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The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

January 25, 2026 
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Parish Stewardship 

Month of December 2025 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $37,400.00   

    Envelopes & Loose               $55,516.00 

    Total for December 2025      $92,916.00 

 

Christmas Collection to Date $150,562.00 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving. It is 

safe, flexible, convenient and con-

sistent. Simply scan the QR code 

or complete the yellow sheet in 

your monthly envelope packet or 

call the parish office.  

 

We thank you for your 

                               continued support. 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina  

The Lectio Divina group will re-convene 
on the last Thursday of each month 

January through June 

Next: January 29, 2026 

7:00-8:30 pm 

in the Great Room.  

 
All are welcome to participate as we break  
open the Sunday readings and explore  

how they apply to our lives.  
The January session will include creating a group 

poem in response to the Beatitudes.  

 

For more information contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart 
E.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Preschool Mass  

First Sunday of each Month  

9:30 a.m 

Next Mass : February 1, 2026 

 

St. Francis Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

February 7, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in The Eucharistic Chapel  
at the base of the Bell tower 

 

 

 

February 9, 2026 

Monday 

3:30-5pm 

Grief and Belief: The Impact of Faith 

The path of Grief takes us through the twists and 

turns of an array of emotions, often 

with no clear blueprint. Please consider joining 

other ñGrieving Heartsò to share how 

Faith has impacted your grief journey. 

Facilitated by: Valerie Piazza LCPC 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate the Feast of  the  
Presentation of the Lord  
by bringing your candles to 

 8:30am Mass  
Monday, February 2, 2026.  

 The tradition of blessing 
 candles symbolizes Christ as  

the light of the world  
Father will offer a special blessing for all candles at 

the end of the liturgy,  
for use in your home throughout the year.   

Presentation of the Lord 

February 2 is exactly forty days after December 25, the nativity of Jesus. 

Jewish law (Ex 13:2, 12) dictated that  

Jesus, as the firstborn, be consecrated to God. This was done by the  

parents as they presented their Son in the Temple. 

Jewish law further specified (Lv 12:2-8) that a mother was ritually impure 

after giving birth, and that she had to wait a set period of time (forty days 

for a boy) before she was to offer a sacrifice to the Lord for purification. 

The convergence of these two Jewish regulations  

occasions Lukeôs account of both the Presentation of the Lord and the 

Purification of Mary. These days the liturgical emphasis is more on the 

Presentation of Jesus. Luke highlights the role of Simeon and Anna, two 

righteous Jews who recognized Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah and 

praised God for being able to see and experience such a marvel in their 

lifetimes. 

Simeonôs prayer concerning the special role of Jesus states that Jesus is 

ña light for revelation to the Gentiles.ò This phrase eventually originated 

the custom of blessing candles on this day which were to be used in the 

ceremonies, rituals, and processions throughout the church year. Thus 

February 2 is also known as Candlemas Day. This day is indeed a rich 

 

 

 

Blessing of Throats 

               General Blessing 

A collective blessing for the entire  

congregation will be offered at all Masses on  

Sunday, February 1 

just before the final dismissal. 

Individual Blessing 

For those who wish to receive the traditional individual 

blessing with crossed candles  

this will be offered on the feast day  

Tuesday, February 3 

Feast of St. Blaise  

St. Blaise Blessing of the Throat 

 

This fourth-century Armenian saint was a bishop and martyr and 

is venerated as the patron of those who suffer from illnesses of 

the throat. 

 

On his feast day, Catholics traditionally receive a blessing of the 

throat. This blessing is  

administered by a priest, deacon or a lay minister who follows the 

rites and prayers designated for a layperson. During the blessing, 

the minister takes two candles that were blessed on the feast of 

the Presentation and makes a cross in front of the throat, saying 

ñThrough the intercession of Saint Blaise, bishop and martyr, may 

God deliver you from every disease of the throat and from every 

other illness.ò  

A priest or deacon will then make the sign of the cross. 

                                                                                                                         

 

 

The Helping Hands Committee is once again holding its annual Baby Shower to benefit young mothers in need.  
We will be collecting any NEW unwrapped baby items 

Such as: Clothing, onesies, sleepers, diapers (larger sizes), diaper bags, bottles, formula, burp clothes, strollers, swings,  
car seats ( especially booster seats for older children) baby shampoo, lotion, rash cream, towels, blankets, pacifiers, teethers, baby toys 

Cash donations are always appreciated.  

