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The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

February 8, 2026 

 

2026 Annual Catholic Appeal 

Each winter, Cardinal Blase Cupich writes to former contributors 
and new parish members inviting them to participate in the  
Archdiocesan Appeal to fund the ministries, programs and services 
benefiting all Catholics in the Archdiocese of Chicago and through-
out the world. In addition to the Cardinalôs mailing, our parish will 
conduct an in-pew process the weekend of February 14-15 to allow 
those that did not receive the mailing, or have not responded to it, 
to make a pledge. Funds raised help to sustain Catholic schools,  
parishes, programs of religious education and ministerial formation, 
and initiatives to foster respect for life and make the world more 
just, peaceful and loving. Through its support of Catholic Relief  
Services, the Annual Catholic Appeal serves people worldwide 
whose lives are devastated by natural disasters, illnesses, wars and 
famines. Once we reach our parish goal of $97,819, all money  
received is sent back to us for use in our parish. Please consider 
making a pledge to this important Appeal. To make it easier to give, 
pledges are payable in installments. If you have received your  
request from Cardinal Cupich, please respond today. If you have 
not received a letter, we will be providing information about the  
Appeal on February 14-15 and conducting our in-pew pledge cam-
paign. I thank you for supporting the work of the Church in our  
parish, our Archdiocese and throughout the world. 

+Robert 



 

 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of December 2025 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $37,400.00   

    Envelopes & Loose               $55,516.00 

    Total for December 2025      $92,916.00 

 

Christmas Collection to Date $150,562.00 

 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving. It is 

safe, flexible, convenient and con-

sistent. Simply scan the QR code 

or complete the yellow sheet in 

your monthly envelope packet or 

call the parish office.  

 

We thank you for your 

                               continued support. 
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The special Jubilee Year of Saint Francis pro-

claimed by Pope Leo XIV takes place from  

January 10, 2026 to January 10, 2027, on the  

occasion of the 800th anniversary of the death of  

Saint Francis of Assisi.  

ñThe Jubilee Year is an opportunity for the faithful 

to rekindle their faith, strengthen their relationship 

with God and with the community of the Church.ò 

St. Francis of Assisi, our parish, has been  

designated as one of the pilgrimage  

site for the archdiocese. 

 

The Cross of San Damiano  

As we again embark on our Lenten journey, we gaze upon 

the cross, this  very cross.   

This Lent, let us focus on the beauty and significance of the 

San Damiano Cross.    

This is the very cross that inspired Saint Francis in the 

chapel at San Damiano, when God spoke to him and told 

him to 'rebuild my church'.   

Each evening, at or near 7:00 pm, we ask that you enter into 

some time of prayer and like Francis, pray before the Cross 

of San Damiano.  On one side of the Lenten key tag given 

out on Ash Wednesday, we ask that you pray the Prayer  

before the Crucifix, The Cross of San Damiano.   

We ask that you pray these very words that Francis prayed 

when he heard the voice of God. 

 

May we, like Francis, hear the voice of God in our lives.  

May we follow Christ our Lord, and Francis our patron dur-
ing these 40 days.  

Through our acts of prayer, fasting and almsgiving,  

let us work to rebuild his church and bring forth the king-
dom here on earth. 

 

 

Read more about the Cross of San Damiano at:  

https://franciscanmissionservice.org/2012/10/san-
damiano-cross-telling-the-history-of-christs-passion/ 

 

0ļĳŬļƪ ņŬħŚŴŋŚƴ Ŵŉƪ ũŕļŚħŬǹ ŋŚĸŷŕņļŚĳƪ
ĸŷŬŋŚƴ Ŵŉƪ  ļħǛ şƳ hħŋŚǤ =ŬħŚĳŋǟב 

 
yŉħǤ ļƎħĳŴŕǹ ħŬƪ Ŵŉƪ ĳşŚĸŋŴŋşŚǟג ħŚƨ 

Ŵǐ ƉŉşǊ ŋǟ ŋǤ ħĸĸŬļůůļƨט 
 
To obtain the plenary indulgence during the Year of 

Saint Francis, certain specific conditions indicated 

by the Church must be fulfilled:  

sacramental confession, Eucharistic  

Communion, certain prayers according to the inten-

tions of the Pope, interior detachment from sin, and 

the performance of certain works, such as a pious 

pilgrimage to Franciscan churches, participation in 

Jubilee celebrations, prayer and meditation in the 

Franciscan spirit, as well as daily acts of charity and 

humility that express the spirituality of  

Saint Francis. 

https://franciscanmissionservice.org/2012/10/san-damiano-cross-telling-the-history-of-christs-passion/
https://franciscanmissionservice.org/2012/10/san-damiano-cross-telling-the-history-of-christs-passion/


 

 

 

 

 

 

February 9, 2026 

Monday  3:30-5:00 pm 

Grief and Belief: The Impact of Faith 

The path of Grief takes us through the twists and turns of an array 

of emotions, often with no clear blueprint. Please consider joining 

other ñGrieving Heartsò to share how Faith has impacted your 

grief journey. 

