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Rev. Artur Sowa, Pastor 

The St. Francis of 
Assisi Community  
is a welcoming 
Christian family. 
 
We believe in  
Jesus Christ and  
are guided by the 
Holy Spirit and 
the example of   
St. Francis. 
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to  
grow in the 
knowledge of  
our faith rooted 
in the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 
 
 
 

January 05, 2020 

MORSELS & TIDBITS FROM THE PASTOR 
Sunday gospel in everyday English 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem village, Judah territory—this was during Herod’s 
kingship—a band of scholars arrived in Jerusalem from the East. They asked around, 
“Where can we find and pay homage to the newborn King of the Jews? We observed 
a star in the eastern sky that signaled his birth. We’re on pilgrimage to worship him.” 
When word of their inquiry got to Herod, he was terrified—and not Herod alone, but 
most of Jerusalem as well. Herod lost no time. He gathered all the high priests and 
religion scholars in the city together and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be 
born?” They told him, “Bethlehem, Judah territory. The prophet Micah wrote it plainly: 

 
It’s you, Bethlehem, in Judah’s land, 

no longer bringing up the rear. 
From you will come the leader 

who will shepherd-rule my people, my Israel.” 
 
Herod then arranged a secret meeting with the scholars from the East. Pretending to 
be as devout as they were, he got them to tell him exactly when the birth-
announcement star appeared. Then he told them the prophecy about Bethlehem, and 
said, “Go find this child. Leave no stone unturned. As soon as you find him, send word 
and I’ll join you at once in your worship.” 
 
Instructed by the king, they set off. Then the star appeared again, the same star they 
had seen in the eastern skies. It led them on until it hovered over the place of the 
child. They could hardly contain themselves: They were in the right place! They had 
arrived at the right time! 
 
They entered the house and saw the child in the arms of Mary, his mother. Overcome, 
they kneeled and worshiped him. Then they opened their luggage and presented gifts: 
gold, frankincense, myrrh. In a dream, they were warned not to report back to Herod. 
So they worked out another route, left the territory without being seen, and returned to 
their own country (from Matthew 2). 
 
Notes on the Scripture 
Throughout the short Christmas season, we actually celebrate several feasts and so-
lemnities in addition to the solemnity of Christmas: the Holy Family; Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God; and the Epiphany of the Lord, which we celebrate today.  
 
Epiphany, the showing forth of Jesus on earth, is a kind of second Christmas, a cele-
bration that God be- came a human being, just like us. The manifestation of God-with- 
us is a blessing on our world, and on our humanity, which raises our life in the flesh to 
something profoundly holy. Traditionally, it’s a time to bless the home, to remind our-
selves that our earthly home is a sacred place—and that our heavenly home also 
awaits.  
 
House Blessings 
Every year on the Feast of the Epiphany we bless our 
homes. We invite you to adopt this custom in your family. A 
traditional way of doing this is to use chalk to write above the 
home’s entrance, 20 + C + M + B + 20. The letters C, M, B 
have two meanings. They are the initials of the traditional 
names of the three magi: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They also abbreviate the 
Latin words Christus mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless the house.” The “+” 
signs represent the cross and 2020 is the year. 
 
“Chalking the door” is a way to celebrate and literally mark the occasion of the Epipha-
ny and God’s blessing of our lives and home. With time the chalk will fade. As it does 
we let the meaning of the symbols written sink into the depths of our heart and be 
manifest in our words and actions the Latin words, “Christus mansionem benedictat,” 
“May Christ bless the house.” Please, remember to take home the chalk as you leave 
the church and keep this wonderful tradition alive.  



 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS 
  
  
 

 
 
 
 

Monday, January 06 - Epiphany 
♦ Caregiver Support Group, 1:00 pm (NR) 
 
Wednesday, January 08 
♦ Overeaters Anonymous (OA) Meeting, 9:30 

am (GR) 
♦ Youth Ministry Meet the Parents, 4:00 pm 

(SFR) 
♦ Religious Education, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm 

(SFC) 
 

Thursday, January 09 
♦ Bunco, 1:00 pm (GR) 
♦ Youth Ministry Meet the Parents, 4:00 pm 

(SFR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Bereavement Support Group, 7:00 pm (NR) 
♦ Helping Hands, 7:00 pm (SFR) 

 
Friday, January 10 
♦ AA Meeting, 7:30 pm (NR) 
 

 Saturday, January 11 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 8:30 am (SFC) 
♦ Mom’s Play Date, 10:00 am (SFR) 
♦ Knights of Columbus Anniversary Mass, 5:15 

pm (CH) 
 

 Sunday, January 12 
♦ First Grade Mass Lesson, 9:45 am (UH) 
♦ First Grade Family Mass & Coffee And…, 

10:30 am (CH, GR) 
♦ That’s Deep (Youth Ministry), 11:30 am (SFR) 
♦ Simbang Gabi Thanksgiving Mass, 2:30 pm 

(CH, UH) 
♦ Youth Ministry Come and See, 6:00 pm (SFR) 

 

St. Francis is providing free bus 
transportation to the  

March for Life Chicago,  
on Saturday, January 11th 

 
Bus leaves our parking lot at Noon.   

