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31st 
Sunday  
in  
Ordinary  
Time

 
The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are  
guided by the Holy 
Spirit  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 
 Pastor’s Morsels & Tidbits 

Notes on the Scripture  
The moon is a far cry from the sun in more ways than one. It is not a fiery orb that emits 
heat and light but a cold satellite that simply reflects the light it receives from elsewhere. 
That’s on one side, anyway. The other side is in shadow. 
 
That makes the moon an apt metaphor for the religious person. We don’t generate truth, 
light, and love on our own but reflect what comes from God. Of ourselves we can do noth-
ing. And whatever part of us fails to turn to God remains in darkness, hidden and danger-
ous. Those who have avowed themselves as religious people—by ge ng bap zed, going 
to church, going through the mo ons of the spiritual life, iden fying in public as Catholic, 
even hanging the rosary from the rearview mirror—are declaring in effect: This is what it 
means to follow Christ. Watch me. This is how it’s done. The responsibility for say-
ing yes, yes, and doing no, no, is serious of course, as Jesus teaches elsewhere. How much 
more confusing is it for highly visible religious people—those in leadership roles—to pre-
sent themselves as God’s representa ves and then to fail to live up to their obliga ons? 
 
Today’s Psalm 131 is the perfect prayer for ins lling the proper spirit. It’s also short and 
easy to memorize, which makes it a portable reminder when we’re tempted to arrogance. 
If we strive to be model moons, reflec ng the glow of divine love to those around us, we’ll 
join the ranks of the many lights who’ve gone before us and now wear that halo perma-
nently. 
 
Liturgical themes and feasts 
November can feel like a very “American” month. Elec on Day (7—not as big a deal as last 
year) is followed by Veterans Day (11), Thanksgiving (23), and Na ve American Heritage 
Day (24). Chris an businessmen started Na onal Bible Week (19-24) just before Pearl Har-
bor in 1941. FDR promoted it every November therea er. We honor two U.S. saints: 
Mother Francis Xavier Cabrini (13), who took great pride in becoming a ci zen of her 
adopted country, and Mother Rose Philippine Duchesne (18), whose heart was as wide as 
the fron er where she served. Also in November, the church year finds its end this month, 
res ng in Christ the King (26). Happy Celebra ons Everyone!!! 
 
Sabba cal Update 
I men oned in previous weeks that I am planning my sabba cal from Jan through June 
2018. The main reason for this sabba cal is to be able to grow and develop even more as 
a person, a priest and a pastor. To be er prepare for the program I am par cipa ng in 
the review process and I want to invite all of you, parishioners of SFA, to take part of it. 
The survey can be easily accessed by going to the Archdiocese’s web page (h ps://
www.archchicago.org/) and clicking on Offices and Ministries on the top panel. This will 
bring you to an alphabe cal lis ng of offices. Under ‘M’, select Ministerial Evalua on. You 
will then be directed to the Ministerial Evalua on webpage. In the middle of the page, you 
will find “360 Catholic Leadership review for priests”. The survey is available in English, 
Spanish, and Polish. Click on the word ‘Link’ next to your appropriate language to access 
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This week at St. Francis 

♦ A.A. Meeting, 7:30 pm (NR) 

Friday, November 10 

♦ NCYC Sending Mass, 10:30 am (CH, SFR) 
♦ NCYC Pack the Chapel, 6:00 pm (SFC) 

Sunday, November 12 

♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 8:30 am (SFC) 
♦ Marian Movement, 10:15 am (NR) 
♦ Fourth Grade Mass Lession, 4:30 pm (U) 
♦ Fourth Grade Family Mass & Coffee And…, 5:15 pm 

(CH, GR) 

Saturday, November 11 

♦ Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 am (GR) 
♦ 7th Grade Catholic Action Workshop, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Book of Matthew, Session 1, 7:00 pm (SFC) 
♦ Knights of Columbus, 7:00 pm (GR) 

Wednesday, November 08 

♦ 7th Grade Catholic Action Workshop (SFC) 
♦ Book of Matthew, Session 1, 8:30 am (SFC) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades K-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Catholic Charities, 7:00 pm (NR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 4-8, 7:00 pm (SFC) 
♦ Finance Council, 7:30 pm (GR) 

Tuesday, November 07 

♦ Adult Faith Formation, 7:00 pm (NR) 
♦ Helping Hands, 7:00 pm (GR) 
♦ Respect Life Presentation, 7:00 pm (UH) 

