"| came so that they might have life and have
it more abundantly.” John 10:10

\ Ekcérpts f;am the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. \ ©OLPi
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Liturgical Ministers for Next Weekend (Please visit the Ministry Scheduler for the most up to date schedule or to volunteer)

Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM Sunday, 12:00 PM
May 2 May 3 May 3 May 3
Presider Geofrey Andama Geofrey Andama Geofrey Andama Geofrey Andama
Deacon Timothy McCormick John Donahue Deacon TBA Mike Kiley
Sacristan Valerie Piazza Barbara Basila Marjorie Curran Adrianne Wieczorek
Lector Casimir (Casey) Pytel (1) Patricia Flynn (1) Jill Dwyer (1) Warren Winker (1)
Kim Reid (2) Alice Rzeszutko (2) Sheila Pacholski (2) Thomas Glynn (2)
Geofrey Andama Geofrey Andama Geofrey Andama Geofrey Andama
William Carroll Barbara Basila Deborah Burzinski Rita Beckwith
Lorraine Martenson Nancy Biggio Wendy Freer Susan Campagna
e ar Timothy McCormick Sheila Bonaguro Regina Knapp Mike Kiley
Eucharistic Minister Katherine Nicholson John Donahue Diane Ostrowski Robert Long
Valerie Piazza Lauren Faxel Kathleen Ostrowski Joan Ondrus
Martin Terpstra Daniel Faxel Janice Ota Adrianne Wieczorek
Maria Weber James Pedersen Deacon TBA Jeannine Witowski
Raphael Angelo Santos Lucas Dawczak Brian Curran Brigid Haran
Altar Server NOT FILLED Lilly Loizzo Amanda Mackowiak NOT FILLED
NOT FILLED Aaron Lubinski Jayden Tan NOT FILLED
James Calcagno (HU) Richard Roberts (HU) Gregory Fifer (HU) Robert Long, Jr. (HU)
Usher Ann Carroll Roger Malinowski Diane Mackowiak Thomas Wieczorek
Cathy Arzbaecher Maria Damico Jay Modelski Laura Tucco
Grester Jim Arzbaecher Nancy Biggio Gabby Bach Pamela Kringstad
Lisa Kacerovskis NOT FILLED Tricia Vidinich Mary Jo Noreikis
This Week at St. Francis P a r | S h S t e W a. r d S
Sunday April 26
Helping Hands Food Drive M Oon t h 0] f M al C h
Baptisms 1:30 PM

Ladies Group Tea

HS Youth Ministry Mtg
Monday April 27

G2G Mtg

Jubilee Mtg

Peregrine Novena
G2G Meeting
Tuesday April 28
Needles & Things
Tues RE Grades 1-7
Knights of Columbus
Wednesday April 29
OA Mtg

Wed [B] RE Grades 1-7
Book Study

Thursday April 30
Cornerstone

2:30 PM Upton Hall

5:30 PM SFR (Lower Level)
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The Meaning of the Tau Cross for St. Francis

First, the Tau was a sign of personal conversion — a deliberate choice

to follow the life and teachings of Jesus as expressed in the Gospel. At

the heart of the Gospels is the fundamental belief that all human

beings, having been created out of God’'s abundant goodness and
love, have an inviolable dignity and worth. This dignity creates a relational
solidarity among all of God’s creation that affirms the collective goodness of
humanity. Thus for St. Francis, and explored by Father Michael Cusato in his
article “To Do Penance,” a life of conversion meant continually choosing to live in
a way that recognized the sacred dignity and universal fraternity of all. The Tau
becomes the symbolic reminder of this.

Second, the Tau was a symbol of a deliberate life of penance. St. Francis
understood sin to be the disruption or breach of sacred fraternal relationships. He
believed that any actions, attitudes and behaviors that threatened these bonds
were inherently sinful. St. Francis suggested that the way to overcome these sins
was to engage in a type of penance which required both an external action
(turning away from sin) and an internal change of heart (metanoia). The Tau then
becomes a visual reminder that one must continually choose to turm away from
sin by turning toward God and the mutual relationships that God has ordained.

Finally, the Tau was the ultimate symbol of God's love and healing — the cross of
Chnst. Christ showed his followers how to live and love in the context of right
relationships. Jesus’ very way of life demonstrated the way to promote human
dignity while fostering the bonds of respect among humans. And while Jesus
would be crucified in an extreme violation of dignity and broken relationships, his
refusal to return violence for violence became the ultimate act of love and
restoration. 5t. Francis called upon his followers to embrace and imitate this
incredible way of life. Thus, as a Franciscan symbol, the Tau stands as a
reminder that we are called to find love in the hate, beauty in the mess, goodness
in the profane, and the potential in the problem.

