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Rev. Artur Sowa, Pastor 

The St. Francis of 
Assisi Community  
is a welcoming 
Christian family. 
 
We believe in  
Jesus Christ and  
are guided by the 
Holy Spirit and 
the example of   
St. Francis. 
 
We gather to  
celebrate, to  
grow in the 
knowledge of  
our faith rooted 
in the Catholic  
tradition, and to 
recognize our  
responsibility to 
reach out to the 
world. 
 
 
 

October 20, 2019   

MORSELS & TIDBITS FROM THE PASTOR 

Sunday gospel in everyday English 
Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently and 
never quit. He said, “There was once a judge in some city who never gave God a 
thought and cared nothing for people. A widow in that city kept after him: ‘My rights are 
being violated. Protect me!’ 
“He never gave her the time of day. But after this went on and on he said to himself, ‘I 
care nothing what God thinks, even less what people think. But because this widow 
won’t quit badgering me, I’d better do something and see that she gets justice.’ ” 
 
Then the Master said, “Do you hear what that judge, corrupt as he is, is saying? So 
what makes you think God won’t step in and work justice for his chosen people, who 
continue to cry out for help? Won’t he stick up for them? I assure you, he will. He will 
not drag his feet. But how much of that kind of persistent faith will the Son of Man find 
on the earth when he returns?” (from Luke 18). 
 
Notes on the Scripture 
Some of the great cathedrals of the world took centuries to build. The architects who 
drew up the plans, the artists who contributed their craft, the patrons who put up the 
money, and the workers who quarried the stone and laid the foundation knew they 
would never worship in the building they were helping to construct. Even their children 
and grandchildren would not enjoy the beauty of this sanctuary. Still, they hauled stone 
after stone and set it into place. They did it for the future, for a church that was yet to 
be imagined. 
 
Raising children is an act of total dedication. For about 18 years it’s an expensive, time-
consuming, heart-rending, sometimes frantic, always vigilant occupation that comes 
with no guarantees whatsoever. Yet many people in every generation go on to have 
children anyway. 
 
Persistence in Faith & Goodness, as in the cause of cathedral-building, child-raising is 
not always easy. We may lose heart during efforts that do not always yield short-term 
results. If it takes a village to raise a child, it takes a community to make a difference. 
With some support over the generations, our efforts can be built as living stones into 
something greater than we can imagine. 
 
Stewardship 
Today we celebrate our Stewardship Sunday. We have a chance to look back on some 
of our accomplishments, hear financial report and be invited to get involved in different 
ministries of our parish. 
 
Prior to this Sunday all the parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi got this wonderful Stew-
ardship Report, which presents our achievements. I hope you had a chance to look at it 
and realized that we have so much to be proud of and a great deal to celebrate. God 
has blessed us abundantly and we have been sharing those blessings with each other.  
 
One millstone we were able to achieve this last year was paying off our mortgage. This 
is a major accomplishment and a sign of great generosity. In 1990 Fr. Upton started 
our parish at the storefront and now, 29 years later, we are blessed to celebrate our 
faith on this beautiful campus, which is not paid off – both the church and rel. education 
center.  
 
I am truly grateful for the many ways our parishioners build up the Kingdom of God. As 
we count our blessings let us continue to share our time, talent and treasure with each 
other. At all the Masses today we will have a chance to look at so many opportunities, 
get involved and sign up for different ministries. May great things continue to happen 
here at St. Francis of Assisi Parish.  



 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS 
 
Monday, October 21 
♦ Lifeline for Parents, 7:00 pm (SFC) 
♦ Peregrine Novena, 7:00 pm (CH) 
 
Tuesday, October 22 
♦ Corinthians / Book of James, 8:30 am (SFC) 
♦ Needles & Things, 12:30 pm (SFR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades, 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Building & Grounds Meeting, 7:00 pm (NR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 5-8, 7:00 pm (SFC) 
♦ Knights of Columbus Social Meeting, 7:30 pm 

(GR) 
 
Wednesday, October 23 
♦ OA Meeting, 9:30 am (GR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Bible Timeline, 7:00 pm (SFC) 
♦ Corinthians / Book of James, 7:00 pm (SFC) 
 
Thursday, October 24 
♦ Minister of Care Training, 9:00 am (GR) 
♦ Religious Ed, Grades 1-8, 4:30 pm (SFC) 
♦ Holy Land Pilgrimage Meeting, 7:00 p,m 

(SFC) 
 
Friday, October 25 
♦ A.A. Meeting, 7:30 pm (NR) 

 
Saturday, October 26 
♦ Women’s Morning of Reflection, 8:30 am 

(SFC) 
♦ NCYC Taffy Apple Fundraiser (Narthex) 
♦ 7th Grade Invitation Mass & Coffee And…, 

5:15 pm (CH, GR) 
 
Sunday, October 27 
♦ 7th Grade Invitation Mass & Coffee And…, 

10:30 am (CH, GR) 
♦ NCYC Taffy Apple Fundraiser (Narthex) 
♦ Peer Leadership Meeting, 11:30 am (SFR) 
♦ Trunk or Treat, 2:00 pm (Parking Lot) 
 
 

 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
St. Francis of Assisi 9th Annual 

Women’s Day of Reflection 
Saturday, October 26th 

8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
More details to follow in future bulletins. 