Thursday, November 09 

♦ St. Peregrine Novena, 7:00 pm (CH) 

Monday, November 06 

Thanksgiving Coffee And… 
November 23  
Details, page 5 

Christmas 
Outreach 
Tags 
Available 
Nov. 25, 26 
Details, page 11 

Details, page 10 
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You are Invited to Cardinal Joseph Bernardin  
FSA 7th ANNUAL LADIES’ NIGHT OUT VENDOR FAIR 

 
WHEN: Friday, November 10 

 

TIME: 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm 
 

WHERE: St. Julie Billiart Parish Devine Center, 7399 W. 159th Street, Tinley Park  
 

BRING A FRIEND ALL ARE WELCOME!  
(over 21 event)   

 
Shop jewelry, handbags, candles, crafts, food products & more.   

Guests bring an appetizer or desert to share, BYOB. 
RAFFLES ALL NIGHT!   

 
Please bring a donation for the local Ronald McDonald House at Advocate Children’s Hospital. 

(Visit www.RMHCCNI.org for “wish list” (suggestions) 

SIMBANG GABI MEETING 
 

All parishioners willing to participate in the  
Simbang Gabi at St. Francis Parish,  

please attend the meeting  
at 11801 Long Run Drive, Orland Park, on  

Sunday, November 12, 2017  
at 2:00-4:00 pm. 

Helpful Outreach for 
People seeking  

Employment (HOPE) 
Ministry  

 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, 

November 7, 2017 at 
7:00 PM in the St. Eliza-
beth Seton Church Hall  

 
Topic: “Job Search Pro 
Tips”  
 
Paul Cameron, President 
of DriveStaff, an IT Search 
Firm, and Founder of 
SpeedUpMyJob-
Search.com uncovering 
new pro tips for job seek-
ers to develop warm leads 
from their current network. 
 
Think you’ve tried every-
thing already? You haven’t 
tried this! You’ll learn 
search tactics that most 
RECRUITERS don’t even 
know about! Join us to see 
just how much easier your 
job search can be.  
 
The HOPE Employment 
Support Ministry is open 
to everyone. All our ser-

Dear Friends, 
 
On October 25th, in the 
year 2017, we gathered 
once again at St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish Church to 
celebrate our God in 
whom we live and breathe 
and have our being.  It 
happened that word had 
gotten around that this 
very lowly Sr. Dolores 
reached 60 ears in the 
religious community – 
Helpers of the Holy Souls. 
 
The Mass readings were 
prepared by Sr. Gael, 
read by Bobbi Mangan. 
Myself and Dolores 
Grekowicz brought the 
gifts of bread and wine to 
Fr Artur, the Celebrant.  I 
was invited to stand be-
fore all of you to receive 
your blessing. 
 
After Mass and much 
hugging and kissing those 
able to gather in the Great 
Room for coffee and… 
with conversation and 
then a clean-up too.  We 

each departed to continue 
on our day’s journeying. 
I shared with my home-
bound person, Chris, all 
that took place in Church 
and even some goodies, 
left over from our gather-
ing. 
 
I brought home a great 
many envelopes having 
within them greetings and 
encouraging words with 
gifts of money along with 
the names of persons who 
celebrated with me.  Thus, 
I come to say a GRAND 
THANK YOU to each of 
you celebrating with me on 

this morning.  My re-
sponse to each of you is a 
Mass of Thanksgiving in 
our Marian Village chapel 
offered for your intentions 
on Friday, November 24th 
at 9:00 AM. 
 
This older religious sister 
now once again says: 
“Thank you” and blessing 
of God upon you and your 
loved ones, too. An unfor-
gettable morning for me 
and hopefully for you too 
as we continue morning 
Mass as St. Francis of 
Assisi. 

~ Sr. Dolores 
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vices, to both job seekers 
and employers, are free 
of charge. Our monthly 
meetings consist of net-
working, resume review, 
guest speakers and open 
forums.  
 
Need a resume tuned 
up? Send your resume to 
Lee Junkans at 
ajunkans@aol.com and 
then come to the next 
meeting to receive feed-
back and discuss sug-
gestions.  
 
Employers and HOPE 
Alumni: We ask that you 
please share job open-
ings with us. Send your 
staffing needs to mlsip-
ple@comcast.net , and 
they will be distributed to 
those who attend our 
monthly meetings. 

 

The Social Committee at St. Francis  
invites you to  

Polar Express movie and pizza. 
 

