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OmOi 

The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

February 1, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 800th anniversary of  St. Francis of Assisiôs death is being marked throughout 2026 with a special Jubilee Year 

proclaimed by Pope Leo XIV  running from Jan. 10, 2026 to Jan. 10, 2027, focusing on peace, poverty and creation. 

From Darkness to Light: Honoring the 800th Anniversary of the Transitus of Francis (Online Retreat via Zoom)  

February 7 @ 12-3 PM $30 Individuals ($65 for Groups) 

Join us for the Franciscan Federationôs annual virtual retreat on Saturday, February 7, 2026. This yearôs retreat  

commemorates the 800th anniversary of the Transitus of St. Francis of Assisi, inviting us into prayer, reflection, and 

dialogue on what it means to move from darkness to light in our personal and communal journeys. 

Registration is now open! Reserve your spot today: franfed.org/gatherings/annual-retreat 

For questions or assistance, please contact memberengagement@franfed.org 

WILL YOU CHOOSE THE INNER VOICE OF ANGER  

OR THE VOICE OF GOD?  

In the book of 1Samuel 24:3ï21 David had the perfect chance to end his problem. The 
reading tells us Saul had been hunting David, humiliating him, threatening his life. David 
was already anointed by God to be king. Humanly speaking, David had every reason to 
say: ñThis is Godôs will. This is my opportunity. This is justice when he landed on Saul. ñBut 
inside the cave, David does something very unexpected. He cuts only a piece of Saulôs cloak. 
And after doing even that, the reading says: ñDavidôs heart struck him.ò Why? Because David 
realized something very important: Just because you can hurt someone does not mean you 
should. Just because you are right does not mean you must retaliate or revenge on those who 
hurt or wrong you. This is the spirituality of restraint. This is the holiness of self-control we need 
to recognize in us.  

 
Firstly, the temptation to take revenge: We all know this emotional feeling. When someone 
hurts us, when someone speaks against us, when someone mistreats us, when someone be-
comes unjust to us, there is a strong inner voice inside saying: ñThis is your chance to re-
venge.ò Davidôs soldiers even encouraged him to do that, but David knew: the voice of revenge 
does not come from God. Many times, we justify our anger by saying, ñI am only being fair.ò I 
am only defending myself.ò I am only standing for what is right.ò But David teaches us: You can 
be righté and still be wrong in how you act.  

 
Secondly, David respected Saulôs dignity: Even when Saul did not deserve it David says: ñI will 
not raise my hand against my lord, for he is the Lordôs anointed.ò You can notice in the reading, 
Saul did not act like Godôs anointed. Saul was insecure, jealous, and violent. But David chose 
to see not the behavior, but the dignity of the person. This is very difficult for us, because we 
tend to respect people who are kind, we respect people who are good, and we respect people 
who treat us well. But David respected Saul because of who Saul was before God, not be-
cause of how Saul behaved. This is Christian maturity: To see the dignity of the person even 
when the person is acting without dignity.  

 
Thirdly, David allowed God to be the judge: David says: ñMay the Lord judge between me and 
you.ò David refused to play God. He refused to take justice into his own hands. He refused to 
force Godôs plan. He waited. This is one of the hardest virtues: to let God handle the situation. 
In our world today, we often want immediate justice, we want immediate resolution, we want 
immediate vindication. But David teaches us the holiness of patience and trust. David shows 
us: You stop evil not by defeating the other person, but by refusing to become like the other 
person. We think strength means the ability to fight. But David shows: Real strength is the abil-
ity to control yourself. Anyone can strike back. Anyone can insult. Anyone can humiliate. But it 
takes a spiritually mature person to say: ñI will not do this. I will not allow anger to rule me. 
òDavid could kill Saul. But David chose mercy. And that mercy converted Saulôs heart, even if 
only for a moment. Saul himself cried and said: ñYou are more righteous than I. òSometimes 
the greatest victory is not when you win, but when the other person realizes his wrong because 
of your goodness. 

Jesus, 

You are good and gracious, 
every moment of every day. 
You invite us to be meek, 
merciful, clean of heart, 
peacemakers. Give us the 
grace to seek these virtues, 
and to seek you. May your 
blessing accompany us on 
our way. Amen. 



 

 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of December 2025 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $37,400.00   

    Envelopes & Loose               $55,516.00 

    Total for December 2025      $92,916.00 

 

Christmas Collection to Date $150,562.00 

 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving. It is 

safe, flexible, convenient and con-

sistent. Simply scan the QR code 

or complete the yellow sheet in 

your monthly envelope packet or 

call the parish office.  