Donations will be accepted before and after all masses on February 7 & 8 

All donations will benefit the ñCourageò program through St. Germaine Parish and will be distributed to single mothers in the Southwestern greater area.  

Any questions please contact Debby 708-995-5090 



 

 

 



 

 

  
 

 

 

Have you ever considered the call to be a  

Deaon of the Catholic Church?  

Join us at one of the next Inquiry Evenings.  

February  9th, 2026 

7 pm 

St Francis de Sales, 135 Buesching Road, Lake Zurich, IL 

March 9, 2026 

7 pm 

St. John the Evangelist, 502 S. Park Blvd, Streamwood, IL 

April 13, 2026 

7 :30 pm 

St. Alexander Parish, 7025 W 126th  St. Palos Heights, IL 

May 18,  2026  

7 pm . Online (via zoom) 

 

The session will provide an overview of the Deacon Formation 
Program, the application process and information on the ministry 
of deacon. Men, single and married. Are invited to attend.  
Wives are strongly encouraged to accompany their husbands to 
the meeting.  

For information and to register for sessions, contact the Office of the Diac-
onate at 708-366-8900.  



 

 

 
                                                                     
 
 
 
 
Allow Our Lady of Fatima to  

Visit Your Home 
 
Each Sunday, this beautiful statue visits the home of a 
SFA family and stays for one week.  Our goal is for every 
member of our parish to host Our Lady of Fatima! 
 
We ask that while hosting the statue you pray a rosary 
each day for peace in the world, along with any other in-
tentions you may have.  You are more than welcome to 
invite family, friends and neighbors to come and pray the 
rosary with you; however, it is not a requirement.  All Our 
Blessed Mother asks is that you pray with her for peace. 
 
If you would like her to visit your home, please pick a date 
to receive her by using this QR code 
  

If you have any questions or need assistance picking a 
date or  
using the Sign-up, please email Lauren 
at LaurenMFaxel@gmail.com or Bob 
at rpmonroe11@att.net  

 

mailto:LaurenMFaxel@gmail.com
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Start a new family tradition and host Our Lady of 

special place in your home for her, you will pray a 
rosary for peace every day. This is a beautiful way 
to honor our Blessed Mother and there is nothing 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!! 
 

 

ñLet Us Build A House  

Where Love Can Dwellò 
    

Working with Crossroads Mission and Habitat for Hu-
manity to Build Houses  

 June 12 & 13, 2026 
 

Build will happen at St. Michaelôs Church 
 

Watch here for future updates! 
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Ministry of Care is an out-

reach service of Saint Fran-

cis of Assisi Parish to those 

who are unable to  

participate in the celebration 

of the Eucharist. Ministers of Care 

bring the Word of God, prayer, and 

Eucharist to fellow parishioners.  

This ministry allows those who are 

home-bound to experience the near-

ness of God and the Christian  

community through the presence of 

the Minister of Care and through the 

reception of the Eucharist at lifeôs 

most difficult moments. 

Home visits are set-up for a mutually 

agreed upon day, time, and  

frequency with an assigned Minister 

of Care. The need may be short- or 

long-term. 

Hospital visits also must be  

scheduled.  

    

                        Patience 

In practicing patience, we bear any kind of suffering 
for a greater good, safeguard our reason against sor-
row, and ñlook at (other people) with Godôs gaze 
knowing how to distinguish their  
faces from their faults.ò 

In treating others with a spirit of patience, said Pope Francis, we ñlook 
at them é with Godôs gaze, knowing how to distinguish their faces 
from their faults.ò 

ñRushing and impatience are enemies of spiritual life,ò he continued. 
ñGod is love, and those who love do not tire, they are not easily an-
gered; they do not give ultimatums.  
God is patient, God knows how to wait.ò 

Patience is sometimes referred to as being ñannexedò to the moral 
virtue of fortitude. In practicing patience, we bear any kind of suffering 
for a greater good. St. Thomas Aquinas describes patience as a 
means to ñsafeguard the good of reason against sorrow, lest reason 
give way to sorrowò (Sum. II-II, 136, Art. 1). 

The virtue of patience is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22), and 
as Christians who have received the Holy Spirit we are called to ñbe 
patient in tribulationò (Romans 12:12) and to ñpreach the message (of 
Christ) é with great patienceò (2 Timothy 4:2). 


