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The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

March 29, 2026 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,   
I am happy to share that Father James Donovan has been 
appointed as the new pastor of Saint Francis of Assisi  
Parish, July 1, 2026.  Father Donovan is a gifted priest who 
has most recently served as pastor of Saint Barnabas  
Parish in Chicago.  It has been a great joy to serve Saint 
Francis of Assisi, and I am confident that Father Donovan 
will do a wonderful job in continuing all the great work that 
has been going on in our parish over the years.  Father Jim 
will share more with everyone in a letter to our parish 
soon.  I ask all of you to keep him in your prayers.  Coming 
into a new parish is both exciting and daunting for anyone, 
whether you are a priest or a parishioner.  We must seek 
Godôs grace and ask Him to strengthen Father Donovan as 
he says goodbye to one community and accepts the Lordôs 
call to shepherd ours.  Let us also pray that God fills our 
hearts with gratitude for Father Jim and that we may  
continue to trust in His Providence for the renewal of our 
parish community. 
+Robert 

Join us for Tenebrae 
A Service of Shadows 

 

April 1, 2026 

Wednesday of Holy Week 

7: 00 PM in Church 

 

In the Roman Catholic Church, Tenebrae is the name give to 

the celebration of Matins and Lauds, the first two hours of the 

Divine Office of the last three days of Holy Week. Originally  

celebrated after midnight, by the late Middle Ages this  

celebration was anticipated on the afternoon or evening of the 

preceding day in most places. 

 

The principal Tenebrae service is the gradual extinguishing of 

15 candles upon a stand in the sanctuary called a hearse. 

Readings, psalms and hymns are offered as the candles on the 

hearse are extinguished. Upon the final reading, the last candle (the Christ candle) is hidden 

from view. As the service draws to an end in darkness, the strepitus (Latin for ñgreat noiseò), 

occurs which symbolizes Christôs death and the earthquake that ensued. Following this great 

noise, the Christ candle, which had been hidden from view is returned to the apex of the 

hearse, signifying the return of Christ to the world with the  

Resurrection. All depart in silence. 

 

We hope you can join us for this very solemn and moving  

evening of prayer as we enter into the holiest of days. 



 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of February 2026 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $34,544.00 

    Envelopes & Loose               $57,220.00 

    Total for February 2026         $91,764.00 

 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving to  

St. Francis of Assisi.  

It is safe, flexible, convenient and  

consistent. Simply scan the QR code or 

complete the yellow sheet in your monthly 

envelope packet or call the parish office.  

We thank you for your  

continued support. 

 



 

 

This Lent, let us focus on the beauty and  
significance of the San Damiano Cross  

Each evening, at or near 7:00 pm, we ask that you enter 
into some time of prayer and like Francis pray the  

Prayer before the Crucifix, The Cross of San Damiano.   
We ask that you pray these very words that Francis 

prayed when he heard the voice of  God 
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Special Jubilee Year of St. Francis 2026-2027 

 

Saint Francis, our brother, you who, 800 years 

ago, went to meet Sister Death as a man at 

peace, intercede for us with the Lord. 

You who recognized true peace in the Crucifix 

of San Damiano, teach us to seek in Him the 

source of all reconciliation that breaks down 

all walls. You who, unarmed, crossed the 

lines of war and misunderstanding, give us 

the courage to build bridges where the world 

erects borders. In this age marked by conflict 

and division, intercede for us that we may 

 become artisans of peace: unarmed and  

disarming witnesses to the peace  

that comes from Christ. 

Amen.  



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Grief Support Group 

Monday, April 13, 3:30-5pm 

Topic: Grieving and Post-traumatic growth.  

Can they co-exist? 

Consider joining other Grieving Hearts to explore the sixth stage 

of grief, Post traumatic growth. There is no specific timeline as you 

work through the difficult stages of grief. However, research 

shows that moving towardò finding meaningò through the life of our 

loved one, can lead to healing and personal growth.  

 

You are not alone. 

Facilitated by Valerie Piazza LCPC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PERPETUAL NOVENA  
TO ST. RITA OF CASCIA 

 
Join us for the monthly Perpetual Novena to  
St. Rita of Cascia on Wednesday, April 1, 2026 at 
7:00 p.m.  All are invited to the next monthly St. Rita 
of Cascia Novena Mass at the St. Rita of Cascia 
Shrine Chapel, 7740 S. Western Avenue, Chicago, 
IL.  Confession is available at 6:00 p.m.  Mass and 
novena prayers will begin at 7:00p.m.  Stay after mass 
to enjoy a slice of the famous Racine Danish Kringle 
and socialize with new friends.  Secure and ample 
parking is available.  Visit our website at 
stritashrinechicago.com for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 30 7:30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

TRIDUUM 

 

Holy Thursday 

Mass of the Lordôs Supper ï 7:00PMÀ 

Adoration until Midnight 

  

