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The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are  
guided by the Holy 
Spirit  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 
 Pastor’s Morsels & Tidbits 

Notes on the Scripture  
We’re bred for competition. In the ongoing contest for limited resources, we don’t want 
to be without a chair when the music stops. Pitted against siblings for the finite atten-
tion of parents, the competition grows larger as we do. Schools bid us compete for 
grades and rank. Sports, video games, the car we drive, the job we get, the promotion 
we achieve, the money in the bank, are contests won or lost on the ladder toward 
greatness. Jesus says don’t just compete; serve. True greatness is a race to the bot-
tom. Think about that.  
 
Seminary Appeal  
This Sunday we participate in the annual collection in support of the Seminary. Today 
more than ever we need good priests. Please, pray for good vocations.  
 
Reboot 
The seven parishes in our Renew My Church grouping are sponsoring an evening 
with a great Catholic speaker, Chris Stefanick. The evening will be an opportunity to 
look at our relationship with Jesus and how we are called to share that relationship 
with others. Tickets are available at the parish office and in the narthex for $10. Save 
the date and treat yourself to a great evening on October 10th at 7pm. The evening will 
take place at St. Elizabeth Seton Church in Orland Hills. 
 
RCIA 
Are you or someone you know interested in becoming Catholic? Are you curious 
about our faith or missing sacraments? The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) is the process by which adults learn and join the Catholic Church. Please call 
the office for more information, as we begin our program later in September. 
 
New Bishops 
This last Monday, the Church of Chicago was blessed with three new Auxiliary Bish-
ops. Bishop Mark Bartosic, Bishop Bob Casey, and Bishop Ron Hicks were consecrat-
ed at the Holy Name Cathedral. They are all good, pastoral and service oriented. Let 
us pray that their ministry may restore the trust in the leadership of the Church and 
make a difference.  
 
Travel Opportunities 
I know I just came back from my sabbatical, but I am already planning for 2019 and 
here are some travel considerations. I am organizing a pilgrimage to Holy Land in 
February (19-28). This should be a retreat like opportunity. Later that year, we are 
going to Ireland, Scotland and England (July 30th- August 12th). In 2020 there is 
also an option of going to The Passion Play of Oberammergau, Germany.  
 
As you can see there are many options. We will have more information in the weeks to 
come, but if you are interested in any of those opportunities, please, contact the office.  
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Saint Peregrine was healed of 
a cancerous ulcer on his leg 
which was considered beyond 
saving. The fame of this event 
in 1325 spread rapidly round 
the western Church. Christians, 
and especially the sick, began 

to invoke his name and seek his intercession for the 
relief of their suffering and even for a cure from sick-
ness. The canonization of St. Peregrine in 1726 in-
creased people’s devotion to him which spread to the 
universal Church.  
 
Our novena to St. Peregrine began 9/17 and will be 
held for 9 Mondays at 7 pm.  All parishioners are 
welcome to participate.  

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Grief Support 
Group will for five weeks  
 
Starts this week: Sept. 27 at 7:00 pm, in the 
Great Room.  Come to one or come to all. 
 
Grief is the normal response of sorrow, emotion, 
and confusion that comes from losing someone or 
something important to you. It is a natural part of 
life, however, we are not meant to go through 
grief alone.  Join us and allow us to walk this jour-
ney with you. 

This week at St. Francis 

♦ A.A. Meeting, 7:30 pm (NR) 

Friday, September 28 

♦ Overeaters Anonymous Meeting, 9:00 am (GR) 
♦ Religious Ed (B), Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Acts of the Apostles, Session 1, 7:00pm (SFC) 
♦ Knights of Columbus, 7:00 pm (GR) 

Wednesday, September 26 

♦ Acts of Apostles, Session 1, 8:30 am (SFC) 
♦ Needles & Things, 12:30 pm (SFR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 4-8, 7:00 pm (SFC) 

Tuesday, September 25 

Saturday, September 29 

♦ First Eucharist Candidate Mass Lesson, 4:30 pm 
(UH) 

♦ First Eucharist Candidate Enrollment Mass & Coffee 
And…, 5:15 pm (CH, GR) 

Sunday, September 30 

♦ Children’s Liturgy of the Word during 9:00 & 10:30 
am (UH) 

♦ First Eucharist Candidate Mass Lesson, 9:45 am 
(UH) 

♦ First Eucharist Candidate Enrollment Mass & Coffee 
And…, 10:30 am (CH, GR) 

♦ Peer Ministry, 11:30 am (SFR) 
♦ Swift Movie, 3:00 pm (UH) 
 

Monday, September 24 

♦ Care for the Caregiver, 1:00 pm (NR) 
♦ St. Peregrine Novena, 7:00 pm (CH) 

♦ First Eucharist Candidate Parent Meeting, 7:00 pm 
(CH) 

♦ Grief Support, 7:00 pm (GR) 

Thursday, September 27 

South West Interfaith Team (SWIFT) if a non-profit 
organization made up of Christian churches, Jewish 
synagogues and Muslim mosques.  The mission of 
SWIFT is to promote dialogue among the different reli-
gious communities and to work together on common 
community projects. The hope is that the efforts of 
SWIFT will promote mutual respect and will build un-
derstanding among the religious communities. 
 
