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The St. Francis of 
Assisi community is 
a welcoming  
Christian family.   
 
We believe in Jesus 
Christ and are  
guided by the Holy 
Spirit  and the  
example of  
St. Francis.   
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to grow 
in the knowledge of 
our faith rooted in 
the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 

 

 
 Pastor’s Morsels & Tidbits 

Starting over in Advent 
The world around us has been getting Christmassy since the end of 
the summer, regrettably, so it seems very dark and Catholic of us to be fret-
ting about the end of the world at the start of Advent. And yet nothing could 
be timelier. We Christians do not simply commemorate the coming of Mary’s 
baby into the world in this season, but the everlasting promise of Jesus be-
ing with us, “lo, to the end of time.” Especially, we might add, at the end—
ours or everybody’s. The return of Jesus at the close of history or our return 
to Jesus on our dying day is a seamless garment of truth and an article of 
faith. For those who think the Apocalypse is too grim a subject for Advent, I’d 
say, “The end of suffering and evil and death itself is supposed to 
be good news!” 
 
So we start again, in Advent, with our eyes trained on the horizon of hope 
that will sustain us in those seasons when courage fails. With the gift of a 
whole season to prepare for good news—and isn’t our life just such a sea-
son?—we might consider what we’d do differently if we knew this was our 
last day. And then, consider further: Why not live that way every day? 
 
Advent Opportunity   
Advent is a special time of year to gain spiritual fruits, particularly peace and 
joy. This year, our parish is offering a new program specifically written to 
help Catholics prepare for Jesus’ birth as Mary did. It guides you through 
Mary’s experiences and encounters and sheds light on how they relate to 
our preparation for Christmas. This program is called Rejoice! Advent Medi-
tations with Mary. We will have the opportunity to share these engaging Mar-
ian Advent reflections in video and journal. Please check our bulletin/website 
for more details. 
 
St Agatha Christmas Tree Tags 
Every year around the holidays we try to share our blessings with St. Agatha 
Parish (our sharing parish) and so I invite you to consider taking a tag form 
our Christmas Tree and support a person or a family in need; keeping in 
mind the words of St. Francis “it is in giving that we receive”. Please, return 
the gifts on Dec. 15/16th. 
 
The Immaculate Conception Of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
Mary, being conceived without sin, is known by the title of the Immaculate 
Conception. Celebrating this feast reminds us of God’s intention not to con-
demn the human race but to redeem it. It also reminds us that with our coop-
eration, God can do tremendous things in and through us. Please, join us for 
Mass on Saturday, Dec. 8th at 9am. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS 

Monday, December 03 
♦ Catholic Charities Christmas Stocking Project 

after 7:45 am Mass and 7:00 pm (UH) 
♦ Rejoice, 7:00 pm (SFC) 
♦ Finance Council, 7:30 pm (GR) 
 
Tuesday, December 04 
♦ Companions on the Journey (recap), 7:00 pm 

(GR) 
 
Wednesday, December 05 
♦ Overeater’s Anonymous Meeting, 9:30 am (GR) 
♦ Religious Ed (A), Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Human Concerns Commission, 7:00 pm (NR) 
 
Thursday, December 06 
♦ Friends of St. Francis, 12:00 pm (UH) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
 
Friday, December 07 
♦ Rejoice, 8:30 am (GR) 
♦ PADS, 4:15 pm (Off Campus) 
♦ A.A. Meeting, 7:30 pm (NR) 
 
Saturday, December 08 
Feast of Immaculate Conception 
♦ Helping Hands Christmas Outreach GIFT RE-

TURN (Narthex) 
♦ Immaculate Conception Mass, 9:00 am (CH) 
♦ Religious E, Grades 1-8, 8:30 am (SFC) 
♦ Marian Movement, 10:00 am (NR) 
 
Sunday, December 09 
Second Sunday of Advent 
♦ Helping Hands Christmas Outreach GIFT RE-

TURN (Narthex) 
♦ Southwest Symphony Concert, 4:00 pm (CH) 

 
Feast of the Immaculate  

Conception 
 

Saturday, December 8th 
 

Mass at 9:00 AM 

All Companions on the Journey 
will meet Tuesday, Dec. 4  

in the Great Room at 7:00 pm. 
 

We will recap our  
experience of the journey 

and the 'next' steps. 
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Advent is a special time of year to gain spiritual 
fruits, particularly peace and joy. A special media-
tor of these graces is our Blessed Mother Mary. In 
her humanity, she responded with virtue in a spe-
cial way when the Lord Jesus entered into her life. 
Her response teaches us lessons that we can best 
learn from her in the history of salvation.  
 
Ascension offers a new program specifically writ-
ten to help Catholics prepare for Jesus’ birth as 
Mary did. It guides you through Mary’s experienc-
es and encounters and sheds light on how they 
relate to our preparation for Christmas. This pro-
gram is called Rejoice! Advent Meditations with 
Mary, from Fr. Mark Toups. It pairs thought-
provoking and meaningful meditations with beauti-
ful artwork and encouraging, inspirational videos.  
 
