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The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

March 22, 2026 

 

A friend of mine wrote an imaginative reflection on the raising of Lazarus 
that caught me off guard. She proposed that when Jesus called Lazarus 
from the tomb, the man was not joyful but angry and annoyed. After so 
much suffering, maybe death felt like a release. He had finally escaped the 
pain. And then, suddenly, Jesusô voice cuts through the silence: ñLazarus, 
come out!ò (John 11:43) The light stings his eyes. The pain returns. And 
now he is dragged back into a world that had broken him. 

It startled me at first, but the more I sat with it, the more it made sense. 
Sometimes, people do not want to be raised. Not at first. Think of those in 
the grip of addiction, despair, or numbness. The tomb can feel safer than 
the risk of living again. Yet Jesus, moved by the grief and faith of others 
(Martha, Mary, the community) calls the dead man out. Lazarus obeys.  
But he is still bound, head to foot. Jesus says to the bystanders, ñUntie him 
and let him goò (John 11:44). 

That is often how healing happens: slowly, reluctantly. Not just by a  
personal decision, but through the love and persistence of others.  
Resurrection is not always euphoric. It may begin in protest and confusion 
and only later turn to gratitude and freedom. But Christôs voice breaks 
through, anyway. 

Lenten challenge: Who in your life needs to be called back to life? Pray for 
them. If that person is you, listen for the voice. It is calling even now. 

ð Father John Muir 

ÉLPi 

5th Sunday of Lent 
 
Are you asleep? 
 
Today Jesus is called to the grave of a dear friend who had recently 
died. Martha cries out that if Jesus were closer, her brother Lazarus 
would not have died. 
 
Remember from the First Sunday in Lent that death and sin are 
connected and that life is seen as living a faith-filled life? That is 
what is happening in this Gospel. Living as a disciple of Christ can 
give us the ability for a life everlasting in the presence of God. 
 
What in our lives needs to be uncovered, as Lazarus is unwrapped 
of his burial clothes and retuned to live with his loved ones? 
 
As we move closer to Easter Sunday, let us ask God to unwrap or 
unbind that which needs to be healed so that we may live a life that 
is pleasing to God. 
 



 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of February 2026 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $34,544.00 

    Envelopes & Loose               $57,220.00 

    Total for February 2026         $91,764.00 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving to  

St. Francis of Assisi.  

It is safe, flexible, convenient and  

consistent. Simply scan the QR code or 

complete the yellow sheet in your monthly 

envelope packet or call the parish office.  

We thank you for your continued support. 

First Reading: 
I will put my spirit in you that you may live, 
and I will settle you upon your land; 
thus you shall know that I am the LORD. (Ez 37:14) 
Psalm: 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. (Ps 130) 
Second Reading: 
If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
the one who raised Christ from the dead 
will give life to your mortal bodies also, 
through his Sprit dwelling in you. (Rom 8:11) 
Gospel: 
ñI am the resurrection and the life; 
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.ò (Jn 11:25-26) 



 

 

This Lent, let us focus on the beauty and  
significance of the San Damiano Cross  

Each evening, at or near 7:00 pm, we ask that you enter 
into some time of prayer and like Francis pray the  

Prayer before the Crucifix, The Cross of San Damiano.   
We ask that you pray these very words that Francis 

prayed when he heard the voice of  God 
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ñNot to hurt our humble brethren is our first 

duty to them, but to stop there is not enough.  

We have a higher mission, to be of service to 

them whenever they require it.ò 



 

 

  
 

 

Friday  3:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

Confessing Sins 

If I go to the Sacrament of Penance and end up repeating 
the same sins, does that mean I do not have a strong 
enough intention to amend my life? 

There is a popular expression that says, ñBe patient. God 
isnôt finished with me yet!ò Growing in faith and holiness is 
an ongoing, life-long project, and our struggle with sin is at 
the heart of it. As St. Paul says, the good he intends to do, 
he does not do. The evil he does not intend, he does! It is 
not always a lack of intention, but more often the allure of 
evil that makes it difficult to change. 