Join us on Sunday, Sept. 30 at 3:00 pm in Upton Hall 
to watch the movie:  THE SULTAN AND THE SAINT.  
"Eight hundred years ago, a simple friar and a mighty 
Muslin leader met on the bloody battlefields of the Cru-
sades.  What happened next Changed world history.  
Based on new research and scholarship into the fateful 
meeting,  THE SULTAN AND THE SAINT tells one of 
the great stories of peace and reconciliation.  This 60 
minute movie is suitable for adults and teens but not 
young children. 
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To register for any 
one of these  

workshops call the 
parish office  
708-460-0042  

or email the parish 
office at  

parishoffice@ 
sfaorland.org 

 
 
Initial Training for  
Extraordinary  
Ministers of the  
Eucharist 
Description of presen-
tation: Through prayer, 
reflection and praxis, 
participants will ex-
plore what it means to 
be an Extraordinary 
Minister of the Eucha-
rist in the 21st Centu-
ry. In Session One 
there will be a brief 
overview of the history 
and theology of the 
Eucharist. We will also 
explore the develop-
ment of the role of the 
laity in the liturgical life 
of the Church. Partici-
pants will be encour-
aged to share their 
experiences of Eucha-
rist and worship with 
one another. Session 
Two will address the 
call to ministry and 
what it means to be a 
Minister of the Eucha-
rist in the Church of 
today’s world.  
Thursday, Sept. 20 & 
27,  7 – 9:00 pm both 
evenings, Incarnation 
Parish 5705 W. 127th 
Street, Palos Heights 
 

CHRIS STEFANICK 
 

Internationally acclaimed speaker,  
author and television host. 

 
Wednesday, October 10th 

7:00 – 9:30 pm 
St. Elizabeth Seton 
9300 W. 167th St. 
Orland Hills, IL 

 
Tickets on sale in the  

St. Francis Narthex - $10.00 
 

(Tickets purchased online are $22.00) 
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 Proclaiming the Word 
of God: Training for 
New Lectors 
This two part workshop 
focuses on the theology 
of The Word, the histo-
ry of the Mass, liturgical 
language, proclamation 
skills and the gifts re-
quired for liturgical min-
istry.  
Tuesday, Oct.16 & 
Thursday Oct. 18,  
7:00 – 9:00 pm both 
evenings 
St. Germaine Parish 
Center, 9711 S. Kolin, 
Oak Lawn. 
 
 
Ministry of Care 
Training 
Participation in these 
three sessions meets 
the Office for Divine 
Worship, Archdiocese 
of Chicago, require-
ments to be eligible for 
mandating as a parish 
Minister of Care, minis-
tering to the sick and 
homebound members 
of the parish. Partici-
pants must be ap-
proved and sent by a 
member of their parish 
Pastoral Team. Prepa-
ration includes such 
topics as spirituality of 
ministry, ministry to the 
aged, the experience of 
suffering, dying and 
death, pastoral listening 
skills, prayer and Eu-
charist, and the theo-
logical and practical 
dimensions of ministry. 
This seminar provides 
fresh theology and in-
sights into the pastoral 
practice of the Ministry 
of Care. 
Thursday, Nov. 1,  
8, 15   9:00 am – Noon 
St. Francis of Assisi in 
the Great Room off the 
narthex 

TREASURES FROM 
OUR TRADITION 
 
How long have there been 
parochial schools in the 
United States?  
 
Longer than you may im-
agine. The Jesuit fathers 
opened Saint Mary School 
in Philadelphia in 1782 in 
the first light of independ-
ence. Catholic and 
Protestant squabbles 
about the nature of educa-
tion forced the Fathers to 
make this risky and inno-
vative venture in the heart 
of the city. The school was 
closed by a devastating 
fire in 1902, but reopened 
in 1968 as St. Mary In-
terparochial School, the 
first example of a shared 
parochial school. It is also 
the only Catholic school 
within the confines of a 
national park. This is the 
"Mother School" of this 
uniquely American institu-
tion. Many parochial 
schools, especially in 
"national parishes," were 
established to preserve the 
culture and language of 
the "old country," and also 
to protect young people 
from prejudice. 
 