We will attend the March for Life Chicago and 
the Mass for Life at 4:00pm. 

Depart Chicago at approximately 5:00pm 
and arrive at St. Francis by 6:00pm or sooner 

depending on traffic. 
 

We hope to provide some snacks / refresh-
ments on the bus once we have numbers. 

Please contact the parish office  
(708)460-0042 to sign up for the bus.  

  
Any questions please contact  

Bette Bailey:  e.j.bailey@comcast.net 
Your participation can make a difference! 

SAVE THE DATE 



 

 

PARISH LIFE COMMISSION 

The SFA Book Club meets the third Tuesday  
of the month at 

1:00 pm in the Niehaus Room    
 

The book for January 21, 2020 is 
The Whole Town's Talking  

by, Fannie Flagg 
 

The book selected for February 18, 2020 is 
Becoming  

by, Michelle Obama 
 

The SFA Book Club always welcomes  
new members. 

ST. FRANCIS BOOK CLUB 

BUNCO RETURNS 
 

WHEN:  2ND AND 4TH THURSDAYS OF THE MONTH 
       January 9 & 23, 2020 
       1:00 – 3:00 pm 
 

WHERE: GREAT ROOM 
 

WHAT:  INFORMAL BUNCO 
 

SFA:   PARISH WILL PROVIDE DICE AND SCORE CARDS 
 

YOU: BRING A SNACK TO SHARE AND A DESIRE TO HAVE FUN 

We warmly welcome our new parishioners 
(December 2019) to St. Francis of Assisi: 

 
Michael & Jami (Walsh) Jessup 

and son: Jacob 

St. Francis Wolves Teen Volleyball League games 
start up January 9.  See details on next page. 



 

 

EDUCATION & FORMATION COMMISSION 

SFA Youth 
Ministry  

Progressive  
Dinner Tonight 

 
5:30-8:30 PM 

January 5, 2020 
Meet at St. Francis  

 
A progressive 

dinner changes  
location with each 

course of the meal.   
 

SFA Youth Ministry  
will provide trans-
portation to each  

location. 

St. Francis 
Wolves  

Volleyball 
 

Starts Thursday  
January 9, 2020 
Game time TBA 

 
We play against  
the other local 
Churches, and  

play for fun.   
 

All are welcome 
 

Registration consent 
form can be found 

on our website.  
https://

www.sfaorland.org/
xtreme-youth-social.html 

Extra Deep 
Teen Retreat Day 

Sunday January 19 
in St. Francis Center 

1:00—9:00 PM 

Come for as much as 
you’d like 

Prayer, Games, 
Deep Discussions, 

Adoration, and Rec-
onciliation and dinner 

Free 

8th Grade  
Come and See 

 
Sunday March 10, 2019 

7:00-9:00PM  
Youth Room (Lower Level of Church) 

No Registration, No commitment, just come 
and see.   

SFA Youth Ministry… 

Where Teens Encounter Christ and live their 
faith as disciples of Jesus.   

Because you are just as much a part of the 
Body of Christ as everyone else 

 

Come and See.. A night for 8th  

graders to  check out SFA Youth Ministry 

♥   Prayer Experiences 

♥   Explore your 
Faith:  

♥   Fun: Kahoot, 
The Ball Pit, and 
more. 

♥   Friends: Eve-
ryone is welcome. 

♥    Food 

REFLECTION 
FROM NCYC 2019 

By, Michael Pindelski 

A few weeks ago, I had 
the great opportunity to 
attend my second Na-
tional Catholic Youth       
Conference in Indianap-
olis with the theme 
“Blessed, Broken, and 
Given”.  It’s a nation-
wide, three-day event 
which included groups 
of Catholic teenagers 
and their chaperones 
from parishes across 
the United States.    
 
My first impression was 
one of amazement as I 
witnessed over 20,000 
young people fill the 
Lucas Oil Stadium eve-
ry morning and evening 
for keynote speakers, 
concerts, and Mass - all 
in celebration of their 
Catholic faith.  Our jour-
ney continued through-
out the day as we had 



 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

O P E N  H O U S E 
FOR NEW FAMILIES/

NEW STUDENTS 
 

COME AND VISIT YOUR 
TWICE-AWARDED BLUE  

RIBBON PARISH 
SCHOOL! 