Good Friday 

Stations of the Cross ï 3:00PMÀ 

Liturgy of the Lordôs Passion ï 7:00PMÀ 

  

Holy Saturday 

Blessing of the Baskets  

11:00AM; 11:30AM & 12:00PM 

(St. Francis Center Chapel) 

  

Easter Vigil ï 8:00PMÀ  

EASTER SUNDAY 

April 5, 2026 

8:00AMÀ, 10:00AM & 12:00PM (Church) 

10:00AM & 12:00PM (Upton Hall) 

 

ÀLiturgies that will be livestreamed  

https://www.stritashrinechicago.com/
https://www.stritashrinechicago.com/


 

 

SACRED HEART MISSION  
 HOPKINS PARK, IL  

 

 

Join us for noon Mass at the Mission on  
Sunday April 12, 2026.  

We are collecting items to stock  
the missionõs pantry.  

NEEDED:  
Paper  products and personal hygiene items. These 
items can be dropped off at the parish office during 
normal hours (8:30am ð 4:30pm) and/or in the  
Narthex before regularly scheduled masses.  

 
Please mark the items as  

òSacred Heart Mission Donation.ó 
 

We leave from Upton Hall (lower exterior doors 
 adjacent to the parking lot) at 10:15 am.  We will be 
serving a lite fellowship meal after mass. We are 

looking for dessert and salad donations.  
If interested, please contact  

 

Tim McCormick at 
(847)254-6816 or  

timothyjmccormick@comcast.net 

mailto:timothyjmccormick@comcast.ne


 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina  

The Lectio Divina group meets the last  
Thursday of each month January through June 

Next: April 30, 2026 
7:00-8:30 pm 

in the Great Room 
 

All are welcome to participate as we break  
open the Sunday readings and explore  

how they apply to our lives.  
The January session will include creating a group poem in response to 

the Beatitudes.  

For more information contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart 
E.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net 

Monday, April 6 

St. Francis of Assisi is offering a novena to  

St. Peregrine for those suffering from cancer 

 and other  illnesses.   

Next Mondays are April 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11.  

Come to all or as many as you can.  

 7:00 pm in the church 

We will be here.  

  

 

 

Matthew 26:14-27:66  

Just prior to this weekôs Passion narrative in St. Matthewôs Gospel, there is 
a small, striking story describing a womanôs scandalous action toward  
Jesus: ñA woman came up to him with an alabaster jar of costly perfumed 
oil, and poured it on his headò (Matthew 26:7). The ointment was pure nard, 
worth more than 300 denarii. A yearôs wages. Maybe a dowry, maybe a 
family inheritance. In any case, she breaks it. She does not measure or  
ration. She pours it all out, irreversibly, over Jesus.  
Why does this image begin Holy Week? 

Because what she does with the jar, Jesus will soon do with his life. The jar 
must be broken so the fragrance can be released. Jesusô body will be broken so his priceless divine 
and human love can be poured out. She gives everything, just as he is about to give everything. And 
He sees it: ñShe has done a good thing for meò (Matthew 26:10). Her act is lavish, impractical,  
scandalous in its apparent wastefulness. And he loves it. It is what Holy Week is all about. 

What jar are you still holding onto? Your time? Your comfort? Your plan for how life should go? Donôt 
just wave palms today. Let yourself be broken open so your love, too, can be poured out. 

Lenten Challenge: Offer something costly to Jesus this Holy Week ð not out of guilt, but love. Your  
attention. Your forgiveness. Your time. Break the jar.  
Trust that nothing poured out for him is ever wasted. 

ð Father John Mui 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Pre-
school Mass  

First Sunday  
of each Month  

9:30 am 

Next Mass  
May 3, 2026 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

May 2, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in  
The Eucharistic Chapel  
at the base of the  

You are invited to the  
initial gathering of the  

WOMEN OF ST. FRANCIS.  

We are introducing a ministry for 
women of all ages where we can 
share, strengthen, and support each 
other on our faith journey.  
Our upcoming TEA PARTY is  
APRIL 26

TH
 and will be the ólaunchô of 

such a group.   

Will You Join Us?  
 

The fee to attend the tea  
(and desserts) is $5 per person 
Sign-up will be in the Narthex  
4/11 and 4/12; 4/18 and 4/19.  
You can also register online at  
SFAorland.org by 4/19.   
Cash and check only will be accepted. 
Advance registration only.  
The tea party will be located in the 
Religious Ed Center  
2:30 - 4:30 pm. 

 

 



 

 

 

Saint Francis of Adult Choir  

Welcomes new singers   
All that is  required is a pleasing voice and an 

openness to sing  
a variety of choral music.  

Opera singers need not apply.   
Additional information found  
on the parish website or   

Email Leanne Hahn, Director of Music Ministry.  



 

 

 

Filing your 2025 income tax returns?  

Frustrated with the amount of tax you paid? 