In other countries, Ireland 
for one, the Church is au-
thorized to run national 
schools, sometimes under 
the sponsorship of a par-
ish. In still other places, 
such as Quebec, publicly-
funded "separate schools" 
were administered by the 
Church. Wherever the 
state funds Catholic 
schools, normally enroll-
ment is guaranteed to all 
applicants. The Quebec 
system was dismantled in 
1998 when the state decid-
ed to reorganize schools 
along linguistic lines rather 
than religious affiliation. 
Parochial schools require 
considerable sacrifice, but 
they endure as a distinc-
tive treasure of the Church 
in the United States. 
 

Rev. James Field,  
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Confirmation prepa-
ration for adults who 
would like to be con-
firmed!   

When:  Preparation ses-
sions (8) begin Thursday, 
October 4 at 7:00 pm  at 
INCARNATION PARISH 
5705 W. 127TH STREET 
PALOS HEIGHTS, IL.   
 

Bishop Wypich will cele-
brate the Sacrament on 
December 1 at St. John 
Fisher.   

To register:  Contact Sr. 
Gael at the parish office 
460-0042 or ggens-
ler@sfaorland.org 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

St. Francis of Assisi’s 8th 
Annual Women’s  

Reflection Gathering 
Friday, October 12, 
6:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

 

More details to follow in     
future bulletins. 

 

Can’t wait to see you there! 

SILENT PRAYER 
FOR LIFE 

OCTOBER 7, 2018 
 

What:  Peaceful witness 
and silent prayer for life 
- Family Event  
 
When: Sunday, October 
7th @ 2:00 - 3:30 pm. 
 
Who:  Local Churches 
standing and praying 
along 159th St., in Or-
land Park and Tinley 
Park. 
  
Where: St. Francis Pa-
rishioners - stand in 
front of St. Julie Billiart 
Church, 7399 W. 159th 
St., Tinley Park, IL 
60477 (South side of 
the street) 
 
Arrive:  By 2:00pm to 
pick up signs at Harbor 
Freight (7520 W. 159th 
Street - North side of 
the street) 

Children’s  
Rosary 

October 13  
in the Chapel 

10 AM 
 

Sign up to pray 
a decade with 
your child at:  

 https://
www.signupgen

ius.com/
go/30e0d4eaba

d2ca5f49-
childrens 

 
Children’s 

script will be 
provided! 

 
Contact Alana 

Mitrovich 
ammitrovich@gmail.com 
with questions.  

 

We are created to walk with and support one another; 
we don't need to fear reaching out in love. Help your 
friend experience the strength of God's message that 
resounds throughout time: “Do not fear: I am with 
you” (Isaiah 41:10). 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities  
“What to Do When a Friend Is Considering Abortion”, 

www.usccb.org/l-o-v-e  
NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission. 
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Mission Trip 2019 
 

to St. Louis, MO 
July 7-13 

 

LAST CALL TO 
REGISTER 

Catholic HEART 
Workcamp  

is filling fast. 

 
Go to w.sfaorland.org 
and click on the serve 
tab to find full details 
and registration 
forms. 
 
The Summer Mission 
Trip is for Freshmen in 
the fall of 2019 through 
graduated seniors.   
The cost is $250 plus 
fundraising. 
The time commitment is 
3 meetings and         
involvement in Youth 
Ministry. 
 
The reward is an amaz-
ing experience, possibly 
some new friends, and 
a week of deep faith. 

Mission Trip 2018 
Reflection 
by, Kayla Snaidauf 
 
The catholic heart work 
camp mission trip of 
2018 was an unforgetta-
ble trip. I was changed 
for the best and I grew 
closer to God throughout 
this trip.  
 
I chose to go on the mis-
sion trip because I went 
on the trip last year and 
had an amazing time. 
Last year’s mission trip 
made me want to do this 
one even more.  
 
My experience this year 
was fun and memorable. 
I was able to make plen-
ty new friends from plac-
es like Arkansas and 
Florida that I still keep in 
touch with today.  
 
I worked with kids this 
mission trip because I 
did it last year and loved 
it. Each morning we 
started off with mass be-
fore our workdays. This 
year I worked at a YWCA 
with kids ranging from all 
ages. I was also able to 
do physical work around 
the facility by helping to 
clean, reorganize and 
weed their gardens. The 
kids were very grateful 
that we came to help and 
so was the staff. My 
group combined with 
another group at the 
YWCA because there 
were so many kids and a 
lot of work to do. My 
days mainly consisted of 
playing with children and 
cleaning the facility.  

One day we reorganized 
their ball room and another 
day we weeded their 2 gar-
dens and then we patched 
up a hole in their library 
with drywall. The kids were 
encouraged to read each 
day so we would help them 
to read books and other 
days we made an obstacle 
course and went to the 
park. The kids were always 
active and there were 
many opportunities for 
them to get their energy 
out.  
 
