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The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

April 5, 2026 

 

Happy Easter! 

Welcome to all who have come to celebrate this glorious Feast of 

Easter with us at Saint Francis of Assisi.  We welcome our guests 

who may be visiting family and friends.  We welcome our age-

bound parishioners as well as our college students who return 

home to celebrate Easter with their families.  We welcome our 

neighbors who may be new to the area and are first getting to know 

us.  We welcome our brothers and sisters who for whatever reason 

have not shared the Eucharistic Table with us in a while ï we have 

missed you!  This Easter Feast embraces us all with Godôs over-

whelming love and mercy.  In this Feast we find our hope ï hope for 

this life and hope for life to come.  No matter how unfaithful we have 

been in the past, Christ invites us to accept his forgiveness and 

walk with him into the future with the assurance of his abiding  

presence.  Christôs death and Resurrection changes everything in 

life.  To be anchored in this mystery is to live with our hearts set on 

the lasting values that Jesus lived and died for.  May the grace of 

this Holy Feast of the Resurrection reinvigorate us for Christian  

discipleship.  And may the blessings of Easter fill your hearts and 

homes with joy, peace and hope!  

+Robert 

Easter Blessing 

Dear Lord, 

Where there has 
been death, bring 
new life! Renew 
and redeem the 
sorrow in our  
stories with Your 
goodness and 
grace. Bless our 
hearts and homes 
this Easter and 
always. Amen. 

 



 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of February 2026 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $34,544.00 

    Envelopes & Loose               $57,220.00 

    Total for February 2026         $91,764.00 

 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving to  

St. Francis of Assisi.  

It is safe, flexible, convenient and  

consistent. Simply scan the QR code or 

complete the yellow sheet in your monthly 

envelope packet or call the parish office.  

We thank you for your  

continued support. 

 



 

 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO TO CELEBRATE FRANCISCAN JUBILEE YEAR HONORING  

800TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PASSING OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Pope Leo XIV has proclaimed a Year of St. Francis from Jan. 10, 2026 through Jan. 10, 2027 

The Archdiocese of Chicago will join Catholics around the world in celebrating a Franciscan Jubilee year, observed from Jan. 

10, 2026, through Jan. 10, 2027, marking the 800th anniversary of the passing of St. Francis of Assisi, a Catholic friar who found-

ed the religious order of the Franciscans. Pope Leo XIV proclaimed the special Jubilee year inviting the faithful to reflect on the 

life and enduring legacy of St. Francis whose profound commitment to the gospel, love for the poor and reverence for all of cre-

ation continues to inspire Christians eight centuries later. ñAs we celebrate the 800th anniversary of St. Francisô passing, this 

Jubilee year invites the faithful to be inspired by the Poverello of Assisi to be a catalyst of peace, compassion and hope in our 

world today,ò said Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, archbishop of Chicago. ñMay we continue to be guided by his profound example of 

charity, humility and simplicity.ò  The Apostolic Penitentiary, a Vatican tribunal that deals with matters of conscience, in accord-

ance with Pope Leo XIV, issued a decree published by the Franciscan Friars, granting the faithful plenary indulgences during 

the Year of St. Francis.  A holy year or Jubilee is a time of pilgrimage, prayer, repentance and acts of mercy, based on the Old 

Testament tradition of a Jubilee year of rest, forgiveness and renewal. Holy years also are a time when Catholics make pilgrim-

ages to designated churches and shrines, recite special prayers, go to confession, receive Communion, make professions of 

faith and pray for the popeôs intentions to receive a plenary indulgence, which is a remission of the temporal punishment due for 

oneôs sins.  According to the Apostolic Penitentiary decree, the elderly, the sick and those who take care of them and all those 

who for serious reasons are unable to leave their homes, will also be able to obtain the Plenary Indulgence, ñprovided that they 

are detached from any sin and intend to fulfill the three usual conditions as soon as possible, if they join spiritually in the Jubi-

lee celebrations of the Year of St. Francis, offering their prayers to the Merciful God, the pains or sufferings of one's life.ò In re-

sponse to the Holy Fatherôs proclamation, the Archdiocese of Chicago has identified Jubilee pilgrimage locations at local Fran-

ciscan parishes, shrines, missions and communities dedicated to St. Francis for the faithful to obtain a plenary indul-

gence.  Throughout the Franciscan Jubilee year, Archdiocese of Chicago parishes, schools, religious communities and minis-

tries will be encouraged to highlight Franciscan spirituality through liturgies, service opportunities, catechesis and care for 

those most in need. Special emphasis will be placed on prayers for peace, solidarity with the poor and stewardship of creationð

hallmarks of the Franciscan charism.  ñEight centuries after his passing, St. Francis of Assisi continues to speak powerfully to 

our city and world,ò said Bishop Robert J. Lombardo, CFR. ñIn a time marked by division, environmental crisis, and a longing for 

peace, St. Francis reminds us that lasting renewal begins with reverence for all of Godôs creation and leads to a more profound 

relationship with God. This special Jubilee year proclaimed by Pope Leo invites the Church to honor St. Francis not just with 

nostalgia, but about embracing a way of life that can still heal hearts, communities and our common home.ò  In his letter to the 

General Ministers of the Conference of the Franciscan Family, Pope Leo said, ñI wish to unite myself spiritually with the entire 

Franciscan Family and with all those who will take part in the commemorative events, hoping that the message of peace may 

find a profound echo in the Church and society today.ò He added, ñThe Franciscan vision of peace is not limited to relatio 

nships between human beings, but embraces all of creation. Francis, who calls the sun óbrotherô and the moon ósister,ô and who 

recognizes in every creature a reflection of divine beauty, reminds us that peace must extend to the entire family of Creation. 

