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The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

April 19, 2026 

 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

Luke 24:13-35 

When I first read Homerôs Odyssey as a teenager, one scene captured my 
imagination: Odysseus finally returning home after 20 years, yet no one 
recognized him. Disguised as a beggar, he speaks with his wife, his son, 
and even his enemies. He is fully present, yet hidden. Only at the right  
moment does he reveal himself, and everyone realizes he has been with 
them all along. I was struck by the mystery that he could be so close to his 
loved ones, and yet they simply could not identify him. 

A similar mystery is at the heart of todayôs Gospel. Two disciples walk the 
road to Emmaus with Jesus, but ñtheir eyes were prevented from  
recognizing him.ò (Luke 24:16) He listens, teaches, and eats with them, 
yet they remain blind until he breaks the bread. Suddenly their eyes are 
opened ð and at that very moment, he vanishes. His disappearance is not 
absence. Rather, it is revelation. The Risen Lord is now present in a new 
way, in the breaking of the bread and in the life of His Church. 

Faith is this shift of vision. Instead of searching for a visible Jesus as if he 
were absent, we learn to recognize him unveiled in hidden ways ð in 
Scripture proclaimed, in the Eucharist, in the sacraments, in the very life of 
the Church. 

And what is true of him is true of us. Just as he disappears into the mission 
of his Body, we too are meant to be hidden in him. When we live hidden in 
Christ, we are seen for who we really are. 

ð Father John MuirÉLPi 

St. Anselm  

St. Anselm of Canterbury left his home in Italy to travel as a young man 
and ended up at the monastery in Bec, France, which was known for the 
teachings of its leader, Lanfranc. Anselm rose quickly to become abbot of 
the community and his writings are now compared in importance to those 
of St. Augustine. 

In 1093 Anselm was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury by William II 
Rufus, the son and successor of William the Conqueror. However, at the 
time there was a controversy in Europe over whether kings or the pope 
had the power to invest bishops. Anselm, who believed only the pope 
should have the right to invest an ecclesiastical authority, spent much of 
his time as Archbishop exiled in Rome. 

St. Anselmôs teaching and works of theology are his most important  
contribution to the Catholic faith. He is considered of the fathers of  
scholastic theology and his chief achievement in philosophy was the  
ontological argument for the existence of God. His work Cur Deus homo? 
taught that atonement for sins could only be achieved through Christ. He 
was canonized in 1494 and named a Doctor of the Church in 1720. É LPi 



 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of March 2026 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $73,908.00 

    Envelopes & Loose               $36,150.00 

    Total for March 2026            $110,058.00 

 

Easter Collection To Date $98,889.00 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving to  

St. Francis of Assisi.  

It is safe, flexible, convenient and  

consistent. Simply scan the QR code or 

complete the yellow sheet in your monthly 

envelope packet or call the parish office.  

We thank you for your  

continued support. 
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òPreach the Gospels everyday 

& only if you have toé 

use words.ó 

 
ʄ St. Francis of Assisi  

 

Celebrating the Jubilee Year of  
St. Francis of Assisi 

LIVING LIKE FRANCIS TODAY 

Join the discussion group at the  
parish starting on Tuesdays, 

May 26 after the 8:30 morning Mass 
(app. 9:15) in the Great 

Room ïTogether we will connect at a 
faith level that you are comfortable 
doing. Cost is $5 for the book. 
6 Sessions concluding June 30. 



 

 

  

You are invited to the initial gathering of the  
WOMEN OF ST. FRANCIS 

We are introducing a ministry for  
women of all ages where we can share, 
strengthen, and support each other on 
our faith journey. Our upcoming TEA 
PARTY is APRIL 26

TH
 and will be the 

ólaunchô of such a group.   

Will You Join Us? The fee to attend the 
tea (and desserts) is $5 per person  
Sign-up will be in the Narthex  

4/18 and 4/19.  
You can also register online at  

https://www.sfaorland.org/womens-
tea.html by 4/19.   

Cash and check only will be accepted. 
Advance registration only.  

The tea party will be located in the  
Religious Ed Center  
2:30 - 4:30 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Scriptural tradition dictates we help our neighbors, and itôs the right thing 

to do. Among many charitable organizations within the Church is the Saint 

Vincent DePaul Society (SVdP).  

 

 SFA has an active conference and late last summer SVdP volunteers be-

came acquainted with a neighbor, a single mother of three, with one of her 

children being severely handicapped and wheelchair bound. An example 

of how challenging the struggles were, one day the school of her handi-

capped child called saying the child needed to leave school because of 

multiple seizures. The mom couldnôt bring her daughter home because she 

didnôt have a working automobile.  The family lives in a small rental unit in 

our community, inconvenient to public transportation. 

