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The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

April 26, 2026 

 

John 10:1-10 

ñI am the good shepherd. A good shep-
herd lays down his life for the sheep.ò 
John 10:11 

My most boring job was working at an 
insurance company as a  
college student. My main task? Filing. 
Now imagine if I had told my supervisor, 
ñI just want you to know, Iôm willing to 
die for these files.ò She would have 

called a psychiatrist ð or at least security. 

There is something absurd in Jesusô words in todayôs Gospel: ñI am 
the good shepherdé I lay down my life for the sheep.ò (John 10:11) 
It sounds noble, until you think about it. No one dies for sheep. Not 
a hired hand. Not even a good shepherd. Sheep are important, 
sure, but not worth a human life. 

And yet, Jesus insists: I will die for them. The crowd understandably 
responds: ñHe is out of his mind.ò 

C.S. Lewis once said that Jesus does not leave us the option of  
calling him merely a good teacher. If someone speaks like him, he 
is either lying, crazy, or telling the truth. Johnôs Gospel wonôt let us 
stay sentimental. Jesus means it. He reveals a love that surpasses 
logic ð a love that measures worth not by strength or success, but 
by the willingness to suffer unto death. 

The Good Shepherdôs madness is mercy. His cross makes no  
earthly sense and yet it makes divine sense. He lays down his life 
not for kings or saints but for sheep ð for the ordinary,  
the unworthy, for you and me. 

Think of someone who may feel unworthy of love. Do something 
simple and generous for them, not because they deserve it, but  
because Jesus did the same for you. 

ð Father John Muir ÉLPi 

Blessing of the Good Shepherd 

Dear Jesus, 
Be the Good Shepherd in my life.  
Help me to know your voice and to respond. 
Help me to Ĝnd your fold and the paths on which you lead. 
Bless me with verdant pastures and restful waters. 
Refresh my soul. Amen. ÄLPi 



 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of March 2026 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $73,908.00 

    Envelopes & Loose               $36,150.00 

    Total for March 2026            $110,058.00 

 

Easter Collection To Date $98,889.00 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving to  

St. Francis of Assisi.  

It is safe, flexible, convenient and  

consistent. Simply scan the QR code or 

complete the yellow sheet in your monthly 

envelope packet or call the parish office.  

We thank you for your  

continued support. 
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                         Celebrating the Jubilee Year of  
St. Francis of Assisi 

LIVING LIKE FRANCIS TODAY 

Join the discussion group at the  
parish starting on Tuesdays, 

May 26 after the 8:30 morning Mass 
(app. 9:15) in the Great 

Room ïTogether we will connect at a 
faith level that you are comfortable 
doing. Cost is $5 for the book. 
6 Sessions concluding June 30. 



 

 

 

St. Francis of  
Assisi Preschool 

Mass  

First Sunday  
of each Month  

9:30 am 

Next Mass  
May 3, 2026 

St. Francis Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

May 2, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in  
The Eucharistic 
Chapel at the 
base of the  
Bell tower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Grief Support Group 

May 11, 2026  

3:30-5pm  

One Step Forward and Two Steps Back 

The path of grief is a dynamic process and defies 

 predictability. We think we are making ñprogressò and 

then we are triggered by a song, a memory, almost 

anythingé.and without warning we feel overwhelmed 

with grief. As difficult as this is, it is normal. 

 

Join other grieving hearts and share this all too famil-

iar experience. You are not alone. 

 

Facilitated by Valerie Piazza LCPC 

May Crowning  

Wednesday 

May 13 

 

The feast of  

Our Lady of Fatima. 

 

Join us for the 8:30AM Mass  

and May Crowning. 

The celebration will continue with a 

 potluck breakfast in Upton Hall.  

 

Bring your favorite breakfast food to 

share. 

 

Hope you can join in this  

wonderful tradition. 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina  

The Lectio Divina group meets the last  
Thursday of each month January through June 

Next: April 30, 2026 
7:00-8:30 pm 

in the Great Room 
 

All are welcome to participate as we break  
open the Sunday readings and explore  

how they apply to our lives.  
The January session will include creating  
a group poem in response to the Beatitudes.  

For more information contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart 
E.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net 



 

 

  

Ministry of Praise 

What does it mean? 

As a Minister of Praise you promise to pray and  

offer your sacrifices and sufferings and joys for the 

needs of the parish, the universal church and all 

prayer requests listed in our parish book of  

Intercessions (located near the chapel).  

The pastor or designated parish staff member sends 

all ministers of praise a letter each month naming 

specific prayer intentions for that month. All  

parishioners are assured of being prayed for daily. 