When:  November 25th 2017 after 5:15pm mass 
Where:  Downstairs in Upton Hall 

 
All children are invited to come in their pajamas and bring their 

sleeping bags and/or blanket to watch. 
Tickets go on sale after all masses the weekends of 

November 11th/12th and 18th/19th.   
Last year we had sound difficulties.  That has been rectified! 

Ticket prices are: 
Children 2 and under are free 

Children 3 through 13 are $3.00 per child 
Ages 14 through adult are $5.00 per person 

 
Price includes pizza, popcorn, pop, coffee, ice cream and a visit from 

someone very special!  Ho Ho Ho! 
 

Questions please call:  Laurie Arredondo 478-7113 

 

Thanksgiving Coffee And...  
will take place in the Great 
Room, immediately after  
Thanksgiving mass.   

Please bring something to share to the 
Great Room before mass. 

 

Inviting ALL past CRHP participants to join us up on the hill (St. Francis Center)  
after 5:15 mass on Saturday, November 18  

(6:00 -9:00 PM) for some wine and cheese and camaraderie.  
 

It will be a good time to rekindle some friendships and memories of your CRHP  
experience.  An RSVP to tapefast@aol.com (John Wator) for this event. 
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“Heavenly Father…If it be your will, bless those who are pursu-
ing adoption, …and send them a child to love.” 

 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Ac vi es 

Novena to St. Joseph: For Those on the Path of Adop on”  
(Originally published in the 2016-17 Respect Life Resource Guide) 

How to Stay Centered in Holiday Chaos 
 
The holidays are exciting--and stressful.  Join us for a neuroscience-informed 
talk to learn how your brain responds to stress and what science-based strate-
gies can help protect your brain in the midst of the holiday frenzy.  It's a science-
based way of promoting peace and healing in a hectic world.  The talk, led by 
Dr. Julia DiGangi, will introduce you to the latest that brain science has to offer 
in an engaging and easy-to-understand way.    
 
Thursday, November 30, 7:00-8:30 pm in the Great Room.  Please call the 
office, 460-0042 to register. 
 
Dr. Julia DiGangi is a clinical psychologist and brain researcher. She completed her residency at Harvard 
Medical School. Her area of expertise is stress and the brain. In her capacity as the president of Neuro-
Health Partners, Dr. DiGangi educates professionals and the public on the neuroscience of brain health.  
Known for her compelling, funny and relatable communication style, Dr. DiGangi is a liaison between the 
complex research world and the public, teaching people about their brains 

 

The St. Francis Book Club meets the third  
Tuesday of most months, in the Niehaus Room. 

Our next meeting is:   
 

Tuesday, Nov. 21 at 1:00 PM  
 

We will discuss:   
“A Gentleman in Moscow,”  

by, Amor Towles 
 
 

Please join us! 
We will not meet in December. 

St. Francis Book Club 
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St. Francis Confirmation candidates helping to feed the hungry of the world at Feed My Starving Children in 
Aurora, IL. We packed enough meal bags to feed 128 children for a year!!! We are the hands and heart of 
Jesus in this world serving others. Feed My Starving Children is open to the public. Register online at 
www.fmsc.org and take your family! 

Thank you to everyone who supported us through 
the Taffy Apple and Popcorn sale.  Thank you to 
Chris Strolia for coordinating.  Thank you to John 
Franklin owner of Fuzziwigs for supplying us with 
the popcorn.  Thank you again John Stefanos of 
Cupid Candies for the great apples.  Stop in their 
stores for more great treats. 
 

 NCYC , the National Catholic Youth Conference 
is a biennial event to come together as one 

Church, to celebrate our faith, pray together, 
and listen to God’s Call. 

Mission Trip Update 
 

Welcome aboard Lisa 
Enguita.  Lisa’s Hus-
band, Bob joined us 
last year, and his en-
thusiasm has encour-
aged Lisa to join in 
the fun, the work, and 
the reward.   
 
We are still looking 
for a second  female 
leader, 21 years old 
or older who will help 
prepare for the mis-
sion trip and partici-
pate for the week.   
 
There are only six 
reserved spots re-
maining, if your inter-
ested, register 
A.S.A.P. 

Sunday 
November 12,  

6:00 PM at  
St. Francis of  

Assisi in the  
Religious Ed  

Center  
 

Pack the Chapel! 
 

Prepare your heart 
through prayer.   

Prepare for school 
Prepare for work 
Prepare for what 
God has Called  

you to do. 

Teen Mass          
Witness 

Pizza   
            

Praise and Worship   
All SSYMA Parishes invited 

All Teens Welcome 
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Adult Faith Formation 

AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 

The room with many names.  
 
