
 

 

 

Remembering our Deceased 

All Souls Mass 

November 3, 2025  

:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis  of Assisi Parish 

November 9, 2025 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

December 14, 2025  



 

 

 

The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

December 14, 2025 
 

The Advent Wreath as we know it today is a modern spin 
on an ancient practice — or rather, several of them. 
Christians have always utilized candles to illustrate the 
metaphor of Christ as the ñgreat lightò shining on a people 
waiting in darkness (Isaiah 9:2). Historians tell us that 
pre-Christian societies in Europe also viewed candles as 
symbolic of the coming light of spring, and may have used 
wreaths of natural material along with these 
candles. Traditions and rituals surrounding an ñAdvent 
Wreathò are often thought to have originated in the  
Lutheran tradition in 16th-century Germany. Today,  
Advent Wreaths are a practice embraced by most  
Christians in the Western world. 
An Advent Wreath consists of a circle of evergreen and four 
candles, one for each week of Advent. Three of the candles 
are purple; one is rose, representing Gaudete Sunday, a 
time of rejoicing at the closeness of Christmas. In Catholi-
cism, Advent Wreaths are blessed on the First Sunday of 
Advent. For Advent Wreaths in private homes, it is appro-
priate for a family member to perform the 
blessing. 

The Jesse Tree is an Advent practice 
which recounts the history of salvation by 
tracing the lineage of Christ — the fore-
told ñshoot from the stump of Jesseò who 
will bring peace and unity to the people of 
God (Isaiah 11:1). 
In a way, creating a Jesse tree is the  
telling of one big story — the redemption 

of man — through the telling of many smaller stories — the 
fall of Adam, Godôs promise to Abraham, the wandering of 
the Israelites, the greatness of David and the humble  
submission of Mary. A Jesse tree is adorned with symbols 
of these various people and stories, with the earliest ones 
hung from the topmost branches, progressing downward. 
There are different versions of the Jesse Tree featuring  
different Old Testament figures and stories, but all begin 
with Adam and end with the birth of Jesus. It is an easy tra-
dition to practice at home — all you need is a tree, paper,  
markers, scissors, string and a Bible. 
©LPi  



 

 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of November 2025 

 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $39,584.00   

    Envelopes & Loose               $63,197.00 

 

    Total for November 2025    $102,781.00 

 

 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving. It is 

safe, flexible, convenient and con-

sistent. Simply scan the QR code 

or complete the yellow sheet in 

your monthly envelope packet or 

call the parish office.  

We thank you for your  

                           continued support. 

 



 

 

December Grief Support Group 

Monday, December 15th  

3:30-5pm 

Grieving During the Holidays 

Holidays are difficult for anyone who has  

experienced the death of a loved one. 

Join other ógrieving heartsô to explore how to  

create meaningful ways to find comfort,  

hope and connection, as you hold both  

happy memories and sadness. 

You are not alone. 

Facilitated by Valerie Piazza LCPC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Francis Of Assisi Parish 

 

Saturday December 20, 2025 

8:30 am 

& 

Monday December 22, 2025 

7:30 PM 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  
St. Francis of Assisi is credited with staging the first nativity scene in 1223. The only  
historical account we have of Francisô nativity scene comes from The Life of St. Francis of Assisi by St.  
Bonaventure. According to Bonaventureôs biography, St. Francis got permission from Pope Honorius III to set up 
a manger with hay and two live animals—an ox and an ass—in a cave in the Italian village of Grecio. He then 
invited the villagers to come gaze upon the scene while he preached about ñthe babe of Bethlehem.ò Francis was 
supposedly so overcome by emotion that he couldnôt say ñJesus.ò  Bonaventure also claims that the hay used by  
Francis miraculously acquired the power to cure local cattle diseases and pestilences. 
 

