
 

 

 

Remembering our Deceased 

All Souls Mass 

November 3, 2025  

:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis  of Assisi Parish 

November 9, 2025 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
January 4, 2026 



 

 

 

The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

January 4, 2026 
 

The story of the Wise Men bringing 
gifts to Jesus, the newborn King, is 
a great one, isn’t it? They had a 
great big star in the sky to lead the 
way. I am no Boy Scout, so I am not 
sure how well I would do following 

a star like that. But the important point here is that God led 
them to the manger. The manger was a place that unless 
God specifically showed you this was where the Christ Child 
was born you wouldn’t have believed it. You would have 
passed on by. 

In our lives, there are no big stars in the sky leading us 
where we need to go. It isn’t so easy sometimes discerning 
where God is leading us. We may seek to use our gifts wise-
ly, but in what manner and to what end is not always clear. 

This is where prayer can make a huge difference. If we seek 
to cultivate a prayer life where we are mindful of the pres-
ence of God throughout our day, then the call is easier to 
discern. We can help the process by intentionally offering to 
God in the morning the entirety of the day to come: all our 
actions, all our time, and all our decisions. In the evening, we 
can examine the past hours of the day and reflect on when 
we responded well to Christ’s call and when we fell short. 
Then we resolve to begin again tomorrow, inviting Christ to 
be with us  
every step of the way. God may not offer a star in the sky to 
lead us, but if we invite us on our journey each day, the path 
will be much clearer. 

The Epiphany household blessing is a centuries-old  
tradition that invokes God’s blessing on all who enter one’s 
home. All you need for an Epiphany blessing is chalk. There 
are a few different formulas for blessings out there, but the 
essence of the ritual is always the same: a priest or the head 
of the household calls down God’s blessing on the house 
and everyone who comes into it, and an inscription is made 
above the door in chalk. 
 
The inscription reads: the first two digits of the year + C + M 
+ B + the last two digits of the year. The initials C, M and B 
represent the names of the magi — Caspar, Melchior and 
Balthasar — and also signify the Latin phrase Christus  
mansionem benedicat: “May Christ bless the house.” 



 

 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of November 2025 

 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $39,584.00   

    Envelopes & Loose               $63,197.00 

 

    Total for November 2025    $102,781.00 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving. It is 

safe, flexible, convenient and con-

sistent. Simply scan the QR code 

or complete the yellow sheet in 

your monthly envelope packet or 

call the parish office.  

 

We thank you for your 

                               continued support. 



 

 

  
 

 

 

       TICKETS STILL AVAILABE ! 



 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi  

Preschool Mass  

First Sunday of each Month  

9:30 a.m. mass 

Next Mass : February 1, 2026 

 

St. Francis Room. 

 

 

Dear God, 

It was You who inspired the Magi 
to follow the star to find You. 
Inspire us to seek You, as well.  
Bless our homes and families 
this season, make them places 
where we can encounter You 
through prayer and community. 

Amen. 

©LPi 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Matthew 2:1-12 

When I was 22, I went on a pilgrimage to 
Rome for the Jubilee Year of 2000. I was trav-
eling light with just a backpack, one blue shirt 
and black pants, little money, and no Italian. I 
had a few close friends and one goal: to reach 
the Eternal City. Despite the challenges and 
deprivations, I felt alive in a way I had never 
known before. 

When do you feel most alive? I’d wager it’s 
not when you’re most comfortable or sur-
rounded by stuff. Rather, it’s when your life is 
aimed at something great; when you’re on a 
meaningful and challenging journey with 
good friends. 

That’s the image the Magi give us in today’s 
Gospel. They set out from the East not with 
certainty, but with hope. They study the signs, 
discipline their attention, and journey togeth-
er, offering the best they have when they find 
the newborn King. 

The Church gives us their story at the start of 
the year to reawaken something in us. We are 
not meant to drift. We’re meant to journey as 
pilgrims. The Jubilee Year of 2025 may have 
ended, but our pilgrimage has not. Like the 
magi, the closer we get to Christ, the more 
alive we become. 