Facilitated by: Valerie Piazza LCPC 

 

 

 

 Weekends of  

Feb.14 &15  

and Feb.21& 22  

there will be a table in the narthex with 

Lenten materials, reflection booklets, 

 childrenôs material and other reading  

material. 

 Please stop by to make your  

choice as Lent begins. 

World Day of Prayer for the Sick February 11, 2026 ñThe compassion of the  
Samaritan: loving by bearing the pain of the otherò is the theme chosen by Pope Leo 
IV for the 2026 World Day of Prayer for the Sick. The theme centers on the Gospel 
figure of the Samaritan, who demonstrates love by caring for the suffering man who 
fell in with robbers. It highlights a key dimension of love for oneôs  
neighbor: love must be expressed through concrete acts of closeness, by taking on 
the suffering of others ð especially those who are ill, and often also vulnerable due 
to poverty, isolation, or loneliness. The World Day of Prayer for the Sick,  

established by St. John Paul II in 1992, offers a privileged moment of prayer, spiritual closeness, and 
reflection for the entire Church and for civil society, who are all called to recognize the face of Christ in 
our sick and vulnerable brothers and sisters. Like the Good Samaritan that bent down to help the in-
jured man along the road, the Christian community is also called to stop and help those who suffer and 
be evangelical witnesses of closeness and service to the sick and most vulnerable.ò  
(Dicastery for promoting Human Development).  

TRY Something NEW! 

 

 

 

 

WHAT: Join a small discussion group 

WHEN: Available for your Lenten experience 

HOW: LIVING LIKE FRANCIS TODAY:  

A self directed program of 6 sessions.  

    Easy, Easy, Easy!!!! 

CONSIDER: Become part of a group of 5 ï 10 and host it in your 

home. You set the schedule based on your already busy  

schedule. Invite a few friends and/or neighbors and/or parents you 

see at your childrenôs events. Together you connect at a faith  

level that you are comfortable doing. 

Or 

Join the discussion group at the parish starting on Thursday,  

Feb. 19 ï two choices 9:15 am in the Great Room or 6:30 pm in 

the St. Francis Room (lower level) 

Questions or to register contact Sr Gael 708-460-0042 or  

ggensler@sfaorland.org 



 

 

 

 

We warmly welcome our new parishioners t 
o St. Francis of Assisi 

January 2026 

 

Donald &Michelle (Andrews) Patton 

Cory & Treasure (Schultz) Chapman and children:  

Summer, Christopher, & Zacory 

Dan & Kristen (Sundh) Harris and children:  

Danny, Jackson, & Connor 

Steven Poulsen 

Kyle Kuchel 

Marcos & Veronica (Reyes) Barrera and children:  

Marco & Vivianna 

Joe & Colleen (Porter) Marchese and daughter, Emma 

Christopher Zuniga & Samantha Mendoza and daughter, 

Aundrea 

Nathan & Lauren (Crowe) Printz 

Edward P. Quinn 

Tim & Theresa Farinella-Leavell and daughter, Kennedy 

 

 

 

 

 

We joyfully welcomed the following children into our Christian 

Community  

February 1, 2026 

 

Antoni Marek Garbacz 

Son of Jakub Karolina Ligas-Garbacz 
 

Chloe Isabelle Garvey 
Daughter of Nicholas & Nicole (Nocera) Garvey 

 

Hannah Marie La Berg 
Daughter of Jonathan & Sara (Wojtowicz) La Berg 

 

William David Lennon 

Son of Patrick & Allison (Wojtowicz) Lennon 
 

Luca Alexander Malatia 

Son of Matthew &  Emily (Kowalczyk) Malatia 
 

Charles Robert Morrissey 

Son of Matthew Morrissey & Elizabeth Wojtowicz 



 

 

 
 

Fasting/abstinence is a reminder that we 
need God above all things.  Fasting /
abstinence is a sacrifice ï a gift back to 
God of our desire to depend more on God 
and less on earthly ways to satisfy our 
hunger for ómoreô.  To contemplate St. Au-
gustine who said ñOur hearts are restless 
till they rest in you, O God. 

 
Catholics between the ages of 18 & 59 are to 
fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
 
Fasting means to have 1 full meal and 2 
smaller meals. 
 
Catholics 14 years and old are to abstain from 
meat on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays Of 
Lent. 

Lent is quickly coming. Ash Wednesday is Feb. 18th . Books/

phamplets will be available in the narthex on Feb. 14/15 and on 

Feb. 21/22. Stop by to choose something for you and/or your  

family. 

So what are some Lenten ideas? 

