celebrations in the Ab-
sence of a Priest was de-
veloped. 
 
To understand the validity 
of this service, it is im-
portant to remember that 
Christ is truly, really, and 
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AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 

I wrote last week about my 
2013 sabbatical to Rome, 
with 10 days in the Holy 
Land.  It was a great experi-
ence. My sabbatical plan 
was unusual. A sabbatical is 
usually granted to provide 
renewal to return to active 
ministry.    
 
My sabbatical focus was to 
prepare for retirement. Peo-
ple ask if I enjoy retirement, 
and I respond yes!   I am 
convinced one of the rea-
sons I am content in retire-
ment is that I prepared.  The 
sabbatical was an important 
element in that preparation.   
 
The beauty of our sabbatical 
process is that the Archdio-
cese allows a priest to de-
sign a sabbatical plan to 
meet his ministerial needs, 
consequently, a sabbatical is 
different for each participant.  
Each priest is asked to name 
his goals and then devise a 
plan that will meet those 
goals.  
 
My previous sabbatical was 
different.  In the fall of 1988, I 
discussed with the rector 
about leaving my position in 
the seminary (I had been 
there 10 years) and return to 
parish ministry at the end of 
the semester (June 1989.)  
He agreed and said he would 
begin the process of seeking 
a replacement.  
 
I then requested funding for 
a 6 month sabbatical, begin-
ning July, 1989. The Semi-
nary has its own policy and 
funding for faculty sabbatical. 
During the course of that 
year, I was asked to repre-

sent the seminary at the ordi-
nation of one of the young 
men who studied at Munde-
lein and who lived in the “hall” 
where I was the priest direc-
tor.  His ordination was to be 
in Eshowe, South Africa.   
 
I was delighted to be asked 
and was going to use the 
ordination opportunity as the 
first part of my sabbatical.  
There were four others who 
were also going to the ordina-
tion. We added Cape Town 
and Durbin besides Eshowe 
for visits in South Africa.   
After our time in South Africa 
we traveled to Kampala 
Uganda to visit the parents of 
two other Mundelein stu-
dents; and then to Nairobi, 
Kenya to visit with a Chicago 
priest, Fr. Tom McQuaid who 
was doing mission work with 
the Maryknoll priests, broth-
ers and sisters. (His sister, 
brother-in-law, niece and 
nephew live in St. Francis 
Parish). We also arranged for 
a week long safari. 
 
After Africa. I planned to go to 
the Holy Land for August and 
September.  I made arrange-
ments to stay at the Notre 
Dame Center in Jerusalem, 
at the time run by the Vati-
can; now managed by the 
Legionaries of Christ. Then I 
would return to the States for 
the remainder of the sabbati-
cal. 
 
The experience in Africa was 
an experience I have not for-
gotten. It was a part of the 
world I had never visited and 
knew little about.  The wel-
come of the people was over-
whelming. Many, especially in 

parts of Uganda, lived with a 
simplicity unknown in the 
United States.  
 
Sometime in late April or ear-
ly May, the rector asked to 
meet with me.  He informed 
me the Search Committee 
had not found a replacement 
and Cardinal Bernardin asked 
if I would remain on the facul-
ty for another year. Since the 
only definite plans I had, be-
sides the African trip, was the 
Holy Land I asked if could do 
the Holy Land trip, cut it 
short, and return in early Sep-
tember. The rector agreed. 
 
If a sabbatical is to open your 
mind, expand your world, the 
time In Africa clearly did that. 
If the time on sabbatical is to 
renew faith, the time in the 
Holy Land did that. 
 
My decision to stay at the 
Seminary for another year 
was the best decision I ever 
made. In the spring of 1990, 
a replacement was found and 
so the end of my “extension” 
arrived. The Placement 
Board announced pastoral 
openings – one of them was 
to found a new parish Orland 
Park. Priests were invited to 
apply. Had I left the seminary 
the previous year, I would 
have been in a new assign-
ment and not able to apply.  
 
I applied for this new parish 
and was named founding 
pastor August 1, 1990.  
 
What a sabbatical can do!! 

