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The St. Francis of
Assisi Community
is a welcoming

The church year always ends on a downbeat: Judgment! Those aware of the
three-year lectionary cycle know that three gospels are used sequentially to
illustrate the idea of Christ the King, and all involve the idea of choices freely
made, and judgment swiftly rendered. The first is the one we hear today: the
straightforward matter of the sheep and the goats. Christ is literally described
as the king who sits in judgment over his subjects. A lifetime of compassion is
rewarded with compassion from the king. A lifetime of indifference and rejection? Alas, the same!
Judgment is a good way to end the church year. It’s the way everything ends.
At the close a satisfying day, don’t we say: “Wow, that was just perfect, wasn’t
it?” At the finish of a difficult day, we also decree: “Glad that’s over! I don’t ever want to go through that again!” We judge movies we see, books we read,
sporting events, leaders leaving office, our employment years at the time of
retirement. And what is an obituary or an epitaph but the last word pronounced
on the subject of us, the measure of our lives, the ultimate evaluation of our
performance?

Christian family.
We believe in
Jesus Christ and
are guided by the
Holy Spirit and
the example of
St. Francis.
We gather to
celebrate, to
grow in the
knowledge of
our faith rooted
in the Catholic
tradition, and to
recognize our
responsibility to
reach out to the
world.

Judgment is how things end. It’s how we end. It’s how the church year comes
to its conclusion. If it seems like a downbeat, we might reconsider it as a preassessment before the boss comes into town and evaluates each performance in real time. Each church year is a dress rehearsal for eternity. How are
we doing in this pandemic year of 2020? What does that progress or regress
tell us about what’s needed looking forward?

Thanksgiving
Our country pauses this week to express gratitude and thanksgiving to God, the author of our lives and source of all blessing. I am truly grateful for our parish and as we
make preparations I invite you to join us for our Thanksgiving Mass at 10 am. Please
keep in mind that this year we have limited numbers that we can accommodate and it
is important to register ahead of time. We will also livestream our mass, so that you
can pray with us from the comfort of your home.
Advent Adjustments
As of November 29th, which is the First Sunday of Advent, we will no longer be able to
admit walk-ins to masses. In order to insure everyone’s safety, we must adhere to the
attendance numbers set by the Archdiocese. Everyone must register ahead of time to
attend Mass.
However, to be able to accommodate more parishioners we are adding 2 additional
Masses on Sundays. Those Masses will be celebrated downstairs, in the Upton Hall at
9am and 11am. Keep in mind those will be much simpler celebrations (no music or
singing) - just to give an opportunity to hear the Word and receive the Eucharist.

EDUCATION & FORMATION COMMISSION
In-Person Religious Ed classes are now Remote.
We anticipate our return date for IN-PERSON classes to be January 19, 2021.

Prayer for Youth

SFA YOUTH MINISTRY

Summer Mission Trip 2021 Last Call
Registration is Now open

Scan to Register

To: Twin Cities, MN
Dates: July 17-23, 2020
Cost: $250 + Fundraising
Incoming Freshmen Through
Graduated Seniors
You can cancel anytime and receive
a full refund.

Loving Father, you look with compassion on
all your children, especially those who are
vulnerable. May we work to create a world in
which every child has access to food, clean
water, shelter, education, health care, and all
other basic rights. May we teach youth about
their role in working for peace, justice and the
common good. May we act together to ensure
that the lives and dignity of children everywhere can be respected. Amen.
As children of one heavenly Father we pray,
"Our Father…"
From USCCB handout for
World Day of Peace 2012

HUMAN CONCERNS COMMISSION
Our 29th Annual Christmas Outreach Appeal
Each Christmas Saint Francis of Assisi Parish has followed the example of Christ to love and serve one another. We
remember to not only sharing our blessings with the people we love, but also with those less fortunate; the hungry, the
poor, and those facing the challenges to overcome life’s difficulties. Let us, as a parish, share God’s blessings this
Christmas to assist our fellow man, especially those in need of our help and prayers.