Francisô display came in the middle of a period when mystery or miracle plays were a popular form of entertain-
ment and education for European laypeople. These plays, originally performed in churches and later performed 
in town squares, re-enacted Bible stories in vernacular languages. Since church services at the time were  
performed only in Latin, which virtually no one understood, miracle plays were the only way for laypeople to learn 
scripture. Francisô nativity scene used the same method of visual display to help locals understand and  
emotionally engage with Christianity. 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0895553430/ref=as_li_ss_til?tag=slatmaga-20&camp=0&creative=0&linkCode=as4&creativeASIN=0895553430&adid=0NPTHC37FN033MYBDYDE&


 

 

 

 



 

 

If you wish to send Christmas 
cardsé 
  
Fr. Ed Upton 
3659 W 99

th
 St.  #2105 

Chicago, IL 60655 
  
Fr. Artur Sowa 
6955 N. Hiawatha Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60646 
  
Fr. Jay Suero 
St. Francis of Assisi 
15050 S. Wolf Rd. 
Orland Park, IL 60467 
  
Sr. Bernard Lynch OP 
Adrian Dominicans 
1257 E. Siena Heights Dr. 
Adrian, MI 49221 

 

The Season That Gives Back  
 

Raise your hand if these thoughts have ever run through 
your head. Iôm sure they occur to all of us from time to time. 
We can become so easily depleted by the fast pace of life 
and whatever vocation God has called us to, whether thatôs 
parenthood, a demanding professional career or the care-
taking of friends and family (or as so often happens, a hy-
brid of all three). Many of us also undergo certain seasons 
— seasons of the year, but also seasons of life — that 
seem to sap us of energy and leave us totally empty. 
 
In these times, it seems impossible to continue in the spirit-
uality of Everyday Stewardship. Graciousness, mindful-
ness, prayerfulness, gratitude, accountability — maintaining 
some semblance of these characteristics in our daily life 
feels not only overly optimistic, but totally impossible. 
 
The Church gives us certain liturgical seasons that are 
meant to fill us up, almost like spiritual pit stops. Advent is 
one such season, and the Scriptural passages we reflect 
on at Mass during these four weeks are filled with images 
of nature defied. We see the dry steppe blooming. We see 
the weak made firm. We see the frightened made strong. 
We see the lame walk. We see the Virgin give birth. 
 
If you think you donôt have anything left to give this Advent, 
think again. This is the season of miracles when what we 
thought was depleted brings new life. 
 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
©LPi 
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Lectio Divina Fall Schedule 

 
The Lectio Divina Group will be meeting  

from 7:00-8:30 p.m. on  
 Thursday December 18th; 

Our format is to reflect on the deeper meanings of the Sunday 
readings and then consider how they apply to our individual 

lives. All are welcome! 

 For more information, contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart, e.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

mailto:e.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 

Our Lady of Fatima  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Start a new family tradition and host Our Lady of 
Fatima in your home for 1 week! After finding a 
special place in your home for her, you will pray a 
rosary for peace every day. This is a beautiful way 
to honor our Blessed Mother and there is nothing 
more needed than prayers for peace. Please use 
the QR code to sign up. 
 
We have many great resources if you need help 
getting started with the rosary!  
 
If you have any questions 
or need assistance  
picking a date or using the  
Sign-up, please email Lauren at 
LaurenMFaxel@gmail.com  
or Bob at rpmonroe11@att.net  

RESOURCES FOR ADVENT 

 

 

DYNAMIC CATHOLIC  

BEST ADVENT EVER 

BISHOP ROBERT BARRON DAILY  

REFLECTIONS FOR ADVENT 

ASCENSION PRESS: ADVENT MEDITATIONS 

USCCB ADVENT BLESSINGS  

U United S States C Conference of C Catholic B Bishops 

Loyola Press  

3-Minute Retreats Daily Online Prayer 

Crosswalk.com  

15 Fun Advent Practices for Your Family 

Teaching Catholic Kids.com 

 8 practical ways to get ready for Christmas 

Our Sunday Visitor & Reason for Hope:  

Meditations for the Advent Season 

Notre Dame University & Praying 

 The O Antiphons of Advent 

Creighton University Online Ministries: 

 Praying Advent which includes daily reflections. 

Prayer for the  
Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Dear Lord,  

Give us boldness as we move 
through the motions of the holi-
day season, to reflect and re-
mind those around us of Your 
deep and abiding love for them.  
Allow them to encounter Your 
love, through us. 

Amen. 

 

ÉLPi 
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Ministry of Care is an outreach 
service of Saint Francis of Assisi  

Parish to those who are unable to  

participate in the celebration of the  

Eucharist. Ministers of Care bring the Word of God, 

prayer, and Eucharist to fellow 

parishioners.  