This insight resonates with particular urgency in our time, when our common home is threatened and groans under exploitation. 

Peace with God, peace among people, and peace with Creation are inseparable dimensions of a single call to universal  

reconciliation.ò  For more information about the archdioceseôs Jubilee year activities and pilgrimage sites, please visit:  

https://archchicago.org/StFrancisJubilee 

=e S+Dh +XeS4e 

What large American city is named after 
St. Francis of Assisi? 

Answer: San Francisco 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fofm.org%2Fuploads%2FDecreto_Giubileo_Francescono-EN.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cacolasanto%40archchicago.org%7C949f03736af645c0f07608de5e76bca8%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C6390520616354
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpress.vatican.va%2Fcontent%2Fsalastampa%2Fit%2Fbollettino%2Fpubblico%2F2026%2F01%2F10%2F0027%2F00055.html&data=05%7C02%7Cacolasanto%40archchicago.org%7C949f03736af645c0f07608de5e76bca8%7C4601ed
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchchicago.org%2FStFrancisJubilee&data=05%7C02%7Cacolasanto%40archchicago.org%7C949f03736af645c0f07608de5e76bca8%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C639052061635470312%7CUnknown%7CTWF


 

 

SACRED HEART MISSION  
 HOPKINS PARK, IL  

 

 

Join us for noon Mass at the Mission on  
Sunday April 12, 2026.  

We are collecting items to stock  
the missionõs pantry.  

NEEDED:  
Paper  products and personal hygiene items. These 
items can be dropped off at the parish office during 
normal hours (8:30am ð 4:30pm) and/or in the  
Narthex before regularly scheduled masses.  

 
Please mark the items as  

òSacred Heart Mission Donation.ó 
 

We leave from Upton Hall (lower exterior doors 
 adjacent to the parking lot) at 10:15 am.  We will be 
serving a lite fellowship meal after mass. We are 

looking for dessert and salad donations.  
If interested, please contact  

 

Tim McCormick at 
(847)254-6816 or  

timothyjmccormick@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grief Support Group 

Monday, April 13, 3:30-5pm 

Topic: Grieving and Post-traumatic growth.  

Can they co-exist? 

Consider joining other Grieving Hearts to explore the 

sixth stage of grief, Post traumatic growth. There is no 

specific timeline as you work through the difficult stag-

es of grief. However, research 

shows that moving towardò finding meaningò through 

the life of our loved one, can lead to healing and per-

sonal growth.  

 

You are not alone. 

Facilitated by Valerie Piazza LCPC 

mailto:timothyjmccormick@comcast.ne


 

 

  
 

 

First Eucharist Family Mass 

As children continue to prepare to receive their First Eucharist, they are learning how 
service to others is a central part of being a Eucharistic People. The Candidates and 3rd 

Graders brought bread, lunchmeat and cheese to make sandwiches for  
BedsPlus.  BEDS Plus, Inc. is a leading homeless services provider in South and West 
Cook County, IL. Their mission is to help vulnerable individuals stabilize their lives.    
Please pray for our 1st Eucharist Candidates as they prepare to celebrate their  

First  Eucharist on Saturday April 11, 2026. 



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina  

The Lectio Divina group meets the last  
Thursday of each month January through June 

Next: April 30, 2026 
7:00-8:30 pm 

in the Great Room 
 

All are welcome to participate as we break  
open the Sunday readings and explore  

how they apply to our lives.  
The January session will include creating a group poem in 

response to the Beatitudes.  

For more information contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart 
E.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net 

You are invited to the  
initial gathering of the  
WOMEN OF ST. FRANCIS.  

We are introducing a ministry for 
women of all ages where we can 
share, strengthen, and support 
each other on our faith journey.  
Our upcoming TEA PARTY is  
APRIL 26TH and will be the 
ólaunchô of such a group.   

Will You Join Us?  

 
The fee to attend the tea  
(and desserts) is $5 per person 
Sign-up will be in the Narthex  
4/11 and 4/12; 4/18 and 4/19.  
You can also register online at  
https://www.sfaorland.org/
womens-tea.html by 4/19.   
Cash and check only will be ac-
cepted. Advance registration on-
ly.  
The tea party will be located in 
the Religious Ed Center  
2:30 - 4:30 pm. 