Looking for a way to reduce your future  

income taxes and Medicare premiums? 

Well for those of you who are subject to the Required Minimum Dis-

tribution (RMD) rules from your IRA or retirement plan, we have great 

news for you! You can use your RMDôs to make Qualified Charitable 

Distributions QCDôs. A QCD is a direct payment or distribution from 

your IRA or retirement plan to St. Francis of Assisi Church or any of 

your other favorite charities. By making a QCD, the amounts paid out 

are excluded from your income, up to $108,000 per person for 2026. 

This excluded income not only can reduce your federal income taxes 

but may also reduce your Medicare premiums.  

What a great benefit for both you and your charities! 

Confused as to what to do?   

You can reach out to your tax preparer or call Dave Kobza,  

(708) 204-5919, a member of our SFA Finance Committee, for more  

information. 

 

 

 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI GOLF LEAGUE 

 

PLAY (9 holes) AT ROLLING HILL  

(Silver Lake CC) 

 

MONDAY MORNINGS -  

MAY 11 until AUGUST 31 

(excluding Memorial Day (May 25) 

 

GREEN FEES: $20 WALKING; $35 RIDING per week 

TO REGISTER: On line ï or at the Office 

 

LEAGUE FEE: $45 FOR THE SEASON ï  

INCLUDES ENDING BANQUET (SEPT. 22) AND PRIZES 

League Fee due at time of registration  

Check or credit card or cash 

 

Check payable to St. Francis of Assisi Golf League 

Contact Sr. Gael at ggensler@sfaorland.org or  

708-460ð0042  

or Mary Greenan, 708-717-2378 or  

kookie11830@yahoo.com 

We Need YOU!  
Make a real difference in the lives of those affect-
ed by domestic violence by volunteering at our 
stores. Just five hours a week at your favorite Neat 
Repeats location can create lasting change. Every 
hour helps to support our mission.   
  
We are in GREAT need of volunteers Monday -  
Thursday evenings from 2 - 7pm and Saturdays at 
both our Worth and Orland Park and Neat Repeats 
locations.  

 



 

 

Have you ever considered the 
call to be a  

Deacon of the Catholic 
Church?  

Join us at one of the next 
 Inquiry Evenings. 

 

Alexander Parish,  
7025 W 126th  St. Palos Heights 

May 18,  2026  

7 pm . Online (via zoom) 

 

The session will provide an over-
view of the Deacon Formation 
Program, the application process 
and information on the ministry of 
deacon. Men, single and married 
are invited to attend.  
Wives are strongly encouraged to 
accompany their husbands to the 
meeting. For information and to 
register for sessions. 
Contact the Office of the  
Diaconate at 708-366-8900.  

MISSION TRIP  REFLECTION 
 

Hi, I am Olivia Surmacz and I'm writing this letter for the service hours that I could earn. I am going into 10th grade, my 
sophomore year of high school known as Carl Sandburg. Some things that I am a part of the yearbook club, and a few oth-
ers that I join in my school. Aside from clubs, I do volleyball and I've been doing it since fifth grade. I go to eXtreme Perfor-
mance often known as XP. I do high school volleyball as well and I am currently trying to get ready for it. 
Coming into this mission trip, I really had no idea what to expect since one of my friends had invited me to join since she had 
gone on it the previous year before. But, my expectations were quite high and they were achieved! I had really enjoyed my 
time here, getting closer with God, helping out others and programs. I thought it was such an amazing and great experience 
and I would most definitely go again next year to experience this again. But the main reason I had signed up for this trip was 
because I really wanted to get closer with God and show my faith. This trip had really helped me open up to god and get 
closer to him and shown me to be more consistent with everything. I am now praying more often, going to church and really 
trying to put my faith through and continue on. This experience was amazing and I really hope more people can join on this 
trip and experience what I had experienced. 
When I had first gotten my group I was worried since I did not have a friend of mine in the group nor did I know anyone in 
that group. Thankfully, we got close quickly and I really was able to get to know them. Our bonds have really helped me en-
joy working for others. For example, me and my group had gone to so many nursing homes to clean and we were able to go 
by so quick and so fast even with everything we had done perfectly. We had cleaned many windows, and the inside of the 
homes, we were able to get through about 6 in three days! We had done so much that we had to start or join other projects. 
For example when we had finished all the homes we had to join another group to help them out. The house we had to clean 
out was infested with vines and leaves and we were able to clean a lot out of the house. The lady we had cleaned for was 
so thankful for our work and everything. I had really enjoyed this mission and what I had gotten and learned from it. 

Blessing for  
Holy Week 

Be with us this week, 
Lord, journeying closer 

and closer to  
Your pierced and  
Sacred Heart. 

Immerse us in Your 
 intense and undying 
love. Help us to encoun-
ter Your passion in new 
ways that inform, sur-
prise, and inspire us. 

Amen. 


