
 

 



 

 

MORSELS & TIDBITS FROM OUR PASTOR 

Rev. Artur Sowa, Pastor 

May 25, 2025 

 

The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and 

the example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to  

grow in the 

knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to 

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Sunday gospel in everyday English 
Judas (not Iscariot) said, ñMaster, why is it that you are about to make 
yourself plain to us but not to the world?ò ñBecause a loveless world,ò 
said Jesus, ñis a sightless world. If anyone loves me, he will carefully 
keep my word and my Father will love himðweôll move right into the 
neighborhood! Not loving me means not keeping my words. The mes-
sage you are hearing isnôt mine. Itôs the message of the Father who sent 
me. ñIôm telling you these things while Iôm still living with you. The Friend, 
the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send at my request, will make every-
thing plain to you. He will remind you of all the things I have told you. Iôm 
leaving you well and whole. Thatôs my parting gift to you. Peace. I donôt 
leave you the way youôre used to being leftðfeeling abandoned, bereft. 
So donôt be upset. Donôt be distraught. ñYouôve heard me tell you, óIôm 
going away, and Iôm coming back.ô If you loved me, you would be glad 
that Iôm on my way to the Father because the Father is the goal and pur-
pose of my life. ñIôve told you this ahead of time, before it happens, so 
that when it does happen, the confirmation will deepen your belief in 
meò (from John 14). 
 
Notes on the Scripture 
ñDo not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.ò Can we hear Jesus saying 
these words to us? Itôs often easier for us to imagine the apostles hearing 
this consoling command and following it, than to think of it really applying 
to us. Jesus also told them that peace would be theirs, and it can also be 
ours. Peace is, in fact, one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit, along with love, 
joy, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, 
modesty, self-control, and chastity. These fruits donôt come from us. 
These fruits come from God straight into our souls through the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit. Through our baptism and confirmation, Jesus 
gives us the gift of his Spirit. And then his peace, and so many other gifts 
can truly become ours if we open our hearts to them. 
 
  
Memorial Day was first observed on May 30, 1868, when flowers were 
placed at the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers. On this day we 
honor all who have died in service of our nation and we pray: Heavenly 
Father, on this Memorial Day, we pray for those who courageously laid 
down their lives for the cause of freedom.  May the examples of their 
sacrifice inspire in us the selfless love of Your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Bless the families of our fallen troops, and fill their homes and 
their lives with Your strength and peace. In union with people of goodwill 
of every nation, embolden us to answer the call to work for peace and 
justice, and thus, seek an end to violence and conflict around the globe. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Maintenance Update 
We are trying to keep our campus beautiful, but that requires some 
maintenance and along with that a little bit of inconvenience. During the 
next two weeks we will be fixing sidewalks in front of the main entrance 
of the church. Please be patient and careful during the construction.  



 

 

LITURGICAL COMMISSION 

We are grateful for the generosity of our parish-

ioners. At the beginning of the pandemic, we 

made the decision to stop passing the collection 

basket and instead placing a basket at both  

entrances.  

We have decided to continue that practice. 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of April 2025 

 
Electronic Givings              $ 35,275.00  

Envelopes & Loose              $ 56,658.00     

 

Total for April 2025            $ 91,933.00 

Easter to Date                    $ 108,104.00 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving. It is 

safe, flexible, convenient and con-

sistent. Simply scan the qrcode or 

complete the yellow sheet in your 

monthly envelope packet or call 

the parish office.  

We thank you for your continued support. 

This Week at St. Francis 
Sunday May 25  

Start Date Start Time Location 

Youth Ministry Mtg 5/25/2025 6:30 PM SFR 
(Lower Level) 

 

Monday May 26  

Parish Office Closed 5/26/2025 12:00 AM 

 

Tuesday May 27 

Needles & Things 5/27/2025 12:30 PM  SFR 
(Lower Level) 

 

Book Study 5/27/2025 6:00 PM  
SFR (Lower Level) 

 

Knights of Columbus Officers Mtg 
5/27/2025 6:30 PM NR 

 

Women's CRHP 27 5/27/2025 7:00 PM GR 

 

Knights of Columbus 5/27/2025 7:30 PM UH 

 

Wednesday May 28 

OA Mtg 5/28/2025 9:30 AM GR 

Summer Scripture Series 5/28/2025 6:30 PM 
SFC-MP 

 

Thursday May 29 

Lectio Divina 5/29/2025 7:00 PM GR 

 

Friday May 30 

AA Mtg. 5/30/2025 7:00 PM NR 

 

Saturday May 31 

Helping Hands Baby Bottle Return 5/31/2025 



 

 

 

Happily we are glad to say that the traveling  
"Our Lady of Fatima" statue project has 
been very successful! You can host the 
Blessed Mother and pray the Rosary. 