 

We thank you for your 

                               continued support. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate the Feast of  the  
Presentation of the Lord  
by bringing your candles to 

 8:30am Mass  
Monday, February 2, 2026.  

 The tradition of blessing 
 candles symbolizes Christ as  

the light of the world  
Father will offer a special blessing for all candles at 

the end of the liturgy,  
for use in your home throughout the year.   

 

 

 

Blessing of Throats 

               General Blessing 

A collective blessing for the entire  

congregation will be offered at all Masses on  

Sunday, February 1 

just before the final dismissal. 

Individual Blessing 

For those who wish to receive the traditional individual 

blessing with crossed candles  

this will be offered on the feast day  

Tuesday, February 3 

                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

The Helping Hands Committee is once again 
holding its annual Baby Shower to benefit  

young mothers in need.  
We will be collecting NEW unwrapped  

baby items 
 

Such as: Clothing, onesies, sleepers, diapers 
(larger sizes), diaper bags, bottles,  
formula, burp clothes, strollers, swings,  

car seats (especially booster seats for older  
children) baby shampoo, lotion, rash cream,  
towels, blankets, pacifiers, teethers,  

baby toys 

Cash donations are always appreciated.  

Donations will be accepted before and after 
all masses on  

February 7 & 8 

All donations will benefit the ñCourageò program 

through St. Germaine Parish and will be  

distributed to single mothers in the  

Southwestern greater area.  

Any questions please contact Debby  

708-995-5090 



 

 

 
 

LENTEN 

BOOK  

DISCUSSION 

February 

19,2026 

 

Living Like Francis Today, 

a 6 week discussion series 

will be offered on Thurs-

days 9:15 am in the Great 

Room or 6:30 pm in the  

St. Francis Room (lower 

level).  

The cost of the book is $5 

If you would to host a 

group in your home, 

please contact Sr. Gael. 

What do you do with last 
year palms?  

The palms branches used 
on Palm Sunday are 
blessed at Mass. Since the 
palms are blessed they 
should be cut into small 
pieces then you can bury 
them in your garden or 
potted plant or burn them 
in a fireplace or campfire.  

This means they shouldnôt 
end up in the trash!  

Any item that has been 
blessed should be dis-
posed of with reverence 
hence the direction to bury 
them or burn them. Please 
never ever put in garbage 
or recycle container.  

 

 

 

Weekends of Feb.14&15 

and Feb. 21&22 there will 

be a table in the narthex 

with Lenten materials,  

reflection booklets, 

 childrenôs material and 

other reading material. 

 Please stop by to  

make your choice as  

Lent begins. 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We joyfully welcomed the following children into 

our Christian Community on January 18, 2026 

 

Jackson John Basa 

Son of Joseph & Leslie (Siwik) Basa 

 

Amelia Aniela Obrochta 

Daughter of Robert Obrochta &Agnes Jarzabek 



 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Preschool Mass  

First Sunday of each Month  

9:30 am 

Next Mass : March 1, 2026 

 
St. Francis Room 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

February 7, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in The Eucharistic Chapel  
at the base of the Bell tower 

 

 

Yg"ctg"pqy"ceegrvkpi"Ocuu"Kpvgpvkqpu" 
hqt"vjg"4249"ecngpfct"{gct0 

To schedule a Mass, please visit or call the 
 Parish Office during normal business hours. 

 

 

 

February 9, 2026 

Monday  3:30-5:00 pm 

Grief and Belief: The Impact of Faith 

The path of Grief takes us through the twists and 

turns of an array of emotions, often 

with no clear blueprint. Please consider joining 

other ñGrieving Heartsò to share how 

Faith has impacted your grief journey. 

 

Facilitated by: Valerie Piazza LCPC 

Lectio Divina  

The Lectio Divina group will re-convene on the last  
Thursday of each month January through June 

Next: February 26, 2026 

7:00-8:30 pm 

in the Great Room 

 
All are welcome to participate as we break  
open the Sunday readings and explore  

how they apply to our lives.  
The January session will include creating a group poem in re-

sponse to the Beatitudes.  

 
For more information contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart 
E.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net 



 

 

 

Lent is quickly coming. 

 
Ash Wednesday is Feb. 18th  

Books/pamphlets will be available in the narthex on Feb.14&15 and on Feb. 21&22.  
Stop by to choose something for you and/or your family. 

 

So what are some Lenten ideas? 

The Lenten practices center on the 3 traditional pillars of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. During this 40-day period of  

spiritual reflection and renewal leading to Easter, we are asked to reflect on how we live out our Baptismal promise to be a 

follower of Jesus Christ ï to bring light and hope to our world by giving up non-essential things, serving others through  

charity, and spending more intentional time in prayer and worship. These practices encourage spiritual growth and self-

discipline, mirroring Jesus time in the desert, helping believers to become more mindful and charitable.  