Father John Muir 

Observances for the week of  
January 4, 2026 

 

Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord 

Monday: St. John Neumann, Bishop 

Tuesday: St. André Bessette, Religious 

Wednesday: St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 

Next Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord 



 

 

St. John Neumann 
Feast Day: January 5 

Biography St. John Neumann is the patron saint of educators, immigrants, 
and, due to the miracles that secured his canonization, sick children. This is a 
fitting patronage as he was a lover of a education and learning from a very 
young age. In fact, when he was a child, his mother called him “my little  
bibliomaniac” due to his preoccupation with reading. Born in 1811  

Bohemia, in what is now the Czech Republic, he attended the university in Prague preparing for 
ordination. However, his local bishops were not ordaining new priests at the time because  
Bohemia was overstocked with priests. He inquired about ordination all over Europe but received 
the same answer everywhere. Not one to be deterred, John then applied to several United States 
dioceses. Receiving no immediate responses, the saint took a leap of faith and decided to just 
immigrate to the United States in 1836, during his 25th year, with only $40 in his pocket. This 
risk paid off when he was ordained in New York a month later. 

Early in his priesthood he worked primarily as a missionary to German immigrants in Buffalo. 
His missionary work also created an opportunity for him to spend time in Maryland, Virginia,  
Michigan, and Ohio. When he was 29, he joined the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer 
(Redemptorists), a congregation of priests and brothers dedicated to helping the poor and most 
abandoned. He was their first member to profess vows in the United States. 

In 1852, at the age of 41, Neumann became the fourth Bishop of Philadelphia. During this time, 
he organized the individual parochial schools in his region into a diocesan system. This change 
allowed Catholic schools to quickly increase the number of pupils enrolled by almost twentyfold. 
Over the course of his ministry, St. John expanded the number of Catholic schools in his diocese 
from 2 to 100! His passion for education extended to immigrants, like himself, and his love for 
learning languages made it possible for him to hear confessions in English, Spanish, French,  
Italian, Dutch, and Gaelic! 

A man of the people, he could often be found outside the church walls visiting people who were 
sick, staying in taverns and public houses to teach, and celebrating Mass in people’s homes at 
their kitchen tables. He was canonized on June 19, 1977, following three miracles, two of which 
regarded the healing of youth from grave illnesses. St. John Neumann was the first American man 
to be canonized a saint. 

Prayer for St. John Neumann’s intercession 

O St. John Neumann, your ardent desire of bringing all souls to Christ impelled you to leave 
home and country; teach us to live worthily in the spirit of our baptism which makes us all chil-
dren of the one Heavenly  
Father and brothers of Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the family of God. 

Obtain for us that complete dedication in the service of the needy, the weak, the afflicted, and the 
abandoned which so characterized your life. Help us to walk perseveringly in the difficult and at 
times painful paths of duty, strengthened by the Body and Blood of our Redeemer and under the 
watchful protection of Mary our Mother. May death still find us on the sure road to our Father’s 
house, with the light of living faith in our hearts. 



 

 

Ministry of Care is an out-

reach service of Saint Fran-

cis of Assisi Parish to those 

who are unable to  

participate in the celebration 

of the Eucharist. Ministers of 

Care bring the Word of God, prayer, 

and Eucharist to fellow parishioners.  

This ministry allows those who are 

home-bound to experience the near-

ness of God and the Christian  

community through the presence of 

the Minister of Care and through the 

reception of the Eucharist at life’s 

most difficult moments. 

Home visits are set-up for a mutually 

agreed upon day, time, and  

frequency with an assigned Minister 

of Care. The need may be short- or 

long-term. 

Hospital visits also must be  

scheduled.  

Should you or a loved one have such 

a need, please call Sr. Gael at the 

parish office, 460-0042.  

