
 

 



 

 

MORSELS & TIDBITS FROM OUR PASTOR 

Sunday Gospel in everyday English 
There once was a man, John, sent by God to point out the way to the Life-Light. He 
came to show everyone where to look, who to believe in. John was not himself the 
Light; he was there to show the way to the Light. When Jews from Jerusalem sent a 
group of priests and officials to ask John who he was, he was completely honest. 
He didn’t evade the question. He told the plain truth: “I am not the Messiah.” They 
pressed him, “Who, then? Elijah?” “I am not.” “The Prophet?” “No.” Exasperated, 
they said, “Who, then? We need an answer for those who sent us. Tell us some-
thing—anything!—about yourself.” “I’m thunder in the desert: ‘Make the road 
straight for God!’ I’m doing what the prophet Isaiah preached.” Those sent to ques-
tion him were from the Pharisee party. Now they had a question of their own: “If 
you’re neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet, why do you baptize?” John 
answered, “I only baptize using water. A person you don’t recognize has taken his 
stand in your midst. He comes after me, but he is not in second place to me. I’m not 
even worthy to hold his coat for him.” These conversations took place in Bethany on 
the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing at the time. (from John 1) 
 
Notes on the Scripture 
It’s the time of year for pageants. Schools and parishes will sponsor them, and 
many a reluctant or nervous child actor will arrive on cue as Mother Mary or vigilant 
spouse Joseph, a glorious array of angels or shy shepherds. We’ll have three be-
robed kings too, and that’s just the standard cast, but today’s scripture is all about 
John the Baptist. 
 
While not on the scene that silent night, his testimony is a vital part of this season 
too. When asked about his role, John offers three momentous negations. He’s not 
the Christ-Messiah-Anointed that swells all the rumors of his generation. He’s not 
that guy. And he’s not the prophet Elijah, swept up long ago in a chariot toward 
heaven but never declared legally dead in Hebrew history. Elijah was expected to 
return as the forerunner of the Messiah one day. Nor does John accept the role of 
the Prophet-Teacher predicted by Moses in his last speech to the community before 
they entered the promised land without him. John prefers to attach himself to Isai-
ah’s legacy. The voice in the wilderness? He’s that guy. Which leads to the ques-
tion: what role do you and I play in the pageant of salvation? Where do we stand in 
relation to that cradle of the world’s hope? 
 
Advent Reconciliation 
Part of the preparation for Christmas is to experience God’s love and mercy in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Just like in years past, I invite you to our Communal 
Reconciliation Service this Monday, Dec. 18th at 7:30pm. 
 
Next Weekend 
Every so many years, we experience this happy collision of observances: the last 
Sunday of Advent blossoms into Christmas Eve in a single day. It's a mad scramble 
for presiders, preachers, choirs, and liturgists to keep up with the whole, holy mess 
of these occasions. Please, keep in mind that next Sunday we will only have two 
morning Advent masses at 8am and 10am (NO NOON MASS). However, in the af-
ternoon there are a number of Christmas Eve masses at 2pm, 4pm and 10pm. 
Please join us for our beautiful liturgies on this 4th Sunday of Advent, Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day. 
 
Pews Project Update 
It has been a while since I gave an update on our pew project. This temporary seat-
ting in the church will continue over Christmas and into the early new year. We are 
moving forward, working with our new vendor. They are making our pews, but be-
cause we had to unexpectedly switch our vendors, we won’t be able to complete 
our project until after new years'. Once again, thank you for your patience and  
understanding. 

Rev. Artur Sowa, Pastor 

December 17, 2023 
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Liturgical Ministers for Next Weekend (Please visit the Ministry Scheduler for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer) 

LITURGICAL COMMISSION 



 

 

 

 

This Week at St. Francis  

 

Monday, December 18
th

 
Communal Reconciliation, 7:30PM (CH) 
 
Tuesday, December 19

th
 

Tues RE Grades 1-8, 4:30PM-6:00PM (SFC-FR) 
 
Wednesday, December 20

th
 

OA Mtg., 9:30AM (GR) 
Wed (B) RE Grades 1-8, 4:30PM-6:00PM  
(SFC-FR) 
 
Thursday, December 21

st
 

St. Vincent DePaul Mtg., 7:00PM (GR) 
 
Friday, December 22

nd
 

AA Mtg., 7:00PM (NR) 

We are grateful for the generosity of our  

parishioners. At the beginning of the pandem-

ic, we made the decision to stop passing the  

collection basket and instead placing a basket 

at both entrances. We have decided to contin-

ue that practice.  