The Brides Room. The 
room at the South West cor-
ner of the building was, in 
the original plan, called the 
Brides room. The purpose 
was to provide a place for 
the bride and her attendants 
to gather before the wed-
ding. This way the groom 
would not see his bride be-
fore the wedding and the 
bride and her attendants 
could make last minute 
makeup adjustments. This 
room is still used for that 
purpose. 
 
The Multi-Purpose Room.  
After a number of months 
using the new facility, it soon 
became clear that space 
needed to be provided for 
other parish activities. This 
room was great for small 
meetings; prayer groups; 
Christ Renew His Parish 
team meetings; and other 
groups that required a level 
of privacy.  And so for many 
years it came to be called 
the multipurpose room.  
However, the large mirror on 
one wall (for the bride) 
seemed out of place in a 
meeting room.   

 
The Diane Niehaus Room.  
In September 2015, I re-
ceived a call from Dan 
Niehaus.  He informed me 
that his mother had died that 
morning. She was visiting 
him in Ohio.   I could not 
have been more shocked. 
After I retired, I only saw 
Diane infrequently.   Those in 
the office said she looked 
weak the days before she left 
for Ohio.  She had only told 
her son and husband of her 
recent diagnosis of stage 
four cancer.   
 
Diane served the parish 
since our first days.  First, as 
the volunteer chair of the art 
and environment committee. 
She assisted in setting up 
the environment at the Wor-
ship Center for years begin-
ning with our first mass.  
Later, she worked   part time 
as coordinator for our first 
capital campaign.  Later, she 
was hired as business man-
ager. 
These months I have been 
sharing the challenges that 
were part of the planning and 
construction of our church.  
As a parishioner, she was a 
member of the building com-

THOUGHTS  By, Pat Depcik 

How fortunate for anyone 
else who listened and 
learned.   
 
Vestments? Who knew?  
The alb, the cincture the 
stole and the chasuble now 
are meaningful to me be-
cause they have meaning.   

I mentioned before about 
the importance of personal 
contact.  As it happened, Fr. 
Steve did a demonstration 
mass recently for 3rd grad-
ers and their families on a 
Sunday. 
 
Actually, I think that it was 
for more than just the stu-
dents because there was a 
lot for me to learn that Sun-
day.  
 
When I grew up, and was in 
a Catholic grammar school, 
we went to mass every 
school day as well as Sun-
day. 
  
The priest had his back to 
us at the altar and when we 
received the Eucharist, 
there was a railing between 
us. Our responses were 
said in Latin.  
 
Those of you in my age 
group should remember 
(because it was drummed 
into our heads) these partic-
ulars:  Dominus vobiscum, 
Et cum spiritu tuo, and how 
about the Pater Noster, 
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, 
and Oremus.  
 
What were we saying?    If 
you asked, the answer was, 
“It’s a mystery.” 
 
How fortunate the children 
in 3rd grade were when they 
were given the opportunity 
to stand at the altar  and 
listen to both an explanation 
of the Eucharistic Rite and 
watch it happen at eye-
level.   
 

So, I thank Father Steve 
and welcome any other 
explanations of things in 
which we have participated 
just because we were there. 
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mittee. Upon completion, she 
worked with the development 
committee on the capital 
campaign.    
 
I am overlooking much of 
what she did because it is 
difficult to name her many 
responsibilities.     Diane 
worked with dedication and 
competence. Above all she 
had a great love for St. 
Francs. She was rooted in 
faith. 
 
Fr. Artur, in consultation with 
the staff, wanted to create a 
memorial to recognize her 

ministry.  In 2016 the Brides 
Room, Multi-purpose room, 
was given a new name: The 
Diane Niehaus Room. In 
honor of this dedication, the 
room was painted; new fur-
nishings,  and window treat-
ments were installed.  It was 
a beautiful redo and so ap-
propriate.   
    
The dedication plaque, out-
side the room, summarizes 
her work.  This naming is a 
fitting public recognition of 
her dedication to St. Francis; 
a well-deserved memorial.   
 

I was grateful to Fr. Artur for 
taking this step.  
 
I admit I was uneasy about 
this dedication.  Not because 
Diane did not deserve this 
recognition, she did. But I 
know in my years as pastor, 
there were many who were 
devoted and worked hard.  
We don’t have enough 
rooms.  
 
Thanks to all who have given 
so much especially our em-
ployees, past and present 
who remain unnamed but are 
sincerely appreciated. 
 