3- and 4-year old  
Pre-K thru 8th Grade 

 
Sunday, January 26,  

1:00pm -- 3:00pm 
 

Kindergarten (full day) 
Presentation at 1:15pm 

 
3- and 4-year old Pre-K 
(full day and half day) 

Presentation at 2:00pm  
 

All Grade Levels  
(PK-8th Grade)–Tours 
and Opportunities to 
Speak with Teachers 

 
Plus Visit  and  Shop the  

BOOK FAIR!! 
 

Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin Catholic 

School 
9250 West 167th Street, 
Orland Hills, IL  60487 

 
 We are a Christ-

centered School for  
Children in Grades  

Pre-K3  -  8 
 

We are a twice-
recognized  

“Exemplary High Per-
forming  

National Blue Ribbon 
School  

of Excellence” 
 

For more information, visit 
www.cjbschool.org  

or email Mrs. Cynthia 
Devlin at 

cdevlin@cjbschool.org 
or telephone 708-403-
6525, extension 127 

 

RESPECT LIFE 
“When I meet another parent of a child with Down 
syndrome, there is usually a moment of instant recog-
nition and understanding. Our eyes meet, and we 
smile conspiratorially, as if we’re in on the same se-
cret: the fundamental truth that every life is a good 
and perfect gift. …Our love for our children has noth-
ing to do with their abilities. We love them simply be-
cause of who they are, and understanding this teach-
es us how to truly love everyone.” 
 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
“A Perfect Gift” (www.respectlife.org/a-perfect-gift)  

play in the lives of all 
the young people in my 
family as well as those 
here at St. Francis.  We 
can all make a differ-
ence.   Maybe it’s a 
simple prayer before 
meals with our family 
and friends, or helping 
someone in need.  
 
Whatever it is, living out 
our faith shows our 
young people that we 
practice what we 
preach.  In two years, 
another NCYC confer-
ence will be held.  I pray 
we can fill a bus with all 
our SFA youth and jour-
ney to Indianapolis 
again to strengthen and 
celebrate their faith!   

sus’ love. And everyone 
there was given – given 
to Jesus freely with their 
flaws and              im-
perfections, confident of 
Jesus’ forgiveness.  De-
spite what we may hear 
in the media, our Catho-
lic Faith is alive and well 
in our young people – 
certainly something 
which brings hope to a 
world   starving for 
something to believe in.  
 
To grow in their faith, 
our young people need 
adults to educate and 
witness to their faith.  I 
saw this in the chaper-
ones who attended 
NCYC.  It helped me 
realize the role I can 

several opportunities to 
explore our faith at a 
deeper level. Work-
shops, speakers, adora-
tion of the Blessed Sac-
rament and the sacra-
ment of reconciliation 
were offered during the   
afternoon hours. Of 
course, we also shared 
several meals during 
our stay which gave us 
all the    opportunity to 
discuss our experiences 
and share what we 
learned.      
 
If I had one word to de-
scribe my NCYC experi-
ence, it would be 
“Hope”.  I think all too 
often, as adults, we 
tend to discount the im-
pact our Catholic faith 
has on our young peo-
ple.  But I believe our 
young people are look-
ing for something much 
greater than social me-
dia and technology to 
bring them together.  As 
I walked through the 
conference halls and 
through the stadium, I 
could see high school-
ers excited about being 
a part of this larger 
community of faith. 
 
These young people 
were courteous and po-
lite, spoke confidently 
about their faith, and 
showed a level of en-
thusiasm typically re-
served for celebrities. 
Witnessing all this, I 
could easily see the 
theme of “Blessed, Bro-
ken, and Given” taken 
to heart.  Everyone 
there realized how 
blessed they were to 
have a faith which    
preaches love and for-
giveness.  Everyone 
there was broken be-
cause of their sinful-
ness, but hopeful of Je-



 

 

CJB School Athletic Program Mass Next 
Week, January 12 

The CJB Cardinal’s Athletic Program invites all of you 
to participate in a Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School 
Athletic Program 10:00 am Liturgy at St Elizabeth Se-
ton Parish (9300 W. 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 60467) 
on Sunday, January 12, 2020.  
 
There will be a section of The St. Elizabeth Seton 
Church designated for our seating.  
 
The student/athletes attending are encouraged to wear 
their Cardinal Joseph Bernardin athletic uniform as well 
are the parents/guardians and fans by wearing Cardinal 
Bernardin School colors. 
 
Please email Tina Bugos, tbugos12@gmail.com or 
John Sobol, jfsobol@gmail.com by Monday, January 6, 
2020 to participate in the Mass in a ministry role. 