Everyday the kids would go 
on some sort of field trip 
whether it was to the zoo or 
to the pool so when the 
kids were gone, we would 
clean up their facility.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My group and I made a 
very big impact on their 
facility and on the kids. 
They really appreciated 
all the work we did after 
the week was over and 
were sad to see us go.  
 
At the end of each work 
day we came back to the 
school and devoted our 
time to God. We had pro-
gram each night where 
we sang as loud as we 
could and then one day 
we had adoration and 
another day we had four 
corners. I went to confes-
sion and prayed the ro-
sary which are two things 
I haven’t done in a long 
time so it was relieving to 
be able to do those in a 
place where everyone is 
so devoted to God.  
 
After the week was over I 
felt so close to God and 
felt very accomplishing of 
all the work we did. My 
second mission trip was 
as unforgettable as the 
first. 
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Adult Faith Formation 
AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 

The last few weeks, I 
offered my perspective 
on the difficult issues our 
church is facing. This 
week I will resume my 
more mundane reflec-
tions on the organiza-
tional life of a parish.  
Previously, I described 
the work of a Finance 
Council; this week, a re-
flection on Parish Coun-
cils. 
 
If you were to examine 
the structures of Parish 
Finance Councils in the 
Archdiocese,  you would 
find similar structures; if 
you reviewed Parish 
Council structures, you 
are likely to find as many 
structures as there are 
parishes.   
 
A Parish Council is un-
derstood in a variety of 
ways and is organized in 
ways that reflect those 
varied understandings. A 
disclaimer: this reflection 
represents my point of 
view.  This view is cer-
tainly not the only model 
nor even the best model. 
It is simply based on 
what I have learned from 
many years as a pastor.  
 
I consider the primary 
goal of a Parish Council 
is to act as a “Wisdom 

Group” for the pastor. 
This wisdom group is 
composed of parish-
ioners who exercise 
leadership in the par-
ish. Together, they 
represent a variety of 
involvements, and a 
significant segment of 
the parish.  The parish 
council becomes the 
body the pastor uses 
to reflect on the life 
and ministry of the par-
ish: evaluate, plan, 
learn, and change.   
 
This reflection is not 
just chit-chat; but is 
centered in the mis-
sion statement.   Every 
parish should have a 
mission statement – a 
written document that 
names the primary fo-
cus for the parish. The 
core work of the pastor 
is to gather the com-
munity around the 
Lords table in the Eu-
charist. The mission 
statement articulates 
overarching goals to 
achieve this primary 
end. The   council de-
velops and supports 
the various commit-
tees and groups that 
have the responsibility 
to implement the mis-
sion.  
 

This model of Parish 
Council as Wisdom 
Group differs from an 
earlier model developed 
immediately after the 
Council. The previous 
model was based on civ-
ic councils. The parish 
was divided into sections 
and parishioners were 
asked to volunteer and 
represent a specific geo-
graphic part of the par-
ish.  These volunteers 
may or may not have 
been otherwise active in 
the parish; and may or 
not have known the pa-
rishioners   in their geo-
graphic area.  At the 
council meeting these 
“reps” would discuss 
needs of the parish; then 
formulate specific plans 
to meet those needs.  
They would be asked in 
some way to check with 
their “constituents” – 
which they may or may 
not have done.   The 
pastor was present and 
added his opinion. 
 
Depending on the issue, 
these discussions might 
cover a two- or three-
month time frame.  
When discussion was 
completed, the idea was 
put into a proposal form, 
and was then voted up 
or down by the council 
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members.   The council 
then presented the 
passed proposal to the 
pastor for his approval - 
like a city council with a 
mayor.  
 
This model frequently 
turned oppositional us 
(council) and him 
(pastor).  The proposals 
offered often had narrow 
support and an incom-

What’s next?  
Is it over now? 
 
At its heart, Christian initia-
tion is about conversion—
people turning toward God 
for the first time. But that 
movement of turning toward 
God continues after initiation. 
Disciples continue to turn 
more and more deeply to-
ward God throughout their 
lives. That is why the privi-
lege of accompanying seek-
ers as they come to know 
Jesus Christ is so compelling 
and revitalizing for the bap-
tized. We are always en-
gaged in that movement of 
turning, of ongoing conver-
sion.  
 
The ninety-some days from 
Ash Wednesday to Pente-
cost, from death to new life, 
are at the heart of Christian 
life and are an especially 
fertile time for ongoing con-
version. The assembly 
makes this journey together 
each year with those who are 
coming to faith. Beginning in 
Lent, the paths of the elect 
and the assembly gradually 
grow closer until at Easter 
neophytes and assembly are 
at last one in Baptism and 
share Eucharist together at 
the Lord’s Table.At the East-
er Vigil, the baptized attend 
closely as the elect are called 

DOES CHRISTIAN INITIATION EVER END?    
By, Kyle Lechtenberg 

plete understanding of 
the parish mission.  
 