 

Further complicating the family situation, the mom faced a substantial loan on the failed auto but could-

nôt work to earn income to pay the loan.  Poverty is a heavy burden to carry. When a person is unable to 

work, the path out of that struggle can feel impossible, and seeing their children endure the hardships of 

poverty is deeply heartbreaking. 

 

Your parish SVdP volunteers engaged and secured assistance as best we could to keep the utilities op-

erating and the rent paid as needed.  When the situation worsened and required more help than we could 

manage, we turned to the SVdP Chicago Archdiocesan Council for assistance on a much greater scale. 

An appeal was made to the entire Chicagoland SVdP list of individuals and conferences, from Cook and 

Lake Counties, which yielded unprecedented success in raising funds sufficient to help our neighbor in 

need purchase a used, handicapped van and retire the loan on her unsalvageable vehicle. 

 

Because of the generous donations from approximately eighty sources and the staff at Bettenhausen 

Chrysler Dealership in Orland Park who worked with us to purchase an affordable used handicap van, we 

were able to remove some of that burden off this young motherôs shoulders. Sometimes Sister Gael gets 

weekly calls for help, then other times, thank heavens, the phone doesnôt ring for a week.  But in almost 

every case, the friend in need helped is very grateful, but gratitude isnôt the measure of why we help.  It is 

our Christian obligation, and simply the right thing to do. 

 

To all those who helped us with this mission, thank you. You did the right thing. 

(SVdP is funded by voluntary donations) 

 

 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina  

The Lectio Divina group meets the last  
Thursday of each month January through June 

Next: April 30, 2026 
7:00-8:30 pm 

in the Great Room 
 

All are welcome to participate as we break  
open the Sunday readings and explore  

how they apply to our lives.  
The January session will include creating  
a group poem in response to the Beatitudes.  

For more information contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart 
E.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, April 20 

St. Francis of Assisi is offering a novena to  

St. Peregrine for those suffering from  

cancer  and other illnesses.   

Next Mondays are April 27, May 4, 11.  

Come to all or as many as you can.  

 7:00 pm in the church 

We will be here.  

  

 

Alaina Reyes  
will receive 1st Eucharist  

 April 19  
at 10am Mass 



 

 

 



 

 

 

St. Francis of  
Assisi Preschool 

Mass  

First Sunday  
of each Month  

9:30 am 

Next Mass  
May 3, 2026 

St. Francis Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

May 2, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in  
The Eucharistic 
Chapel at the 
base of the  
Bell tower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Grief Support Group 

May 11, 2026  

3:30-5pm  

One Step Forward and Two Steps Back 

The path of grief is a dynamic process and defies 

 predictability. We think we are making ñprogressò and 

then we are triggered by a song, a memory, almost 

anythingé.and without warning we feel overwhelmed 

with grief. As difficult as this is, it is normal. 

 

Join other grieving hearts and share this all too famil-

iar experience. You are not alone. 

 

Facilitated by Valerie Piazza LCPC 

May Crowning  

Wednesday 

May 13 

 

The feast of  

Our Lady of Fatima. 

 

Join us for the 8:30AM Mass  

and May Crowning. 

The celebration will continue with a 

 potluck breakfast in Upton Hall.  

 

Bring your favorite breakfast food to 

share. 

 

Hope you can join in this  

wonderful tradition. 



 

 

 

Saint Francis of Adult Choir  

Welcomes new singers   
All that is  required is a pleasing voice 

and an openness to sing a 
 variety of choral music.  

Opera singers need not apply.   
 

Additional information found  
on the parish website or   
Email Leanne Hahn,  

Director of Music Ministry.  