This ministry allows those who are home-bound to 

experience the nearness of God and the Christian 

community through the presence of the Minister of 

Care and through the reception of the Eucharist at 

lifeôs most difficult moments. 

Home visits are set-up for a mutually agreed upon 

day, time, and frequency with an assigned Minister of 

Care. The need may be short- or long-term. 

Hospital visits also must be scheduled.  

Should you or a loved one have such a need, please 

call Sr. Gael at the parish office, 460-0042.  

Our parish coordinator, Barb Basila will follow-up with 

your request. 



 

 

 



 

 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
Deacon Dan Carroll     Stanley Navicki     Allen Feigel    

Thomas A. Small     Mario Laino     Terrence Sullivan     Ken Stack 

Baby Sarah Jane 

Leslie Bartosz 

Al Becker 

Genny Bloudzis 

Frances Bonaguro 

Dorothy Brick 

Robert Carlson 

Juan Centeno 

Joe Condon 

Felicitas Cortez 

Mary Cuci 

Lynn Dacosse 

Bridget Deady 

Karen DiOrio 

Robert Dolph 

Leslie Drew 

Brian Dunleavy 

Mary Jean Durnik 

Richard Egan 

Michael Farley 

Rich Finn 

Kay Flanagan 

Francisco Garcet 

Linda Godliski 

Luis Emilio Gonzalez 

Terry Griner 

Donald Hayes 

Randy Jennings 

Wayne Kalciak 

Linda Katsiubas 

Geraldine Kelley 

Sarah Kraling 

Terri Larsen 

Elizabeth Lemonowski 

Lily Lopez 

Lucyna Lujarska 

Renata Malysz 

 

Dylan Manning 

Joe March 

Danny Martinez 

Emily Mallon-Brock 

Emmett McEldowney 

Doreen Miller 

Jennifer Mitchell 

Eugene Mudgett 

Sheila OôBrien 

Alison Odak 

Joann OôDea 

Margaret Olson 

Elzieta Osmelak 

Wlasyslaw Pawlikowski 

Jesse Pena 

Fred Pesek 

Thomas & Jane Quinn 

McElena Ramirez 

Lissa Rudolph 

Anthony Sabtia 

Jennifer Savini 

Len Schillaci, Jr. 

Noreen Sebastian 

Frank Solatka 

Patricia Staab 

Dorothy Stanis 

Carol Suich 

Mary Thompson 

Richard Tittle 

Kristian Tovar 

Kimberly Trochuck 

Peter Turney 

Bill & Verne Tuttle 

Jerry Vancina 

Kamilla Welke 

Please keep those listed below in your daily prayers 

Saturday, December 13th 
5:00PM Alexandra Wlosik (good health) rq. b family, Elsie 
Crabbe rq. by Fran & Tony DiNovella, Joe Sankey rq. by John 
Zbos, Pam England rq. by Eva Lopuszynski, Michael Ritza rq. 
by Rich & Linda Misiorowski 
 
Sunday, December 14th 
8:00AM Armand Bonaguro rq. by The Bonaguro Family, Gin-
ger Huguelet rq. by Linda & Rich Misiorowski, Halina & Lesh 
Galadyk rq. by family, Norma L. Guida rq. by Scott & Janice 
Rossetti 
 
10:00AM John J. Coners rq. by Chuck & Maria Steffens, 
Audrey Zurek rq. by Mike & Roxanne Zoladz, Virginia Zbos 
rq. by John Zbos, Odeet Syriani rq. by The Connelly Family, 
Fr. Rick Young OSA rq. by The Obrochta Family 
 
12:00PM The People of St. Francis 
 
Monday, December 15th 
8:30AM Josephine Zbos rq. by John Zbos, Peter Phan rq. by 
Jimmy & Lucy 
 
Tuesday, December 16th 
8:30AM Aldona Sarge rq. by The Sarge Family, Frank Ross 
rq. by debi & Karen Ross, Luke Phan rq. by Jimmy & Lucy, 
Stefina, Adolfina & Zofia rq. by Eva Lopuszynski 
 
Wednesday, December 17th 
8:30AM George Lopuszynski rq. by family, Clarence Ericksen 
rq. by Ray & Marian Peregoy, Andrzej Knapczyk rq. by The 
Obrochta Family 
 
Thursday, December 18th 
8:30AM The Schweiger & Norris Families rq. by family,  
Joyce March rq. by Joe March 
 