Because this civic 
model was not helpful, 
it fell into disuse. 
Councils were restored 
using the Wisdom 
Group model which 
was effective because 
it was collaborative 
and involved those 
already in leadership.  

by name, rise from the 
font, and are told they are 
“a new creation.” We 
watch as they are given a 
lighted candle, told they 
have been enlightened by 
Christ, and reminded to 
walk as children of the 
light. These words take on 
a new meaning as the as-
sembly hears them spoken 
to these adults. We see 
ourselves in the newly 
baptized. We recommit to 
bringing our baptismal gar-
ment unstained to Christ, 
to walking as children of 
light. We voice this recom-
mitment by renewing our 
baptismal promises and 
are sprinkled with baptis-
mal water. These days 
renew us in our baptismal 
identity, calling us to share 
the light of Christ in all the 
dark corners of our world.  
 
Mystagogy during the fifty 
days of Easter is a school 
for Christian living—a 
school for neophytes and 
for all the assembly. And it 
was a school through 
which Jesus’ first disciples 
also learned. For forty 
days after he rose from the 
dead, the Risen Lord 
stayed with his disciples, 
opening the Scriptures for 
them, sharing meals with 
them, and assuring them 

of his everlasting presence. 
He commissioned them as 
Apostles and ascended, ten 
days later sending the Holy 
Spirit among them. The sev-
en Sunday Masses of Easter 
Time echo that savoring, 
teaching, understanding, and 
commissioning.  
 
After Pentecost, our daily 
living goes on, nourishedby 
this journey. Whether neo-
phyte or long-baptized, we 
will experience joys and sor-
rows in our lives ahead. We 
will stumble and rise, we will 
fall short of the baptismal life 
to which we are called. Yet 
the Risen Christ accompa-
nies us, and we accompany 
one another, turning together 
toward the world still in need 
of Christ’s light.  
 
At every moment in the 
world, God is loving and 
leading people. Grace is 
flowing, hearts are stirring, 
and people are seeking. That 
is how initiation begins—with 
God’s action—and disciples 
are needed to respond by 
being and sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ. We do 
this simply by living our lives 
as faithful disciples, and we 
do not hesitate to give a rea-
son for our hope when peo-
ple want to talk—to share our 
joys and struggles as follow-
ers of Jesus Christ. We may 
never know the impact of our 
efforts to be a sign of encour-
agement, or we may have 
the joy of knowing that we 
helped to move someone 
along in their journey. Soon 
we will begin this initiation 
process again, with new ex-
periences and with new 
seekers who will become 
new Christians. The Church’s 
work of initiation never ends. 

 

© 2017 Archdiocese of Chicago: 
Liturgy Training Publications. All 

rights reserved. Art by Martin 
Erspamer, osb. 
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Over-night Retreat at Franciscan Center in Frankfort 
Tuesday, October 2nd evening to late morning Thursday, 
October 4th. 
 
The Franciscan Center for Prayer located on St. Francis Rd, 
Frankfort, is rooted in the Franciscan tradition, is a sacred 
space of welcome for those seeking peace of mind, body, 
and spirit. 

The retreat includes: 
• Talks presented by staff of The Center 
• Talking at meals and optional faith sharing in the eve-

nings 
• Cost:  $185 includes private room accommodations 

and meals 
• Limited to 10 parishioners from St. Francis of Assisi 

 
To register or for more information, contact the parish office 
or Sr. Gael 460-0042. 

Are YOU looking for an opportunity to help you 
with your Spiritual Growth? 

“I can do things you cannot, you can do things I cannot; together we 
can do great things.”  – Mother Teresa 
 
 
The 2017 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR) to Con-
gress reported that on a single night in January of the same year,  
553,742 people were experiencing homelessness in the United 
States, of which  over one-fifth were children (21% or 114,829), 70 
percent were over the age of 24, and ten percent were between the 
ages of 18 and 24.  On a single night, nearly two-thirds (65%) found 
in emergency shelters or transitional housing programs, and about 
one third (35%) were in unsheltered locations.  
 
These findings mirror our experiences at The Chapel, one of 31 
sites in DuPage County that provide overnight shelter.   Between 
October 2017 - September 2018, over 4,000 volunteers provided 
75,000+ hours of service.  Due to volunteer shortages in the sum-
mer months, not all sites are open year-round.   
 
With the generous support of St. Francis of Assisi (SFA) youth min-
istry teens and parents, what began as a single dinner delivered 
and served October, 2014 has expanded to include providing lunch-
es and overnight monitoring due to the involvement and overnight 
commitment of Knights of Columbus and former CRHP men. 
 
There are many ways you can be part of the solution to end 
homelessness. On the first Friday of the months October - 
April, we need 14 dedicated individuals to deliver on our com-
mitment. Serve once, or as much as you wish.  Will you pray 
and consider:   
 

• Work alongside our parish teens as an adult leader?  
(4:15 pm to 9:30 pm) 

• Assist in preparing a healthy meal (in advance)? 
• Sponsor a meal? 
• Donate non-perishable items? 