This may soon be neces-
sary at St. Francis. 
 
Want more? USCCB: In-
ternational Commission 

on English in the Liturgy, 
The Rites of the Catholic 
Church – Volume One, 
(Collegeville: The Liturgical 
Press, 1990), pp. 649-653 

Questions? parishof-
fice@sfaorland.org 
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“The Church’s teaching on marital 
sexuality is an invitation … to receive 
the gift of God’s love and care, and 
to let this gift inform and transform 
us, so we may share that love with 
each other and with the world.”  
 

USCCB, “Married Love and the Gift of Life,” © 
2006, https://goo.gl/eKhtav.  

SAVE THE DATE 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 7 

 
IN  

APPRECIATION 
FOR  

ALL OUR  
WONDERFUL  

VOLUNTEERS! 
 

Watch this space 
for more 

information! 
 

Fr. Steve Bevans, SVD 

 

FRIENDS OF  
ST FRANCIS CLUB 

RETURNS SEPTEMBER 21ST 
 

The Friends of St Francis Seniors Club 
resumes on Thursday September 21st 
at Noon in the St Francis Center Build-
ing up on the hill.    
 
Anyone 55+ looking to make new 
friends, and enjoys a good game of 
Bingo and more, come check us out.  
Membership is month to month, and 
you only pay for the months you at-
tend.   
 
For more information contact:  Cindy 
Bennecke 708-912-0524 or Dolores 
Grekowicz 708-403-4135 
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Calling all Kids… 
Saint Francis of Assisi Have you 

heard? 
 

This summer 
members  

of our  
Children's 

Choir  
sang in  
Disney 
World! 

 
Join us! 

 
There's 

much more 

We  would  love  to  have  your  voice!  It’s  not  too  late  to  
join  us! 

 

We rehearse on Tuesday afternoons 
 in the Music Ministry Rehearsal Room. 

(Next to Upton Hall / Lower Level of the Church) 
 

 

Kids in Grades 2-5 rehearse from 4:30-5:45. 
Grades 6 and up rehearse from 5:30-6:30. 

 

Newcomers welcome!   
 

Please tell us you are coming! Email the Music Ministry Office at: music@sfaorland.org 
 or  call the Music Ministry Office at (708)460-9831 to leave a Voice Mail. 

 
 

 

Leanne Stoterau Hahn, Director of Music Ministry 

ST. FRANCIS CELEBRATES SIMBANG GABI    The Filipino-American community will host the 7th novena night of 
Simbang Gabi on  Thursday, December 21, 2017 at 7:00 PM.  Rev. Artur Sowa will celebrate the Eucharistic Mass.  Simbang Gabi 
is a grace-filled and joyful celebration of Christmas. 
 
This year with be the Southwest Simbang Gabi 25th year celebration.  We invite all parishioners to attend this Filipino religious 
tradition to celebrate Jesus’ birthday.   There is a fellowship after Mass. 
 
We encourage all Filipino-Americans and other parishioners who wish to participate  in planning and sharing their gifts on this spe-
cial event, to please attend our meeting at Lita Tangonan’s home at 11801 Long Run Drive, Orland Park on Sunday, September 
24, 2017 at 2:00 PM.  For inquiries, please call Lita at (708)226-9069 (H) and (708)307-0146 (M) or Beth Giron at (708)403-3637
(H) and (708)717-6113(M). 



12                                                         ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH, ORLAND PARK                                        09/17/17 

 

Join us at Drury Lane Theater in Oak Brook for “42nd Street on De-
cember 5!  The price is $75 per person.  Fee includes lunch, gratuity 
and motor coach transportation from our St. Francis parking lot. We will 
depart at 10:45 am, arriving for lunch at 11:30 am - you will have your 
choice of two entrees (Herb Roasted Chicken Breast or Bistro Steak w/ 
Bordelaise Sauce.) Lunch includes salad, dessert, coffee, hot tea or iced 
tea. Play begins at 1:30 pm; return to SFA around 5:00 pm. Contact Barb 
Walder at  barbwalder@yahoo.com or 708-351-8994 with any questions. 