January, 2020 
 
Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parishioner: 
 
We invite you to attend our Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Cath-
olic School Open House on Sunday, January 26, from 1 – 
3pm.  Sponsored by four parishes (St. Elizabeth Seton, St. 
Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart, and St. Stephen Deacon & 
Martyr), CJB is your Pre-K through 8th Grade Catholic parish 
school.   
 
Last year, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School re-
ceived recognition as an “Exemplary High Performing 
School” by the U.S. Department of Education (meaning CJB 
is among the nation’s highest performing schools as meas-
ured by academic state assessments and nationally-normed 
tests in Reading and Mathematics). This is the second Blue 
Ribbon designation for CJB!  Achieving Blue Ribbon status 
once is outstanding; to receive the designation twice is very 
rare!   
 
This second Blue Ribbon designation makes us prouder than 
ever to invite you to send your children to CJB.   We offer full
-day and half-day 3-year-old and 4-year-old Pre-K and we 
continue to provide full-day Kindergarten, as well!  Come and 
visit these classrooms as well as Grades 1-8.   
 
CJB is going on its 20th year and as we continue growing, we 
have so much to be proud of!  In addition to Blue Ribbon 
academic excellence, our faith-based daily religious instruc-
tion, shared communal prayer and weekly Mass contribute to 
shaping the spiritual lives of our students.  Children are also 
encouraged to maximize their God-given talents by partici-
pating in extra-curricular activities, from athletics to technolo-
gy, and from choir to drama.  In addition to these opportuni-
ties, our students volunteer their time in local community 
service projects.  Our school patron, Joseph Cardinal Ber-
nardin, former Archbishop of Chicago, devoted his life to 
issues of social justice, peace and the sanctity of human life.  
It is important to us that his legacy remains a part of CJB. 
 
We have high expectations of Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Catholic School students.  We challenge them academically, 
and we strive to instill in them the Gospel values.  CJB pro-
vides a loving and nurturing environment in which children 
grow intellectually, spiritually, physically and emotionally.  If 
this is the kind of school that you would like for your child, we 
look forward to welcoming you to our Open House on Janu-
ary 26. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rev. Artur Sowa, Pastor 
James Antos, Interim Principal 
 
P.S.   Visit www.cjbschool.org to complete an online applica-
tion for the 2020-21 school year.   As a registered, practicing 
parishioner, your children are eligible for enrollment at an “in-
parish” rate.  (“Practicing” parishioners are Catholics who 
consistently attend Mass, send their children to Religious 
Education or Catholic school, and support their parish with 
time, talent, and treasure.  This is an on-going expectation 
during years of enrollment at CJB.  Use of parish envelopes 
is expected.) 

*INTERNET SAFETY NIGHT* 
 

Parents are invited to join us as we continue Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin School’s theme of “Internet Safety” 
this year. A representative from the Illinois Attorney 
General’s Office will present information on Cyberbully-
ing and how to keep your child safe while online.  We 
will have a panel discussion with CJB Alum and a 
presentation from Allstate Insurance on Internet Safety.  
To wrap-up the night, expert and author Diana Graber 
will be skyping with us, providing more information on 
the topic.  We hope to see you there! 

 
When:  January 16, 2020 
From:  6:30pm-8:30pm 

Where:  Cardinal Bernardin School 
9250 167th Street 

Orland Hills, IL 

The “Angel Fund” Collection January 25/26 
 
 

Five years ago, CJB’s sponsoring parishes began a 
special collection known as the “Angel Fund.”    This 
collection is taken up one weekend during the year at 
the start of Catholic Schools Week.  The Angel Fund 
is meant to assist parishioner families who may need 
a bit of help in sending their children to CJB.   Last 
year, nearly 20% of our students received some type 
of financial aid from various sources.   
 
As you would understand, many other families are in 
need.  CJB is so very grateful to our sponsoring par-
ishes who subsidize each student who attends CJB. 
Any donation you are able to make is greatly appreci-
ated!  This special collection will take place the 
weekend of January 25 and 26.    

 
Thank you for your kindness. 
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Adult Faith Formation 

AROUND FOR AWHILE, by Fr. Ed Upton 

I write this the last week 
of Advent; you are read-
ing it the first week of 
the New Year. I am still 
reflecting on Advent 
Scripture readings; I 
hope they will provide 
some thoughts as the 
New Year begins. 
 
The Gospel readings in 
the third week of Advent 
share the story of Zach-
ariah and Gabriel; Mary 
and Gabriel.  In both of 
those Gospels, Gabriel, 
the archangel (the mes-
senger) delivers news 
which is a surprise to 
the recipients. Both 
Mary and Elizabeth will 
soon have children. 
Mary says I had no rela-
tions with a man; Eliza-
beth says I am too old.  
Gabriel says this is a 
message from God; 
both women were quite 
surprised.  
 