 
This is a personal invitation for you to learn more about yourself, 
end any misconceptions of the homeless you may have, and expe-
rience the rewards of serving others. Training is provided (about  2 
hours), and I will answer any questions or concerns you might have.  
Please email, call or text.  Looking forward to hearing from you.  
 
Debbie Burzinski 
Email dburzinski@comcast.net 
Cell Phone:  312-519-8773 

We are beginning our FIFTH year as our Youth Ministry 
and adult volunteers serve a healthy meal and compan-
ionship with the guests of The Chapel, an overnight 
shelter located in Hinsdale, IL.  As Lauren so eloquently 
shares, below, the time spent  being part of this mission 
will be the best 5 hours of your week: 
   

On Friday, October 2, 2017, I volunteered at PADS 
to help feed and shelter the homeless. That was my 
first time going there and instantly I knew it would not 
be my last. The rich feeling you get in your heart 
when you’re done is indescribable and you feel clos-
er to God. Not only was the experience rewarding, it 
was very fun! We got to set up all of the sleeping 
arrangements and prepare/serve the dinner. Just 
knowing that I made a difference on someone’s night 
is enough for me to want to come again. The experi-
ence also really made me appreciate all of the things 
I have and take for granted. I feel so blessed to have 
gotten the opportunity to go and cannot wait to re-
turn! 
 
Lauren Conners 
Dedicated and core member teen volunteer  
2015-2017 
2018 graduate of Carl Sandburg High School 

 
Our commitment is to provide a healthy meal, set up 
sleeping accommodations, provide a healthy sack lunch 
and nightly oversite the first Friday of the months Octo-
ber - April.   
 
Many hands are needed, and we would love to share 
with you the time commitment and site expectations 
required.  We are responsible for four shifts:  5:30 pm-
9:15 pm, 9 pm to 12:15 am, 12:00 am to 3:15 am, 3:00 am 
to 6:00 am for the following dates:  10/5, 11/2, 12/7, 1/4, 
2/1, 
3/1 and 4/5. 
 
Looking for a way to put your Catholic faith into action?  
Please contact Debbie Burzinski at  
dburzinski@comcast.net, or text 312-519-8773. 
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Rehearsals began this month 

St Anthony WOW is a social group for wid-
ows and widowers of all faiths. We meet at 
the Frankfort Township Center on Route 30 
just east of Wolf Road on the 2nd Friday of 
each month at 7:00 pm. (For June location, 
please call Rachel at (708) 479-9448.) At the 
monthly meeting we plan activities for mem-
bers and enjoy entertainment and refresh-
ments. We have a Book Club and Fun 'n 
Games Club, enjoy breakfasts and dinners 
out, and plan occasional day trips featuring 
plays and ball games. 

SAVE THE DATE 
HELPING HANDS  

COAT DRIVE 
OCTOBER 20/21  

 
Time to once again go through 
your closets and donate coats 

in good condition for men,  
women, and children. 

 
Members of the Helping Hands Committee will be  
in the Church parking lot and Narthex accepting  

donations.   
 

Your generous donations will benefit the South  
Suburban Crisis Center (Neat Repeats) and  

Homeless Veterans. 
 

Any questions, please contact 
Lee at 708.301.9706 or Ann at 

708.642.1784 
 

Thank You for your  
generosity! 
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Debra Bonavolanto 
Francis Capriglione 

 

Mary Budz 
Nolan Burby 

Emily Cepkauskas 
Erin Childs 
Jim Dillon 

Holly Fedor 
George Kozik 
Angie Latek 
Bill Lorden 

Madelon Lorden 
Rebecca Nilsson 
Denny Niswonger 
Mary Oleszkiewicz 

Joan Pecor 
Carmel Perino 
Bonnie Petrick 

Giovanna Picciolini 
Marguerite Rix 
Teresa Rooks 
Michael Rusco 
Barbara Spano 
Sue Straatman 
Louis Tassone 
Bill Tortorello 

Casmiera Yuska 
 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially: 

 

Monday:   Prv 3:27-34; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 8:16-18 
 
Tuesday:   Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35,  
        44; Lk 8:19-21 
 
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9; Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163; 
        Lk 9:1-6 
 
Thursday:  Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17bc; Lk 9:7-9 
 
Friday:    Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4; Lk 9:18-22 
 
Saturday:   Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a; Ps 138:1-5; 
        Jn 1:47-51 
 
Sunday:   Nm 11:25-19; Ps 19:8, 10, 12-14; Jas 5:1-6;  
        Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

 

