
 

 November is powering up to be a very cold month! Some forecasters say this could be the 

coldest November on record!  It’s important to prepare for whatever the weather brings. It’s important 

in our spiritual lives to prepare to welcome Jesus into our hearts no matter what the circumstances or 

challenges that we may encounter. 

November celebrates the greatest heroes of the Catholic Church – the Saints! When you read 

the lives of the saints you realize that life did not always go smoothly for many of them. They 

encountered great challenges in their lives from family, friends, and community. Because they prepared 

themselves for a life with Christ, they were able to live through the good and the bad they encountered. 

We celebrate their lives, their faith, and their example for all of us.  

During this month, find the story of your patron saint, your baptismal name, your Confirmation 

name or perhaps the name of a saint that you admire. Read their story and reflect upon their lives and 

how best you might emulate their  love of God and their fervor for discipleship. There is a link on our 

website to all of the saints of the Church. 

November 1st is the feast of All Saints Day when we honor all of the great heroes of the Church 

and November 2nd is All Souls Day when we honor all those who have died in the last year. Please 

remember to honor our saints by attending Mass on November 1st . There is also a prayer service on 

November 2nd to remember those we have loved who have returned to our heavenly home. 

 November  1, 2, 4, 7, 8 are the dates for our Linus Blankets workshop for 7th graders. The 

workshop occurs on your RE day. Cardinal Bernardin 7th graders are welcome to attend anyone of these 

dates and assist in making the blankets. Please call the RE office if you plan to attend. Parents may 

attend with their 7th grader and assist in tying the blankets. The blankets will be distributed to area 

hospitals to children who are ill.  November 11th is our 4th grade Family Mass lesson at 4:30pm with 

Coffee and after 5:15pm Mass. All 4th graders and their families are encouraged to attend.   

Practice will be starting for the Christmas Eve Children’s Mass and 4th Grade Gospel Re-

enactment. Keep your eyes open for the dates and times for rehearsal!  

November 30th Thursday at 7:00pm is our 1st Reconciliation for our First Eucharist candidates. 

Mark your calendars for this important sacrament. Practice your Act of Contrition. 

 Over the Thanksgiving season plan on donating a bag of groceries to the Orland Food Pantry or 

possibly donating some time to Feed My Starving Children(FMSC) in Aurora, IL.  Go online to 

www.fmsc.org and schedule a time for making meal packs for the hungry of the world. When we care 

for others we are doing God’s work on earth. 

We are so grateful for all of our Parish families and children. Our families enrich our lives and 
bless us with their generosity. May God bless you and keep you safe and happy during these holiday 
times. Remember to thank God in the morning for the gift of a new day, and then again at night for all 
the people he sent your way during the day and all of your loved ones. Thanksgiving is a time of blessing 
God and others.  
 

Praying for you always, and thanking God for all of you every day! 

 

Mary Kay Burberry 

Director of Religious Education 

http://www.fmsc.org/

