
 

 

 

Remembering our Deceased  

All Souls Mass  

November 3, 2025  

:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis  of Assisi Parish 

November 9, 2025 

 

hǤב =ŬħŚĳŋǟ şƳ ůůŋůƺ bħŬŋůƸ 
LħŚŷħŬǹ גֹֹ  ־ָֺֺ



 

 

 

The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

January 11, 2026 
 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

Lessons from Baptizing a Frog 

 

I used to lead an RCIA session on baptism, where I would bring in my Kermit 
the Frog toy from when I was a child and pretend to baptize it. It was a session 
I especially made sure I led when we had children preparing for Easter sacra-
ments. You would think Kermit would have become super holy having been 
baptized so many times, year after year. But, if he had been real, he would not 
have been any holier due to multiple baptisms than he was after the first bap-
tism. He couldnôt be re-baptized. (Not to mention, of course, he is a FROG.)  

 

When Jesus came to John for baptism, he transformed the baptism of repent-
ance that John was practicing into a baptism of redemption. And although we 
are called to repentance over and over in our life, redemption comes to us only 
once. We cannot get baptized again in the Jordan or Sea of Galilee because of 
romantic notions, or come into the Catholic Church by a second baptism so we 
can start all over. Our baptism, whether we can remember it or not, is a one-
time deal. But it is the real deal. Whether you feel it or not, you are sealed for 
Christ, and the stain of original sin has been washed away.  

 

Too many of us take that moment for granted. Yes, you may have been bap-
tized as an infant. But much time has passed since then, and you can work to 
understand the impact that it had on your life. We sometimes look for a good 
time to begin living a stewardship way of life. However, that time already 
passed, and God has been waiting. We are called to reflect on our baptism and 
respond to the call it has placed on our lives. We can respond and be disciples, 
or we can be like Kermit the Frog, always searching for a new start that never 
comes.  

ð Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Blessing for Baptismal Graces 

 

Dear God, 

Through Baptism, You called and 
claimed us as Your own, chosen and 
loved.  

Pour Your blessing upon us as we re-
member our Baptism.  

Plant Your identity in our hearts.  

Help us to live as Your beloved.  

Amen.  

 
ÉLPi 



 

 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of December 2025 

 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $37,400.00   

    Envelopes & Loose               $55,516.00 

 

    Total for December 2025    $150,562.00 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving. It is 

safe, flexible, convenient and con-

sistent. Simply scan the QR code 

or complete the yellow sheet in 

your monthly envelope packet or 

call the parish office.  

 

We thank you for your 

                               continued support. 



 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi  

Preschool Mass  

First Sunday of each Month  

9:30 a.m. mass 

Next Mass : February 1, 2026 

 

St. Francis Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

Grief Support Group 

 

Monday, January 12 th . 2026 

3:30-5pm 

Grief and Secondary Loss 

 

The ñPrimary Lossò of your loved oneôs death causes 

the intense suffering we think of as grieving. 

ñSecondary Lossesò are the losses that connected 

our lives to theirs and all the ways we shared our life 

that no longer exist. This may include roles, family 

structure, financial security. 

Consider joining other óGrieving Heartsô to explore 

and understand ways to work through the triggers of 

Secondary Loss. 

Facilitated by Valerie Piazza LCPC 

 

 

 

 

 

We joyfully welcomed the following children  

into our Christian Community on 

 December 21, 2025 

 

Josie Claire Bentz 

Daughter of Paxson & Kayley (Schabes) Bentz 

 

Henry Gacek 

Son of Maciej & Emily (Barack) Gacek 

 

Memphis Dominic Rehak 

Son of Craig & Megan (Berry) Rehak 

 

 

Garrett Alejandro Winkler 

Son of Austin Winkler &Valeria Lazo Garza 

 

 

 

 

We warmly welcome our new parishioners  

to St. Francis of Assisi 

December 2025 

Eleanor Leone 

Giuseppe (Joe) Leone 

 

Alexander Mondero &  Michelle Grace Silva 

 

James &amp; Margaret (Ptacek) Mason 

 and daughter, Kelly 

 

Matthew & Emily (Kowalczyk) Malatia and son, Luca 

 

Kamil & Susan (Platos) Muchowski and  

children: Logan &  Liliana 

 

Kathy McKenna & Mary Norris 

Laura (Gray) Stang 

 

Vincent & Jean (LaPeruto) Aiello and daughter, Giana 



 

 

  
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 THANK-YOU to the volunteers who so wonderful-

ly offered their time and talent to be certain that 
St. Francis looked its very best for the Holiday  
Season. And it did!!! Beginning with fluffing trees 
and stringing hundreds of lights, they prepared 
the church for Advent and then spent hundreds of 
hours preparing for the Christmas liturgy in the 
Sanctuary, Chapel, Narthex, Great Room and Up-
ton Hall. Fourteen trees enhance the church and 
all were beautifully decorated. Sixty-five poinsetti-
as and pine trees added color and texture. St. 
Francis is truly fortunate to have this team of ded-
icated volunteers working together to get the job 
done. This year we welcomed Nancy and Mary 
and Eileen to the team and two of our volunteer's  
grandchildren came out and helped as 
well. Thank you Anna and Sienna for giving some 
of your free time to help us decorate.  
 