Parish Stewardship 

Month of November, 2023 

Electronic Givings              $38,502.65  

Envelopes & Loose              $48,859.00 

 

Total for November, 2023   $87,361.65 

We would ask that you con-

sider electronic giving. It is 

safe, flexible, convenient 

and consistent. Simply scan 

the qrcode or complete the 

yellow sheet in your monthly 

envelope packet or call the parish office.  

 

We thank you for your continued support. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Communal Celebration 

Saturday, December 16th 9:00AM 

Monday, December 18th 7:30PM  

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Sunday, December 24th 

2:00PM*, 4:00PM* 

9:00PM Carols  

10:00PM Mass 

*Mass will also be celebrated in Upton 

Hall  

(lower level) 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Monday, December 25th 

8:00AM     10:00AM     12:00PM 

 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 

Monday, January 1st 

10:00AM 

 

*Please note: there will not be a 12:00 Mass 

on Sunday, December 24th 



 

 

 

A Word of Gratitude 

I share a day that the Lord has given me. 

The celebration of my 80
th

 was a gift that has overwhelmed 

me. I am grateful. 

I am not able to send individual thanks, so please accept 

this large group message in gratitude to all. 

So many helped: Liturgical Ministers, outstanding music, 

wonderful food; so many  

assisted. 

In another way: Mass; celebration in Upton Hall; cards and 

best wishes; generous gifts; staff and all who assist in St. 

Francis. These days overwhelmed me: I have been 

blessed. 

Please know you are in my prayers.  

Who knows, 90? 

Fr Ed Upton 



 

 

Eucharistic Revival Opportunities 

First Friday Devotion 

January 5th 

Attend Mass and receive Communion in honor of The Sacred Heart of 
Jesus on the First Friday of each month for nine (9) consecutive 

months. 

Come to our 8:30 AM Mass at St. Francis of Assisi.  A brief time of Ex-
position of the Blessed Sacrament (adoration) will follow Mass.  It will 
include the Litany of the Sacred Heart.   

Sr. Margaret Mary Alacoque received this promise the Lord:  “ I 
promise you, in the excessive mercy of my Heart that 
My all powerful love will grant to all those who receive 
Holy Communion for nine consecutive months, the 
grace of final repentance; they shall not die in My dis-
grace nor without receiving the sacraments; My divine 
Heart shall be their safe refuge in that last moment.” 

“Jesus waits for us in this  

sacrament of love.” 

 

— Dominicae Cenae, Feb. 24, 1980 



 

 

 
EDUCATION & FORMATION COMMISSION 

 

CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH 

Save the Date:   

Men’s Feb. 3/4, 2024 

Women’s Feb. 24/25, 2024 

 

 

 

 

Check the website to learn more 

about  

Christ Renews His Parish.  

You can do this by  

scanning the QR code 



 

 

The Helping Hands Committee continues to col-

lect new handmade blankets for Project  

Linus, a non profit organization that  

distributes blankets to children in need.  

 

The organization has recently updated their size 

suggestions to the following: 

BLANKETS SMALLER THAN 36” X 36” WILL NO 

LONGER BE ACCEPTED BY  

PROJECT LINUS 

Baby 36”x36” up to 45”x45” 

Child 45”x50” up to 50”x60” 

Teen 50”x60” and up 

Blankets can be placed in the specially marked 

bin in the closet off of the narthex. 

Thank you for your continued support!  

ST. MICHAEL HEALTH AWARENESS MINISTRY 

DECEMBER MINISTRY GATHERING 

WEDNESDAY, DEC 27 AT 7PM IN THE CHAPEL 

All are welcome to join us at St. Michael Parish in Orland 

Park for our December gathering. We will meet in the Chap-

el at St. Michael to pray the Rosary and offer petitions for 

those in need, including ourselves. Following prayer, those 

present can choose to participate in respectful and confi-

dential sharing with one another.  

About the St. Michael Mental Health Awareness  

Ministry (MHAM) – The St. Michael Mental Health Aware-

ness Ministry is a NEW spiritual support group intended for 

family and/or friends of persons living with mental health 

issues. We are community of faith offering help and hope. 

We share our lived experiences and mental health re-

sources we have utilized. We practice Holy Listening and 

do not try to “fix” anyone’s problems.  

We meet one Wednesday evening a month at  

St. Michael Parish. Our meetings will include a Mass or 

prayer service, or provide a presentation on a particular top-

ic and offer ways to support you. All meetings are respectful 

and confidential, and sharing is optional. All are welcome. 

No need to sign up or register to attend. Come once or 

twice or as often as you like.  