This year, we have the opportunity to share these 
engaging Marian Advent reflections in video and 
journal form through Ascension’s Rejoice! pro-
gram. It’s an opportunity to draw more intentionally 
into the season of Advent and to obtain the grace 
associated with Advent devotion.  
 
Morning and evening sessions will be offered. You 
may also participate on your own by going online. 
Advent Mission mornings will be held November 
30th, December 7th & 14th at 8:30 AM in the 
Great Room. Advent Mission evenings will be held 
November 26th, December 3rd & 10th at 7:00 PM 
in the St. Francis Center (up the hill). Rejoice jour-
nals will be available for purchase ($3.00 each) 
beginning November 3rd after all masses or 
through the parish office. 
 
Visit rejoiceprogram.com for more details. 

Care for the Caregiver 
Support Group 

  
Is this a support group for you?   If we 
peak behind the closed doors into the 
home of someone with an incapacitating 
illness, terminal disease or dementia, we 
get a glimpse of the challenges existing 
not only for the patient but also for the 
caregiver.   
 
Join us on the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the 
month from 1-2:30 in the Niehaus Room 
(enter through the main doors of the 
church.  If you have any questions regard-
ing this group, please call Char Klabacha 
at 708-349-5090 or Marie Flanagan at 708
-687-3351 or talk to Sister Gael.   PLEASE 
NOTE:  if  icy conditions exist or there is 
more than an inch of snow, the support 
group session is canceled. 

 

Christmas Stocking  
Assembly  

Monday, December 3, 2018 
 

Join us after the 7:45 am Mass and/or  
in the evening at 7:00 pm  

in Upton Hall  
 

All are welcome as we prepare  
Christmas stockings and gift bags  

for those in need. 
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“For it is in giving that we receive” 
 
Each Christmas the families of Saint Francis of Assisi Parish have fol-
lowed the example of Christ to love and serve one another. We remember 
not only sharing our blessings with the people we love, but also with those 
less fortunate; the hungry, the poor, and those facing the challenges to 
overcome life’s difficulties. Let us, as a parish, share God’s blessings this 
Christmas to assist our fellow man, especially those in need of our help 
and prayers.  
 
The Christmas Outreach Program supports: 
• St. Agatha Sharing Tree - purchasing Christmas gifts for 400 people.    
• St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Charities Committee programs: Serving Suppers and assisting 

Children in need.  
• Dinners at Bishop Goedert Residence for US Veterans and Seniors  
• Women Crisis Center and Courage Program. 
• Hunger Relief Programs     
• St Vincent de Paul assisting the parishioners of Saint Francis of Assisi. 

 
GIFT TAGS AVAILABLE TODAY   

 
We request only adults take a tag to insure gifts are returned.   

 
Children may assist in the selection with adult supervision. 

 
RETURN GIFT ON DECEMBER 8 & 9  

The next Creation Care Team Meeting is  
Monday, Dec. 10, 7-8:30pm, in the Gubbins Center 

(NE corner of 167th St. and 94th Ave.). 
All are invited. 

THIS WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP RECOMMENDATION: 
Reduce single-use plastic waste. It’s everywhere, 
growing dramatically and lasts 100’s of years. 40% of 
plastic is used once and tossed. Start simple. Focus on 
refusing plastic bags, water bottles, straws, cups, lids, 
utensils, dry cleaning bags, and take-out containers. 
Purchase and carry alternative reusable versions of 
those products. Let businesses know that you would like 
them to offer alternatives. Recycle what you do use- but 
know that 79% of plastic winds up in landfills. 

“I wish to repeat  
that the ecological 
crisis is a moral issue.” 

 —St. John Paul II 

  
  

Taking action to protect God’s great gift to us, 
Mother Earth 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to a very  
successful Thanksgiving Day Food Drive. Your  

generosity helped feed 1,800 families from Saint  
Philip Neri Parish and 300 families served by the  

Orland Township Food Pantry. 
 

We collected enough food to fill the parish van four-
fold and over $3,500. Thanks to all. 
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Simbang Gabi 2018 

Southwest Fil-Am Catholic Community 
Ihanda Ang Inyong Puso! 

  
Simbang Gabi is a Filipino Catholic Novena-

Tradition which celebrates a series of Nine Advent 
Evening Masses, that are meant to help Filipino-

Americans and other Catholics in the area intensify 
their Spiritual preparation for the grace-filled Cele-
bration of Christmas.  The nine Parish Hosts invite, 

persuade & inspire their Parishioners, families & 
friends to attend Simbang Gabi Mass each night. 

  
Prepare your heart for the coming of our  

savior, Jesus Christ! 