If you would like to join this Merry group of volun-
teers, please  
contact:  debi Ross @ 708-642-8799 
or insidelooks@aol.com. 
All are welcome and ABSOLUTELY no experi-
ence is required.  
We ask that you offer your talent to the beautifica-
tion of the Parish.  
  
Debi Ross  
Chair, Art and Environment Committee   
 

 
 

 

Dear Parishioner: 
 
RE:   THE ANGEL FUND 
 
Each year across the nation, Catholic schools are recognized at Masses and with special school events during Catholic 
Schools Week. 
 
This year, the celebration for our parish school, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School (CJB), will begin with special 
liturgies on Sunday, January 25, at each of our sponsoring parishes (St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart, St. Stephen Dea-
con & Martyr, and St. Elizabeth Seton).   After the designated Sunday masses, CJB staff and students will welcome visitors 
to our all-school Open House from 12noon until 2pm.  Please join us! 
 
As a way to assist parishioner families who may need help sending their child to CJB, our parishes established the ñAngel 
Fund,ò an annual special collection taken at the start of Catholic Schools Week.  This yearôs collection will take place the 
weekend of January 24 and 25, 2026. 
 
Please know that any donation you are able to make to the Angel Fund will be greatly appreciated.  Additionally, donations 
to the Angel Fund are accepted year round in the CJB school office and via the online donation link on our web-
site: www.cjbschool.org 

 
MAY GOD BLESS YOU 
FOR YOUR GOODNESS! 

mailto:insidelooks@aol.com
http://www.cjbschool.org/


 

 

Ministry of Care is an out-

reach service of Saint Fran-

cis of Assisi Parish to those 

who are unable to  

participate in the celebration 

of the Eucharist. Ministers of 

Care bring the Word of God, prayer, 

and Eucharist to fellow parishioners.  

This ministry allows those who are 

home-bound to experience the near-

ness of God and the Christian  

community through the presence of 

the Minister of Care and through the 

reception of the Eucharist at lifeôs 

most difficult moments. 

Home visits are set-up for a mutually 

agreed upon day, time, and  

frequency with an assigned Minister 

of Care. The need may be short- or 

long-term. 

Hospital visits also must be  

scheduled.  

Should you or a loved one have such 

a need, please call Sr. Gael at the 

parish office, 460-0042.  

Our parish coordinator, Barb Basila 

will follow-up with your request. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

February 7, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in The Eucharistic Chapel at 
the base of the Bell tower 

  



 

 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  

GOLF LEAGUE 

 

THINK SPRING! 

THINK GOLF! 

 

CONSIDER JOINING OUR LEAGUE 

FOR A FUN ROUND OF GOLF 

MORE INFORMATION COMING!!!!! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!! 
 

ñLet Us Build A House  

Where Love Can Dwellò 
  

    

Working with Crossroads Mission and 
Habitat for Humanity to Build Houses  

 June 12 & 13, 2026 
 

Build will happen at St. Michaelôs Church 
 

Watch here for future updates! 

 

  
 
Collecting toiletry items for 

 BEDS Plus  
Cicero Avenue Transitional Center  

 
All grooming supplies are needed  
but particularly: 
   - Men and women's body lotions 
   - Shampoo & Conditioner 
   - Deodorant 
   - Toothpaste 
   - Soaps 
   - Women's sanitary products 
   - Shaving cream & razors 
 
It's important that, if possible, donated products 
are full size bottles. 
 
Items can be placed on the Beds Plus Cabinet in 
the closet next to the Narthex.  
 
https://support.beds-plus.org/campaign/689134/donate 



 

 

Our Lady of Fatima  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Start a new family tradition and host Our Lady of 
Fatima in your home for 1 week! After finding a 
special place in your home for her, you will pray a 
rosary for peace every day. This is a beautiful way 
to honor our Blessed Mother and there is nothing 
more needed than prayers for peace. Please use 
the QR code to sign up. 
 
We have many great resources if you need help 
getting started with the rosary!  
 
If you have any questions 
or need assistance  
picking a date or using the  
Sign-up, please email Lauren at 
LaurenMFaxel@gmail.com  
or Bob at rpmonroe11@att.net  

mailto:LaurenMFaxel@gmail.com
mailto:rpmonroe11@att.net