If you are interested, please contact Sr. Gael at the office 708-

460-0042 or  

ggensler@sfaorland.org 

How powerful  

prayer is! May we 

never lose the 

courage to say: 

Lord, give us your 

peace. 

Prayer, humility, 

and charity toward 

all are essential in 

the Christian life: 

they are the way to 

holiness. 
Pope Francis 

 

 

  

 We joyfully welcomed the following children into our  

Christian Community  on April 19, 2026 

Kristofer Bart Karpiel 

Son of Bartlomiej &Christina (Ciezczak) Karpiel 

 

Nolan Anton Nemecek 

Son of Ryan & Victoria (Sobol) Nemecek 

 

Joseph Scot Polz 

Son of Clinton &  Erin (Buswell) Polz 

 

Emma Grace Shaul 

Daughter of Jeremy Shaul & Elizabeth Roth 

ACTIVE SENIOR EXPO 



 

 

 SACRED HEART MISSION  
 HOPKINS PARK, IL  

 

 

Join us for noon Mass at the 
Mission on  

Sunday May 10, 2026.  

We are collecting items to stock  
the missionôs pantry.  

NEEDED:  
Paper  products and  

personal hygiene items. These 
items can be dropped off at the 
parish office during normal hours 
(8:30am ï 4:30pm) and/or in the  
Narthex before regularly scheduled 

masses.  
 

Please mark the items as  
ñSacred Heart Mission Donation.ò 

 
We leave from Upton Hall (lower 
exterior doors adjacent to the park-
ing lot) at 10:15 am.  We will be 
serving a lite fellowship meal after 
mass. We are looking for dessert 

and salad donations.  
If interested, please contact  

 

Tim McCormick at 
(847)254-6816  
or  
timothyjmccormick@comcast.net 
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Have you ever considered the call 
to be a  

Deacon of the Catholic Church?  
 

Join us at one of the next Inquiry 
Evenings 

Alexander Parish 
7025 W 126th  St. Palos Heights 

May 18,  2026  

7 pm . Online (via zoom) 

The session will provide an overview 
of the Deacon Formation Program, 
the application process and infor-
mation on the ministry of deacon. 
Men, single and married are invited 
to attend.  
Wives are strongly encouraged to 
accompany their husbands to the 
meeting. For information and to 
register for sessions.  
Contact the Office of the  
Diaconate at 708-366-8900.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Social Committee at St. Francis  

is hosting an exciting special event! 

 

June 6th, 2026  

 after the 5:00pm mass In Upton Hall. 

 

Come, enjoy and be entertained by the fabulous Oceanôs Rat Pack  

featuring Tony Ocean, Elliot Wimbush and Bill Serritella!  

The Oceanôs Rat Pack entertains at various venues across the nation.  

They are the ultimate tribute group devoted to the music of Dean Martin, Frank Sinatra and Sammy  

Davis, Jr.. We are very fortunate that they have agreed to come to St. Francis of Assisi!  

 

You wonôt want to miss it! 

To start off the evening, right after the 5:00pm mass, dinner will be served in Upton Hall.   

Entertainment will begin at 7:30pm. 

Dinner will be a tossed Italian salad, pasta, meatballs and a boneless breast of chicken,   

catered by Rocco Vinoôs. 

 

Ticket price is $30 per person.  

Tickets will be sold on the weekends of May 23/24 and May 30/31 after all masses.  

NO tickets will be sold at the door. 

Please feel free to BYOB! 

Coffee, pop and water will be provided. 

Laurie Arredondo - Social Committee Chair 

Please call the office with any additional questions. 

 

To learn more about Oceanôs Rat Pack visit oceansratpack.com 



 

 

Saint Francis of Adult Choir  

Welcomes new singers   
All that is  required is a pleasing voice and an 

openness to sing a 
 variety of choral music.  

Opera singers need not apply.   
 

Additional information found  
on the parish website or   
Email Leanne Hahn,  

 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI GOLF LEAGUE 

 

PLAY (9 holes) AT ROLLING HILL  

(Silver Lake CC) 

 

MONDAY MORNINGS -  

MAY 11 until AUGUST 31 

(excluding Memorial Day (May 25) 

 

GREEN FEES: $20 WALKING; $35 RIDING per week 

TO REGISTER: On line ï or at the Office 

 

LEAGUE FEE: $45 FOR THE SEASON ï  

INCLUDES ENDING BANQUET (SEPT. 22) AND PRIZES 

League Fee due at time of registration  

Check or credit card or cash 

Check payable to St. Francis of Assisi Golf League 

Contact Sr. Gael at ggensler@sfaorland.org or  

708-460ð0042  

or Mary Greenan, 708-717-2378 or  

kookie11830@yahoo.com 