Saturday, 
Dec. 15 
7:00 PM 

St. Francis of Assisi, 15050 Wolf Rd., 
Orland Park, IL  60467 

Sunday, 
Dec. 16 
7:00 PM 

St. Damian Parish, 5300 W. 155th St., 
Oak Forest, IL  60452 

Monday, 
Dec. 17 
7:00 PM 

St. Michael Parish, 14327 Highland Ave., 
Orland Park 60462 

Tuesday, 
Dec. 18 
7:00 PM 

St. Fabian Parish, 8300 Thomas Drive, 
Bridgeview, IL  60455 

Wednesday, 
Dec. 19 
7:00 PM 

St. Julie Billiart Parish, 7399 W. 159th St., 
Tinley Park, IL  60477 

Thursday, 
Dec. 20 
7:00 PM 

St. Albert the Great Parish, 8000 Linder 
Ave., Burbank, IL  60459 

Friday,  
Dec. 21 
7:00 PM 

St. Germaine Parish, 4240 W. 98th St., 
Oak Lawn, IL  60453 

Saturday, 
Dec. 22 
5:00 PM 

St. Ireneaus Parish, 78 Cherry St., Park 
Forest, IL  60466 

Sunday, 
Dec. 23 
7:00 PM  

St. Elizabeth Seton, 9300 167th St.,  
Orland Hills, IL  60487 

 

St. Francis Book Club 

NOTE:  The Book Club will NOT meet in  
December. 

 

The next meeting dates are: 
 

January 15, 2019 to discuss  
“The Kennedy Debutant” by Kerri Maher 

and 
February 19, 2019 to discuss 
“Educated” by Tara Westover 

 
1:00 pm in the Niehaus Room 

 
All are welcome! 

We warmly welcome our new parishioners 
(November 2018) to St. Francis of Assisi: 

 
Le-Ann Broshous 

 
Marybeth Spitzer 

 
Dorothy (Clements) Villanova 

 
Dr. Owen & Jessica (Scanlan) Kramer and  

daughter: Kensley 
 

Kevin & Rosemarie (Sieraski) O’Connor 
 

Jeffery Jalley & Rebecca Bohannon and son:  
Joey Kaminski, Jr. 

 
Christopher & Meaghan (O’Sullivan) Ciciora  

and son: James 
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7th Grade Catholic Action  
"Linus Blankets" Workshop  
 
St. Francis 7th graders make blankets for children 
who are hospitalized for illnesses and treatment 
as part of our Confirmation preparation program. 
The blankets are donated to area children's hos-
pitals. 
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The Youth  
Ministry Crew 

 
On the First Sunday 
of Advent, the 
Church is starting a 
new year.  
 
The new youth min-
istry year tradition-
ally starts in the fall, 
which we did this 
year at St. Francis.   
 
In the month of October Deacon Mike 
Pindelski, Cindy Brncich, and I worked 
through a 30 day plan to build the youth 
ministry team.  
 
Right now we are at a different starting 
point with leadership.   
 
If you’d like to join in the faith, fun, and 
creativity in Youth Ministry we welcome 
you with open Arms! 

Suzanne Alfarah 
Cindy Brncich 

Debbie Burzinski 
Jill Dwyer  

Anne Lebert 
Annie Lebert 
Jack Lebert 
Bob Enguita 

Justin Lenczycki 
Lisa Enguita 

Greg Gervais 
Ronn Kolbash          

Catherine Kolbash 
Mike Pindelski          
Lynne Sparks            
Fran Strolia 
Chris Strolia 

Matthew Toohill 
Lauren Vari 
Jim Winters 

The National Dialogue 
 

With the Synod on Youth and Young adults 
taking place at the Vatican, the Church has 
requested to hear from young people from 
throughout the world.  In the US this is tak-
ing place with the National Dialogue.  
Teens and young adults from St. Francis 
are sharing their views of the Catholic 
Church.  
 
What we learned...So far, the teens at St. 
Francis view the Catholic Church positively 
over all.  However, like the adults in the 
Church, not 100% of them see the Church 
that way.  There are many factors to this, 
which is a topic for another time.  What 
was 100% though was that the community 
feel is the most common and important 
factor that keeps youth connected with the 
Church and their faith.  Regardless of a 
positive or negative view of the Church, a 
good community will draw youth to the 
Church.   
 
Why doe we suffer is the most perplexing 
problem that the young Catholics struggle 
with.  It is one of the main reasons that 
young people leave the Church.   
 
There will be more information as the Dia-
logue continues.  It is open to active Cath-
olic high school students through young 
adults in their 20’s.  If you would like to 
participate in the conversation, and have 
your voice heard, simply contact Matt Too-
hill in the Youth Ministry office. 
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 
Occasionally, someone raises a surprised 
complaint that while Christmas arrives on 
Santa’s sleigh at the Macy’s parade on 
Thanksgiving Day, the Church doesn’t catch 
on too fast. They may even say that Advent 
is a new-fangled idea.  
 
Not so.  
 
To trace its begin-
nings, we have to go 
back to the fourth or 
fifth century in France 
(then Gaul), when 
Epiphany was the fa-
vored day, next to 
Easter, for baptism. 
The old pagan structures of Rome were col-
lapsing then, and many people sought to be 
baptized. Since adults always prepared for 
baptism by fasting, folks counted back a few 
weeks for a kind of retreat. Before too long, 
bishops were advising everyone to attend 
church frequently beginning on December 
17. Soon, artists were imagining ways of ex-
pressing the Advent mystery, and in Italy this 
gave rise to beautiful mosaics of empty 
thrones awaiting the arrival of the Lord of all 
creation. 
 