Can’t wait to see you there! 



 

 

HUMAN CONCERNS COMMISSION 

Date:  Monday, October 21 
 

Time:  7:00 – 8:00 PM 
 

Location:  St. Francis of Assisi Reli-
gious Education Center 

 

Topic:   The use of Narcan in the treat-
ment of an overdose.  

 

Presenter:  Dr. Kathleen Burke, Director 
of Substance Use Initiative 

 
Questions?  Please contact Penny & Dave 

Drown at sfalifelines@gmail.com or Sr. Gael 
Gensler at ggensler@sfaorland.org or call the 

parish office at 708.460.0042. 

Consider joining us in our Christmas  
Outreach SCARF Project! 

 
As part of our annual holiday outreach, the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry crochets warm winter 
scarves for those in need. Our outreach in-
cludes homeless individuals served at Catholic 
Charities’ Supplemental Suppers, as well as 
other groups in need, whether men, women, 
children or teens. Recipients appreciate the 
scarves not only for their warmth, but also for 
the fact that the scarves have been handmade 
especially for them. 
 
Our goal for 2019 is to provide 250 handmade 
scarves and we would welcome your help!  
We are currently working on our scarves for 
men on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month 
from 12:30-2:30 in the St. Francis Room at our 
Prayer Shawl Ministry and Needles and Things 
meetings.  
 
We will explain the project requirements and 
provide the yarn and easy patterns – all we ask 
is a little of your time.   
 
Come and enjoy lively conversation and the 
companionship of fellow parishioners while we 
work together to meet our goal! 
 
For more information, please call the Parish 
Office, (708) 460-0042. 

Do you like to Crochet? 
Would you like to learn how?     

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 
St. Peregrine Novena through 
November 4     St. Peregrine is 
the patron saint for persons suf-
fering from illnesses of all types 
in particular cancer.  Saint Pere-
grine was healed of a cancerous 
ulcer on his leg which was con-
sidered beyond saving. The fame 
of this event in 1325 spread rap-
idly round the western Church.  
 

Christians, and especially the sick, began to invoke his 
name and seek his intercession for the relief of their 
suffering and even for a cure from sickness. The can-
onization of St. Peregrine in 1726 increased people’s 
devotion to him which spread to the universal Church.   
 
7:00 pm in the church, St. Francis of Assisi will 
begin offering a novena to St. Peregrine. The nove-
na will be held for 9 Mondays.  All parishioners are wel-
come to participate. 



 

 

HELP NEEDED!  
 

Are you available once  
a month to help with washing 
and ironing of the purificators 

used during the Mass? 
 

Contact Sr. Gael - 708-460-0042 

LITURGY COMMISSION 

SAVE THE DATE 
Catholic Charities Committee meeting 

Tuesday, October 29 
7:00 pm 

PARISH LIFE COMMISSION 

Trunk or Treat 
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus  

and Mom’s Group 
Sunday October 27  

Decorating at 2PM and the fun begins at 2:30 
 

Prizes for best decorated car,  
family costume and  
individual costume. 

 
Bring candy to share! 

Contact Alana Mitrovich at  
ammitrovich@gmail.com for more info 

 

 

 
HELP WANTED AT ST. GEORGE PARISH 

Looking for a part-time job working  
three days a week?  

 
St. George Parish in Tinley Park  is looking for 
someone who can prepare our weekly parish  
bulletin. Skills needed include knowledge of  

the Publisher program and the ability to create  
a bulletin that is eye catching, appealing and  

an engaging read for our parishioners.   
 

If you are interested or have any questions,  
please call Darlene Georges at  

708.532.2243 Ext. 507    



 

 

Mom’s Night Out 
Friday November 8 at 7 p.m. 

in Upton Hall 
 
 
 

Moms, this is an evening for you to enjoy 
the company of other women in a relaxed 
and creative atmosphere. Get a babysitter 

and come to a painting party just for women. 
This project will include pouring acrylic paint 
on small canvases. Everyone can do this. It 

is simple and fun!  
 

Just sign up in the church office: 460-0042. 
All supplies and snacks are provided. Bring 
your beverage of choice. $7 material fee. 