Our parish coordinator, Barb Basila 

will follow-up with your request. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

February 7, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will meet in Eucharistic Chapel 

MINISTRY OF CARE TRAINING 

Tuesdays, January 27, February 3 & 10, 2024 

Starting with light meal 4:45 – 8:00 pm 

Our Lady of the Woods, 10731 W 131st St, Orland Park, IL 60462 

Come to the Hospitality Room on the main floor of the church 

Participation in these sessions meets the Office for Divine Worship, Archdio-

cese of Chicago, requirements to be eligible for mandating as a parish Minister 

of Care, ministering to the sick and homebound members of the parish. Partici-

pants must be approved and sent by a member of their parish Pastoral Team. 

The session will include such topics as spirituality of ministry, ministry to the 

aged, the experience of suffering, dying and death, pastoral listening skills, 

prayer and Eucharist, and the theological and practical dimensions of ministry. 

This seminar provides fresh theology and insights into the pastoral practice of 

the Ministry of Care. 

Our presenters are Sr. Gael Gensler, who is presently the pastoral associate at 

St. Francis of Assisi parish. She has been involved in parish ministry for over 

twenty-five years. She currently co-ordinates the ministry of care for the parish 

with Barbara Basila, who is the parish coordinator of Minister of Care for 9 

years and a minister for 20 years. 

To register go to https://ministrycommissionv5.com 

  



 

 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  

GOLF LEAGUE 

 

THINK SPRING! 

THINK GOLF! 

 

CONSIDER JOINING OUR LEAGUE 

FOR A FUN ROUND OF GOLF 

MORE INFORMATION COMING!!!!! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!! 
 

“Let Us Build A House  

Where Love Can Dwell” 
  

    

Working with Crossroads Mission and 
Habitat for Humanity to Build Houses  

 June 12 & 13, 2026 
 

Build will happen at St. Michael’s Church 
 

Watch here for future updates! 

 

 

The Three Wise Men 

 

Question: 

Magi, Three Kings, Three Wise Men…who 
were they? 

 

Answer: 

We sing songs, give gifts, and move three 
mysterious men into our manger scenes. 
There’s a rich heritage in the Catholic Church 
of celebrating the magi, but their origins are 
steeped in mystery. The original Greek calls 
these men magoi. The word is translated  
elsewhere in Scripture to mean “magician,” 
but a similar word was used in ancient history 
to describe an entirely different set of people 
altogether. In what is now modern-day Iran, 
the ruling empire had a wealthy priestly caste 
known as the Magi. At the time of Christ, the 
Magi formed one of the ruling councils of the 
Parthian Empire. These priests interpreted 
dreams and read the stars to anticipate major 
events that could affect the fortunes of the  
empire. 

We’re not exactly sure where the magi of the 
Gospels traveled from. Matthew simply says 
“the east.” History tells us that the ancient re-
gions of Persia, Assyria, and Babylon all had a 
magi priesthood at the time of Christ.  
Whichever region they hailed from, they likely 
traveled over one thousand miles over the 
course of several months to arrive at the Holy 
Family. Unfortunately for the classic song, 
there is no concrete evidence these men were 
themselves kings, though they did bear gifts 
“from afar” at the prompting of their  
astronomical calculations. 
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Dear Parishioner: 
RE:   THE ANGEL FUND 
 
Each year across the nation, Catholic schools are recognized at Masses and with special school events during Catholic 
Schools Week. 
 
This year, the celebration for our parish school, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School (CJB), will begin with special 
liturgies on Sunday, January 25, at each of our sponsoring parishes (St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart, St. Stephen Dea-
con & Martyr, and St. Elizabeth Seton).   After the designated Sunday masses, CJB staff and students will welcome visitors 
to our all-school Open House from 12noon until 2pm.  Please join us! 
 
As a way to assist parishioner families who may need help sending their child to CJB, our parishes established the “Angel 
Fund,” an annual special collection taken at the start of Catholic Schools Week.  This year’s collection will take place the 
weekend of January 24 and 25, 2026. 
 
Please know that any donation you are able to make to the Angel Fund will be greatly appreciated.  Additionally, donations 
to the Angel Fund are accepted year round in the CJB school office and via the online donation link on our web-
site: www.cjbschool.org 

 
MAY GOD BLESS YOU 
FOR YOUR GOODNESS! 
  