Friday, December 19th 
8:30AM Joe Sankey rq. by Teri Sankey, George Buckner rq. 
by Carol Buckner, Wladyslawa Formicki rq. by The Obrochta 
Family, Adam, Adolfina & Maria Steffek rq, by Eva Lopuszyn-
ski 
 
Saturday, December 20th 
5:00PM Josephine Lee rq. by Rosalie & Andy Leitelt, Alexan-
dra Wlosik (good health) rq. by family, Bernie Jarski rq. by 
family, Linda Marks rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll, Tom Ruane  
rq. by Mary McDermott 
 
Sunday, December 21st 
8:00AM Joseph & Mary Schulok rq. by family, Ann Louise 
Dorman rq. by Patti Knox & family, Anthony Zambuto, Sr. 
rq. by family, Anthony Zambuto, Jr. rq. by family 
 
10:00AM Michael & Angela Mannino rq. by Gina Shem,  
Thomas Zinkus & Carlo Bonaminio rq. by The Bonaminio 
Family, Mary Therese Martarano rq, by family, Steve Lewis 
rq. by family, Christopher Kalley rq. by Andra Cline 
 
12:00PM The People of St. Francis 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 
15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 

Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 
 

 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: Saturday - 5:00 PM; Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE:  Monday-Friday at 8:30 AM 

The Parish offices are located in the lower level of the church. 
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church building.  
Hours 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday thru Friday. Evenings and 
weekends are by appointment. The Chapel is located at the north-
east corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone: 460-0042,  Fax: 460-0136 
Director of Operations: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities: Jason Snoreck (jsnoreck@sfaorland.org) 
Parish Accountant: Bill Carroll (bcarroll@sfaorland.org) 
Receptionists: Ann Carroll (acarroll@...), Teri Sankey (tsankeyé) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@...) 
Liturgy Coordinator: Gina Vitucci (gvitucci@...) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Tony Candelaria 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY   
Phone: 708-460-9831 
Director: Leanne Stoterau (music@sfaorland.org) 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Phone: 708-460-0042 
Youth Minister Coordinator: Claire Resuta (sfyg@sfaorland.org) 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

15010 Wolf Rd., Orland Park, IL  60467 
Phone: 708-460-0155; FAX: 708-460-5086 
Dir: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator: Jackie OôMalley, ext. 242 (jomalley@...) 
Office Manager: Caroline McNulty ext. 244  
 
The Religious Ed Offices are located in the St. Francis Center, up the 
hill, west of the church. Religious Ed office hours are Monday thru 
Thursday, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM. The Religious Ed offices are closed on 
Fridays. 
 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN (CJB) SCHOOL 
9250 W.167th St., Orland Hills, IL 60487 
Phone: 708-403-6525 
Principal: Jeanne Pagliaro  
Web page: www.cjbschool.org 
 
Our elementary Catholic Regional school is located 
on the campus of St. Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th & 94th Ave.  
 
Bulletin Submission: Bulletin@sfaorland.org 

MOST REVEREND. ROBERT FEDEK Pastor 
(rfedek@sfaorland.org) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

 

REV. JAY SUERO, Associate Pastor 
(jsuero@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

REV. GEOFREY ANDAMA, Associate Pastor 
(gandama@sfaorland.org) 

 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mkiley@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON TIM McCORMICK, Permanent Deacon 
(tmccormick@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON BRIAN WHITEFORD, Permanent Deacon 
(bwhiteford@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

 

REGISTRATION  Become a registered member of the parish by completing a registration form which is found in Church. 
 

BECOME A CATHOLIC - R.C.I.A.  The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic, please contact the 
parish office at 708-460-0042 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Baptisms can be arranged by appointment. A baptismal conference will be set up with the parents. 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and Lent. Individual confessions are 
heard on Saturdays at 8:30 AM before Funerals and Weddings. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Weddings need to be scheduled at least 4-6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Couples are remind-
ed to secure the church date before the reception hall. Please check our website for more details. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK  Those of advanced age or suffering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed. 
A priest is available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is at home or in the hospital. Please call 708-460-0042. Anointing will also be 
offered on the first Monday of the month after Morning Mass.  

http://www.sfaorland.org/
https://cjbschool.org/