The Tau Cross by Laura Nettles, FSPA
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PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE
MAY 14-23, 2026

Join Father Geofrey
Andama on a pilgrimage |
of faith to Medjugorje.

Since 1981 over 50 million people
have journeyed to Medjugorje, a

= small village just east of Croatia,

' in Bosnia and Herzegovnia. There
d= pilgrims receive abundant graces,
the peace of Christ, connect with

~ God in profound prayer and
experience a renewal of faith.

Just scan QR code for a Pilgrimage EIr R
Brochure and to register. '

Come open your heart to Our @#,
Lady’s call for peace, prayer with
the heart, conversion, and penance
in 2026!

* |f you have any questions, please contact Cindy Wendt/Pilgrimage
Guide via email: cwel005@comcast.net or phone: 708/359-4025.
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Pancakie Breakfast

St. Francis of Assisi
Upton Hall

Sunday, May 3

Serving 8:30am until 11:30am

$10 per person
Children 5 years of age and under FREE

Buffet Style Breakfast

(8ggs, pancakes, sausage, coffee and juices)
Proceeds to benefit the K of C Charity Programs

Knights of
Columbus

St. Francis of Assisi .
Council 16369

\

N
\

Monday, April 27
St. Francis of Assisi is offering a novena to
St. Peregrine
for those suffering from cancer and other illnesses.
Next Mondays are May 4 & 11.
Come to all or as many as you can.
7:00 pm in the church
We will be here.
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Son of Clinton & Erinl | Bur§ckéts én salk 9l St Stephen’s Parish office
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Emma Grace Shaul < . hy
Daughter of Jeremy Shaul|l |& EI i zabames & Prizes too!! "
Food Catered—by Pueblito Mexican Restaurant
Entertainment by Mariachl Supremo
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ACTIVE SENIOR EXPO
All seniors in the parish are invited to attend Active Senior Expo at no charge
(regular admission is $2). The event will be held on Wednesday, April 29, 2026 at

Chicago Gaelic Park, 6119 West 147" Street in Oak Forest. Show hours are 9:30

a.m. to 2 p.m. Parking is free.

Active Senior Expo features hundreds of products and services for seniors, free
seminars, free giveaways, free musical entertainment and free door prizes. A
Farmer’s Market featuring fresh produce will be presented by BlueCross

BlueShield of lllinois.

Simply present this bulletin (or a photocopy) at the door and you and all members

of your party will be admitted free of charge.

e N 7))



BABY BOTTLE PROJECT!

The St Francis of Assisi Helping Hands Committee is participating in the Baby
Bottle Project beginning May 9%/10® benefiting The Women's Center of Greater
Chicagoland. The Women's Center is a nonprofit organization that directly assists
mother and families experiencing crisis pregnancies by offering free services
which include emaotional, financial, material, and spiritual support as well as
counseling, pregnancy testing, ultrasound, material and monetary provisions,
prayers, and other aid. By God's Grace, The Women’s Centers have saved over
37,000 bables — and their mothers - from abortion since 1984,

Just so you know...your nickels, dimes and quarters add upl All of our services are
free to the client, so thank you for helping us help the women and families we
serve!

Please take a Baby Bottle home with you after Mass on
May 9 and 10t

Fill it with your spare change and return

May 23 and May 24+

This is a simple, but crucial fundraising effort for The Women's Centers. Thank
you for helping defend life. Let us keep all pro-life activities in our prayers.

For more information about The Women's Center, please visit their website
www.womens-center.org or call 773-794-1313

PPl Pk Bk d

SACRED HEART M
HOPKI

NS PARK,

exterior doors a
ing lot) at 10:
serving a |lite f
mas s . We are | od

and salad don
| f i nterested,

Tim McCormick at
(847)63BAb

or
T

mot hyj mccor mitc

Join us for noo
Mi ssi on on
Sunday May 10,
We are coll ecti
the mids piamri r y.
NEEDED:
Paper produc
per sonal hygien
items can be dr
parish office duU
(8: 304m30pm) and
Narthex before r
masses.
Pl ease mar k th
fiSacred Heart Mid
We | eave from Uj

IS
I

t o
d |
L 5
el |
ki
ati
p |

-
C

K @c

The Caregiver's Heart: Healing the
Hidden Losses of Eldercare

Caring for an aging loved one brings a unique and often silent form of grief
that starts long before the final goodbye. This essential seminar offers a
compassionate space to address the complex emotional losses that erode health,
Including mourning changes in your loved one's memory or health while they are
still here, and coping with the heavy burden of resentment and guilt that can
build up over time. You will gain practical tools for setting boundaries, managing
burnout, and helping you find healing and a new sense of purpose. Don't miss this
opportunity. This event is open to all. Please register today!