Advent as we know it develops on two sepa-
rate tracks: the first having to do with our 
spiritual preparation for celebrating the 
Christmas feast, and the second having to do 
with the way this is organized and expressed 
in the liturgical readings and prayers every 
day of the season. 
 
- James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH  
(CRHP)  

30 HOUR EXPERIENCE: 
 

MEN'S CRHP - FEB. 16 & 17, 2019 
WOMEN'S CRHP - MARCH 2 & 3, 2019 

 
Please pray for the men and women that  
God is nudging to come to this awesome  
experience of prayer, renewal, community  

and deepening one's relationship  
with Jesus!   

 
IS GOD NUDGING YOU????? 

 

Please stop by the table  
in the Narthex for books  

and CD's for your 
Advent journey. 
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(December 17) and 
thousands   attend 
Christmas Mass. 
(Dec. 24, 25).  
 
At Christmas, it is a 
blessing to see the 
generosity of so 
many; experience 
the powerful liturgies 
and the many who 
participate.  It is al-
ways a question of 
Christmas: why the 
many at Christmas 
Mass disappear so 
and become the 
few.   
 
My remarks about 
Advent serve as a 
prelude to this 
week’s reflection. In 
these last weeks, I 
have been sharing 
reflections why I feel 
the church has ex-
perienced a decline 
in Mass attendance: 
the decline of a 
catholic culture/ ex-
trinsic support. The 
increase in individu-
al conscience and 
disruptive experi-
ences in the culture 
that made institu-
tions suspect. 
 

Adult Faith Formation 
AROUND FOR AWHILE  By, Fr. Ed Upton 

The season of Advent 
begins. In the liturgical 
life of the church, the 
focus of Advent is spir-
itual preparation. In 
most lives, this spiritu-
al preparation is inter-
twined with a large 
number of activities 
that are seen as nec-
essary preparation for 
Christmas: decorating, 
shopping, family and 
friends gatherings, 
sharing gifts, sending 
cards and much more; 
clearly a busy time.    
 
The weeks of Advent 
are also a time when 
many requests are 
made to assist those 
in need.  The giving 
tree in the Narthex for 
our sharing parish; 
requests in the mail, 
and other venues, bell 
ringers in the mall;  all 
asking  to provide fi-
nancial help to a varie-
ty of worthy causes.  
And in our parish, a 
request to reflect on 
financial support this 
Christmas time.   
 
Hundreds participate 
in our Parish Reconcil-
iation Service 

Those experiences are 
really about the past – 
in the 60’s and 70’s.  
They set a foundation 
for a pattern that con-
tinues.  
 
The Christmas season 
illustrates a classic 
concern.   Many still 
feel connected to their 
faith, but in ways dif-
ferent than the past.   
 
Let me jump to the 
present.  America 
Magazine,  a monthly 
journal sponsored by 
the Jesuits, recently 
published some data 
from the Pew Organi-
zation on reasons 
Catholics attend and 
do not attend Mass. 
(October 29, 2018) 
Their research focused 
on all Christian tradi-
tions.  My brief sum-
mary is just the Catho-
lic responses.  
 
This is a partial sum-
mary of their learnings.  
 
Reponses of those of 
attend Mass/church 
only a few times a 
year: 
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THE “SANTA 
QUESTION” 
 

By, Deacon Dan Carroll 

Moms & Dads… 
 
I’ve been a fan of 
Santa since boyhood 
and for past 30+ De-
cembers or so have 
been an extra set of 
hands to help him on 
visits to pancake 
breakfasts, school 
assemblies, church-
es, libraries, parades, 
folks who are a little 
down on their luck 
and even a family 
home here and there.  
 
I’ve learned a lot 
helping Santa! 
One thing I’ve 
learned is that many 
parents are con-
cerned about re-
sponding to a com-
mon childhood ques-

tion honestly yet in a 
way that doesn’t dimin-
ish an important part of 
Christmas.  
 
Some years ago, the 
New York Times printed 
a thoughtful letter a 
Mom wrote to her 
daughter who asked the 
“Santa Question”. I al-
ways liked that letter, so 
did many others who 
thought it was worth 
adopting if a need ever 
arose. This is one of 
several versions of that 
original letter. Feel free 
to adopt and use it if the 
need arises, you have 
the original authors’ 
permission...or you may 
just want to read it from 
time to time in the com-
ing days be-
cause...well...just be-
cause. 
 
“Dear......., 
 
Thank you for your 
question about Santa, 
it’s a very good one!  
Your Dad and I know 
you've been thinking 
about it for a long time, 
and we've given lots of 
careful thought about 
how to answer it.  
 
The answer is no, we 
are not Santa, but there 
most certainly is a San-
ta. 
 
We admit, we fill your 
stocking and choose 
gifts to wrap and leave 
under the tree for you 
just as our moms and 
dads did for us and as 
your grandparents did 

I practice my faith in 
other ways (47%), (not 
described); I don’t 
have time (19%), don’t 
like the sermons 
(17%), haven’t found a 
church I like (19%). 
 