The Lenten practices center on the 3 traditional pillars of prayer, 

fasting, and almsgiving. During this 40-day period of spiritual  

reflection and renewal leading to Easter, we are asked to reflect 

on how we live out our Baptismal promise to be a  follower of  

Jesus Christ ï to bring light and hope to our world by giving up 

non-essential things, serving others through charity, and spending 

more intentional time in prayer and worship. These practices  

encourage spiritual growth and self-discipline, mirroring Jesus  

time in the desert, helping believers to become more mindful and 

charitable. Discuss as a family what you might do together.  

Some ideasé 

Prayer: Increase time in conversation with God, attend 8:30 morn-

ing Mass, pray the Stations of the Cross on Fridays either at 3 or 

7 pm. Participate with the parish and pray the St. Francis prayer 

before the crucifix every day at 7 pm. Participate in a 6 week  

discussion group based on the booklet, Living Like St. Francis 

Today, sign up to host the Traveling Statue of Mary for a week, 

stop in the chapel for a visit before the blessed Sacrament (our 

chapel is located under the tower- itôs open 24/7). 

Fasting: Abstain from certain foods (meat on Fridays, coffee, pop 

or snacks). Spend less time on social media, gaming and have 

family game nights. 

Almsgiving (Charity): Do acts of generosity, service. Send a card 

to a family member or friend. Make a meal (cookies, etc.) to share 

with a neighbor. Fast from Starbucks or 

McDonalds and contribute the money to St. Vincent de Paul or 

purchase food for the local food pantry. 



 

 

  
 

 

 



 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Preschool Mass  

First Sunday of each Month  

9:30 am 

Next Mass : March 1, 2026 

 
St. Francis Room 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

March 7, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in The Eucharistic Chapel  
at the base of the Bell tower 

 

          MARK YOUR CALENDARS                 
         Let Us Build A House  

          Where Love Can Dwell 

    
Working with  

Crossroads Mission and Habitat for  
Humanity to Build Houses  

 June 12 & 13, 2026 
 

Build will happen at St. Michaelȴs Church 
 

   Watch here for future updates! 

 

Lectio Divina  

The Lectio Divina group will re-convene on the last  
Thursday of each month January through June 

Next: February 26, 2026 

7:00-8:30 pm 

in the Great Room 

 
All are welcome to participate as we break  
open the Sunday readings and explore  

how they apply to our lives.  
The January session will include creating a group poem in re-

sponse to the Beatitudes.  

 
For more information contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart 

On Monday, March 9th at 7:00 pm in the church, St.  

Francis of Assisi will begin offering a novena to St.  

Peregrine for those suffering from cancer and other illness-

es. We will meet for 9 Mondays March 9, 16, 23, April 6, 13, 

20, 27, May 2, 11. Come to all or as many as you can. We will 

be here. On Monday, March 9th at 7:00 pm in the church, 

St. Francis of Assisi will begin offering a novena to St. Pere-

grine for those suffering from cancer and other illnesses. We 

will meet for 9 Mondays March 9, 16, 23, April 6, 13, 20, 27, 

May 2, 11. Come to all or as many as you can.  

We will be here.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

SACRED HEART MISSION  
 HOPKINS PARK, IL  

Join us for noon Mass at the Mission on  
Sunday March 8, 2026.  

We are collecting items to stock the missionôs  
pantry. NEEDED: Paper products and personal  

hygiene items. These items can be dropped off at the  
parish office during normal hours (8:30am ï 4:30pm) and/
or in the Narthex before regularly scheduled masses.  

 
Please mark the items as  

ñSacred Heart Mission Donation.ò 
 

We leave from Upton Hall (lower exterior doors adjacent to 
the parking lot) at 10:15 am.  

We will be serving a lite fellowship meal after mass.  
We are looking for dessert and salad donations.  
If interested, please contact Tim McCormick at 

(847)254-6816 or timothyjmccormick@comcast.net 

 
   

                                                         
Our Lady of Fatima   

 
2026 Dates Available for  
Traveling Mary Statue 

 
Start a new family tradition and 
host Our Lady of Fatima in your 

home for 1 week! After finding a special place in your 
home for her, you will pray a rosary for peace every 
day. This is a beautiful way to honor our Blessed 
Mother and there is nothing more needed than 
prayers for peace.  
Maybe you want to pick the week of a birthday or an-
niversary... or maybe you want to pick a certain week 
for no particular reason.  
 
We have dates available through the end of the year.  
Sign up in-person after Masses the weekend 
of February 21 and 22, or sign up using the QR code. 
 

We have many great resources if you need help get-
ting started with the rosary. 
 
If you have any questions or need as-
sistance picking a date or using the 
Sign-up, please email Lauren 
at LaurenMFaxel@gmail.com or Bob 
at rpmonroe11@att.net  
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