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The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

March 15, 2026 

 

Sent 
 

I donôt know about you. But if I was a blind person sitting by the side of the road,  
minding my own business, and a stranger came along and rubbed spit-mud in my eye, 
Iôm just salty enough that I would ignore his words out of spite. 
 
Even though he was, admittedly, super-nice about the whole thing. 
 
Obviously I would wash the mud out, because é spit. But I wouldnôt go to the Pool of 
Siloam. I would go to a pool on the whole other side of town, just to be contrary. I 
would make frustrated, grossed-out noises while I splashed water on my eyes: ñUgh! I 
canôt believe this! People are the worst!ò I would feel satisfied that I wasnôt tricked or 
conned or taken advantage of. 
 
And I would stay blind the rest of my life. 
 
When Jesus performs a miracle in the Gospel, we sometimes think of it like a fire-
works show. Something people point at ð ñOoh! Aah!ò ð and move on from. But a 
miracle of Jesus is not a party trick. It is a commissioning. 
 
And each of us, in our own way, has the choice of accepting it or not. 
 
Nowhere in the Gospel story does it say that Jesus promised the man sight if he 
washed in the pool. I wonder what it was that made the blind man feel he could trust 
Jesus. Was it something in his voice? Was it something in his touch? Was it the  
humanity with which he spoke of the blind man to his disciples ð a gentleness  
missing from most other interactions of his life? 
 
Weôll never know. But we do know this: the blind manôs sight wasnôt restored until he 
made a decision. A decision to be sent. 
 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
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Parish Stewardship 

Month of January 2026 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $42,436.00   

    Envelopes & Loose               $33,850.00 

    Total for January 2026          $76,286.00 

 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving to  

St. Francis of Assisi.  

It is safe, flexible, convenient and  

consistent. Simply scan the QR code or 

complete the yellow sheet in your monthly 

envelope packet or call the parish office.  

We thank you for your 

   continued support. 

Friday  3:00 PM & 7:00 PM 



 

 

WHY WE HAVE A STATUE OF  

ST. FRANCIS AND A WOLF 

WE ARE THE COMMUNITY OF  

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI ON WOLF RD 

The story of the Wolf of Gubbio and St. Francis comes from 

a collection of stories The Little Flowers of St. Francis, from 

the 14 th century. In this wonderful legend, St. Francis goes 

to the village of Gubbio, where a fierce wolf had been 

 terrorizing the village, killing livestock and even some of 

the townspeople. 

During this visit, Francis ventures out to encounter the 

wolf. As the legend goes, when the wolf sees St. Francis, he 

comes charging at the saint with his mouth open, ready to 

attack. St. Francis immediately makes the sign of the cross 

over him and says, ñCome here, Brother Wolf. I command 

you on behalf of Christ that you do no harm to me or to an-

yone.ò As soon as St. Francis did this, notes The Little  
Flowers, ñthe fearsome wolf closed his mouth and stopped 

running; and once the command was given, it came meekly 

and laid down at the feet of St. Francis.ò  

ñThe whole town is complaining about you,ò Francis tells 

the wolf gently. ñBut I want to make peace between you and 

the people. And so I promise that I will have food given to 

you regularly, Brother Wolf, by the people of this town so 

that you will no longer suffer hunger. And I want you, 

Brother Wolf, to promise that you will never harm any  

human person or animal.ò The wolf showed agreement by 

simply bowing his head. 

Francis asks the people of the town if they will promise to 

provide food for wolf. They all agree. Then, Francis asks the 

wolf to give a guarantee in front of all of the people that he 

will no longer inflict harm upon the people of Gubbio or its 

animals. 

ñThen the wolf, lifting his right paw, placed it in the hand of 

St. Francis. Because of this action, the people all began to 

cry to heaven, praising and blessing God who sent Francis 

to them who, through his merits, had freed them from the 

jaws of the cruel beast.ò 

ñAfterwards that same wolf lived in Gubbio for two years, 

and he tamely entered the houses, going from door to door, 

without doing any harm to anyone and without any being 

done to him; and he was kindly fed by the peopleé.Finally 

after two years Brother Wolf died of old age, at which the 

citizens grieved very much.ò 

Follow-up: The Church of San Francesco della Pace in  

Gubbio is traditionally said to be built over the spot where 

the taming occurred. During renovations in 1872, a wolfôs 

skeleton was found buried under the church slab, lending 

some historical weight to the legend of a wolf. 