As I speak with people 
these responses ring 
true.  Many say to me 
“I just like to reflect on 
my own” or “I don’t 
have time.”  People 
“slip away” and after 
time participation just 
ends. It was not clear 
if they asked the re-
spondents about the 
abuse issues.  A re-
sponse to this problem 
did not appear in their 
results. This survey 
was probably done 
months ago.    
 
Responses of those 
who attend Mass at 
least monthly.  Adults 
in this category do so 
“to become close to 
God”. (75%) Men were 
more likely than wom-
en to attend church to 
please their spouses 
or family members.  
 
Those under 30 were 
most likely to say they 
attend church to 
“socialize and least 
likely to say “they want 
to be part of a commu-
nity of faith”. Adults 
under 30 were also the 
least likely to say they 
experience the pres-
ence of God (63% as 
opposed to 80% for 
other age groups.) 
Older groups were 
more likely to say they 

attend “for comfort 
in times of trouble”. 
 
28 % said they no 
longer believe. Per-
haps Advent will be 
a time of return.  

for them. Someday 
you will do this for 
your children, and we 
know you will love 
seeing them run to the 
tree on Christmas 
Morning! But this 
doesn’t mean there is 
no Santa! 
 
Santa is much bigger 
than any person and 
his mission has gone 
on longer than any of 
us have lived. What 
Santa does is simple 
and powerful, he is a 
teacher.  
 
Your Dad and I have 
learned many im-
portant lessons from 
him, and you will too! 
Santa helps us teach 
you how to believe in 
something you can't 
measure or touch or 
feel or see or hold in 
your hand. That's a 
very big job, and it's 
very important!  
 
Throughout your 
whole life, you will 
need to believe in 
yourself, in your tal-
ents, in your family, in 
your friends, in lots of 
things you can't meas-
ure or touch or feel or 
see or hold in your 
hand.  
 
Most of all, you will 
need to believe that 
God Who made us all, 
including Santa, and 
Who loves us all more 
than we can under-
stand, will light your 
life from the inside out 
and guide you even 
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when things seem as 
difficult as they can 
possibly be. 
 
So, with much love, 
your Dad and I, and 
many, many others 
are happy to help 
Santa do a job that 
would otherwise just 
be impossible to even 
attempt.  
 
Now that you know 
this, you can one day 
help Santa do his job 
too and when that day 
comes, no one will 
have to tell you, you 
heart will just know 
THE TIME HAS 
COME.  
   
We love you now and 
we always will. 
 
Mom and Dad” 
 
Offered with my hopes 
and prayers that you 
and yours have a 
Blest Christmas... 
 
See Ya’ll in Church 
 
Dan Carroll, 
one of your deacons 

This Fall I began my 
third year in the Chica-
go Archdioceses Insti-
tute for Diaconal 
Study’s (IDS).  As I 
had previously written, 
year one was referred 
to as the Aspirancy 
Path, which was a 
time of discernment 
for my family and I to 
determine if we were 
truly called to the path 
of becoming a Dea-
con.   
 
Our initial group of 
men consisted of 
twenty nine, which 
was one of the largest 
cohorts the Chicago 
Archdiocese had en-
tering the IDS.   
 
Our archdiocese has 
over five hundred or-
dained deacons, the 
largest number of dea-
cons of any single 
archdioceses.  Our 
class consists of men 
from all walks of life, 
from City of Chicago 
Streets and Sanita-
tions Truck Driver, 

CFD Paramedic, 
retired Insurance 
Agent, four retired 
and/or active Feder-
al, State, County 
and/or  local Law 
Enforcement Offi-
cials, Lawyers, a 
Human Resources 
Director, four IT Pro-
grammers, Broker, 
Doctor, Investment 
Banker and others. 
 
These men repre-
sented parishes 
from all corners of 
this archdiocese.  A 
truly diverse gather-
ing of Catholics.   
 
Years two and three 
have been academ-
ic classes in multi-
dimensional study, 
prayer and prepara-
tion for possible Ho-
ly Orders. Academic 
and formation 
courses include 
Sacramental Theol-
ogy, Christology, 
Soteriology, Homi-
letics, Christian An-
thropology, Spiritual 
Theology, Presiding 
at the Rites, and 
Moral Theology. We 
have participated in 
numerous retreats 
for candidates and 
wives, monthly 

JOURNEY TO THE 
DIACONATE 
 

By, Tim McCormick 

meetings for theologi-
cal reflection and 
monthly Spiritual Di-
rection. 
 
Last year, we were 
instituted as Readers 
by Bishop Andrew 
Wypich and this month 
we were instituted as 
Acolytes by Bishop 
Joseph Perry.  An In-
stituted Acolytes notes 
the following responsi-
bilities: 
 
• Assist priests and 

deacons in carrying 
out their ministry at 
the Eucharist; 

 
• As special ministers, 

they are to give Holy 
Communion to the 
faithful at the liturgy, 
and to the sick; 

 
• Because they are 

specially called to 
this ministry, they 
should strive to live 
more fully by the 
Lord’s sacrifice and 
to be molded more 
perfectly in its like-
ness; 

 
• They should seek to 

understand the deep 
spiritual meaning of 
what they do so to 
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offer themselves dai-
ly to God as spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable 
to Him through Je-
sus Christ. 