Sunday, November 
17th, 2 p.m. in Upton 
Hall, lower level of St. 
Francis of Assisi 
 
Let’s have some fun in 
a painting party which 
is a fund raiser for 
Zelda’s Kitchen Witch-
es! Join us as we cre-
ate canvases with im-
agery of hope. This is 
an easy project that 
everyone can do. 
 
Zelda’s Kitchen Witch-
es provides new kitch-
en items to women 
fleeing domestic vio-
lence and women who 
are homeless. The 

women are moving 
into transitional hous-
ing seeking an inde-
pendent life. All pro-
ceeds from this event 
are donated to this 
worthy organization. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All painting materials 
and refreshments will 
be provided. Donation: 
$25. Call the office to 
register: 708-460-0042  

PAINTING HOPE 

Thanks to the  
creative people 

who attended the 
Fall Sip and Paint 

party!  
 

It was great fun 
and fellowship. We 
hope you will join 

us next time. 
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Adult Faith Formation 

AROUND FOR AWHILE, by Fr. Ed Upton 

October 4th was the 
feast of St. Francis.  
His feast provides me 
an opportunity to re-
flect on the naming of 
our parish and our pa-
tron.   
 
Let me begin with a 
history of how the par-
ish name was select-
ed. When Cardinal 
Bernardin issued the 
decree designating the 
territory of this new 
parish, his document 
defined the bounda-
ries, but did not in-
clude a name.    
 
He would make the 
final decision based on 
names presented to 
him.  He did not speci-
fy how the names 
were to be gathered.  
 In August, I spoke at 
St. Michaels’ and St. 
Elizabeth Seton about 
this new parish, and 
invited all who lived 
within our boundaries 
to a meeting at St. 
Michaels’.   
 
As an incentive to at-
tend, I said the name 
of the new parish 
would be selected.  
The meeting was held 
August 29, 1990 – 

about 70 were pre-
sent.  
 
Prior to the meeting, 
the Archdiocese sug-
gested a number of 
names: St. Katara 
Tekakwitha; St Mar-
guerite Buorgeoys;   
St. Margaret of 
Cortina. My sugges-
tion was St. Francis of 
Assisi. There were ad-
ditional names sug-
gested, which I have 
forgotten.   
 
I tried to be open, but 
did offer comments 
about some of the 
suggestions from the 
Archdiocese.   
  
St. Katera Tekakwitha 
– who could pounce or 
spell that name; Mar-
guerite Buorgeoys, 
just didn’t sound right; 
Margaret of Cortona, 
“how shall we say” had 
a loose history before 
entering the convent – 
how to explain her ear-
ly profession to chil-
dren.  
 
Those present were to 
indicate 1st, 2nd and 
3rd choices. The se-
lection of St, Francis, 
was clearly the first 

choice. However, just 
in case someone may 
have thought I 
“altered” the process, I 
kept the ballots for a 
year in case there was 
a challenge. 
    
Why did I like this 
name?  When I was 
first appointed, and 
saw site selected by 
the Archdiocese, I 
thought the land was a 
beautiful, natural site: 
a St. Francis parcel. At 
that time the wet lands 
were not apparent!!!   
 
There were other rea-
sons I thought St. 
Francis would be a 
great choice. (Maybe 
Pope Francis and I 
think alike!)  First, it is 
a recognized Catholic 
name.  As a new par-
ish, I wanted our Cath-
olic identity to be clear.  
Secondly, St Francis 
provided an outstand-
ing understanding of a 
faith life. Today, many 
only know him in con-
nection to pets.  While 
that connection is true, 
Francis had a more 
profound perspective 
than simply concern 
for animals. He was 
teaching the connec-
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Although the hours of 
daylight are rapidly 
dwindling, many peo-
ple would say that 
these October days 
bring the year’s most 
splendid weather. 
Americans are riders 
and joggers, not 
strollers, and so the 
pleasures of the sea-
son are often lost on 
us. This is not the case 
with many Jewish peo-
ple, who observe an 
ancient rule in walking 
to synagogue on the 
Sabbath. On city 
streets and suburban 
sidewalks in many cit-
ies, we may notice 
around sunset the 
nicely dressed families 
walking and chatting 
on Friday afternoon. 

After a short prayer at 
dusk, the families stroll 
home again for a relax-
ing and festive meal. 
They return to syna-
gogue in the morning, 
and then spend an af-
ternoon in family lei-
sure until three stars 
appear in the night sky 
and Sabbath ends. 
 