 

GRIEF 
is the normal response of 
sorrow, emotion and con-

fusion that comes from 
losing someone important 
to you.  It is a natural part 
of life, however, we are 
not meant to go through 

grief alone.   
 

Allow your faith community 
to walk this difficult journey 

with you.   
 

St. Francis of Assisi will be 
holding a 5 week series 

titles, “GIVE YOURSELF 
PERMISSION TO 

GRIEVE”.  
  
The sessions will be held 
on Thursday evenings in 

the Great Room from  
7 – 8:30 pm. 

 
Sept. 28: A grieving per-

son’s Bill of Rights 
Oct. 5: How do I know if 
my grieving is healthy? 

Oct. 12: Is it OK to be an-
gry with God? 

Oct. 19: Grief takes a lot 
of work 

Oct. 26: Getting thru the 
Holidays 

Nov. 2: All Souls Mass of 
Remembrance 

 
YOU ARE WELCOME TO 
COME ANY OR ALL OF 
THE SESSIONS!  Feel 
free to bring a friend! 
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St. Francis Book Club 

The St. Francis Book Club meets  
the third Tuesday of most months,  

in the Niehaus Room. 

Our next meeting is:   
Tuesday, September 19 at 1:00 PM  

We will discuss:   
“Hillbilly Elegy,” by, J.D. Vance 

 
October 17 we will discuss “Curious Charms 

of Arthur Pepper,” by, Patrick Phaedra 

 09/10/17 Year to Date 

Budgeted $   23,065.00 $ 253,715.00 

Collected $   24,814.00    $ 257,572.00 

Net $    1,749.00               $    3,857.00        

      
 .   

 

Sign Up Today:  
  

• Go to our website, www.sfaorland.org 
and press the “Donate Now” button  

• www.sfaorland.org and press the 
“Donate Now” button  

• You can also use the yellow form in your 
envelope packet 

• Call the office to sign up: 708-460-0042 

 We warmly welcome our new parishioners  
(August 2017) to St. Francis of Assisi: 

  
Jack & Marilyn (O’Neill) Crisham 

 

Brian & Tracey (Nowak) Villari and children: Austin, Trevor, and Elle 
 

Terry & Suzanne (Dufresne) Gillund and children: Charlie, Samantha, 
and Alexandra 

 

Michelle Hoven and children: Kayla, Hannah, and Samantha 
 

Mark & Christine (Koch) Kehoe and daughter: Grace 
 

Ella (Gotts) Pracz 
 

Ryan & Brittney (Hall) Kouba and son:  Sebastian 
 

Betty Muranski and son: Jakob 
 

Andrew & Kimberly (Watts) Syrios and children: Nicholas and Charles 
 

Jon & Tracey (Wall) Barlog and children: Henry, Jackson, and Ellie 
 

David & Lynnette (Seago) Evers and children: John and Daniel 
 

Lawrence Posner & Anne Fitzpatrick and son: Maxwell 
 

Michelle Grbavac and children: Presley and Ella 
 

Ryan & Krisy (Kurtyka) Hitztaler and children: Luciano D’Orsi, Regan, 
and Ivan 

 

Joseph & Eileen (Hoffman) Locascio 
 

Edward & Jennifer (Lovato) Slivinskas and children: Eric and Ella 
 

Edward & Carolyn (Fast) Bulow and children: Edward, Jake, and 
Kathryn 

 

Philip & Helen (Kobylanski) Christopher 
 

Michael & Gabriella (Lamorte) Hansen and son: Lucas 
 

Kyle & Latasha (Wagner) Kickert and children: Kaden and Kyla 
 

Harry & Sarah McKittrick and children: Haley and Audrey 
 

Jake & Lisa (Naranjo) Kaufman and children: Gianna, Logan, and 
Victoria Medrano 

 