 
Although demanding 
(as it has been years 
since I had to do 
homework), this jour-
ney has been filled 
with  a greater under-
standing of our catho-
lic faith and our church 
institution.  My family 
and I are honored to 
feel this calling.   
 
Thank you for your 
prayers and support as 
you will all be in my 
continued thoughts 
 and prayers…     
 

May God bless you!!!      
 

Tim McCormick 

We are in fairly good 
company when we ask 
God for justice. Often 
enough we hear and 
agree with the lament 
of the people of Israel 
asking God why the 
wicked prosper. How-
ever, when we call out 
for justice, we usually 
want someone to get 
his or her comeup-
pance. God’s justice is 
something other than 
this, of course. God’s 
justice comprises a 
wonderful rightness 
between God and hu-
mankind. 

Today, Jeremiah 
looks ahead to a 
time when a just one 
will sprout from the 
shorn-off stump of 
Jesse of the house 
and family of David. 
Life was not fair in 
Jeremiah’s time. Is-
rael’s kings held the 
promise of God’s fi-
delity, but it was diffi-
cult to see how 
God’s promise could 
be realized through 
them. 
 
Nevertheless, Jere-
miah lifts his voice 
and announces that 
the Promised One 
will come. Luke’s 
Gospel echoes that 
announcement, and 
Paul is filled with 
sturdy encourage-
ment. And so Advent 
begins with a prom-
ise. 

 THE PROMISE OF 
JUSTICE 
 

Copyright © J.S. Paluch, Co. 

Dear Parish Families: 
 
ANTHONY'S COAL FIRED 
PIZZA, located on La-
Grange Rd at 142nd, near 
PF Chang’s and Starbucks, 
is providing Religious Edu-
cation (RE) with an oppor-
tunity to raise some funds. 
Go into Anthony’s Coal 
Fired Pizza on MONDAY 
December 3, 10, or 17 and 
mention St Francis of Assi-
si when you order (dine in 
or carry out ONLY), and 
20% of those sales will be 
donated to the St Francis 
Center. 
 
If your family enjoys pizza, 
please consider picking up 
a pizza on these dates in 
December at ANTHONY'S 
COAL FIRED PIZZA on La 
Grange Road.  It will be a 
tasty way of giving a little 
“dough” to St. Francis RE, 
and help us in our efforts to 
upgrade our equipment 
and services at the St. 
Francis Center. In 2005 
when our Center opened, 
our equipment was “state 
of the art”.  Now it has be-
come outdated and in need 
of replacement or repairs. 
Ordering a pizza for the 
family will feed your chil-
dren but also satisfy our 
need for additional funds. 
 
Thank you  
from all of us, 
St. Francis RE Staff 
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Saturday, December 01  
5:15 PM   Christina Bonato, rq. by Tina Bonato and Peter Vanwissen, rq. by P.J. Cusic and Jean Hornick, 
    rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll 
 
Sunday,  December 02 - First Sunday of Advent 
7:30 AM   Valentine & Adele Bay, Abt Family, Marian Skorup, Laura Desimpel & Frances Umporowicz, rq. 
    by Emil Skorup and Bill & Anrita Owens, rq. by Dave & Mary Burns   
 
9:00 AM    David & Paul Sullivan, rq. by Phyllis Sullivan and Joseph Bollentino, rq. by Kay & Jerry Saletta  
    and Joe Sankey, rq. by Kay & Jerry Saletta and Carol Piecyk- Obregon, rq. by Jack Obregon 
 
10:30AM    Joann Bischoff, rq. by Family and Dan Atwell, rq. by  Mary Kay Touhy and Joan Moran, rq. by  
    Snaidauf Family and George Harris, Jr., rq. by John Virginia Zbos and Bob Canavan, rq. by   
    Brian & Debbie Burzinski and Champe Marcell, rq. by Mokate Family 
    
12:00 PM    People of St. Francis 
 
Monday, December 03 
7:45 AM   Art Pike, rq. by Joseph March and Michelle Potts, rq. by Friend and Lottie Tatar, rq. by Friend 
   
Tuesday, December 04 
 7:45 AM Jerome Tesmond, rq. by Norene Tesmond and Francis Koranteng, rq. by Precious Martinez and 
   Anthony Cortina, rq. by Rose Lisuzzo 
 
Wednesday, December 05 
 7:45 AM   Carla Gryz, rq. by Family and John Forkan, rq. by SSAEYC 
     
Thursday, December 06 
7:45 AM    David & Gary Catalanello, rq. by Marilyn Catalanello (Mother) and Joe Sankey, rq. by Jeff &   
    Paula Belski 
 
Friday, December 07 
7:45 AM   Margrit Egberts, rq. by Ray & Marian Peregoy and Philip Glomb 
 