 Catholics, on the other 
hand, pile into the car 
and drive even a short 
distance to Mass; 
some even divide the 
family to participate at 
different hours. For 
Jews, the leisurely 
walk marks a dividing 
line between hectic life 
commitments and a 
day of abundant joy 
and enrichment. Before 

we became an auto-
mobile culture, Catho-
lics embraced a similar 
pace, and in most plac-
es walked to church. 
These lovely days of 
fall invite us to tap into 
an old and life-giving 
tradition. If you live 
within a mile of your 
church, walk next 
week. If you must 
drive, park at a good 
distance and walk the 
rest of the way. Talk 
about your life, greet 
strangers, notice the 
crunch of leaves under 
your shoes. You may 
be surprised at how 
different Sunday Mass 
feels when it is framed 
by leisure! 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITIONS 
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

readings are about 
persistence, the re-
lentless, unwavering 
pursuit of what must 
not be lost. The read-
ings are about God’s 
passionate persis-
tence in pursuing us, 
seeking to win our 
hearts.  

Luke tells of a court 
case won by a widow, 
despite the dishones-
ty of the judge, be-
cause she will not 
leave him alone. The 
psalm reminds us that 
God is everywhere, 
guarding us from 
harm day and night, 
coming and going, 
now and forever. The 

Today’s readings are 
about persistence, 
passionate persis-
tence. Exodus tells of 
a battle won despite 
weariness because 
Moses, with help from 
Aaron and Hur, held 
his hands raised. Tim-
othy asks that same 
persistence of his 
community and us. 

PERSISTENCE, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

tion and relationship of 
ALL life.   All creatures 
of God; all connected 
– not just animals and 
humans but the very 
earth itself. 
 
It was / is a name 
used by men and 
women and so com-
municates an inclusivi-

ty that is important for 
any church or parish. 
Francis had a clear 
concern for the poor.  
 
He came from a 
wealthy and noble 
family, he renounced 
those riches – he 
tossed his precious 
clothes; live and 
dressed simply.   

PS – My middle name 
is Francis and so was 
my father – just a coin-
cidence. 
 
After I sent the parish 
choice to Cardinal Ber-
nardin he wrote to tell 
me SFA was his favor-
ite.  
 



 

 

EDUCATION & FORMATION COMMISSION 

 

PARENTS: 
YOUR PARISH SCHOOL 

INVITES YOU TO: 
*INTERNET SAFETY 

NIGHT* 
 

TUESDAY, October 22 
6:30pm-8:30pm 

 
CARDINAL JOSEPH 

BERNARDIN CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL  

in the “McBrady Center” 
(9250 W. 167th Street, 

Orland Hills) 
 

Detective Richard 
Wistocki, a nationally 
recognized High Tech-
nology Child Crimes 
Specialist, will be at  
Cardinal Bernardin 

School (in the McBrady 
Center) the evening of 

October 22nd to present 
proactive strategies,  
expert insight, and  

invaluable resources 
designed to empower 
your family to combat 

online predators. 
 

Internet Safety is more 
important than ever!! 
Please join us for a  
special presentation 
about how to protect 
your children from 

online danger!  
 

Please note that this 
presentation is for adults 

only; some of the con-
tent may not be  

suitable for school-age 
children. 

8TH GRADE PARENTS:  We need chaperones for October 30th for the Feed My Starving 
Children project.  

Please give the RE office a call if you can help us out.  (708) 460-0155. 

Parish Families 
please buy a raffle 
ticket - you will help in 
the repair of our Reli-
gious Education Cen-
ter elevator. Part of 
the proceeds from the 
Grand Raffle will help 
to repair our elevator.  
 
Ask your friends and 
relatives to purchase 
one or go all in to-
gether!  
 
Wouldn't it be wonder-
ful if you bought the 
winning ticket and 
helped us to repair 
the elevator at the 
same time?!  
 
The Grand Prize 
drawing is on Octo-
ber 19th at Trivia 
night at 7:00pm.  

 

RESPECT LIFE 
“This year’s theme, Christ Our Hope: In Every 
Season of Life, is particularly suited for the 
times in which we live. The attacks against hu-
man life seem to grow more numerous and cal-
lous by the day. Despite these challenges, we 
know that Christ has conquered sin and death 
once and for all. Through our Christian hope in 
the Resurrection, we are given the grace to per-
severe in faith. Our sacrifices on behalf of the 
Gospel of Life can contribute to the redemption 
of this current culture of death.” 

 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, Chairman  

USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities 
https://www.respectlife.org/letter-from-our-chairman 

CJB Athletic Program Mass on Nov. 10 
 
The Athletic Program of Cardinal Joseph Bernar-
din School is inviting all to participate in the com-
munal 10:30 am Liturgy at St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish on Sunday, November 10, 2019.  
 
This will be the first of four Liturgies, one at each 
supporting Parish for the Cardinal Joseph Bernar-
din 2019-20 school year, where we can unify as 
one athletic program celebrating The Source and 
Summit of Christian Life and The Liturgy, The Eu-
charist.  
 