Saturday, September 22 
5:15 PM   Mary Malzone, rq. by Chuck & Maria Steffens and  
    Sebastian Chiarello, rq. by Howie & Fran Stang and   
    Rick Michalowski, rq. by Family 
 
Sunday, September 23 
7:30 AM   Joan Bendell, rq. by Mark & Cindy Bennecke and  
    Marian Skorup, rq. by Emil Skorup and Marian     
    Waliczek, rq. by Friend 
 
9:00 AM    Matthew French, rq. by Michelle Molloy & Steve Finney 
    and Jo Lindahl, rq. by Petrick Family and Vito Zotto, rq. 
    by Ted Grekowicz & Dolores Grekowicz 
 
10:30AM    Art Heintz, rq. by Magafas Family and Genevieve    
    Wawrzonek, rq. by Creekside Family & other friends   
    and Genevieve Marco, rq. by Bill & Mary Ann McGovern 
   
12:00 PM    People of St. Francis 
  
Monday, September 24 
7:45 AM   Gerardo David, rq. by David Vales, Belicano Family 
    
Tuesday, September 25 
 7:45 AM Carol Lee, rq. by Gene Tenuta & Jean Murphy and for  
   Health and Blessings for Mary Rita Wish, rq. by Joseph 
   & Carol Carone 
 
Wednesday, September 26 
 7:45 AM   Jim Mangan, rq. by Gerry Gray and for Joan  
    O’Sullivan’s 90th Birthday, rq. by Maria Elena Poponik 
     
Thursday, September 27 
 7:45 AM  Tom Touhy, rq. by Family and Mary Hellmann, rq. by  
   Family 
 
Friday, September 28 
 7:45 AM   People of St. Francis 
 
Saturday, September 29 
5:15 PM   Richard Prosser, rq. by Patricia Prosser and Frances & 
    Angelo Scianni, rq. by Mike & Karen Scianni and Phyllis 
    Caneva, rq. by The Bochenek Family 
 
Sunday, September 30 
7:30 AM   Alan R. Hunt, rq. by Sister, Kathleen Matthews and   
    Melania Platos, rq. by Greg & Barb Kaczmarczyk &   
    Family and Vivian Langevin, rq. by Rick & Millie  
    Kluchenek 
 
9:00 AM    Bob Przybysz, rq. by Jerry & Kay Saletta and Paul   
    Pustelnik, rq. by the Bakutic Family and Don Gray, rq.  
    by John & Virginia Zbos 
 
10:30AM    Rosalie Whalen, rq. by Biggio Family and Joseph Czuk, 
    rq. by Family and Genevieve Wawrzonek, rq. by Mike,  
    Mary Ann & Sarah McKevitt 
   
12:00 PM    People of St. Francis 
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We joyfully welcome  
the following 
child into our  

Christian Community: 

September 16, 
2018 

Robert Francis 
Lucio III 

Son of Robert Jr. & 
Kelly (Lynch) Lucio 

 

Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

 

CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH (CRHP)  
30 HOUR EXPERIENCE: 

 
MEN'S CRHP - FEB. 16 & 17, 2019 

WOMEN'S CRHP - MARCH 2 & 3, 2019 
 

Please pray for the men and women that God is nudging to 
come to this awesome experience of prayer, renewal, com-

munity and deepening one's relationship with Jesus!   
 

IS GOD NUDGING YOU????? 

  Sept. 29 
5:15 PM 

Sept. 30 
7:30 AM 

Sept. 30 
9:00 AM 

Sept. 30 
10:30 AM 

Sept. 30 
12:00 PM 

  
Presider Rev. Artur Sowa Rev. Artur Sowa Rev. Artur Sowa Rev. Rich Young Rev. Rich Young 

Deacon Daniel Carroll Michael Pindelski Michael Pindelski Mike Kiley Mike Kiley 

Sacristan Valerie Piazza Dolores 
Grekowicz 

Cynthia 
Bennecke Marjorie Curran Adrianne 

Wieczorek 

Lector 

William Farrell 
(1) 
Martin Terpstra 
(2) 
 

Richard Klein (1) 
Gerald Saletta 
(2) 
 (sub requested) 
 

Patricia Flynn (1) 
Brian Whiteford 
(2) 
 

Michelle Whalen 
(1) 
 (sub requested) 
Elena Reklaitis 
(2) 

Nancy Palacz (1) 
VOLUNTEER 
NOW (2) 
 
 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Beth Bruozis 
Robert Carlo 
Victoria Carlo 
Daniel Carroll 
Carol Funk 
H. Paul Harms 
Lorraine Marten-
son 
Peter Piazza 
Valerie Piazza 
Rev. Artur Sowa 
John Zubik 
Sandra Zubik 
 

Steve Alessi 
David Burns 
Lisa Freisleben 
Patricia Grasso 
Dolores 
Grekowicz 
Eileen McCarthy 
James Pedersen 
Michael Pindelski 
Rev. Artur Sowa 
Dominic Zam-
buto 
 