My name is Tim McCormick 
and my wife Linda and I have 
been parishioners of St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish since 
2002.  We have four children; 
John, Hannah, Ally and 
Ethan.   
 
We feel blessed to be part of 
the St. Francis family.  We 
truly have a warm, friendly 
and generous Catholic com-
munity that welcomes all and 
shares our faith through so 
many outreach programs.  
Linda and I have been in-
volved in several ministries 
here at St. Francis and have 
thoroughly enjoyed each and 
every one, always forming 
new friendships along the 
way. 
 
For some time now, I have 
discussed the diaconate vo-
cation with Linda and parish 
spiritual leaders.  We have 
always been active members 
of the Catholic Church and 
practiced a strong belief in 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
traditions of our faith.  We are 
firm believers that as the 
laity, we owe it to our church 
to volunteer and participate 
actively in the ministries of 
our parish.  I grew in my love 
of Christian Community 
through various outreach 
programs; however I always 
felt that I should be doing 
more; more to strengthen my 
faith and more to spread the 

good news of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.   
 
In 2004, I first spoke to Fr. Ed 
about the diaconate vocation.  
At the time, I was employed 
by the U.S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ) as a Special 
Agent.  Linda was extremely 
busy with our four kids and we 
honestly did not see how we 
could both commit to the time 
requirements of the four year 
Institute for Diaconal Studies 
(IDS) Program.   
 
Still, I constantly felt the de-
sire and nurturing to seek a 
closer relationship with God 
and my church.  I retired from 
the DOJ in 2011, after a twen-
ty-four year career and as-
sumed a corporate security 
position in private industry.   
 
After settling in to my new 
career, with our children get-
ting older, we decided to an-

swer the calling 
that I felt in my 
heart and apply to 
the IDS Program.  
What attracted me 
to the diaconate is 
a vocation which 
allows me to serve 
the Lord and my 
church; a means to 
strengthen my un-
derstanding of Ca-
tholicism and be-
come a better disci-
ple of Jesus Christ.  
I believe in service 

and the diaconate to me is a 
vocation of service to God 
and his people. 
 
I look forward to occasionally 
sharing with you our experi-
ence as we progress through 
the diaconate formation.   Our 
class of twenty seven men 
and their wives is one of the 
largest classes ever in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago.   
 
I thank you in advance for 
your support and prayers and 
please know that the family of 
St. Francis and particularly 
those mentioned in our Book 
of Prayers are in our daily 
intentions. I ask that you keep 
us in your prayers as we con-
tinue this journey of disciple-
ship.  I am grateful for your 
support and encouragement.    
 
Peace. 

DIACONATE TRAINING  By, Tim McCormick 
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Thanksgiving  Food Drive 
 

The Helping Hands Committee will sponsor a Thanksgiving Food Drive on Saturday, November 
18th; Sunday, November 19th and on Thanksgiving Day, November 23th benefitting: 
 

Orland Township Food Pantry serves approxmently 300 families monthly and the same at 
Christmas. 
 

St. Philip Neri Parish Food Pantry serves many families monthly in the South Shore, the 
largest community of subsidized rental housing in the Chicago metropolitan area. 
 

St. Francis of Assisi St. Vincent De Paul Society  
 

Donations of food and money will be collected at the parish van/trailer parked near the front en-
trance of the church. Please help us aid those who truly need food.  Your support will have a 
huge impact on their lives.  Simply pull up and a Helping Hands committee member will assist 
you. Thank you for your generosity. 

St. Francis of Assisi Youth Group 
Mission Trip Reflection 
by, Cara Winters 
 
This year we went to Tennessee which was new for most of us. We have been    
traveling North so we voted to go down South and it was the best mission trip 
yet. This was my third and possibly last Mission Trip. I would just like to thank 
Matt and all the adult volunteers who came this year. Toni has been my driver for 
the past 2 years now and she’s just awesome in every way. Carrie is so goofy 
but so kind hearted. Greg has the most optimistic guy I have ever meet and truly 
is a role model to me. Bob was new this year but is a very sweet and hardwork-
ing man. Matt pulled this whole thing off and even through some struggles, gave 
us another great mission trip.  
 