Saturday, December 08  
5:15 PM   Alice Zoladz, rq. by Mike & Roxanne Zoladz and Jean Hornick, rq. by Cindy Bennecke and    
    Ralph Jecha, rq. by Charlotte Ambuehl and Bob Burns, rq. by Millie & Rick Kluchenek and John 
    Zbos, rq. by Bernie & Diane McErlean 
 
Sunday,  December 09 - Second Sunday of Advent 
7:30 AM   Joe Sankey, rq. by Bill Hickey & Staff and Michael Weber, rq. by Prayer Shawl Ministry and   
    James Gray, rq. by Collin & Denise A. Gray and Bob & Marie Burns, rq. by Dave & Mary Burns 
 
9:00 AM   Jim Wilkin & Penny Proskop, rq. by The Benes Family and Kevin Benes, rq. by Mom & Dad and 
    James & Alice Murphy, rq. by Murphy Family and Geraldine Burzinski, rq. by St. Francis Helping 
    Hands and Vanessa Sylvia, rq. by French Family 
    
10:30AM    Margaret Kulovitz, rq. by Rudy & Theresa Unger and Harry J. Bailey, rq. by Patrick & Nancy   
    Fortier and Harry J. Bailey, rq. by Ed & Judy Kistinger and George Harris, Jr., rq. by John &   
    Virginia Zbos and Marge Fasone 
    
12:00 PM    People of St. Francis  

 

Barbara Horvath  
Richard Kozarewicz  

Robert Skvarla  
Barbara Wail  

 

Mary Budz 
Joseph Carone 

Tom Cebula 
Michael Clavio 

John Coyle 
Bob Dytrych 
Lisa Enguita 
Erv Erdman 

Denis Fellman 
Janeen Hanselman 

George Kozik 
Madelon Lorden 
Bernie McErlean 
Rebecca Nilsson 
Denny Niswonger 
Mary Oleszkiewicz 
Mary Ann O’Neill 

Carmel Perino 
Giovanna Picciolini 

Beth Pratt 
Marguerite Rix 
Barbara Spano 
Louis Tassone 
Bill Tortorello 
Peter Vescovi 
Ben Williams 

Casmiera Yuska 
 

Please pray for all who are 
sick and in need of healing, 

especially: 
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 11/25/18 Year to Date 

Budgeted $   23,480.00     $  516,560.00 

Collected $    22,866.00  $  512,027.00 

Net ($        614.00)        ($     4,533.00) 

  -
     

.   
 

Go to our website, 
www.sfaorland.org and 
press the “Donate Now” 

button or 
www.sfaorland.org  

and press the “Donate 
Now” button.   

 

You can also use the yel-
low form in your envelope 
packet or call the office to 

sign up: 708-460-0042 

Please visit the Saint Francis Liturgical Minister Web Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

 

Monday: Is 2:1-5; Ps 
122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11 
 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; 
Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 
17; Lk 10:21-24 
 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-
10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 
15:29-37 
 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; 
Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21,  
25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
 
Friday:  Is 29:17-24; 
Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 
9:27-31 
 
Saturday: Gn 3:9-15, 
20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-
6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38 
 
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9; 
Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 
8-11; Lk 3:1-6 

 

 
 

We joyfully welcomed 
the following children 

into our Christian  
Community on  

 

Nov. 18, 2018 

Anthony John  
Bunda 

Son of Adam &  
Urszula Zaporowska 

Bunda 
 

Avery Rose 
Smith 

Daughter of Daniel & 
Melissa Arrigoni Smith 

 December 8 
5:15 PM 

December 9 
7:30 AM 

December 9 
9:00 AM 

December 9 
10:30 AM 

December 9 
12:00 PM 

Presider Rev. Rich Young Rev. Rich Young Rev. Jay Finno Rev. Ed Upton Rev. Ed Upton 

Deacon VOLUNTEER 
NOW Daniel Carroll John Donahue Mike Kiley Michael Pindelski 

Sacristan Elaine Erdman Dolores 
Grekowicz Pamela Gervais Marjorie Curran Adrianne 

Wieczorek 

Lector Sandra Zubik (1) 
Jill Dwyer (2) 

Kyle Laird (1) 
Alice Rzeszutko 
(2) 

Marilyn Nelson 
(1) 
Betty Kameron 
(2) 

John Pacholski 
(1) 
Sheila Pacholski 
(2) 

Tina Governale 
(1) 
Timothy McCor-
mick (2) 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Beth Bruozis 
Ann Czarny 
Elaine Erdman 
H. Paul Harms 
Richard Klein 
Diania Kufta 
Mary Beth Pratt 
Anita Sweeney 
Martin Terpstra 
Susan Vari 
Rev. Rich Young 
John Zubik 
 
 

Michael Basila 
David Burns 
Daniel Carroll 
Michael Doyle 
Patricia Doyle 
Bernard Flana-
gan 
Gael Gensler 
Dolores 
Grekowicz 
Maureen Nis-
wonger 
Rev. Rich Young 
 