  
 

 

http://www.cjbschool.org/


 

 

Our Lady of Fatima  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Start a new family tradition and host Our Lady of 
Fatima in your home for 1 week! After finding a 
special place in your home for her, you will pray a 
rosary for peace every day. This is a beautiful way 
to honor our Blessed Mother and there is nothing 
more needed than prayers for peace. Please use 
the QR code to sign up. 
 
We have many great resources if you need help 
getting started with the rosary!  
 
If you have any questions 
or need assistance  
picking a date or using the  
Sign-up, please email Lauren at 
LaurenMFaxel@gmail.com  
or Bob at rpmonroe11@att.net  

mailto:LaurenMFaxel@gmail.com
mailto:rpmonroe11@att.net


 

 

 



 

 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Please keep those listed below in your daily prayers 

 
Saturday, January 3rd 
5:00PM Zygmunt Murawski rq. by The Murawski Family, John 
Hannon rq. by Mary & Joseph McDermott, Nancy Webster rq. 
by Bob & Vicki Carlo 
 
Sunday, January 4th 
8:00AM Denzel Full rq. by Tricia Goldberg 
 
10:00AM Emily S. Wic rq. by family, Stanley Komperda rq. by 
family, Lena Staab rq. by Maria Damico, Elaine Erdman rq. by 
SFA Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
12:00PM The People of St. Francis 
 
Monday, January 5th 
8:30AM Gail Saternus rq. by family, Kenneth Stack rq. by The 
Carlo Family 
 
Tuesday, January 6th 
8:30AM Gail Saternus rq. by family, Robert Smith rq. by Ray 
& Marian Peregoy, Walter Liptak rq. by Dianna Liptak 
 
Wednesday, January 7th 
8:30AM John McCormick rq. by The McCormick Family, Ei-
leen Leonard rq. by Pat Leonard, Bob Smith rq. by Chuck & 
Maria Steffens, Kristina Kaczmark rq. by The Kaczmark  
Family 
 
Thursday, January 8th 
8:30AM The People of St. Francis 
 
Friday, January 9th 
8:30AM The People of St. Francis 
 
Saturday, January 10th 
5:00PM John & Katherine Marchi rq. by Tina Bonato, Jerry 
Kurth rq. by Mary Sue McWilliams, Mary Ruane (healing) rq. 
by Mary McDermott, Al Bettinardi rq. by Tina Bonato & family, 
Walter Norton Jr. rq. by John & Sheila Pacholski 
 
Sunday, January 11th 
8:00AM The People of St. Francis 
 
10:00AM Rose Koetzle rq. by children & grandchildren, Jack-
ie Becker rq. by Cathy Paben & family, Russell Vaccaro rq. by 
Ted Grekowicz 
 
12:00PM Bette Pieczynski rq. by Susan Campagna, Kevin 
Walsh rq. by The McGovern Family 

Baby Sarah Jane 

Leslie Bartosz 

Al Becker 

Genny Bloudzis 

Frances Bonaguro 

Dorothy Brick 

Robert Carlson 

Juan Centeno 

Joe Condon 

Felicitas Cortez 

Mary Cuci 

Lynn Dacosse 

Bridget Deady 

Carrie Dilger 

Karen DiOrio 

Robert Dolph 

Leslie Drew 

Brian Dunleavy 

Mary Jean Durnik 

Richard Egan 

Michael Farley 

Rich Finn 

Kay Flanagan 

Francisco Garcet 

Linda Godliski 

Luis Emilio Gonzalez 

Terry Griner 

Donald Hayes 

Randy Jennings 

Wayne Kalciak 

Linda Katsiubas 

Geraldine Kelley 

Sarah Kraling 

Terri Larsen 

Elizabeth Lemonowski 

Lily Lopez 

Lucyna Lujarska 

Renata Malysz 

Dylan Manning 

Joe March 

Danny Martinez 

Emily Mallon-Brock 

Emmett McEldowney 

Doreen Miller 

Jennifer Mitchell 

Eugene Mudgett 

Sheila O’Brien 

Alison Odak 

Joann O’Dea 

Margaret Olson 

Elzieta Osmelak 

Wlasyslaw Pawlikowski 

Jesse Pena 

Fred Pesek 

Thomas & Jane Quinn 

McElena Ramirez 

Lissa Rudolph 

Anthony Sabtia 

Jennifer Savini 

Len Schillaci, Jr. 