The reason I come back every year is for the service but, most importantly the re-
lationships you make. You get to become closer with your youth group through the long car rides and sleeping just a 
couple feet away from each other for a week. When you have awesome parent volunteers like Toni and Carrie in your 
room you know you’re in for a real treat. Every night when getting ready for bed we would all share our days’ worth of 
activates and such. On our last night, we did facials in our room and laughed about how goofy we all looked. Memo-
ries like that stick with you forever and make you forever friends. Also with your service provider and other people 
from the U.S. while doing your service. After you leave Catholic Heart it’s amazing to stay in connect with the people 
you have meet. You get to meet so many amazing people and hear all their stories and sometimes you might even 
get the chance to see them again at another Catholic Heart. 
 
This year I was at a home of an 85-year-old blind man, Mr. Morrow, helping fix and repair the outside of his house. My 
group was very dedicated to fixing what we had and going the extra mile to make sure everything was perfect. He 
needed a new wheel chair ramp, trees and bushes taken out and the outside needed to be painted a fresh new color. 
Over the 4 days of working we got to know Mr. Morrow and his grandkids living there. We knew we had a hard week 
in front of us but the faces of Mr. Morrow and those kids helped us get through and push to finish in our deadline and 
we accomplished more than we could ever imagine. It’s amazing how just 4 days you can change some ones’ life for-
ever and leave a good lasting impression of yourself and the Catholic Heart organization. Catholic Heart is one of my 
Favorite organizations. They plan everyday filled with activities from 6am till 10pm. Your blowup mattress that deflates 
nightly has never felt so good after a long day of work. 
 
 The lesson I take out of Catholic Heart every year is never take what you have for granted. The people you help have 
slim to nothing and when you do as little as a fresh coat of paint you can see the tears of joy in their eyes and to me 
that’s what it’s all about. If you ever get the chance to go on a mission trip go, take the chance and go, it will change 
your life and give you a whole new outlook on life. 
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Each Christmas the families of 
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish 
have followed the example of 
Christ to love and serve one 
another. We remember not 
only sharing our blessings with 
the people we love, but also with those less 
fortunate; the hungry, the poor, and those fac-
ing the challenges to overcome life’s difficul-
ties. Let us, as a parish, share God’s blessings 
this Christmas to assist our fellow man, espe-
cially those in need of our help and prayers.  
 
The Christmas Outreach Program supports: 
 
· St. Agatha Sharing Tree, purchasing Christ-
mas gifts for 400 people.    

· St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Charities  
Committee programs: Providing and serving 
Suppers and assisting Children in need.  

· Dinners at Bishop Goedert Residence to 
honor US Veterans and Seniors  

· Women Crisis Center and Courage Program 
supporting life. 

· Hunger Relief Programs     

· St Vincent de Paul directly assisting parish-
ioners of Saint Francis of Assisi. 

“For it is in giving that we receive” 
  
Gift Tags available November 25 & 26    
RETURN WRAPPED GIFT WITH TAG  
On December 9 & 10   
  

Helping Hands Committee of Saint Francis  
of Assisi.  Questions: Please call Susan or 

Frank 708-349-4777 

26th Annual Christmas 
Outreach Appeal 2017 
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Sunday, November 05 
7:30 AM    Jean & Marguerite Abt and Charles & Madeleine  
     Pelicant and Valentine & Adele Bay, Laura Desimpel  
     and Frances Umporowicz, rq. by Mr. & Mrs. Emil    
     Skorup      

9:00 AM    Ray Zielinski, rq. by Rosemary & Stephen Zielinski and 
     Family and John Boblak, rq. by Steve & Rose  
     Michalski and Don Gray, rq. by Dave & Mary Burns 
 

10:30 AM   People of St. Francis 
    

12:00 PM   David Goldberg, rq. by Trisha Goldberg and Jean Di  
     Pentima, rq. by Kay Cernak and Carol Dombrowski, rq. 
     by Mr. & Mrs. James Cuci 
 
Monday, November 06 
7:45 AM    Scott Whisson, rq. by Whisson Family and Barbara B 
     Boscarino, rq. by Family and Bernadette Walters, rq.  
     by Thomas McKeon 
      
Tuesday, November 07 
7:45 AM  Daniel O’Rourke, rq. by Sally O’Rourke and James   
   Rendell, rq. by Cindy & Mark Bennecke 
 
Wednesday, November 08 
7:45 AM    William Francis Hickey, rq. by Family 
      
Thursday, November 09 
7:45 AM    Patrick Haenselaar, rq. by Rita Costanzo 
 
Friday, November 10 
7:45 AM    Jim Gaughan and Susan Cava, rq. by Joe March and  
     Bill Callaghan, rq. by Thursday Friends 
 
