
 

 

 

Remembering our Deceased  

All Souls Mass  

November 3, 2025  

:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis  of Assisi Parish 

November 9, 2025 

 St Francis of Assisi Parish 

November 23, 2025 



 

 

 

The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

November 23, 2025 
 

The King Who Hangs Beside Us 

 

We love to hate the bad thief. 

Ancient Christian tradition has called him by the name 
òGestas.ó In contrast to Dismas, òthe good thiefó who  
recognized and repented of his own sins, Gestas goes down  
bitter and swinging. With his last breaths he taunts Jesus,  
poking fun at the absurdity of a deity who allows himself to be 
crucified by mortals. òAre you not the Christ?ó he sneers. 

But his final words betray an undercurrent of desperation. Of 
terror. In the end, Gestas just wants Jesus to save him. 

Itõs taken me a few hundred read-throughs of this Gospel pas-
sage to finally understand a painful truth: I am Gestas. I hang 
from my own cross ñ we all do, in this life. But Iõm lucky 
enough that my cross is right beside Jesus, because the sacra-
ments bring him as close to me as he was to Gestas ñ closer, 
even. How unfathomable is the mercy of God. 

And yet, I am not grateful. I donõt rejoice at my proximity to my 
Lord, to the flesh and blood that have bought my salvation. I 
donõt do what I should do, and what Dismas does. I donõt say, 
òWherever you are King, please, let me be your subject.  
Wherever you are going, please, take me with you.ó 

òAre you not the Christ?ó I say instead. And what I mean is ex-
actly what Gestas meant: òGet me down. Take this cross away. 
I donõt want it. I canõt take it.ó 

What a tragedy it would be, if all Christ had to offer us was an 
easier life.  

None of this looks like anyone thought it would. The long-
foretold Messiah, whose majesty and might would eradicate vi-
olence and establish peace. The guy who was going to make 
everything okay again. The King of the Jews. And here he 
hangs: bleeding and dying and doing what looks like nothing. 
Staring at Gestas. Staring at me. Staring at you. 

What will you say to him? 
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Parish Stewardship 

Month of October 2025 

 

 

    Electronic Giving              $34,471.00   

    Envelopes & Loose            $47,773.00 

 

    Total for October 2025        $82,244.00 

 

 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving. It is 

safe, flexible, convenient and con-

sistent. Simply scan the QR code 

or complete the yellow sheet in 

your monthly envelope packet or 

call the parish office.  

We thank you for your  

                           continued support. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Lectio Divina Fall Schedule  

 
The Lectio Divina Group will be meeting  
from 7:00-8:30 p.m. on the following on 

 Monday, November 24th 
Thursdays December 18th; 

it will also convene on Monday, November 24th.  
Our format is to reflect on the deeper meanings of the Sunday 
readings and then consider how they apply to our individual 

lives. All are welcome! 

 For more information, contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart, e.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net. 

    

 

 

 

November 22 & 23  

Get ready for Advent!  

Reflection booklets,  
children's materials,  
and other resources are  
available for pickup  
on table in the narthex. 

 

We invite you to stop by and  
find materials for your  
spiritual journey.  

mailto:e.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net


 

 

  
 

 



 

 

Rosary for Life 

Please join us for the Rosary for Life  
 

December 6, 2025 
10:00 Am 

We will meet in the Eucharist Chapel  
at the base of the Bell Tower.  

Hope to see you there! 

 SACRED HEART MISSION UPDATE 

It was another great visit to Sacred Heart today, November 

9th! We were so happy to welcome first-timers, Denise 

Hale and Susan Connelly from SFA, to the trip. You all fit 

right in! Susan was eagerly appreciated by members of the 

Sacred Heart Congregation who recognized her superior 

baking skills with many thanks for what she has been send-

ing every month. And I had to drag Denise out of there 

when it was time to go, she was enjoying the fellowship so 

much! LOL  

Denise has already decided to commit to the next visit to 

Pembroke Township on Sunday, December 14th!  

Lida and Bob are quite the regulars who tell us where to put 

supplies and keep things organized. They have been so 

committed to this Mission. Several members of the SH con-

gregation greet them with hugs of gratitude and friendship. 

They were also responsible for bringing the pizzas from a 

local establishment that everyone enjoyed.  

Bill Doyle, the quiet man who stands at the ready to help 

however he can, drove Denise and me, brought fresh fruit 

and delicious mostaccioli as well as cases and cases of water 

and most of the supplies our most generous parishioners 

provided. (I have before and after photos of what the supply

-laden tables that were quite empty after Mass looked like. 

We had enough paper towels to store packages in the stock-

room to distribute as needed.) The donations from our  

parish are overwhelming and so greatly appreciated by the 

people of Sacred Heart! It is just wonderful to see.  

- Lori Dilger 

 

 

Thank you to the members of the Art and Environment 

Committee for their help with preparations for the parish  

35th Anniversary celebration > 

This amazing team of parishioners works tirelessly all  

season long to be sure the church always looks amazing. 

If you have a love of flowers and want to be a part of this 

incredible team, we invite you to join us. No liturgical  

experience is necessary.  Just a desire to serve the parish. 

Please contact debi Ross @ 708-642-8799 
or insidelooks@aol.com 
 

All are welcome!!!!! 

mailto:insidelooks@aol.com


 

 

 St. Francis of Assisi Preschool Mass  

First Sunday of each Month  

9:30 a.m. mass 

Next Mass : December 7, 2025 

St. Francis room. 

Perhaps, St. Nicholas will join us! 

 

 



 

 

 