There will be a section of The St. Francis of Assisi 
Church designated for our seating. Attendance is 
greatly encouraged to strengthen Our Faith as 
One, but not mandatory. 
 
The student/athletes attending are encouraged to 
display their school pride by wearing your Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin athletic uniform as well are the 
parents/guardians, coaches, and staff. There will 
also be some student/athletes participating in the 
Liturgy, i.e. Offertory Gift Bearers, at each Parish’s 
Liturgy. 



 

 

 

Caramel Apples/Caramel 
Corn Fundraiser  

October 19 & 20 , and October 26 & 27 

After all Masses. 

$5 Each or 5 For $20 

 

Proceeds go towards funding for the 
National Catholic Youth Conference. 
We have eight parishioners who will 
attend the three day pilgrimage to  

Indianapolis November 21-24. 

That’s Deep 
Join us October 20,  @ 11:30 in the Youth Room, for  
our next session of That’s Deep.  It’s a teen led dis-
cussion about school, faith, and other things in life.  

 Lunch is included, bring a friend. 

2019 Mission Trip Reflections 



 

 

 

together for one purpose: becoming closer with 
God through prayer and service. 
 
Through a lip-sync dance battle, some intense 
Uno games, church bonding time after four cor-
ners, and a fun-filled free day, I was able to grow 
close with our parish group too, which in turn, 
helped me grow in my own faith. 

 
My workweek group, which consisted of four boys 
from Iowa, Michigan, and Indiana, tackled four 
different tasks in the four work days that week. 
Our first two days were spent doing yard work 
and repainting the front and back porches at Mrs. 
Dorothy’s house. She was a 74 year-old widowed 
woman with the best hugs and the sweetest 
sweet tea. Not only did she make sure to supply 
us with 3 pitchers of her sweet tea at 9am AND 
noon both days, but she also made lunch for us 
(and didn’t forget dessert either). Her generosity 
was unlike any other resident I have ever helped 
at Catholic Heart. I could see God’s love so clear-
ly in her, and I was so grateful to start my work 
week with her because my group and I were 
touched by her kindness and only wanted to 
spread it to others back at camp and back home--
plus we didn’t have to eat the sack lunches from 
Catholic Heart. 
 
Our third day was spent at Mrs. Dianne’s house. 
Our jobs were a little different here, as the ‘Task 
Sheet’ read: 
 

1. Dust around the house 
2. Shred paper from the file cabinets 

 
This was quite unusual for a mission trip work 
day. We were curious about the message God 
was trying to send us that day, but soon realized 
that that day was predicted to be the hottest day 
in Saint Louis this entire year-with temperatures 
reaching well above 100 degrees! With that in 

By, Mia Strolia 
 
Once again Catholic Heart proved to be such a 
positive week where my relationship with God 
grew stronger. I’m Mia Strolia, and this was my 
third year with the SFA teens on the mission trip. 
Along with new friendships, cool experiences, 
and fun challenges, I was exposed to so much 
more of God’s love than I believe I ever have. We 
had some new teens and parent chaperones this 
summer, and I was eager to see what they would 
think of CHWC because they really do a great job 
bringing so many groups from all over the country 



 

 

mind, it was a nice reminder to all of us that we 
didn’t have to question God because He will al-
ways be watching over us, even on the hottest of 
days. 
 
Our resident was 82 
year-old Mrs. Di-
anne who suffered 
from five different 
cancers and hodg-
kin's lymphoma and 
went through se-
vere radiation that 
destroyed nerves 
and muscle tissue 
in her arms, result-
ing in a complete 
loss of use of her 
arms. With her 
arms left to sway at 
her sides, she was 
restricted from com-
pleting the simplest of tasks, such as picking up 
her house phone or even opening a can of pop. 
Yet despite all this, she was always on her toes 
and moving about. In addition, she never hesitat-
ed to catch our grammatical errors when we 
spoke or point out where she saw a dust bunny 
we’d missed. But I struggled in understanding 
how she could have such an alive spirit. She 
couldn’t even open her fridge without assistance, 
so how could she be happy? ̈ ̈God puts challeng-
es in our lives because he knows we will get 
through them,̈ I remember her telling me. ̈ ̈Sure 
things can be frustrating at times, but God has 
blessed me with amazing people to help me live-
and enjoy-my life each and everyday. If it weren’t 
for my condition, I’m sure I never would have met 
you kids!¨ This magnet on her fridge sums up 
what she taught me that day: ¨If you’re breathing, 
God has a purpose for you. As long as you have 
breath, somebody needs what you have. Your 
gifts, your talent, your love, your smile.¨ 
 
Our last day was spent pulling weeds at one 

house and then we 
joined another CHWC 
workgroup in painting a 
few rooms at another 
house. Both residents 
were very nice, so it 
was rewarding when 
they got to see our fin-
ished work. It was nice 
to help another group 
because in general the 
last workday brings a 
lot of pressure if you 
still have a lot to do. 