These Gospels were 
selected to be read at 
the end of Advent be-
cause the time before 
Christmas, and Christ-
mas itself, is a time of 
surprises. Children are 

so excited and can 
barely wait to open pre-
sents. Even as adults, 
we like to surprise a 
loved one with a gift 
they may not have ex-
pected.  
 
But once the gift is 
opened, the element of 
surprise is gone.  We 
know and appreciate 
what was in the pack-
age. As a child, we im-
mediately began to play 
with it, as an adult, we 
begin to use it or plan 
for its use. We are 
pleased and grateful for 
what we found in the 
package. 
 
Once the package is 
opened, batteries sup-
plied, directions read, 
size fits, we leave the 
world of surprise. We 
begin to use and enjoy 
our gift. Soon it be-
comes a part of our rou-
tine.    
 
Frequently, the mes-
sage of Gabriel’s words 
to Mary and Zachariah 
are described as sur-
prise; however that des-

ignation is not accurate.  
His words and the out-
come of his message 
lead not to a momen-
tary surprise, but to life-
long awe.  
 
The understanding of 
Christmas is to bring us 
to a deeper understand-
ing. As we reflect on the 
babe in the manger, we 
need to watch in awe 
and wonder. The Son of 
God has come to hu-
manity.  The challenge 
of Christian life is never 
to take to take the pres-
ence of the Lord for 
granted.   
 
The birth of the Jesus is 
not simply a surprise we 
grow accustomed to. It 
is the profound realiza-
tion that Jesus is with 
us.   
 
As the New Year be-
gins, we should not see 
Christmas as a onetime 
event; rather hold onto 
the abiding presence of 
Jesus. The hectic pace 
of Christmas should 
bring us to the ongoing 
light of Jesus.   



 

 

  
9 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD   Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Epiphany can be un-
derstood as an exten-
sion of the Nativity of 
the Lord that we cele-
brate on December 25. 
While at Christmas we 
celebrate Jesus’ com-
ing as the long-awaited 
king and Messiah of 
the Jewish people, on 
Epiphany we celebrate 
the revelation that Je-
sus is the Savior and 

Light of all nations—
Jews, Gentiles, and all 
people. 
 
The star shines so 
brightly that it attracts 
magi who come from 
far distant countries to 
worship Jesus. They 
are not Jews, yet they 
are drawn to the Light 
of the world. The letter 
to the Ephesians re-

veals that the Light of 
the world was for the 
Gentiles as well as the 
Jews—Christ gathers 
all people into the light 
of his love. The read-
ing from Isaiah also 
describes a gathering 
of diverse peoples, but 
this time it is to the 
light that emanates 
from the people of 
God.  



 

 

HUMAN CONCERNS COMMISSION 

The next meeting of 
the Helping Hands 
Committee will be 

held  
Thursday,  

January 9, 2020  
in the St. Francis 

Room.  
 

Hope to see you 
there! 

BEHIND CLOSED 
DOORS - Caregiver 
Support Group - A 
Caregiver Support 
Group meets monthly at 
St. Francis of Assisi, 
15050 S. The meetings 
are held on the 1st Mon-
day of the month at 
1:00 pm in the Niehaus 
Room (enter through 
the front doors of the 
church and turn to the 
right).  Our next meet-
ing is January 6th.  If 
you have any questions 
regarding this group, 
please call Char 
Klabacha at 708-602-
2019 or Marie Flanagan 
at 708-687-3351.  

 
Children and Adults Sock Collection 

 
The Catholic Charities Committee 

at St. Francis is very excited to announce 
our NEW outreach project: 

 

WARMER FEET 
 

It has come to our attention that St. Blase Child  
Development Center and Our Lady of the Ridge 
PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter) are in  
need of SOCKS -- for both children and adults. 

 
In 2020, SFA Catholic Charities Ministry will be  

collecting NEW crew socks for adults and children. 
Socks will be distributed 4 times a year, starting in 

February. A basket will be available in the coat 
room (off the Narthex) where you can place your 

donations through the entire year.   
 

Questions?  Contact Kim Jauregui 
(mirandakim@hotmail.com).   

 
Your generosity is warmly appreciated! 

Grief Support 
Group gathers at  
St. Francis of As-

sisi on the 2nd 
Thursday of the 

month. Next 
meeting is Janu-
ary 9th at 7:00 
pm.  Each ses-

sion is independ-
ent – and the ses-
sions are open to 
all.  Sessions are 

help in the 
Niehaus Room. 