Nicholas Sherry & Rachael Czajkowski 
 

Zachary & Jessica (Goldfarb) Ward and son: Declan 
 

Jonah Doftert & Kristen Bennett and children: Jude and Hudson 
 

Michael & Theresa (Hlavaty) Payne and children: Tyler and Madilyn 
 

James & Tara (Daetwiler) Wrobel and children: Riley & Rayne 
 

Joseph Ubah & Sophia Ohiku and daughter: Isabel 
 

Dr. Heather (Delmagori) & Todd Summerville and son: Noah 
 

Joseph & Tracy (Paprocki) Kopca and daughter: Kayleigh 
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St. Francis of Assisi’s 7th Annual Women’s Day of Reflection 
Saturday, October 28th - 8:30 AM – 1:00 PM 

 
Please join the women of St. Francis of Assisi for a half day of reflection,  

companionship and spiritual renewal at the St. Francis Center. 
 

You will enjoy a break (where you don’t feel rushed for a change!) and 
time with other women to reflect on our theme of “Companionship” - a feel-
ing of fellowship and friendship – and how it is such a vital component of 

our everyday life and spiritual journey. 
 

During our time together we will pray, have a conversation with Sr. Gael 
on the importance of “Companionship” in our lives and learn how signifi-

cant it was for St. Francis of Assisi, and end the day with Mass and a buf-
fet lunch together. 

 
Please come and enjoy a thoughtful day with us.  Bring a friend, your 

mom, your daughter, your grand-daughter, a neighbor…All are welcome! 
Women from other parishes are invited to attend.  Admission is $15.00 

and includes a continental breakfast, lunch and activities. We will be taking 
registrations after Masses beginning in September or you may register 

online now at http://www.sfaorland.org/womens-day-of-reflection-
registration.html 

  
For any questions, please contact Linda McCormick at  

lmccormick516@comcast.net. 
 

Can’t wait to see you at this very special event!    

 

Saint Peregrine was 
healed of a cancer-
ous ulcer on his leg 
which was consid-

ered beyond saving. 
The fame of this 

event in 1325 spread 
rapidly round the 
western Church. 

Christians, and espe-
cially the sick, began 
to invoke his name 
and seek his inter-

cession for the relief 
of their suffering and 
even for a cure from 

sickness.  

 
The canonization of 

St. Peregrine in 1726 
increased people’s 

devotion to him 
which spread to the  
universal Church.   

Join us  
September 18 
7:00 pm in the 

church,  
St. Francis of Assi-
si will be offering  

a novena to  
St. Peregrine.  

 
The novena will be 
held for 9 Mondays.  

All parishioners  
are welcome to  

participate. 
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 Zachary Wolick & Samantha Cisneros 
and 

Mark & Victoria (Vargas) Weber 
on 

September 2, 2017 
 

AND 
 

Michael Lepper & Amy Marzano 
on  

September 9, 2017 
 

May your lives always be blessed  
with God’s love! 

With joy, we announce the  
marriages of... 

 
 
 

September 10, 2017 

William Francis Bulow III 
Son of William & Heather (Manning) Bulow 

 
Emily Alice Faxel 

Daughter of Daniel & Lauren (Kral) Faxel 
 

Peyton Jaime Majka 
Daughter of Daniel & Judith (Morales) Majka 

 
Isabel Obiajulu Ubah 

Daughter of Joseph Ubah & Sophia Ohiku 

We joyfully  
welcomed the  

following children 
into our Christian  

Community:   
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Saturday, September 16 
515 PM    Barbara Boscarino, rq. by Family and Betty A.      
     Vaughan, rq. by Rosemary Odewald and Ray Zielinski, 
     rq. by Rosemary & Stephen Zielinski 
        
Sunday, September 17 
7:30 AM    Gaughan, Hackett, O’Neill & Quinn Families, rq. by   
     O’Neill Family and Marie Jeanne Skorup, rq. by Rita   
     Killoren and Anrita Owens, rq. by Irene & Ray Weaver      

9:00 AM    John Misiorowski, rq. by Richard & Linda Misiorowski  
     and James Messaglia, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll and   
     Mary Saletta, rq. by Helping Hands Committee 
 

10:30 AM   Ann Janachowski, rq. by SFA Ushers and Joseph    
     Lipien, rq. by Peggy & Bernie Schlifke and Jean  
     Dipentima, rq. by Rita Costanzo 
    