Discuss as a family what you might do together.  

Some ideasé 

Prayer: Increase time in conversation with God, attend 8:30 morning Mass, pray the Stations of the Cross on Fridays either 

at 3 or 7 pm. Participate with the parish and pray the St. Francis prayer before the crucifix every day at 7 pm. Participate in a 

6 week discussion group based on the booklet, Living Like St. Francis Today, sign up to host the Traveling Statue of Mary 

for a week, stop in the chapel for a visit before the blessed Sacrament (our chapel is located under the tower- itôs open 

24/7). 

Fasting: Abstain from certain foods (meat on Fridays, coffee, pop or snacks). Spend less time on social media, gaming and 

have family game nights. 

Almsgiving (Charity): Do acts of generosity, service. Send a card to a family member or friend. Make a meal (cookies, etc.) 

to share with a neighbor. Fast from Starbucks or McDonalds and contribute the money to St. Vincent de Paul or purchase 

food for the local food pantry. 



 

 

                                                         
Our Lady of Fatima   

 
2026 Dates Available for  
Traveling Mary Statue 

 
Start a new family tradition and 
host Our Lady of Fatima in your 

home for 1 week! After finding a special place in your 
home for her, you will pray a rosary for peace every 
day. This is a beautiful way to honor our Blessed 
Mother and there is nothing more needed than 
prayers for peace.  
Maybe you want to pick the week of a birthday or an-
niversary... or maybe you want to pick a certain week 
for no particular reason.  
 
We have dates available through the end of the year.  
Sign up in-person after Masses the weekend 
of February 21 and 22, or sign up using the QR code. 
 

We have many great resources if you need help get-
ting started with the rosary. 
 
If you have any questions or need as-
sistance picking a date or using the 
Sign-up, please email Lauren 
at LaurenMFaxel@gmail.com or Bob 
at rpmonroe11@att.net  

    

mailto:LaurenMFaxel@gmail.com
mailto:rpmonroe11@att.net


 

 

 

Mission Trip Reflection 

Hi, my name is Edward. I am Junior at Carl Sandburg  

High School. Iôm not in any sports or clubs, but I do stay after 

school in the weightroom. Iôm from St.Francis Youth ministry. 

The reason I signed up for the Mission trip was really because my 

friend, Adam, was going. I also wanted some  

service hours as well. My expectations were pretty much in the 

middle, I didnôt know if it was gonna be great, or if it was gonna 

be boring. I didnôt know there were gonna be that many kids 

there. I thought it would be maybe a group of 40-50 kids, but it 

was more like 200.The camp was  

actually really fun, I met so many nice people and my workgroup 

was really fun. I really liked the first day though when we got to 

know the people in our room, and played games with our 

workgroup. I chose the job of getting lunch for everybody in my 

work group, it was pretty easy honestly. Everyday after mass, we 

went straight to the cafeteria and put all the food into a cooler for 

later to eat at our worksites. There were A LOT of uncrustables. 

Other than that the food was actually pretty good. The work was 

pretty hard, a lot of weeding and painting for different people. All 

the people I worked for and went to their house were so happy 

that me and my work group were there to help them with every-

thing. I also really liked the Free-Day at Holiday World because it 

was just a time to relax and have fun with the new friends I made 

that week. The rollercoasters there were great and really fast, I 

also liked the free drinks they had at the stations. The food there 

was alright, but the rides were definitely the main attraction. I 

also liked the concept of the theme park too with all the holidays, I 

thought that was really creative. My favorite ride there was proba-

bly the Voyage, itôs the longest and coolest coaster and we rode on 

it twice. There were other cool rollercoasters but this one stood 

out to me the most.  

I am planning on going next year to the Catholic heart work camp. 

I already know it will be a blast and maybe even  

better than the one this year. Iôm looking forward to it next  

summer and hope to see my friends again. 



 

 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  

GOLF LEAGUE 
THINK SPRING! 

THINK GOLF! 

CONSIDER JOINING OUR LEAGUE 

FOR A FUN ROUND OF GOLF 

MORE INFORMATION COMING!!!!! 

                     MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!! 

 

ȶLet Us Build A House  

Where Love Can Dwellȷ 

    
Working with Crossroads Mission and Habitat for  

Humanity to Build Houses  

 June 12 & 13, 2026 
 

Build will happen at St. Michaelȴs Church 
 

Watch here for future updates! 

 