 
The word CANCER 
strikes fear in one’s 

heart! 
A cancer support  

group meets on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month, 
January 14th at 10:00 
am.  If you or a family 

member lives with  
cancer or recovering 
from cancer, you are 
encouraged and wel-
come to participate in 

our support group.  
 

Sessions are held in  
the Niehaus Room. 

The New Normal 
 
 
 



 

 

Sharing Our Christmas Blessings 
 “for it is giving that we receive”   

Through the generosity of SFA parishioners 421 individuals re-
ceived a beautifully wrapped gift in celebration of the birth of Je-
sus. The monetary and gift card donations will help support the 
hungry, the poor, and those struggling to overcome life’s challeng-
es. Hunger Relief and Food Pantries, Veterans Suppers, Catholic 
Charities & Courage Programs, and our parish’s Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society will benefit from you sharing your blessings. 
 
We would like to acknowledge all the volunteers: The Arrendon-
do, Burberry, Gold, Loizzo, Misiorowski, Obler, Oliver, 
Pacholski, Rzeszutko, Saletta, and Zoladz families.  
 
Steve Alessi, Kelly Boyce, Brian Burzinski,  Ann Carroll, 
Joyce Franklin, Tami Klien, Lee Knapik, Jerri LaRoche, 
Doreen Lenczycki,  Sally O’Rourke, Mary Ann Leodoro,  
Carmel Perino, Teri Sankey, Kevin Scanlon, and Jeannine 
Witkowski 

 
For the 10th year, parishioners Beth & Bill Doyle of TM Doyle Teaming Company very generously donated the truck /driver  

to deliver the gifts. 
  

Special thanks to Sister Gael Gensler, Lorraine Martenson, Corinna Pytel, Paula Belski, Marie Curran, Jill Topf, Allison  
Domenick, Jim Hahn, and staff. 

 
Our apologies to anyone we may have missed, God knows of your contributions. 

 
On behalf of the people who received your gifts THANK YOU and may you have a Blessed New Year! 

Truck loading supervised by Miss 
Lilly, granddaughter of the family 
that donated the delivery truck 

the last 10 years. 

Cardinal Bernardin School and the Scrip team want to extend a 
huge THANK YOU to all our school families, friends and pa-
rishioners from St. Francis of Assisi parish that used the CJB 
Scrip Program for their gift card needs during the Christmas 
season.  
 
Even though the holidays are over, Scrip is still available. 
Scrip is sold at Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School year round.  
We are available on Wednesday evenings from 6:00pm to 
7:00pm in the school lobby and on Friday mornings from 
7:30am to 8:15am in the school cafeteria (lower level of St. 
Elizabeth Seton/O’Mara Hall), or you may use the convenient 

drop off and courier service between the parish office and 
school each week. 
 

•Scrip is SAFER than using credit cards. No fraud, no data 
breach, no identity theft. 
 

•Scrip rebates are GREATER than credit card rewards. 
 
For more information you can access the Scrip link on the CJB 
web page by hovering over the Giving tab and then clicking on 
Scrip in the drop down list. You can find our weekly selling 
schedule, the most up to date vendor listings and Scrip news! 

Thank You St. Francis of Assisi Scrip Shoppers! 



 

 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, January 04 
5:15 PM     Denzel Full, rq. by Trisha Goldberg and John & Katherine Marchi, rq. by 
Daughter and Susan Grigola, rq. by Springer Family and Dennis Niswonger, rq. by Mike & 
Roxanne Zoladz and Helen Capriglione, rq. by John & Virginia Zbos 
 
Sunday, January 05 
7:30 AM    Jean, Marguerite & Robert Abt and Valentine & Adele Bay and Laura Desimpel 
and Frances Umporowicz, rq. by Emil Skorup and Mary T. Foley, rq. by Mike & Tom Foley 
   
9:00 AM    Mary LaValley, rq. by Bernie & Sue Flanagan and Sharon Hajik, rq. by St. 
Francis Helping Hands Committee 
  
10:30 AM    Helen Capriglione, rq. by SFA Choir and Helen Flood, rq. by Tom Kilmartin and 
Thomas Gallagher, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll 
  
12:00 PM      People of St. Francis 
 
Monday,  January 06 
7:45 AM      Robert Esposito, rq. by Joe & Linda Martarano and Jo Mathius, rq. by Marvin 
Mathius, Sr. and Les Bates, rq. by Family and Ralph Tassone, rq. by Vita Bates 
 