For more information, contact us 

at StMichaelMHAM@gmail.com.  

If You or Someone You Know is In Crisis, call the 

Suicide & Crisis Lifeline at 988 for immediate help. 

HUMAN CONCERNS COMMISSION 

mailto:StMichaelMHAM@gmail.com


 

 

Jerry Baldwin 

Leslie Bartosz 

Chris Becker 

Sr Dolores Blahaus 

Janice Blouin 

John Blouin 

Rich Bonetti 

Len Cerrentano 

Michael Craig 

Pam England 

Ray Farinella 

Desirea Fetkenheuer 

Marilyn Gallagher 

Sandy Gibson 

Gerald & Elizabeth Gil 

Tori Goytia 

Carol Grunow 

Rich Hayes 

Thomas Hickey 

David Hyland 

Henry Kielbowicz 

Laura Kopp 

John & Mary Lejawa 

George Lopuszynski 

Danilo Martinez 

Peter Montovani 

John Moritti 

Wanda Murawski 

Gwen Norvilas 

Randy Pope 

John Prohaska 

Danuta Sowa 

Chuck Steffens 

Kimbery Trochuck 

SICK RELATIVES & FRIENDS 

Names of sick relatives and friends normally appear in the bulletin for 

six weeks. After six weeks, the names are written into our parish book of 

prayers for continued remembrance. At the request of the family, 

Names will appear in the bulletin for a longer period. 

12:00PM Stanley Pytel rq. by The Pytel Family, Marko Paljetak rq. 
by John & Carmel Gutzwiller & family, Bob Klein rq. by Teri Sankey, 
Florence Gath rq. by Brian & Carolyn Whiteford, Robert Morgan rq. 
by Mary Calhoun 
 
Monday, December 18th 
8:30AM Joyce March rq. by Joseph March, Anna Deliowska rq. by 
SFA Religious Ed, Jeff Belski rq. by George & Eva Lopuszynski, 
Adam & Adolfina Stanek rq. by George & Eva Lopuszynski 
 
Tuesday, December 19th 
8:30AM Joe Sankey rq. by Teri Sankey, George Buckner rq. by 
Carol Buckner, Gail Blum rq. by Rita Killoren 
 
Wednesday, December 20th 
8:30AM William & John O’Neill rq. by Family, Jon Nied rq. by Fami-
ly, Steve Lewis rq. by Family, Anna Deliowska rq. by John & Virgin-
ia Zbos, Virginia Cunningham rq. by Marilyn Cunningham 
 
Thursday, December 21st 
8:30AM Michael Smith rq. by parents, Katherine Toppi rq. by Pam 
& Mario Marr, Therese Lenz rq. by SFA Music Ministry, Linda Huck-
abee rq. by Sharon & Bob Smith 
 
Friday, December 22nd 
8:30AM Ron Lewis rq by Family, Linda Huckabee rq. by Jim Ward, 
John Zbos Sr. rq. by John & Virginia Zbos 
 
Saturday, December 23rd 
5:00PM Joan Eckel rq. by John Eckel, Joseph Cartolano rq. by 
Family, Jack Fornaris rq. by Frank & Beth Lettiere, Gary & David 
Catalanello rq. by Marilyn Catalanello, Connor Christian rq. by 
Family 
 
Sunday, December 24th: The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00AM The People of St. Francis 
 
10:00AM Tom Dryer rq. by Family, Filippo Rovito rq, by The Con-
nelly-Norman Family, Terri Lenz rq. by Leanne & Jim Hahn 
 
NO 12:00 MASS 
 
Sunday, December 24th: Christmas Eve 
2:00PM (Church) John J. Coners rq. by Family, Scott Whisson rq. 
by The Whisson Family, Salvatore & Josephine Zambuto rq by 
Anthony & Frances Zambuto, Salvatore & Mary Giulina rq. by An-
thony & Frances Zambuto, Anthony Zambuto Jr. rq. by Mom & Dad 
 
2:00PM (Hall) Cosmo & Pauline Ciarrocchi rq. by Family, Anna 
Deliowska rq. by The Ciarrocchi Family 
 
4:00PM (Church) Jack Oleskiewicz rq. by The Topolski Family, 
Joe Sankey rq. by Sankey Grandkids, Ernie & Barbara Horvath rq. 
by The Horvath/VanKampen Families, Cecilia Wolf rq. by Family, 
Joseph Czuk rq. by R. Stonier, Larry Kucharski rq. by Family 
 