So, our combined ef-
forts allowed us all to 
get back to camp 
(almost) on time. 
 
As Acts 20:35 says, ̈It 
is more blessed to 
give than to receive.’ 
This week I didn’t 
want to stop 
giving. Giving of my 
time and effort 
brought so much hap-
piness and thankful-
ness to the ones I 
served. God’s love 
radiated through each and every person at Cath-
olic Heart, and that’s what made that week the 
highlight of my summer. I know my service 
doesn’t end here, though. There are plenty of op-
portunities at Saint Francis I plan on taking part 
in, such as filling the backpacks for kids who are 
less fortunate or attending PADS. This week ex-
posed me to so much of God’s love, and I can’t 
wait to continue to share that same love with eve-
ryone here at home. God bless!  

CARDINAL BERNARDIN SCHOOL 
JOB POSTING 

 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School is 
looking to hire part-time MAINTENANCE 
help.    
 
The 25-hour-a week position is non-benefits 
eligible; salary is $15.00/hour.   Applicant 
would work Monday through Friday from 5pm 
until 10:30pm and must be at least 18 years 
of age.  Interested candidates must pass a 
full background investigation through the 
Archdiocese of Chicago.   
 
Responsibilities include general cleaning; 
moving and/or setting up furniture; vacuuming 
and cleaning carpets; sweeping, mopping and 
waxing floors; gathering and disposing of re-
fuse inside and outside of the school; clean-
ing and supplying restrooms.   If interested, 
email Mr. Ray Yanowsky at rayyanows-
ky@steseton.com 



 

 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 
SICK RELATIVES 

& FRIENDS 

William Anderson 
Jonas Astrauskas 
Sister Ellen Mary  

Brenner 
Maria Eugenia          

Fernandez 
Joanne  

Follenweider 
Lynn Gainer 

Carol Gervais 
Carol Grunow 
Jack Killoren 
Jerry Kurth 

Debbie Lipien 
Sr. Bernard Lynch 
Marge McFadden 

Vince McNulty 
Bill O’Neil 

Giovanna Picciolini 
Annette Popernik 

Mikaela Rix 
Anne Ross & baby 

Jim Slattery 
Debra Sovich 
Louis Tassone 
Joe Tumpich 

Marianne Vancina 
Christina  

Valentinas 
Marjane Warren 
Dorothy Weber 

Jack Weber 

Saturday, October 19 
5:15 PM    Daniel S. O’Rourke, rq. by Sally O’Rourke and Jacky Magafas, rq. by Mick & Barb 
Basila and Mary T. Foley, rq. by Bernie & Diane McErlean 
 
Sunday, October 20 
7:30 AM     Annie Francis Davern, rq. by Sue & Bernie Flanagan and Mark Bennecke, rq. by 
SFA Religious Ed Staff and Mary T. Foley, rq. by Mike & Tom Foley 
 
9:00 AM     People of St. Francis 
 
10:30 AM    Jozef Szymanski, rq. by Osmelak Family and Wanda Mrozek, rq. by Janet Hickey 
and Janice Anderson, rq. by Jim & Marian Ward and Paddy Culligan, rq. by Lebert Family and 
Frank Zito, rq. by Barb Moser 
 
12:00 PM      Norb & Lea Retis & Zygmunt Murawski, rq. by Murawski Family and Marvin  
Piasecki, rq. by  The Pajeau Family 
 
Monday,  October 21 
7:45 AM      Michele Sarres (Migel), rq. by Family 
 
Tuesday, October 22 
7:45 AM      Eileen McKeon, rq. by Thomas McKeon and Dolores Zavodny, rq. by McKane Family 
and Mildred & Robert Rodgers, rq. by Bobbi Mangan and Tom Kelly, rq. by Ann Kelly and Anna 
Kubicz, rq. by Family  
 
Wednesday, October 23 
7:45 AM     Brian Buchler, rq. by Mark & Cindy Bennecke and Casey Ciarrocchi, rq. by Family 
and Steve & Victoria Krasinski, rq. by Mark & Lorraine Kowalkowski 
 
Thursday, October 24 
7:45 AM      Mary T. Foley, rq. by Deloris Fischer and John J. O’Neill, rq. by O’Neill Family 
 
Friday, October 25 
7:45 AM     Mary T. Foley, rq. by Jean McNamara & Family 
     
Saturday, October 26 
5:15 PM    Richard Prosser, rq. by Patricia Prosser and Mary T. Foley, rq. by St. Francis RE 
Staff and Frank Zito, rq. by Charlotte Shestokas 
 