Saturday, November 11 
5:15 PM    Barbara Boscarino, rq. by Family and Simon Family,   
     rq. by Czuk Family and Steve Kulbieda, rq. by Ray &  
     Marian Peregoy 
        
Sunday, November 12 
7:30 AM    Anrita Owens, rq. by Irene & Ray Weaver and Samuel  
     Ceriale, rq. by Charlene Ostrowski and Art Kennelly,   
     rq. by Bernie & Sue Flanagan      

9:00 AM    Schweiger & Norris Families, rq. by The Families and 
     James & Alice Murphy, rq. by The Family and  
     Stanislaw Borek, rq. by Maria Borek & Family  
 

10:30 AM   Stefan Nowak (14th Anniversary) and Raymond     
     Branchaw, rq. by Ramona Branchaw and Adolfina    
     Stanek, rq. by Barb & Mick Basila 
    

12:00 PM   People of St. Francis 

 

Michael Boryczka 
Jim & Catherine Dillon 

Holly Fedor 
Kay Flanagan 
Sandy Gibson 
Jean Hornick 
Dr. Jim Kline 
Bill Lorden 

Sylvia Lukas 
Mike Michor 

Karen Mitera Panozzo 
Sharon Rohan 

Mary Ann Schillaci 
Vern Tuttle 
Vito Zotto 

Please pray for all who are sick and in need of healing, especially: 

 

 

Annie Marie Cooney 
 

Jeanne Wakefield 

With joy, we announce the marriage of... 
 Alex O’Donnell & Alyssa Marek 

October 28, 2017 
 
 

May your lives always be blessed  
with God’s love! 

Vicariate V Ministry Commission Sponsors 
THE FOUR C’S OF COLLABORATIVE MINISTRY 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017 from 1 to 3 pm  
at St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

15050 S. Wolf Rd. in Orland Park    708-460-0042 
or 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017 from 7 to 9 pm at 
Our Lady of the Woods Parish 

10731 W. 131st Street in Orland Park    708-361-4754 
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Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web  Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

 

 

Monday: Rom 11:29-36; Ps 69:30-31, 33-34, 
 36; Lk 14:12-14 
 
Tuesday: Rom 12:5-16b; Ps 131:1bcde-3;  
  Lk 14:15-24 
 
Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10; Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9;  
    Lk 14:25-33 
 
Thursday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6,  
  8-9; 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2: 
  13-22 
 
Friday: Rom 15:14-21; Ps 98:1-4; Lk 16:1-8 
 
Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Ps 145:2-5,  
  10-11; Lk 16:9-15 
 
Sunday: Wis 6:12-16; Ps 63:2-8; 1 Thes 4:13-
 18 [13-14]; Mt 25:1-13 

 
 

 

      
 .   

 

Sign Up Today:    

• Go to our website, www.sfaorland.org 
and press the “Donate Now” button  

• www.sfaorland.org and press the 
“Donate Now” button  

• You can also use the yellow form in your 
envelope packet 

• Call the office to sign up: 708-460-0042 

 10/29/17 Year to Date 

Budgeted $   23,065.00     $  415,170.00 

Collected $   22,259.00 $  420,396.00 

Net ($       806.00) $      5,226.00    

 Nov. 11 
5:15 PM (Mass) 

Nov. 12 
7:30 AM (Mass) 

Nov. 12 
9:00 AM (Mass) 

Nov. 12 
10:30 AM (Mass) 

Nov. 12 
12:00 PM (Mass) 

Presidor Artur Sowa Ed Upton Ed Upton Steven Dombrowski Steven Dombrowski 

Deacon VOLUNTEER NOW Michael Pindelski Mike Kiley Michael Pindelski John Donahue 

Sacristan Pamela England Olga Bartell Pamela Gervais Wendy Freer Adrianne Wieczorek 

Lector Jill Dwyer (1) 
James Walsh (2) 

Richard Klein (1) 
Alice Rzeszutko (2) 

Katharine Pytel (1) 
Brian Whiteford (2) 

Michelle Whalen (1) 
Rachel Weber (2) 

Tina Governale (1) 
Jacqueline Magafas (2) 

Eucharistic Minister 

Beth Bruozis 
Pamela England 
Carol Funk 
H. Paul Harms 
Barbara Petrick 
debi Ross 
Artur Sowa 
Susan Vari 
John Wator 
John Zubik 
Sandra Zubik 
VOLUNTEER NOW 