When we confess our sins, we are to come with a fully con-
trite heart. You need to reflect on your true feelings toward 
your actions before approaching the sacrament. After con-
fession, there are strategies you can make to avoid falling 
into the same traps of sin. First, pray for and seek out 
strength and perseverance through multiple sacraments, 
charitable work, and personal sacrifice. Second, avoid occa-
sions of sin when you might fail or be sorely tempted. In 
doing these things, remind yourself daily that it is a spiritu-
al war we wage, and with Godôs grace, we will succeed. 

Traditional Act of Contrition  

 

Oh my God, I am heartily sorry for having 
offended Thee, and I detest all my sins 
because of Thy just punishments, but 
most of all because they offend Thee, my 
God, who are all good and deserving of all 
my love. I firmly resolve, with the help of 
Thy grace, to sin no more, and to avoid 

the near occasion of sin.  
Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 28  8:30am  

March 30 7:30pm  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Social Committee of St. Francis of Assisi  

welcomes all to a Pasta Dinner. 

March 27th  

4:30pm to 7:00pm  

Upton Hall. 

 

The main entr®e (vegetable lasagna and 3 jumbo raviolis) 

will be catered from Rocco Vinoôs. 

Includes: Salad, bread, butter, coffee, pop and dessert 

 Feel free to BYOB! 

 

Tickets: $13.00 

 

There will be NO tickets sold at the door. 

Tickets can only be purchased on the weekends 

of March 14, 15 and 21, 22. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you! 

Any questions, please call the church office. 

Laurie Arredondo, Social Committee Chair 



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina  

The Lectio Divina group meets the last  
Thursday of each month January through June 

Next: March 26, 2026 
7:00-8:30 pm 

in the Great Room 
 

All are welcome to participate as we break  
open the Sunday readings and explore  

how they apply to our lives.  
The January session will include creating a group poem in response to 

the Beatitudes.  

For more information contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart 
E.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net 

Monday, March 23rd  

St. Francis of Assisi is offering a novena to  

St. Peregrine for those suffering from cancer 

 and other  illnesses.   

Next Mondays are April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11.  

Come to all or as many as you can.  

 7:00 pm in the church 

We will be here.  

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grief Support Group 

Monday, April 13, 3:30-5pm 

Topic: Grieving and Post-traumatic growth.  

Can they co-exist? 

Consider joining other Grieving Hearts to explore the sixth stage of grief, Post trau-

matic growth. There is no specific timeline as you work through the difficult stages 

of grief. However, research 

shows that moving towardò finding meaningò through the life of our loved one, can 

lead to healing and personal growth.  

 

You are not alone. 

Facilitated by Valerie Piazza LCPC 

 

 

 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI GOLF 

LEAGUE 

 

PLAY (9 holes) AT ROLLING HILL  

(Silver Lake CC) 

 

MONDAY MORNINGS -  

MAY 11 until AUGUST 31 

(excluding Memorial Day (May 25) 

 

GREEN FEES: $20 WALKING; $35 RIDING 

per week 

TO REGISTER: On line ï or at the Office 

 

LEAGUE FEE: $45 FOR THE SEASON ï  

INCLUDES ENDING BANQUET (SEPT. 22) 

AND PRIZES 

League Fee due at time of registration  

Check or credit card or cash 

 

Check payable to St. Francis of Assisi 

Golf League 

 

Contact Sr. Gael at ggens-

ler@sfaorland.org or  

708-460ð0042  

or Mary Greenan, 708-717-2378 or  

kookie11830@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

We joyfully welcomed the following children 

into our Christian Community  

March 15, 2026 

Hallie Rae Caddigan 

Daughter of Sean &  

Alyssa (Barron) Caddigan 

 

Connor Andrew Green 

Son of Garrett & Kelly (Finlay) Green 

 

Sophia Marie Santschi 

Daughter of Matthew &  

Brittany (Obermeyer) Santschi 