Christmas Outreach Program supports:







St. Agatha Sharing Tree: purchasing Christmas gifts for over 400 people.
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Charities Committee programs: providing and serving suppers and assisting
children in need.
Dinners at Bishop Goedert Residence to honor US Veterans and Seniors
Women Crisis Center and Courage Program supporting life.
Hunger Relief Programs
St Vincent de Paul directly assisting parishioners of Saint Francis of Assisi.
CJB Script Gift Cards on sale in the Narthex, Nov. 28 & 29 (learn more on next page)
Tags will not be distributed and Wrapped Gifts will not be collected the year
Script Gift Cards and Donations will be collected
Nov. 28 & 29, Dec 5 & 6, Dec 14 & 15

Cardinal Bernardin SCRIP Program Fundraiser
Returns to St. Francis of Assisi Nov. 28/29
This is going to be a very different holiday season.
Even though we still need to social distance, the CJB
SCRIP team will still sell gift cards at St. Francis at all
masses on November 28th & 29th.
Most of our charitable giving is turning to gift cards this
year to reduce handling packages. Many people will not
be getting together to exchange gifts even among our
own families. Gift cards are a great way to continue to
support our sharing parish St. Agatha, the other Outreach programs or send to families members near and
far. We are so excited to be able to serve your gift card
needs and we will have many safety measures in place.
We will have over 200 retailers on hand including Jewel, Target, Wal-Mart, Kohl’s, Discover and Visa. Our
Visa and Discover cards do NOT have any activation
fees. We will also have assorted stocking stuffer $5 &
$10 cards. In lieu of a bulletin stuffer this year, the
Scrip vendor list is available in the narthex immediately.
Save time, gas and stay safe this holiday season. Earn
valuable rebates for your parish or yourself. Our gift
cards are the very same cards you would purchase
at the store. Gift cards are safe and easy to use
without the threat of identity theft.
Payments may be made by cash or check only. If you
have any questions about the program, or would like to
order a large quantity of one vendor, or order from our
Special Order list, please contact Corinna Pytel prior to
November 20th at 708-478-0710.

PARISH LIFE COMMISSION
Come participate in our
for our YouTube video series,
“In the Spirit of St. Francis”
Take a brief moment to record yourself individually or
with your family saying in one word, phrase, or sentence about what you have been thankful for this year. Record on your camera,
phone, tablet etc. and email it to me
(using a cloud link via iCloud, Google
Drive, OneDrive etc.): Fr. Jay Suero @
jsuero@sfaorland.org.
If you are not tech savvy but would still like to participate, stop by the office during our office hours and we
can record you very quickly! I will put together a montage of the different faces of our parish to hopefully inspire and remind us all of the good things we have
been able to still experience in spite of all the negativity
we experienced this year. I will try to fit as many as I
can, but if there are a lot of clips then I may have to
exclude some.
We will release it on Thanksgiving Day morning through
our email blast and will be available on our YouTube
channel. Just type in “St. Francis of Assisi - Orland
Park, IL” in the search bar on YouTube and you should
be able to find it!
If you have any questions, feel free to shoot me an
email (see above) or call the office as well 708-4600042.
Gratefully,
Fr. Jay Suero

ADVENT IN YOUR HOME
Advent is a time of expectation and hope. “Advent” means
“arrival” or “coming,” and it prompts us to pause each day in
December and remember why Jesus came at Christmas. Any
Advent helps us remember why we celebrate Christmas.

THANK YOU SOPHIA!
Sophia Bonaminio wanted to do something to 'feed the
hungry'. So with the help of her family, she reached out to
ask her neighbors for their help - LOOK AT THIS GENEROUS RESPONSE - All will be donated to the Helping
Hands Food Drive.

The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus,
meaning “coming”. Most of us know Advent as a time of anticipation and expectation of the birth of Christ. Advent lasts
for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. The Advent season
invites us to prepare for the ‘three’ comings of Christ:
 The coming of Christ at the end of our earthly life.
 The coming of Christ at the end of the world.
 A remembering of the coming of Christ at Bethlehem.
The readings speak of these comings: PREPARE THE WAY
OF THE LORD. BE ON GUARD, YOU DO NOT KNOW THE
DAY OR THE HOUR OF THE LORD’S COMING.
How will you prepare for Advent this year?