Olga Bartell 
Kathleen Boland 
Laurie Dolan 
Michael Doyle 
Patricia Doyle 
Bernard Flanagan 
Patricia Goldberg 
Sharon McCaffrey 
James Pedersen 
Ed Upton 

Steve Alessi 
Kathleen Biederman 
William Carroll 
Betty Devine 
Pamela Gervais 
Diane Heatter 
Mike Kiley 
Casimir (Casey) Pytel 
Sheila Ramsey 
Joseph Schweiger 
Judy Schweiger 
Ed Upton 

Susan Campagna 
 (sub requested) 
Steven Dombrowski 
Georgiann Dytrych 
Wendy Freer 
Mary Greenan 
George Kaminski 
Rob Klein 
Toni Klein 
Karen Koehler 
Alana Mitrovich 
Michael Pindelski 
Mary Vaas 

Steven Dombrowski 
John Donahue 
Patricia Flynn 
Cathy Kara 
Robert Long 
Linda McCormick 
Timothy McCormick 
Margaret Sabadosa 
Adrianne Wieczorek 
Thomas Wieczorek 

Altar Server 
Hailey Dwyer 
John Dwyer 
Anna Walsh 

Mark Freisleben 
Nicole Freisleben 
Amanda Mackowiak 

Brett Laird 
Jimmy Piko 
Katie Piko 

Chris Vittori 
Gabi Vittori 
Erica Winjum 

Kaylie Grossi 
Cecilia Kane 
Julia Malysz 

Usher 

Robert Adamowski (HU) 
Joe Sankey 
Teri Sankey 
Alice Rzeszutko 
Richard Rzeszutko 
Nancy Sullivan 

Jeffrey Belski (HU) 
Dominic Zambuto 
Martin Powers 
Diane Mackowiak 

George Kelley (HU) 
Kenneth Heatter 
Greg Gervais 
Oriano Pagnucci 
Peter Walsh 
 (sub requested) 
Richard Roberts 

Kevin Whalen (HU) 
Jeffrey Whalen 
Brian Whiteford 
 (sub requested) 
Lynn Pajon 
Jay Modelski 
John Glass 

Jerry Ondrus (HU) 
Joan Ondrus 
John Coyle 
Don (David) Hodson 
Rosalie Hodson 
Carrie Prendergast 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

The parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church build-
ing.  The parish offices are open from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday. Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, 
15010 Wolf Rd.— up the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed 
office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays.  The Eucharistic 
Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours a day.  The Chapel is 
located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone:  460-0042 Fax:  460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant:  Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists:  Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Andy Bakes, Joe Boyce, Eric 
Franklin, Michael Higgins 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Phone:  460-0155, 
Fax:  460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 
(mkrzyminski@...) 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
Phone:  708-403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)   
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
BULLETIN 
Editor:  Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
Submissions generally due 7-10 days in advance of publication. Send 
copy directly via email or leave in mailbox at parish office. 
 
PARISH LIBRARY           
In the Great Room there is a “SELF-SERVE” parish library  
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY: 5:15 PM  SUNDAY: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 , AND 12:00 AND MONDAY - FRIDAY:  7:45 AM 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education meets on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for Grades 1-8, at the 
Religious Education Center.  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Saturday sessions meet 
from 8:30—10:00 a.m.  Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sun-
days during the 9 & 10:30 a.m. masses for children 4-years-old to 4th 
grade, September-April.  Call 708-460-0155 for more information.   
 
The Joseph Cardinal Bernardin School, located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave., is the elementary 
Catholic regional school for parishioners of St. Francis.  For registration 
information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 

Become a Catholic 
R.C.I.A. - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested 
in becoming a Catholic, please contact the parish office at 460-0042. 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated every Monday, 
immediately after the 7:45 a.m. Mass.  Those of advanced age or suf-
fering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.   
 
The priests are available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital.  Please call 460-0042. 

 
Baptisms 

Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 1:30.  Prior to the Baptism, parents need to call the office to 
make arrangements.  A baptismal conference will be set up with the 
parents.   
 

Marriages 
Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance 
upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church 
date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more de-
tails. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and 
Lent.  Individual confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 

 
Registration 

You may become a registered member of the parish by completing a 
registration form which is found in Church.   
 

Boundaries 
North:  135th St.     South:  183rd St.  

West:  Will-Cook Road      
East: 108th Ave. - 135th St. - 153rd St. 

104th Ave. - 153rd St. - 183rd St. 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

REV. STEVEN DOMBROWSKI, Associate Pastor 
(sdombrowski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mak1950@sbcglobal.net) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 
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