4:00PM (Hall) Bishop Kevin Birmingham rq. by The Carlo Family 
 
10:00PM (Church) Michael Weber rq. by Maria Weber, Nancy 
Heebner, Barbara Boscarino & Amanda Stanton rq. by Family, Wil-
liam & Antoinette Rafferty rq. by Family, Mary Ann Hughes rq. by 
Family, Jacobucci & Piazza Families rq. by The Zoladz Family 
 
Monday, December 25th Christmas Day 
8:00AM John, Mary B & Mary T Foley rq. by Family, Casimir 
(Casey) Kowalkowski rq by Lorraine Kowalkowski, Gail Saternus 
rq. by Family, Edward Calgaro & James Guerino rq. by Christine 
Calgaro 
 
10:00AM John & Virginia O’Farrell rq. by Family, George & Mary 
Hellmann rq. by Family, Joseph & Cecilia Wolf rq. by Marianne, 
The Zavodny & McKane Families rq. by The McKane Family, Mat-
thew Cwyl rq. by Family 
 
12:00PM The People of St. Francis 

 

 

Frank Bilotto 
 

Matthew Cwyl 
 

Mary Ann Loftus 
 

Patricia Walsh 
 

Virginia Zbos 
 

Geraldine Zwolinski 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Please keep those listed below in your daily prayers 

Saturday, December 16th:  The 3rd Sunday of Advent 
5:00PM Joan Eckel rq. by John Eckel, Frank Ross rq. by debi, 
Karen, Frank Jr., Frank III & Renee Ross, Carol Anderson rq. by 
The Rittmeyer Family, Bernie Jarski rq. by The Jarski Family,  
Joseph Janachowski rq. by Sara Vettraino 
 
Sunday, December 17th 
8:00AM Schweiger & Norris Families rq. by The Schweiger Fami-
ly,  
Biernat, Waszak & Wrubel Families rq. by Family, Michael 
Grekowicz rq. by The Grekowicz Family, Bernadette Tomasek rq. 
by Rita Killoren, Armand Bonaguro rq. by The Bonaguro Family 
 
10:00AM The People of St. Francis 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 
15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 

Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 
 

 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: Saturday - 5:00 PM; Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE:  Monday-Friday at 8:30 AM 

The Parish offices are located in the lower level of the church. En-
trance is via the walkway at the west side of the church building.  
Hours 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday thru Friday. Evenings and 
weekends are by appointment. The Chapel is located at the north-
east corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone: 460-0042,  Fax: 460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant: Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...) 
Receptionists: Ann Carroll (acarroll@...), Teri Sankey (tsankey…) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Liturgy Coordinator: Gina Vitucci (gvitucci@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Tony Candelaria 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY   
Phone: 708-460-9831 
Director: Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org) 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Phone: 708-460-0042 (sfyg@sfaorland.org) 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
15010 Wolf Rd., Orland Park, IL  60467 
Phone: 708-460-0155; FAX: 708-460-5086 
Dir: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator: Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 (mkrzyminski@...) 
 
The Religious Ed Offices are located in the St. Francis Center, up the 
hill, west of the church. Religious Ed office hours are Monday thru 
Thursday, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM. The Religious Ed offices are closed on 
Fridays. 
 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN (CJB) SCHOOL 
9250 W.167th St., Orland Hills, IL 60487 
Phone: 708-403-6525 
Principal: Jeanne Pagliaro  
Web page: www.cjbschool.org 
 
Our elementary Catholic Regional school is located 
on the campus of St. Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th & 94th Ave.  

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor 
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

REV. JAY SUERO, Associate Pastor 
(jsuero@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

REV. RICH YOUNG, OSA, Weekend Presider 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mkiley@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON TIM McCORMICK, Permanent Deacon 
(tmccormick@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON BRIAN WHITEFORD, Permanent Deacon 
(bwhiteford@sfaorland.org) 

REGISTRATION  Become a registered member of the parish by completing a registration form which is found in Church. 
 

BECOME A CATHOLIC - R.C.I.A.  The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic, please contact the 
parish office at 708-460-0042 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Baptisms can be arranged by appointment. A baptismal conference will be set up with the parents. 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and Lent. Individual confessions are 
heard on Saturdays at 9:00 - 9:30 AM to allow time for sanitizing the church before Funerals and Weddings. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Weddings need to be scheduled at least 4-6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Couples are remind-
ed to secure the church date before the reception hall. Please check our website for more details. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK  Those of advanced age or suffering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed. 
A priest is available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is at home or in the hospital. Please call 708-460-0042. Anointing will also be 
offered on Mondays after Morning Mass. 

http://www.sfaorland.org/
https://cjbschool.org/