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS
Please keep those listed below in your daily prayers

We joyfully welcomed the following children
into our Christian Community
NOVEMBER 15, 2020
Sean Stephen Murphy

Son of Paul & Kristin (Doody) Murphy

Wallace Richard Rizza

Son of Philip & Nora (Gronowski) Rizza

Saturday, November 21
4:00 PM
Thomas Kunst, rq. by Maureen Dalton and
Marian Ward, rq. by Chuck & Maria Steffens and Patricia
Passerelli, rq. by Kettmann Family and Marian Ward, rq. by
Bernie & Sue Flanagan
6:00 PM

Dr. Michael A. Regan, rq. by Ken Wukovits

Sunday, November 22
8:00 AM
Marie Jeanne Skorup, rq. by Emil Skorup and
Joseph & Marie Killoren, rq. by Rita Killoren and Anrita & Bill
Owens, rq. by Dave & Mary Burns
10:00 AM Maria Winiarski Duffy, rq. by Family and
Barbara Horvath, rq. by Family and Anna Kubicz, rq. by
Family
12:00 PM

Edward S. Czuk
Therese Maduzia
Bernie McErlean

SICK RELATIVES & FRIENDS
Names of sick relatives and friends normally appear in the bulletin for
six weeks. After six weeks, the names are written into our parish
book of prayers for continued remembrance. At the request of the
family, names will appear in the bulletin for a longer period.

Shirlee Baker
Christine Becker
Kay Cernak
Fred Clavio
Carol Colby
Joan Eckel
Rich Egan
Alex Fisher
Joan Fox
Jo Janakowski
Patrick Kiley
Paul Klimek
Lorraine Kowalkowski
Cami Letsos

Sidney Mitera
Debra Molinari
Boyd Nichols
Theresa Oleszkiewicz
Ellie Pacek
Joan Pecor
Joe Perez
Vince Picciola
Giovanna Picciolini
Beverly Purrenhage
Paul Ruzella
Michael Stevenson
Louis Tassone
Bob Winiarski

The COVID-19 pandemic has posed many challenges to the
Archdiocese of Chicago and our parishes, including offertory
funds lost due to the suspension of public liturgies. If you
prefer
electronic
giving,
please
visit:
(https://
www.givecentral.org/location/207) to make a one-time or
recurring gift to the parish and support the vital ministries
and services it provides.

People of St. Francis

Monday, November 23
8:30 AM
Al Gonska, rq. by Darlene Gonska and Barbara
Sommerfeld, rq. By Mike Foley and Marian Ward, rq. by,
John & Virginia Zbos
Tuesday, November 24
8:30 AM
Frank Januszyk, rq by Don & Rosemary
Januszyk and John Brogan, rq. by Jan Ota & Lynn Pajon
Wednesday, November 25
8:30 AM
Ana Panek, rq. By Osmelak Family and Edward
& Dorothy Chanda, rq. by children and Rod Erdman, rq. by
Elaine & Family
Thursday, November 26 - THANKSGIVING DAY
10:00 AM John & Mary B and Mary T. Foley, rq. by Family
and John & Marjorie O’Brien, rq. by Trainor Family and
James & Lorraine Trainor, rq. by Trainor Family and David &
Gary Catalanello, rq. by Marilyn Catalanello and John J.
Coners, rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll and Jim Mangan, rq. by
Bobbi Mangan
Friday, November 27
8:30 AM
People of St. Francis
Saturday, November 28
4:00 PM
Thaddeus Dybala, rq. by Don & Mark Dybala
and Mary Gensler, rq. by Family and Bill Arzbaecher, rq. by
Family and Beverly Bedford, rq. by Family and George
Buckner, rq. by Carol Buckner
6:00 PM
Susan O’Connor, rq. by Gladys & Henry Bartoli
and Ralph Tassone, rq. by Tassone Family
Sunday, November 29
8:00 AM
People of St. Francis
10:00 AM Joann Bischoff, rq. by Family and Marian Ward,
rq. by Brian & Carolyn Whiteford and Daniel Albrecht, rq. by
Bill & Ann Carroll
12:00 PM Florence Monaco, rq. by Jim, Carmen & Anna
Walsh and Marilyn & Stephen Viz, rq. by Topolski Family