Free Registration/

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2026
10:15 AM: Check-in Begins
10:30 AM: Presentation Begins

WHERE:

Palos Heights Recreation Center
6601 W 127TH St

Palos Heights, IL 60463

Reﬁ*%hrm Provided
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SHELTER PREVENTION HOUSING

Sometimes it’s just a few hours of a volunteer’s time: meals served and
conversations had, that can make all the difference in a client’s day.

Volunteers are woven into the fabric of BEDS plus and the safety net of support.
Serving meals, welcoming guests, delivering food to clients and helping keep things
running day to day are just a few of the ways they support programs.

Volunteers create connection. A warm meal or a simple conversation is a reminder that
someone cares. For the people we serve, those moments matter. Homelessness often
comes with isolation, and being seen, acknowledged, and welcomed helps restore a
sense of normalcy.

For many volunteers, what starts as helping out becomes something more. You gain
perspective, bulld connections, and see the real stories behind homelessness.

That time adds up. In FY25 and into this year, volunteers have contributed over 26,175
hours, an estimated $910,000 in time and talent.

Volunteers expand what’s possible.
To everyone who shows up, serves, and supports this work: thank you.

MORE INFO ABOUT VOLUNTEERING AT BEDS

HONOR A VOLUNTEER Volunteer Spotlight: Mike Zoladz
Mike came to BEDS Plus through St. Vincent de Paul,
looking for a way to give back as he approached
hours * * & RETET
He's become a familiar, reliable presence across ,
¢ BN programs, welcoming residents at Ogden Avenue Have you ever consid
month ol Supportive Housing, supporting intake at the Summit Deacon of the Cathol
Service Center, and delivering and serving meals Join us at one of th
wherever needed. Mike is someone who shows up and Al enines 1o,
goes the extra mile. 7025 W 126th St. P
One moment has stayed with him: At the intake desk at May 18, 2026
the Summit Service Center, more than 40 people came 7 pm . Online (vis
through in a single day. Each received a sandwich and a The session will pro
bottle of water, Simple,but it meant something. You AN ST (8
could see it in the smiles. In that moment, someone mation on the minist.
Men, single and marr.|
saw them. Someone cared. to attend.
Through his time with BEDS Plus, Mike has seen how something many take for granted, wive mpany t he o A .
having a place to call home, is not guaranteed. And when someone finally has that, the me gt ing. " For infolrma
pride is real. Contact the Office o
"BEDS Plus does an incredible job helping people find housing. And the staff really care. Diaconat-26490008
You see it every day.”
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7 GROUPME WHERE | WILL SHARE MORE UP
15 10 DATE UPDATES AMD REMINDERS FOR
o8 FVENTS!

ST. FRANCI S OF ASSI SI GOLF LEA

PLAY (9 holes) AT ROLLI NG HI
(Silver Lake CC)

MONDAY MORNI NGS
MAY 11 wuntil AUGUST 31
(excluding Memori al Day ( May

GREEN FEES: $20 WALKI NG; $35 RI DI
TO REGI STERi:orOnatl itnee Of fi ce

LEAGUE FEE: $45 FOR THE SEASON
| NCLUDES ENDI NG BANQUET (SEPT. 22)
League Fee due at time of reg
Check or credit card or cas
Check payable to St. Francis of
Contact Sr. Gael at ggensler @sf
70-8600042
or Mary Gr&aedZ8id8 008
kooki el1830@yahoo.com

SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI

CHILDREN’S CHOIR

It’s Not Too Late to »
é’ Join Children’s and
13 Youth Choirs A )

o

Rehearsals are on Tuesdays from 4:30-5:45
in the lower level Music Room.
Youth Chorale (Grades 6 through 12) rehearses
from 5:45-6:30 on Tuesdays, following the
Children's choir for details.

Sce the website or email Leanne in the Music Office at music@sfaorland org for details.

Saint Francis of A «

Wel comes ne i
Al'l theguised is a pleasin
openness t [
variety of
Opera singers

Addi ti onal i nformati on
on the parish website
Emai | Leanne Hahn,