12:00 PM   People of St. Francis 
 
Monday, September 18 
7:45 AM    Ronald Hunt, rq. by Sister Kathleen Matthews and    
     Joyce March, rq. by Joseph March and Carol  
     Dombrowski, rq. by Lucy & Jimmy 
      
Tuesday, September 19 
7:45 AM  Don Gray, rq. by Dave & Mary Burns and John  
   Weitzel, rq. by Carlo Family 
 
Wednesday, September 20 
7:45 AM    Audrey Dutenhoffer, rq. by Elaine & Jean and William  
     Hanley, rq. by Etta Bailey and Thomas Murphy, rq. by  
     Thomas Small 
      
Thursday, September 21 
7:45 AM    George Zavodny, rq. by The McKane Family and Don  
     Gray, rq. by Family and Natalia & Dominick  
     Lopuszynski, rq. by George & Eva Lopuszynski 
 
Friday, September 22 
7:45 AM    Joan Bendell, rq. by Cindy & Mark Bennecke and  
     Jannie Dammer, rq. by Mike & Teri Stephens 
 
Saturday, September 23 
515 PM    Marge Semlow, rq. by Bert and Leatrice Klosterman,  
     rq. by Judy & Dave Claus and John R. Smith, rq. by Ed 
     & Maureen Krzyminski 
        
Sunday, September 24 
7:30 AM    Linda Garcia rq. by Family and Robert & Antoinette   
     Beirnat, rq. by Waszak Family and Donald Bengtson,  
     rq. by Cindy & Mark Bennecke      

9:00 AM    Richard Senese, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll and Melva   
     Moore, rq. by Joan Fox and Joseph Palmeri, rq. by   
     Jerry & Kay Saletta 
 

10:30 AM   Margaret Kulovitz, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll and Art    
     Heintz, rq. by Magafas Family and Ann Janachowski,  
     rq. by Dolores Grekowicz & Ted Grekowica 
    

12:00 PM   People of St. Francis 

 

Ginny Drogula 
Ann Marie Egan 

Holly Fedor 
Patricia Harms 
Jean Hornick 

John Janachowski 
Dr. Jim Kline 

Denise Klovens 
Jim Kowalkowski 

Richard Kozik 

Sylvia Lukas 
Mary McCarthy 

Joey Oberholzer 
Dina Rio 

Rosemary Rissler 
Tim Scanlon 

Mary Ann Schillaci 
Gabi Szumowicz 
Domenic Tallarita 

Phyllis Young 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially: 

 

 

Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8; Ps 28:2, 7-9; Lk 7:1-10 
 
Tuesday: 1 Tm 3:1-13; Ps 101:1b-3ab, 5-6;  
  Lk 7:11-17 
 
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111:1-6; Lk 7:31-35 
 
Thursday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9: 
  9-13 
 
Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49:6-10, 17-20;  
 Lk 8:1-3 
 
Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 8:4-15 
 
Sunday: Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18;  
  Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a 

 

 

 

Harry J. Bailey 
 

Lorraine Enguita 
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Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web  
Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 - 5:15 PM 

Presider A. Sowa Deacon J. Donahue 

Altar Servers H. Dwyer J. Dwyer A. Walsh 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

R. Adamowski 
B. Bruozis 
J. Donahue 
L. Martenson 

J. Modelski 
B. Petrick 
P & V Piazza 
M. Terpstra 

S. Vari 
J. Wator 
 
 

Readers J. Walsh J. Dwyer  

Sacristan V. Piazza   

Ushers F. Burkiewicz 
R. Roberts 

J & T Sankey 
L. Springer 

N. Sullivan 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 - 7:30 AM 

Presider E. Upton Deacon D. Carroll 

Altar Servers G. Hamilton J. Strolia M. Strolia 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

K. Boland 
D. Carroll 
L. Dolan 

G. Gensler 
P. Grasso 
S. McCaffrey 

E. McCarthy 
P. Seaman 
D. Zambuto 

Readers G. Saletta R. Klein  

Sacristan C. Bennecke   

Ushers J. Pedersen 
J. Belski 

C. Bennecke 
J. O’Dea  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 - 9:00 AM 

Presider A. Sowa Deacon M. Pindelski 

Altar Servers B. Laird C. Vittori G. Vittori 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