 

Mary Burmeister 
William Carroll 
Thomas Cech 
Joan Giorgetti 
Rosemary Ja-
nuszyk 
Marilyn Nelson 
Michael Pindelski 
Casimir (Casey) 
Pytel 
Sheila Ramsey 
Kim Reid 
Rev. Artur Sowa 
Mary Vaas 

Richard Bonetti 
Michael Curran 
Wendy Freer 
Mary Greenan 
George Kaminski 
Mike Kiley 
Karen Koehler 
Jacqueline 
Magafas 
Sharon Moe 
Cynthia Patrick 
David Trzesniew-
ski 
Rev. Rich Young 

Diane Budz 
Carlene Catalano 
Cathy Kara 
Mike Kiley 
Regina Knapp 
Marcia Pavela 
John Wator 
Adrianne 
Wieczorek 
Thomas 
Wieczorek 
Rev. Rich Young 
 
 

Altar Server 

Giuliana Cisek 
 (sub requested) 
Aaron Vales 
Ronan Vales 
 

Mark Freisleben 
 (sub requested) 
Nicole Freisleben 
Julia Malysz 
 

Kathleen John-
son 
Brett Laird 
Amanda 
Mackowiak 

Matthew Sevik 
Jack Tobin 
VOLUNTEER 
NOW 
 

Alexis Elizondo 
Gianna Elizondo 
Nicholas Eli-
zondo 
 

Usher 

Cathy 
Arzbaecher (HU) 
James 
Arzbaecher 
Renee Farrell 
Lee Springer 
 
 
 
 

Bud Wyman 
(HU) 
Mary Ann Wy-
man 
John Coyle 
Joann O'Dea 
 
 
 
 

Greg Gervais 
(HU) 
Keith Nelson 
Diane Mackowi-
ak 
Cynthia 
Bennecke 
 
 
 

Kevin Whalen 
(HU) 
 (sub requested) 
Jeffrey Whalen 
 (sub requested) 
Janet Fifer 
Gregory Fifer 
 
 
 

Jay Modelski 
(HU) 
Mike Olk 
 (sub requested) 
Marianne Laff 
VOLUNTEER 
NOW 
VOLUNTEER 
NOW 
VOLUNTEER 
NOW 

An Evening of Mental 
Health Awareness 

Thursday, October 11  
at 7:00 PM 

St. Damian School Hall  
5300 W. 155th Street, 

Oak Forest IL 
 
 

St. Damian Mental 
Health Awareness  

Support Group is host-
ing An Evening of 

Mental Health Aware-
ness featuring Sr. Mary 

Frances Seeley, 
OFM.  Sr. Mary has had 
over 20 years of experi-
ence with the effects of 
mental illness on indi-

viduals and fami-
lies.  She is the founder 
of the Upper Room Cri-
sis Hotline where calls 

come in from all 50 
states and 18 foreign 

countries. Upper Room 
volunteers take be-
tween 500 to 1,000 

calls a month from indi-
viduals of every reli-
gious background in-
cluding Catholic, Jew-

ish, Protestant, Muslim, 
agnostic and self-

identified atheists.  Sr. 
Mary has had over 20 
years of experience 

with the effects of men-
tal illness on individuals 
and families.  There is 
no cost or registration 

necessary to attend this 
event.   

For information call 
708.687.1370. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church build-
ing.  The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, 
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed 
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays.  The Eucharistic 
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day.  The Chapel is 
located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone:  460-0042 Fax:  460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant:  Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists:  Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Eric Franklin, Michael Higgins, 
Kevin Moe, Ryan Reid 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Phone:  460-0155, 
Fax:  460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 
(mkrzyminski@...) 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
Phone:  708-403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)   
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
BULLETIN 
Editor:  Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send 
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office. 
 
PARISH LIBRARY           
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library  
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY: 5:15 PM  SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY:  7:45 AM 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the 
Religious Education Center.  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Saturday sessions meet 
from 8:30—10:00 a.m.  Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sun-
days during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th 
grade, September-April.  Call 708-460-0155 for more information.   
 
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary 
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis.  For registration 
information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 

Become a Catholic 
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested 
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042. 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday, 
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass.  Those of advanced age or suf-
fering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.   
 
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital.  Please call 460-0042. 

 
Baptisms 

Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 1:30.  Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to 
make arrangements.  A baptismal conference will be set up with the 
parents.   
 

Marriages 
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance 
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church 
date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more de-
tails. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and 
Lent.  Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 

 
Registration 

You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a 
registration form which is found in Church.   
 

Boundaries 
North:  135th St.     South:  183rd St.  

West:  Will-Cook Road      
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St. 

104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St. 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mak1950@sbcglobal.net) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com)  
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