Sunday, October 27 
7:30 AM     Jean & Marguerite Abt, Charles & Madeline Pelicant, Valentine & Adele Bay, Laura 
DeSimpel & Frances Umporowicz, rq. by Emil Skorup and Martin Barret, rq. by Family and Mark 
Bennecke, rq. by Terri Sankey 
 
9:00 AM     Loretta Meyer & Ronald Kuliguwski rq. by Joe & Joan Georgetti and Elaine Graff, rq. 
by Terri & Debbie Myron 
 
10:30 AM    Domenic Totorici, rq. by Ray & Marian Peregoy and Elaine Graff, rq. by Rick &  
Theresa Fiscella and Terrance Glynn, rq. by Pat Adams and Livia Roberti, rq. by Chuck & Maria 
Steffens and Lillian Monahan, rq. by Connelly & Norman Family 
 
12:00 PM      People of St. Francis 

William 
Arzbaecher 
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Monday: Rom 4:20-25; Lk 1:69-75; Lk 12:13-21 
 

Tuesday: Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; Ps 40:7-10, 17;  
Lk 12:35-38 
 

Wednesday: Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-8; Lk 12:39-48 
 

Thursday: Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 12:49-53 
 

Friday: Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76-77, 93-94; Lk 12: 
54-59 
 

Saturday: Rom 8:1-11; Ps 24:1b-4ab, 5-6; Lk 13:1-9 
 

Sunday: Sir 35:12-14, 16-18; Ps 34:2-3, 17-19, 23; 2 Tm 4: 
6-8, 16-18; Lk 18:9-14 



 

 

Please visit the St. Francis Liturgical Minister Web Terminal for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer. 

  

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 

 
We joyfully welcomed  
the following children  

into our Christian  
community 

October 13, 2019 
 

Jacob Anthony Gebben 
Son of Anthony & Brittany (Rehm) Gebben 

 
Christian Thomas Mezyk 

Son of Joshua & Monika (Karczmarczyk) Mezyk 

HOLY MATRIMONY 
 

With joy, we announce the marriages of 
 

Peter O’Malley & Holly Oboikovitz 
October 11, 2019 

 
Michael Sliwinski & Vanessa Norman 

October 12, 2019 
 

May your lives always be blessed with God’s love! 

 October 26 
5:15 PM (Mass) 

October 27 
7:30 AM (Mass) 

October 27 
9:00 AM (Mass) 

October 27 
10:30 AM (Mass) 

October 27 
12:00 PM (Mass) 

Presider Rev. Artur Sowa Rev. Ed Upton Rev. Rich Young Rev. Artur Sowa Fr. Jay Suero 

Deacon Mike Kiley John Donahue Daniel Carroll Michael Pindelski Michael Pindelski 

Sacristan Elaine Erdman 
 

Sharon McCaffrey 
 

Betty Kameron 
 

Marjorie Curran 
 

Laureen  
Pietranczyk 

Lector 
James Walsh (1) 
William Farrell (2) 
 

Richard Klein (1) 
Jerri LaRoche (2) 
 

Debbie Lipien (1) 
Casimir (Casey) 
Pytel (2) 

Greg Moe (1) 
Thomas Glynn (2) 
 

Gerald Saletta (1) 
Elena Reklaitis (2) 
 

Eucharistic  
Minister 

Beth Bruozis 
Mary Burmeister 
Elaine Erdman 
Elizabeth Giron 
H. Paul Harms 
Lisa Kacerovskis 
Mike Kiley 
Lorraine Martenson 
Maureen Nis-
wonger 
Peter Piazza 
debi Ross 
Martin Terpstra 

David Burns 
John Donahue 
Patricia Flynn 
Gael Gensler 
Patricia Goldberg 
Sharon McCaffrey 
Eileen McCarthy 
Lynne Sparks 
Carmelita  
Tangonan 
Rev. Ed Upton 
 
 

Steve Alessi 
Kathleen Bieder-
man 
Daniel Carroll 
William Carroll 
Betty Devine 
James Dykas 
Betty Kameron 
Joseph Schweiger 
Judy Schweiger 
Judee Tan 
Anthony Vassolo 
Rev. Rich Young 

Mark Behncke 
Susan Campagna 
Michael Curran 
Wendy Freer 
Mary Greenan 
Karen Koehler 
Janet Modelski 
Sharon Moe 
Michael Pindelski 
Vince Saavedra 
Mary Ann Schillaci 
Rev. Artur Sowa 
 

Cathy Kara 
Robert Long 
Linda McCormick 
Timothy McCormick 
Marcia Pavela 
Laureen Pie-
tranczyk 
Michael Pindelski 
Margaret Sabadosa 
Fr. Jay Suero 
Jeannine Witowski 
 
