
 

 

 

Remembering our Deceased  

All Souls Mass  

November 3, 2025  

:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis  of Assisi Parish 

November 9, 2025 

 

 

Sunday  

December 7  

 IN THE Church  

5Pm  



 

 

 

The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

December 7, 2025 
 

In the midst of this darkest time of year the Church  
observes Advent, a time of waiting, a time of hope, a time 
of preparation for the coming of Christ. For many Catholics 
Advent simply means getting prepared for Christmas. It  
becomes a time to put up decorations, send our greeting 
cards, bake, shop, and shop some more. But the purpose of 
Advent goes much deeper. It is a time to get in touch with 
our deepest hopes and longings. The scriptures from the 
Old Testament teach us what to hope for. The people of the 
Old Testament had the courage to hope for big things: that 
the desert would be turned into fertile land; that their  
scattered and divided people would eventually be gathered 
again; that the blind would see, the deaf hear, the lame 
walk; that not only their own people, but all the people of the 
earth, would be united in the blessings of everlasting peace. 
Their hopes were really not much different than ours. We 
hope for lasting peace, sufficiency of food and resources for 
all, an end of suffering, pain, and misery. 
Once we get in touch with our deepest longings, we begin 
to appreciate all the more intensely the need for a Savior 
who will satisfy our heartôs desires. This in turn increases 
our joy at Christmas because we know all the more  
intimately the value of Christôs coming among us. Christôs 
birth has given us the assurance of what we hope for.  
However, we recognize that all our hopes and all Godôs 
promises are not yet fulfilled. And so, this Advent season  
also points to the time when Christ will come again to bring 
to fulfillment the new order he has already begun. 
Itôs a challenge to live Advent in a culture that is determined 
to celebrate Christmas weeks before. But it is worth our  
attempts to get into the spirit of Advent by trying to live as 
simply as we can, by not rushing into the merriment of 
Christmas prematurely, by resisting the commercialism that 
can be so overwhelming. Most importantly, observing  
Advent will mean making the time to ponder the hopes and 
longings within us. Once you realize how much you need a 
Redeemer, pray that your heart may be an open door for 
Christ to enter. The liturgies of Advent will help us to focus 
our preparation for Christôs coming. Listen attentively to the 
scriptures and prayers. Make time for family prayer in the 
home.  
+ Robert 
 



 

 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of November 2025 

 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $39,584.00   

    Envelopes & Loose               $63,197.00 

 

    Total for November 2025    $102,781.00 

 

 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving. It is 

safe, flexible, convenient and con-

sistent. Simply scan the QR code 

or complete the yellow sheet in 

your monthly envelope packet or 

call the parish office.  

We thank you for your  

                           continued support. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

SACRED HEART MISSION  
 HOPKINS PARK, IL  

Join us for noon Mass at the Mission on  
Sunday December 14, 2025.  

We are collecting items to stock the missionôs  
pantry. NEEDED: Paper products and personal  

hygiene items. These items can be dropped off at the  
parish office during normal hours (8:30am ï 4:30pm) and/
or in the Narthex before regularly scheduled masses.  

 
Please mark the items as  

ñSacred Heart Mission Donation.ò 
 

We leave from Upton Hall (lower exterior doors adjacent to 
the parking lot) at 10:15 am.  

We will be serving a lite fellowship meal after mass.  
We are looking for dessert and salad donations.  
If interested, please contact Tim McCormick at 

(847)254-6816 or timothyjmccormick@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi  

Preschool Mass  

First Sunday of each Month  

9:30 a.m. mass 

Next Mass : January 4, 2026 

 

St. Francis Room. 

 

 

 

December Grief Support Group 

Monday, December 15th  

3:30-5pm 

Grieving During the Holidays 

Holidays are difficult for anyone who has  

experienced the death of a loved one. 

Join other ógrieving heartsô to explore how to  

create meaningful ways to find comfort,  

hope and connection, as you hold both  

happy memories and sadness. 

You are not alone. 

Facilitated by Valerie Piazza LCPC  

 

We warmly welcome our new  

parishioners to St. Francis of Assisi 

 

November 2025 

 

Austin Winkler & Valeria Lazo Garza 

and son, Garrett 

 

Timothy & Kylie (Szostak) Yates 

mailto:timothyjmccormick@comcast.ne


 

 



 

 



 

 

  
 

 

7TH GRADE LINUS BLANKET PROJECT   

St Francis 7th graders came together to make blankets for children in 
local area hospitals. We tied over 70 blankets and prayed for all those 
who would be receiving the blankets. The hospital can be a lonely place 
and receiving a warm, fuzzy blanket makes the day a little brighter.   



 

 

 

 



 

 

Lectio Divina Fall Schedule  

 
The Lectio Divina Group will be meeting  

from 7:00-8:30 p.m. on  
 Thursday December 18th; 

Our format is to reflect on the deeper meanings of the Sunday 
readings and then consider how they apply to our individual 

lives. All are welcome! 

 For more information, contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart, e.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

St Francis Of Assisi Parish 

 

Saturday December 20, 2025 

8:30 am 

& 

Monday December 22, 2025 

7:30 PM 

mailto:e.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 

Our Lady of Fatima  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Start a new family tradition and host Our Lady of 
Fatima in your home for 1 week! After finding a 
special place in your home for her, you will pray a 
rosary for peace every day. This is a beautiful way 
to honor our Blessed Mother and there is nothing 
more needed than prayers for peace. Please use 
the QR code to sign up. 
 
We have many great resources if you need help 
getting started with the rosary!  
 
If you have any questions 
or need assistance  
picking a date or using the  
Sign-up, please email Lauren at 
LaurenMFaxel@gmail.com  
or Bob at rpmonroe11@att.net  

mailto:LaurenMFaxel@gmail.com
mailto:rpmonroe11@att.net


 

  

THANK YOU to our Advent Decorating Team 

While many were power shopping, our team of decorating volunteers (not photographed were  
Sue Kozlowski and Michelle Sabbia) were busy setting up the church for the Advent Season.   
After days of "doing ahead" what we could, this team arrived ready, willing and able to help.   
So much was accomplished and, all agreed, at the end of the day, the church looked amazing.  
It takes lots of hands, many hours and great energy to keep St. Francis, the sanctuary, chapel, narthex, great room and Upton 
Hall looking their best.   
If you would like to join this happy group of volunteers, please contact:  debi Ross at 708-642-8799 or email her 
at:  insidelooks@aol.com 
Many hands are needed and no experience is required.  All we ask is that you work with us to make St. Francis looks as beautiful 
as possible.  ALL ARE WELCOME!!!!! 

RESOURCES FOR ADVENT 

 

DYNAMIC CATHOLIC BEST ADVENT EVER 

BISHOP ROBERT BARRON DAILY REFLECTIONS 

FOR ADVENT 

ASCENSION PRESS: ADVENT MEDITATIONS 

USCCB ADVENT BLESSINGS (U United S States 

C Conference of C Catholic B Bishops) 

Loyola Press 3-Minute Retreats Daily Online 

Prayer 

Crosswalk.com 15 Fun Advent Practices for 

Your Family 

Teaching Catholic Kids.com 8 practical ways to 

get ready for Christmas 

Our Sunday Visitor&#39;s Reason for Hope: 

Meditations for the Advent Season 

Notre Dame University&#39;s Praying the O An-

tiphons of Advent 

Creighton University Online Ministries: Praying 

Advent which includes daily reflections. 

mailto:insidelooks@aol.com


 

 

 