Steve Alessi 
William Carroll 
Thomas Cech 
Pat Depcik 
John Donahue 
Rev. Jay Finno 
Patricia Flynn 
Pamela Gervais 
Joan Giorgetti 
Casimir (Casey) 
Pytel 
Brian Whiteford 
Rosemary Ziel-
inski 

Rita Beckwith 
Michael Curran 
Wendy Freer 
Mary Greenan 
George Kaminski 
Mike Kiley 
Regina Knapp 
Jacqueline 
Magafas 
Robert J. 
McGuire 
Sheila Ramsey 
Rev. Ed Upton 
Tricia Vidinich 

Diane Budz 
Carlene Cata-
lano 
Robert Long 
Linda McCormick 
Joan Ondrus 
Michael Pindelski 
Rev. Ed Upton 
John Wator 
Adrianne 
Wieczorek 
Thomas 
Wieczorek 
 

Altar Server 
Hailey Dwyer 
John Dwyer 
Matthew Gaspar-
do 

Grace Hamilton 
Jack Strolia 
Mia Strolia 

Brendan 
Siemiawski 
Chris Vittori 
Gabi Vittori 

Peter Viz 
Stephen Viz 
Thomas Viz 

Taylor Healy 
Julia Malysz 
Ryleigh Maugeri 

Usher 

Janet Fifer (HU) 
Gregory Fifer 
Alice Rzeszutko 
Richard 
Rzeszutko 
Nancy Sullivan 
James 
Arzbaecher 
 
 

Dominic Zam-
buto (HU) 
Mary Ann Wy-
man 
Bud Wyman 
James Pedersen 
 
 
 
 

Keith Nelson 
(HU) 
Peter Walsh 
Oriano Pagnucci 
Wayne Kameron 
Greg Gervais 
Brian Barrett 
 
 
 

Janice Ota (HU) 
Richard Bonetti 
John Glass 
George Kelley 
Lynn Pajon 
James Winters 
 
 
 
 

Don (David) 
Hodson (HU) 
Rosalie Hodson 
Jay Modelski 
VOLUNTEER 
NOW 
VOLUNTEER 
NOW 
VOLUNTEER 
NOW 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

The Parish offices are located in the lower level of the church.  
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church building.  
Hours: 8:30 am – 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday. Evenings and 
weekends are by appointment. The Chapel is located at the 
northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION Phone: 460-0042, Fax: 460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant: Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)   
Receptionists: Marje Curran (mcurran@sfaorland.org)  & Ann 
Carroll (acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Greg Gervais 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Eric Franklin, Michael Higgins, Kevin 
Moe, Ryan Reid 
Bulletin Editor: Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@...)  
 
MUSIC  Phone:  460-9831 
Director:  Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)   
Accompanist:  James Draudt 
Children's Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 
Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...)  
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Phone: 708-460-0042 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)  
  
 
The Religious Ed offices are located in the St. Francis Center, up 
the hill, west of the church. Religious Ed office hours are Monday 
through Thursday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. The Religious Ed offices 
are closed on Fridays.   
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
15010 Wolf Rd., Orland Park, IL  60462 
Phone: 460-0155, Fax: 460-5086 
Dir.: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator:  Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 (mkrzyminski@...) 
 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN (CJB) SCHOOL 
9250 W 167th St, Orland Hills, IL 60487  
Phone:  708-403-6525 
Principal:  Mary Iannucilli 
Web page:  www.cjbschool.org 
 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

 
MASS SCHEDULE:  SATURDAY - 5:15 PM; SUNDAY - 7:30, 9:00, 10:30, 12:00  

and MONDAY - FRIDAY at 7:45 AM 

REGISTRATION  Become a registered member of the parish by completing a registration form which is found in Church.   
 
BECOME A CATHOLIC - R.C.I.A.  The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic, please contact 
the parish office at 460-0042. 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Baptisms usually take place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the month at 1:30 pm. Prior to the Baptism, 
parents need to call the office to make arrangements. A baptismal conference will be set up with the parents.   
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN CATHOLIC SCHOOL  Our elementary Catholic regional school is located on the campus of St. 
Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th and 94th Ave. For registration information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Sessions are held on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for 
Grades 1-8, at the St. Francis Center (on the hill). Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 pm and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 pm.  Saturday 
sessions meet from 8:30—10:00 am. Children's Liturgy of the Word meets on Sundays during the 9 & 10:30 am masses for children 4-years-
old to 4th grade, September-April. Call 708-460-0155 for more information.   
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and Lent. Individual 
confessions are heard on Saturdays at 11:30-12:00. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE  Weddings need to be scheduled at least four to six months in advance upon approval of a priest. Couples 
are reminded to secure the church date before the reception hall.  Please check our website for more details. 
 
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK  Anointing is celebrated every Monday, immediately after the 7:45 am Mass. Those of 
advanced age or suffering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.  A priest is available to offer the Sacrament whether the 
ill person is at home or in the hospital. Please call 460-0042. 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor  
(asowa@sfaorland.org)  

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com)  

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mkiley@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL J. PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 
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