 

 



 

 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI GOLF LEAGUE 

 

PLAY (9 holes) AT ROLLING HILL  

(Silver Lake CC) 

 

MONDAY MORNINGS -  

MAY 11 until AUGUST 31 

(excluding Memorial Day (May 25) 

 

GREEN FEES: $20 WALKING; $35 RIDING per week 

TO REGISTER: On line ï or at the Office 

 

LEAGUE FEE: $45 FOR THE SEASON ï  

INCLUDES ENDING BANQUET (SEPT. 22) AND PRIZES 

League Fee due at time of registration  

Check or credit card or cash 

Check payable to St. Francis of Assisi Golf League 

Contact Sr. Gael at ggensler@sfaorland.org or  

708-460ð0042  

or Mary Greenan, 708-717-2378 or  

kookie11830@yahoo.com 



 

 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

 

Please keep those listed below in your daily prayers 

Saturday, April 18
th

 
5:00PM Leonard Rzeszutko rq. by SFA EMôs, Jerry 
Kurth rq. by Jerry & Marie Schiera, Mary Piekarz rq. by 
Mike & Virginia Lesnet, Zofia Witowska rq. by family,  
Eleonora Kupiec rq. by family 
 
Sunday, April 19

th
 

8:00AM Jack Noris rq. by Paul Weston, Shane Patrick 
McErlee rq. by Carol Colby, Kay Flanagan rq. by The  
Flanagan Family, Claudia Lipetzky rq. by Bill Doyle & 
family,  
Audry Doyle rq. by Bill Doyle & family 
 
10:00AM Joan Hahn rq. by Pat & Leo Depcik  
 
12:00PM Michael McInerney rq. by Sheila & John 
Pacholski 
 
Monday, April 20

th
 

8:30AM Sean Daluddung (healing) rq. by Socorro San-
tos 
 
Tuesday, April 21

st
 

8:30AM Alice Sodora rq. by The Faxel Family, Patricia 
Dahms rq. by Pam & Mario Marr, Sean Daluddung 
(healing) rq. by Socorro Santos 
 
Wednesday, April 22

nd
 

8:30AM Barbara Horvath rq. by The Horvath-Van 
Kampen Family 
 
Thursday, April 23

rd
 

8:30AM Thomas Killoren rq. by Rita Killoren, Lucy & 
Hieu Phan (healing) rq. by family, Virginia Zbos rq. by 
John Zbos, Jesse Elias Torres rq. by Socorro Santos 
 
Friday, April 24

th
 

8:30AM Kristina Kaczmark rq. by The Kaczmark Family 
 
Saturday, April 25

th
 

5:00PM Walter Norton Jr. rq. by Mike & Roxanne Zo-
ladz, Robert N. Smith rq. by Bill & Ann Carroll, Deacon 
Daniel Carroll rq. by Maria Weber, Mary Ellen Ross rq. 
by Karen & debi Ross, Eugene Mudgett rq. by Jerri & 
Dan LaRoche 
 
Sunday, April 26

th
 

8:00AM The People of St. Francis 
 
10:00AM Delores Sallee rq. by Rosemary Zielinski, An-
ton Shamoun rq. by Erin Connelly Norman 
 
12:00PM Anthony Catalano Sr. rq. by Carlene Catalano 
& sons, Joan & Charles Vins Jr. rq. by Carlene Cata-
lano & sons, Jerrold Lewis rq. by family 

Baby Sarah Jane 

Donald Baran 

Leslie Bartosz 

Al Becker 

Genny Bloudzis 

Dorothy Brick 

Ethan Patrick Burns 

Baby Chase 

Felicitas Cortez 

Bridget Deady 

Emilia DeGuzman 

Patricia DiGangi 

Leslie Drew 

Ed Dunleavy 

Rich Finn 

Tim Gerstner 

Luis Emilio Gonzalez 

Lawrence Green 

Annie Griffin 

Terry Griner 

Donald Hayes 

Randy Jennings 

Dawn Kaderabek 

Linda Katsiubas 

Geraldine Kelley 

Renata Malysz 

Joe March 

Doreen Miller 

Jennifer Mitchell 

John Moritti 

Judy Vittori Ochoa 

Alison Odak 

Joann OôDea 

Rosemary Odewald 

Bill Okleshen 

Jerry Ossowski 

Marian Peregoy 

Fred Pesek 

Thomas & Jane Quinn 

Diane Richards 

Rigas Rogiokos 

Scott Sterkowitz 

Richard Tittle 

Kimberly Trochuck 

Annamarie Turk 

Peter Turney 

Jerry Vancina 

 

Gregory Nowak 

 
 
 

Have you ever considered the call to be a  
Deacon of the Catholic Church?  

 
Join us at one of the next Inquiry Evenings 

Alexander Parish 
7025 W 126th  St. Palos Heights 

May 18,  2026  

7 pm . Online (via zoom) 

The session will provide an overview of the Deacon Formation Program, 
the application process and information on the ministry of deacon. Men, 
single and married are invited to attend.  
Wives are strongly encouraged to accompany their husbands to the 
meeting. For information and to register for sessions.  
Contact the Office of the Diaconate at 708-366-8900.  