Tuesday, January 07 
7:45 AM    People of St. Francis 
 
Wednesday, January 08 
7:45 AM    People of St. Francis 
 
Thursday, January 09 
7:45 AM      People of St. Francis 
 
Friday, January 10 
7:45 AM     People of St. Francis 
     
Saturday, January 11 
5:15 PM     Rose Koetzle, rq. by The Family and William Arzbaecher, rq. by Family and 
Helen Capriglione, rq. by Jim & Cathy Arzbaecher and Camille Drage, rq. by Jim & Cathy 
Arzbaecher and Jose Nieto, rq. by Debbie & Bob Tucker 
 
Sunday, January 12 
7:30 AM    Marie Jeanne Skorup, rq. by Emil Skorup and Mark Bennecke, rq. by Marje 
Curran and Mary T. Foley, rq. by Mike & Tom Foley 
   
9:00 AM    Schweiger & Norris Families, rq. by the Family and Helen Capriglione, rq. by 
Kay & Jerry Saletta and Charles (Guy) Spagnoli, rq. by Kay & Jerry Saletta and Thomas  
Gallagher, rq. by Ray & Marian Peregoy 
  
10:30 AM    Frank Zito, rq. by Barb Moser and Denny Niswonger, rq. by Leanne & Jim 
Hahn and Ralph Tassone, rq. by John & Sheila Pacholski and Genoveva de Leon, rq. by 
Rosalinda Santos and Nicanor de Leon, rq. by Rosalinda Santos 
  
12:00 PM      People of St. Francis 
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 Monday:    1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday:    1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday:   1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday:     1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday:   1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30 
Sunday:    Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Acts 10:34-38;       
          Mt 3:13-17 

SICK  
RELATIVES 
& FRIENDS 

Names of sick relatives 
and friends normally 
appear in the bulletin for 
6 weeks. After six 
weeks, the names are 
written into our parish 
book of prayers for con-
tinued remembrance. At 
the request of the family, 
names will appear in the 
bulletin for a longer peri-
od. 

 

Jonas Astrauskas 
Mariola Baron 

Sister Ellen Mary  
Brenner 

John Brogan 
Mary Calhoun 

Tom Dryer 
Dylan Dryer 

Maria Eugenia          
Fernandez 

Lynn Gainer 
Debbie Lipien 
Sylvia Lukas 

Marge McFadden 
Rosemary Odewald 
Giovanna Picciolini 
Annette Popernik 

Mikaela Rix 
Marge Stevens 
Louis Tassone 

Denise Umporowicz 
Carl Walsh 

Santo  
Maltese 

 
Tania 

Tisocco 



 

 

Please visit the St. Francis Liturgical Minister Web Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 

 12/22/2019 Year to Date 

Budgeted $    23,480.00 $  587,000.00 

Collected $      22,742.00 $  579.652.00 

Net ($          738.00) ($    7,348.00)  

Parish Stewardship  
Please consider  
signing up for  

electronic  
giving.   

 
Go to our website, 
www.sfaorland.org  

and press the “Donate 
Now” button. 

 
You can also use the 

yellow form in your en-
velope packet or call 
the office to sign up:  

708-460-0042 

 January 11 
5:15 PM 

January 12 
7:30 AM 

January 12 
9:00 AM 

January 12 
10:30 AM 

January 12 
12:00 PM 

Presider Fr. Jay Suero Fr. Jay Suero Fr. Jay Suero Rev. Jay Finno Rev. Rich Young 

Deacon John Donahue VOLUNTEER NOW Daniel Carroll Daniel Carroll Michael Pindelski 

Sacristan Elaine Erdman Sharon McCaffrey Barbara Basila Cindy Lucio Adrianne Wieczorek 

Lector Cynthia Patrick (1) 
Sandra Zubik (2) 

Richard Klein (1) 
Gerald Saletta (2) 

Elena Reklaitis (1) 
Vincent Pryor (2) 

Rachel Weber (1) 
Thomas Glynn (2) 

Gabby Bach (1) 
John Pacholski (2) 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Elaine Erdman 
Elizabeth Giron 
H. Paul Harms 
Lisa Kacerovskis 
Lorraine Martenson 
Peter Piazza 
Mary Ann Smith 
Fr. Jay Suero 
Nancy Sullivan 
Martin Terpstra 
Pat Trebe 
John Zubik 

Harriet Antkiewicz 
David Burns 
Bernard Flanagan 
Gael Gensler 
Patricia Goldberg 
Sharon McCaffrey 
James Pedersen 
Vince Saavedra 
Fr. Jay Suero 
Dominic Zambuto 
 
 

Barbara Basila 
Nancy Biggio 
Daniel Carroll 
Patricia Flynn 
Rosemary Januszyk 
Diane Ostrowski 
Kathleen Ostrowski 
Sheila Ramsey 
Fr. Jay Suero 
Judee Tan 
David Trzesniewski 
Rosemary Zielinski 