 



 

 

 

 

John 20:1-9 
Zander Price was the fastest kid at my grade school. He won every race on Field Day. To me, his swiftness 
meant he was the greatest. Zander was the best. Itôs the same with the speediest Apostle on Easter morning. 
John tells us he ñran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first.ò (John 20:4) But only after Peter entered did 
John go in, see the burial cloths, and believe. Here is a symbol of two dimensions of the Church. John, the be-
loved disciple, represents the contemplative, mystical life: affection, prayer, intimacy. Peter, the rock, represents 
the Churchôs institutional life: steady, authoritative, structuredébut slower. 
Of course, John runs faster! Love is the heartbeat of Christian faith, so love will always arrive first. Peterôs role is, 
in a sense, secondary. He arrives later, but is still very much needed. John waits for him. The Church must be 
built, balanced, protected, and led. Love without structure can vanish; structure without love becomes lifeless. 
This dynamic is not just historical ð it is personal. In you, there is a John who longs to run to the tomb in love. 
Let him run! Pray, sing, love Jesus. There is also a Peter, who eventually gets to the tomb and takes charge. The 
Risen Christ wants both. Remember: if you want to get to the mystery of Jesusô resurrection fastélove him, for 
love is best.ð Father John Muir @LPI 

Everyday Stewardship 
 
At Easter, we celebrate that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, conquered death, rose from the dead, and re-
mains very much alive. To the world of non-believers: what!? It is quite a big reality to swallow. But for the believ-
er, it is a reality that inspires us to the point where we find ourselves constantly sharing the Gospel with everyone 
we meet! Right? 
So what does Easter mean to you? The question is not what do you believe. The question is what impact does 
Easter have on you? How do your actions demonstrate the power of Easter? What does it mean we you hear 
that we, the Church, are an Easter people? 
You may be saying right now that you have no intention of becoming an evangelist, passing out Bibles to all you 
meet. But I would like to suggest that you actually have a more powerful way of evangelizing others: everyday 
stewardship. Actions speak louder than words and the way you live your life can be a great testimony to all those 
you encounter. By acknowledging the gifts you have been given, cultivating those so they grow to an increase, 
and then sharing them fully with God and with others in God's name will give testimony to your belief that Jesus 
is alive and seeking a relationship with each of his people. 
If more of us won't live our lives in this manner, then non-believers and non-intentional disciples will ask the 
question, "What difference does Easter make anyway?" Jesus died and rose for you and me. To be sure, it 
DOES make a difference. ðTracy Earl Welliver, MTS É LP I  



 

 

 

Have you ever considered the call to be a Deacon of the Catholic Church?  
Join us at one of the next Inquiry Evenings 

 

Alexander Parish 
7025 W 126th  St. Palos Heights 

May 18,  2026  

7 pm . Online (via zoom) 

The session will provide an overview of the Deacon Formation Program, the application process 
and information on the ministry of deacon. Men, single and married are invited to attend.  
Wives are strongly encouraged to accompany their husbands to the meeting. For information and 
to register for sessions. Contact the Office of the Diaconate at 708-366-8900.  

Monday, April 6 

St. Francis of Assisi is offering a novena to  

St. Peregrine for those suffering from cancer 

 and other  illnesses.   

Next Mondays are April 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11.  

Come to all or as many as you can.  

 7:00 pm in the church 

We will be here.  

  

 Dear Alumni, Friends and Parishioners - 

We have arrived at our Easter break. Below is our April newsletter which  

includes all of the dates we are off and when we return. The cutoff for rebates 

is the week we return. Finally, due to a personal situation, there will be no par-

ish courier the week of April 27th. There will be Cash & Carry on the 29th.  

The RaiseRight app is always open so you can continue to use Scrip whenev-

er you wish. If you need help starting, please let us know. 

Thank you for supporting our school through the Scrip program. We hope you 

all have a very Blessed Easter. 

Corinna and Lori  



 

 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI GOLF LEAGUE 

 

PLAY (9 holes) AT ROLLING HILL  

(Silver Lake CC) 

 

MONDAY MORNINGS -  

MAY 11 until AUGUST 31 

(excluding Memorial Day (May 25) 

 

GREEN FEES: $20 WALKING; $35 RIDING per week 

TO REGISTER: On line ï or at the Office 

 

LEAGUE FEE: $45 FOR THE SEASON ï  

INCLUDES ENDING BANQUET (SEPT. 22) AND PRIZES 

League Fee due at time of registration  

Check or credit card or cash 

Check payable to St. Francis of Assisi Golf League 

Contact Sr. Gael at ggensler@sfaorland.org or  

708-460ð0042  

or Mary Greenan, 708-717-2378 or  

kookie11830@yahoo.com 



 

 

 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Pre-
school Mass  

First Sunday  
of each Month  

9:30 am 

Next Mass  
May 3, 2026 

St. Francis Room 

 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

May 2, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in  
The Eucharistic Chapel  
at the base of the  
Bell tower 

 

Saint Francis of Adult Choir  

Welcomes new singers   
All that is  required is a pleasing voice and an 

openness to sing  
a variety of choral music.  

Opera singers need not apply.   
Additional information found  
on the parish website or   

Email Leanne Hahn, Director of Music Ministry.  