Noreen Sebastian 

Frank Solatka 

Patricia Staab 

Dorothy Stanis 

Carol Suich 

Mary Thompson 

Richard Tittle 

Kristian Tovar 

Kimberly Trochuck 

Peter Turney 

Bill & Verne Tuttle 

Jerry Vancina 

Kamilla Welke 

Mary Whiteford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are now accepting Mass Intentions for the 
2026 calendar year. 

To schedule a Mass, please visit or call the 

 Parish Office during normal business hours. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

 

 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: Saturday - 5:00 PM; Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE:  Monday-Friday at 8:30 AM 

The Parish offices are located in the lower level of the church. 
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church building.  
Hours 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday thru Friday. 
Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Chapel is located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone: 460-0042,  Fax: 460-0136 
Director of Operations: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities: Jason Snoreck (jsnoreck@sfaorland.org) 
Parish Accountant: Bill Carroll (bcarroll@sfaorland.org) 
Receptionists: Ann Carroll (acarroll@sfaorland.org ) 
                          Teri Sankey (tsankey@sfaorland.org) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@sfaorland.org) 
Liturgy Coordinator: Gina Vitucci (gvitucci@.sgaorland.org) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Tony Candelaria 
 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY   
Phone: 708-460-9831 
Director: Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org) 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Phone: 708-460-0042 
Youth Minister Coordinator: Claire Resuta (sfyg@sfaorland.org) 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
15010 Wolf Rd., Orland Park, IL  60467 
Phone: 708-460-0155; FAX: 708-460-5086 
Dir: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator: Jackie O’Malley, ext. 242 (jomalley@.sfaorland.org) 
Office Manager: Caroline McNulty ext. 244  
 
The Religious Ed Offices are located in the St. Francis Center, up the 
hill, west of the church.  
Religious Ed office hours are Monday - Thursday, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM. 
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays. 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN (CJB) SCHOOL 
9250 W.167th St., Orland Hills, IL 60487 
Phone: 708-403-6525 
Principal: Jeanne Pagliaro  
Web page: www.cjbschool.org 
 
Our elementary Catholic Regional school is located 
on the campus of St. Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th & 94th Ave.  
 
 
Bulletin Submission: Bulletin@sfaorland.org 

MOST REVEREND. ROBERT FEDEK Pastor 
(rfedek@sfaorland.org) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

 

REV. JAY SUERO, Associate Pastor 
(jsuero@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

REV. GEOFREY ANDAMA, Associate Pastor 
(gandama@sfaorland.org) 

 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mkiley@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON TIM McCORMICK, Permanent Deacon 
(tmccormick@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON BRIAN WHITEFORD, Permanent Deacon 
(bwhiteford@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

 

REGISTRATION  Become a registered member of the parish by completing a registration form which is found in Church. 
 

BECOME A CATHOLIC - R.C.I.A.  The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic, please contact the 
parish office at 708-460-0042 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Baptisms can be arranged by appointment. A baptismal conference will be set up with the parents. 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and Lent. Individual confessions are 
heard on Saturdays at 8:30 AM before Funerals and Weddings. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Weddings need to be scheduled at least 4-6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Couples are remind-
ed to secure the church date before the reception hall. Please check our website for more details. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK  Those of advanced age or suffering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed. 
A priest is available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is at home or in the hospital. Please call 708-460-0042. Anointing will also be 
offered on the first Monday of the month after Morning Mass.  

http://www.sfaorland.org/
https://cjbschool.org/