St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois 60467-3028
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org Parish phone: 708-460-0042
MASS SCHEDULE: Saturday - 4:00 & 6:00 PM; Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM
and Monday-Friday at 8:30 AM
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL MASSES - CALL 460-0042 OR REGISTER ONLINE

REV. ARTUR SOWA, Pastor
(asowa@sfaorland.org)

REV. JAY SUERO, Associate Pastor
(jsuero@sfaorland.org)

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus
(edfupton@aol.com)

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate
(ggensler@sfaorland.org)

DEACON DANIEL CARROLL, Permanent Deacon
(dcarroll@sfaorland.org)

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org)

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon
(mkiley@sfaorland.org)
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DEACON MICHAEL PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org)

REV. RICH YOUNG, OSA, Weekend Presider

The Parish offices are located in the lower level of the church. Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church building.
Hours 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday thru Friday. Masks are required
in the building. Evenings and weekends are by appointment. The
Chapel is located at the northeast corner of the Church.
ADMINISTRATION Phone: 460-0042, Fax: 460-0136
Office Manager: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org)
Director of Facilities & Operations: Jim Hahn (jhahn@...)
Parish Accountant: Kathleen Biederman (kbiederman@...)
Receptionists: Ann Carroll (acarroll@...), Teri Sankey (tsankey…)
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...)
Liturgy Coordinator: Gina Vitucci (gvitucci@...)
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Al Becker
MUSIC MINISTRY
Phone: 708-460-9831
Director: Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org)

The Religious Ed Offices are located in the St. Francis Center, up the
hill, west of the church. Religious Ed office hours ar Monday thru
Thursday, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM. The Religious Ed offices are closed on
Fridays. Masks are required in the building.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
15010 Wolf Rd., Orland Park, IL 60467
Phone: 708-460-0155; FAX: 708-460-5086
Dir: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org)
Coordinator: Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...)
Office Manager: Maureen Krzyminski, ext. 244 (mkrzyminski@...)
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN (CJB) SCHOOL
9250 W.167th St., Orland Hills, IL 60487
Phone: 708-403-6525
Principal: Kelly Bourrell
Web page: www.cjbschool.org

YOUTH MINISTRY
Phone: 708-460-0042
Youth Minister: Matt Toohill (sfyg@sfaorland.org)

REGISTRATION Become a registered member of the parish by completing a registration form which is found in Church.
BECOME A CATHOLIC - R.C.I.A. The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic, please contact the
parish office at 708-460-0042
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptisms can be arranged by appointment. A baptismal conference will be set up with the parents.
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN CATHOLIC SCHOOL Our elementary Catholic regional school is located on the campus of St. Elizabeth
Seton parish at 167th & 94th Ave. For registration information, contact the school at 708-403-6525.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Sessions are held on alternating Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 4:30pm- 5:30pm for all
grade levels 1-8. Saturday class is from 8:30am-9:30am. Remote classes for all grades 1-8 are available for those who are unable to attend in
person. Please call the Religious Education office at (708)460-0155 or email religioused@sfaorland.org to register or to obtain more information. .
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and Lent. Individual confessions are
heard on Saturdays at 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM. Individual Confessions will be heard at 9:00—9:30 AM to allow time for sanitizing the
church before Funerals and Weddings.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Weddings need to be scheduled at least 4-6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Couples are reminded to secure the church date before the reception hall. Please check our website for more details.
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK Those of advanced age or suffering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed.
A priest is available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is at home or in the hospital. Please call 708-460-0042.
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