 

Altar Server 
Jack Tobin 
Chris Vittori 
Anna Walsh 
 

Moira Conway 
Jack Strolia 
Mia Strolia 
 

Elizabeth Dykas 
Emily Dykas 
Amanda Mackowi-
ak 

Anna Bianco 
Patrick Curran 
Brendan 
Siemiawski 

Taylor Healy 
(sub requested) 
Julia Malysz 
Beck Stukel 

Usher 

Nancy Sullivan 
(HU) 
Richard Rzeszutko 
Alice Rzeszutko 
Renee Farrell 
Roxanne Zoladz 
Mike Zoladz 

Jeffrey Belski (HU) 
Paula Belski 
James Pedersen 
Dominic Zambuto 
 
 
 

Ann Carroll (HU) 
Peter Walsh 
Wayne Kameron 
Oriano Pagnucci 
(sub requested) 
Diane Mackowiak 
Brian Barrett 

John Glass (HU) 
Lynn Pajon 
Janice Ota 
(sub requested) 
Jay Modelski 
George Kelley 
Brian Whiteford 

Don (David) Hod-
son (HU) 
Rosalie Hodson 
Luke Hosty 
VOLUNTEER NOW 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 
15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 

Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 
 

MASS SCHEDULE:  Saturday - 5:15 PM; Sunday - 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM 
and Monday-Friday at 7:45 AM 

The Parish offices are located in the lower level of the church. En-
trance is via the walkway at the west side of the church building.  
Hours 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday thru Friday. Evenings and 
weekends are by appointment. The Chapel is located at the north-
east corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone: 460-0042,  Fax: 460-0136 
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...) 
Parish Accountant: Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...) 
Receptionists: Marge Curran (mcurran@...) & Ann Carroll 
(acarroll@...) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Liturgy Coordinator: Gina Vitucci (gvitucci@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Al Becker 
P.T./Weekend Maintenance: Eric Franklin, Michael Higgins, Kevin 
Moe, Ryan Reid, Ryan Johnson 
Bulletin Editor: Jill Hickey Topf (bulletin@sfaorland.org) 
 
MUSIC  Phone: 708-460-9831 
Director: Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org) 
Assistant Director: Anne Madden 
Accompanist: James Draudt 
Children’s Choir Co-Director: Anne Hayes 

Religious Education Cantor: Angela Reynolds (remusic@...) 
Cantor for Parish Funerals, Weddings: Gina Vitucci 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Phone: 708-460-0042 
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org) 
 
The Religious Ed Offices are located in the St. Francis Center, up the 
hill, west of the church. Religious Ed office hours ar Monday thru 
Thursday, 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM. The Religious Ed offices are closed on 
Fridays. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
15010 Wolf Rd., Orland Park, IL  60467 
Phone: 708-460-0155; FAX: 708-460-5086 
Dir: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator: Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 (mkrzyminski@...) 
 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN (CJB) SCHOOL 
9250 W.167th St., Orland Hills, IL 60487 
Phone: 708-403-6525 
Interim Principal: James P. Antos 
Web page: www.cjbschool.org 

 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon 
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mkiley@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor 
(asowa@sfaorland.org) 

REV. JAY SUERO, Associate Pastor 
(jsuero@sfaorland.org) 

REGISTRATION  Become a registered member of the parish by completing a registration form which is found in Church. 
 
BECOME A CATHOLIC - R.C.I.A.  The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic, please contact the 
parish office at 708-460-0042 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Baptism usually takes place on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the month at 1:30 PM. Prior to the Baptism, 
parents need to call the office to make arrangements. A baptismal conference will be set up with the parents. 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN CATHOLIC SCHOOL  Our elementary Catholic regional school is located on the campus of St. Elizabeth 
Seton parish at 167th & 94th Ave. For registration information, contact the school at 708-403-6525. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  Sessions are held on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays for Grades K-8, and on Saturdays for 
Grades 1-8, at the St. Francis Center (on the hill).  Grades K-4 meet from 4:30 to 6:00 PM and grades 4-8 meet from 7:00 to 8:30 PM.  Satur-
day sessions meet from 8:30 - 10:00 AM. Children’s Liturgy of the Word meets on Sundays during the 9 & 10:30 AM Masses for children 4-year
-olds to 4th grade, September-April. Call 708-460-0155 for more information. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and Lent. Individual confessions are 
heard on Saturdays at 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Weddings need to be scheduled at least 4-6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Couples are remind-
ed to secure the church date before the reception hall. Please check our website for more details. 
 
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK Anointing is celebrated every Monday, immediately after the 7:45 AM Mass. Those of advanced 
age or suffering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed. A priest is available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is 
at home or in the hospital. Please call 708-460-0042. 
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