Rita Beckwith 
Deborah Burzinski 
Daniel Carroll 
Betty Devine 
Gregory Fifer 
Rev. Jay Finno 
Joan Giorgetti 
Mary Greenan 
George Kaminski 
Cindy Lucio 
Janet Modelski 
Marilyn Nelson 

Diane Budz 
Carlene Catalano 
Robert Long 
Mary Jo Noreikis 
Marcia Pavela 
Michael Pindelski 
Adrianne Wieczorek 
Thomas Wieczorek 
Jeannine Witowski 
Rev. Rich Young 
 
 

Altar  
Server 

Anthony Picciolini 
Beck Stukel 
Jack Tobin 

Julia Malysz 
Jack Strolia 
Mia Strolia 

Jayden Tan 
Chris Vittori 
Gabi Vittori 

Anna Bianco 
Jeremy Pozen 
Michael Szumowicz 

Patrick Curran 
Josh Kane 
Ryan Kane 

Usher 

Mike Zoladz (HU) 
Roxanne Zoladz 
Alice Rzeszutko 
Richard Rzeszutko 
Jim Arzbaecher 
Cathy Arzbaecher 
 

Jeffrey Belski (HU) 
Paula Belski 
Bud Wyman 
Mary Ann Wyman 
 
 
 

Luke Hosty (HU) 
Oriano Pagnucci 
Roger Malinowski 
Linda Malinowski 
Peter Walsh 
Richard Wysocki 
(sub requested) 

Brian Whiteford (HU) 
Lynn Pajon 
Janice Ota 
James Winters 
Jay Modelski 
Kelly Struck 
 

Don (David) Hodson 
(HU) 
Rosalie Hodson 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 
15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 

Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  Saturday - 5:15 PM; Sunday - 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM 
and Monday-Friday at 7:45 AM 

The Parish offices are located in the lower level of the church. En-
trance is via the walkway at the west side of the church building.  
Hours 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday thru Friday. Evenings and 
weekends are by appointment. The Chapel is located at the north-
east corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone: 460-0042,  Fax: 460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant: Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...) 
Receptionists: Marge Curran (mcurran@...) & Ann Carroll 
(acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Liturgy Coordinator: Gina Vitucci (gvitucci@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Al Becker 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Eric Franklin, Michael Higgins, Kevin 
Moe, Ryan Reid, Ryan Johnson 
Bulletin Editor: Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
 
MUSIC  Phone: 708-460-9831 
Director: Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org) 
Assistant Director: Anne Madden 
Accompanist: James Draudt 
Children’s Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 

Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...) 
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Phone: 708-460-0042 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org) 
 
The Religious Ed Offices are located in the St. Francis Center, up the 
hill, west of the church. Religious Ed office hours ar Monday thru 
Thursday, 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM. The Religious Ed offices are closed on 
Fridays. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
15010 Wolf Rd., Orland Park, IL  60467 
Phone: 708-460-0155; FAX: 708-460-5086 
Dir: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator: Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 (mkrzyminski@...) 
 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN (CJB) SCHOOL 
9250 W.167th St., Orland Hills, IL 60487 
Phone: 708-403-6525 
Interim Principal: James P. Antos 
Web page: www.cjbschool.org 

 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mkiley@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor 
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

REV. JAY SUERO, Associate Pastor 
(jsuero@sfaorland.org) 

REGISTRATION  Become a registered member of the parish by completing a registration form which is found in Church. 
 
BECOME A CATHOLIC - R.C.I.A.  The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic, please contact the 
parish office at 708-460-0042 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Baptism usually takes place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the month at 1:30 PM. Prior to the Baptism, 
parents need to call the office to make arrangements. A baptismal conference will be set up with the parents. 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN CATHOLIC SCHOOL  Our elementary Catholic regional school is located on the campus of St. Elizabeth 
Seton parish at 167th & 94th Ave. For registration information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Sessions are held on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for 
Grades 1-8, at the St. Francis Center (on the hill).  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 PM and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 PM.  Satur-
day sessions meet from 8:30 - 10:00 AM. Children’s Liturgy of the Word meets on Sundays during the 9 & 10:30 AM Masses for children 4-year
-olds to 4th grade, September-April. Call 708-460-0155 for more information. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and Lent. Individual confessions are 
heard on Saturdays at 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Weddings need to be scheduled at least 4-6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Couples are remind-
ed to secure the church date before the reception hall. Please check our website for more details. 
 
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK Anointing is celebrated every Monday, immediately after the 7:45 AM Mass. Those of advanced 
age or suffering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed. A priest is available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital. Please call 708-460-0042. 
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