ROSARY PROJECT SIGN UP Weeks are 
now available in July through October.   

Sign up will be Rosary for Peace every 
day for a week with our beautiful statue in 
your home. It is small and easy to manage. 

Weeks are now available in July through  
October.  Sign up will be in the Narthex  
after the Masses on 5/17 & 5/18.  Choose 
your week to pray the Rosary with friends, 
family or on your own each day.  A reminder 
and instructions will be emailed to you in  
advance of your week.  

Please consider participating in this worth-
while project at a time when Peace is 
so needed in our homes, schools,  
communities and throughout the world!  

 

 

                   

WATCH YOUR STEP,  

SIDEWALK  

REPLACEMENT  

PROJECT! 

 

 

Beginning Tuesday May 27,  

removal and replacement of the  

entrance sidewalks to the Church will 

begin.  

 

The main entrance doors to Church 

will be closed for a period of time. 

The Tower and West entrance doors 

will be available.  

 

Please follow the directional signs 

during this project. Be careful of  

construction equipment & workers. 

 

With joy, we announce the marriage of 

 

Adam Chlipala & Destiny Cox 

May 17, 2025 

 

May your lives be blessed with Godôs love! 



 

 

Ministry of Care is an outreach 

service of Saint Francis of Assisi  

Parish to those who are unable to 

participate in the celebration of the 

Eucharist.  Ministers of Care bring 

the Word of God, prayer, and Eu-

charist to fellow parishioners.  

 

This ministry allows those who are home-bound to 

experience the nearness of God and the Christian 

community through the presence of the Minister of 

Care and through the reception of the Eucharist at 

lifeôs most difficult moments. 

Home visits are set-up for a mutually agreed upon 

day, time, and frequency with an assigned Minister of 

Care. The need may be short- or long-term.  

Should you or a loved one have such a need, please 

call Sr. Gael at the parish  

office,  

460-0042. Our parish coordinator, Barb Basila will fol-

low-up with your request. 



 

 

At SFA Parish, Lectio Divina offers a 

small group experience of sacred reading 

and faith sharing. The starting point is to 

examine the upcoming Sunday Gospel 

and reflect on its various meanings, and 

then to see how it applies to participants' 

lives. Over the summer, the group will 

meet on the fourth Thursday of 

each month, from 7:00-8:30 p.m., in the 

Great Room. Our next meeting is on May 

29th; all are welcome! For more infor-

mation, contact Eliza-

beth: e.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net.  

mailto:e.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net


 

 

  
 

EDUCATION & FORMATION COMMISSION 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is a 

Christ-centered TWICE Recognized National 

Blue Ribbon School of Academic Excellence 

 

WE ARE YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! Pre-K 3 through 8 th Grade 

Why not give your child or grandchild the GIFT of CATHOLIC 

EDUCATION at Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School!  

Committed to the highest standard of academic excellence, we 

are a regional Catholic school sponsored by St. Francis of Assi-

si, St. Julie Billiart, St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr, and St. Eliza-

beth Seton. (In addition to these four parishes, we also wel-

come children from other parishes or households whose par-

ents are seeking a Christ-centered, excellent educational envi-

ronment.) Within CJB, Jesus illumines all of life, including aca-

demics. We prepare our students by developing the knowledge, 

values, attitudes and skills essential for the unique challenges 

of the 21 st century é and beyond. 

ñOPEN REGISTRATIONò for new students is happening NOW! 

Our online application is available at www.cjbschool.org CJB 

School is located at 9250 W. 167 th Street in Orland Hills. We 

are adjacent to St. Elizabeth Seton Parish. 

Questions may be directed to the Enrollment Director, Cynthia 

Devlin, at 708-403-6525 ext. 

127 éor via email at cdevlin@cjbschool.org 



 

 

EDUCATION & FORMATION COMMISSION 



 

 