P. Flynn 
R. Januszyk 
B. Kameron 

K. Ostrowski 
M. Pindelski 
S. Ramsey 
 

T. Reger 
J & J Schweiger 
R. Zielinski 

Readers C. Pytel K. Pytel  

Sacristan B. Kameron   

Ushers W. Kameron 
B. Barrett 

G. Gervais 
O. Pagnucci 

P. Walsh 
R. Wysocki 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 - 10:30 AM 

Presider S. Dombrowski Deacon M. Pindelski 

Altar Servers C. Kane J. Piko K. Piko 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

V. Carlo 
M. Curran 
G. Dytrych 
L. Higgins 

G. Kaminski 
K. Koehler 
J. Magafas 
R. McGuire 

M. Pindelski 
M. Vaas 
M. Ward 
 

Readers A. Mitrovich T. Glynn  

Sacristan M. Curran   

Ushers J. Ota 
J. Glass 

J. Higgins 
J. Higgins, Jr. 

J. Modelski 
R. Zoladz 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 - 12:00 PM 

Presider S. Dombrowski Deacon  

Altar Servers K. Johnson J. Malysz M. Sevik 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

D. Budz 
L & T McCormick 
MJ Noreikis 

N. Palacz 
M. Pavela 
M. Sabadosa 

A & T Wieczorek 

Readers W. Winker D. Kufta  

Sacristan A. Wieczorek   

Ushers D. Hodson 
R. Hodson 

J. Ondrus 
C. Prendergast 

L. Tucco 
  

 

FORGIVENESS 
 
Nearly ten years before, a son and father had 
parted ways when the business they shared 
went bankrupt. The son blamed the father. 
They did not speak to each other again. 
 
Then the father became seriously ill. The 
mother called the son and told him he had 
better come soon. The son walked sheepishly 
into the hospital room. The father motioned 
his son to him and whispered: "Did you ever 
think you could do anything that would keep 
me from loving you?" 
 
Resentment and anger are foul things, the 
first reading from Sirach tells us. Remember 
the last things. Stop hating. Live by the com-
mandments. As Saint Paul writes to the Ro-
mans, we are to live for the Lord and die for 
the Lord. 
 
Jesus' parable in today's Gospel reminds us 
of God's compassion. The immense sin of hu-
manity has been forgiven and stricken from 
the record. We are to forgive others in the 
same way. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church build-
ing.  The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, 
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed 
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays.  The Eucharistic 
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day.  The Chapel is 
located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone:  460-0042 Fax:  460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant:  Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists:  Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Andy Bakes, Joe Boyce, Eric 
Franklin, Michael Higgins 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Phone:  460-0155, 
Fax:  460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 
(mkrzyminski@...) 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
Phone:  708-403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)   
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
BULLETIN 
Editor:  Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send 
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office. 
 
PARISH LIBRARY           
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library  
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY: 5:15 PM  SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY:  7:45 AM 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the 
Religious Education Center.  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Saturday sessions meet 
from 8:30—10:00 a.m.  Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sun-
days during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th 
grade, September-April.  Call 708-460-0155 for more information.   
 
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary 
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis.  For registration 
information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 

Become a Catholic 
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested 
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042. 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday, 
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass.  Those of advanced age or suf-
fering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.   
 
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital.  Please call 460-0042. 

 
Baptisms 

Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 1:30.  Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to 
make arrangements.  A baptismal conference will be set up with the 
parents.   
 

Marriages 
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance 
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church 
date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more de-
tails. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and 
Lent.  Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 

 
Registration 

You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a 
registration form which is found in Church.   
 

Boundaries 
North:  135th St.     South:  183rd St.  

West:  Will-Cook Road      
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St. 

104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St. 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

REV. STEVEN DOMBROWSKI, Associate Pastor 
(sdombrowski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mak1950@sbcglobal.net) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 
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