This Lent, let us focus on the beauty and  
significance of the San Damiano Cross  

Each evening, at or near 7:00 pm, we ask that you enter 
into some time of prayer and like Francis pray the  

Prayer before the Crucifix, The Cross of San Damiano.   
We ask that you pray these very words that Francis 

prayed when he heard the voice of  God 
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St. Francis of Assisi 
Preschool Mass  

First Sunday  
of each Month  

9:30 am 

Next Mass  
May 3, 2026 

St. Francis Room 

 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

May 2, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in  
The Eucharistic Chapel  
at the base of the  
Bell tower 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina  

The Lectio Divina group will re-convene 
on the last  

Thursday of each month January 
through June 

Next: March 26, 2026 
7:00-8:30 pm 

in the Great Room 
 

All are welcome to participate as we 
break  

open the Sunday readings and explore  
how they apply to our lives.  

The January session will include creating 
a group poem in response to 

the Beatitudes.  

For more information contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart 
E.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net 



 

 

 

Monday, March 16th  

St. Francis of Assisi is offering a novena to  

St. Peregrine for those suffering from cancer and other  illnesses.   

Next Mondays are March 23, April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11.  

Come to all or as many as you can.  

 7:00 pm in the church 
We will be here.  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Social Committee of St. Francis of Assisi  

welcomes all to a Pasta Dinner. 

March 27th  

4:30pm to 7:00pm  

Upton Hall. 

 

The main entr®e (vegetable lasagna and 3 jumbo raviolis) 

will be catered from Rocco Vinoôs. 

Includes: Salad, bread, butter, coffee, pop and dessert 

 Feel free to BYOB! 

 

Tickets: $13.00 

 

There will be NO tickets sold at the door. 

Tickets can only be purchased on the weekends 

of March 14, 15 and 21, 22. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you! 

Any questions, please call the church office. 

Laurie Arredondo, Social Committee Chair 



 

 

 

Saint Francis of Adult Choir  

Welcomes new singers   
All that is  required is a pleasing voice and an 

openness to sing  
a variety of choral music.  

Opera singers need not apply.   
Additional information found  
on the parish website or   

Email Leanne Hahn, Director of Music Ministry.  



 

 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Saint Francis of Assisi Parish, 
 
Grace and peace to you in Christ. 

As a parish community that deeply values the beauty and power 

of sacred music in our liturgical life, we are honored to announce 

the commissioning of a profound new musical work for the Feast 

of Divine Mercy: a sung setting of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

composed by Mr. Trevor Casterline. 

This extraordinary composition is far more than a concert pieceð

it is a prayer. The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is presented as a sung 

prayer service featuring the chanted diary reflections of Saint 

Faustina and is offered in Polish, Latin, and English. Written for 

choir and small orchestral ensemble, the setting also  invites the 

full participation of the assembly through sung responses, allow-

ing the entire parish to enter into the prayer for Christôs mercy 

upon our world. 

The music is deeply movingðreverent, powerful, and contempla-

tive. It seeks to draw hearts more fully into the mystery of Divine 

Mercy and to provide our parish with a lasting spiritual and artistic 

gift that  can be prayed for years to come. As we continue to in-

vest in the liturgical and spiritual life of our parish, works such as 

this reflect our commitment to beauty, reverence, and excellence 

in worship. 

We prayerfully invite you to consider becoming a sponsor of this 

sacred work or contributing toward its commissioning and premi-

ere. Your generosity will help support orchestration, musicians, 

printing, and the continued cultivation of meaningful sacred music 

within our parish community. 

You are warmly invited to attend the premiere of this beautiful and 

prayerful composition on: 

Sunday, April 12 at 3:00 pm 

in Church at Saint Francis of Assisi Parish 

 

Together, we will pray for the mercy of Christ in our world through 

word and song. For additional information, or to help sponsor this 

important work and performance, please contact 

Leanne Stoterau Hahn in the SFA Music Office at: mu-

sic@sfaorland.org. Thank you for your continued support of the 

sacred music ministry of our parish. May the Lord richly bless you 

for your generosity and faith! 

In Christôs Mercy, 

Leanne Stoterau Hahn 



 

 

  
 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI GOLF LEAGUE 

 

PLAY (9 holes) AT ROLLING HILL (Silver Lake CC) 

 

MONDAY MORNINGS - MAY 11 until AUGUST 31 

(excluding Memorial Day (May 25) 

 

GREEN FEES: $20 WALKING; $35 RIDING per week 

TO REGISTER: On line ï or at the Office 

 

LEAGUE FEE: $45 FOR THE SEASON ï  

INCLUDES ENDING BANQUET (SEPT. 22) AND PRIZES 

League Fee due at time of registration  

Check or credit card or cash 

 

Check payable to St. Francis of Assisi Golf League 

 

Contact Sr. Gael at ggensler@sfaorland.org or  

708-460ð0042  

or Mary Greenan, 708-717-2378 or  

kookie11830@yahoo.com 

 

 

You are invited to the initial gathering of the  
WOMEN OF ST. FRANCIS. 

We are introducing a ministry of women for women of all ages 
where we can share, strengthen and support  

each other on our faith journey.  
Our upcoming TEA PARTY SET FOR APRIL 26TH  
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