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The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

May 3, 2026 
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Saint Francis, our brother, you who, 800 years ago, 
went to meet Sister Death as a man at peace, 
intercede for us with the Lord. 
You who recognized true peace in the Crucifix of San Damiano, 
teach us to seek in Him the source of all reconciliation 
that breaks down all walls. 
You who, unarmed, crossed the lines of war 
and misunderstanding, 
give us the courage to build bridges 
where the world erects borders. 
In this age marked by conflict and division, 
intercede for us that we may become artisans of peace: 
unarmed and disarming witnesses to the peace that comes from Christ. Amen.  



 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of March 2026 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $73,908.00 

    Envelopes & Loose               $36,150.00 

    Total for March 2026            $110,058.00 

 

Easter Collection $104,599.00 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving to  

St. Francis of Assisi.  

It is safe, flexible, convenient and  

consistent. Simply scan the QR code or 

complete the yellow sheet in your monthly 

envelope packet or call the parish office.  

We thank you for your  

continued support. 
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Few prayers are more popular around the world and better loved than the ñPeace Prayer 
of St. Francis.ò Nearly everyone recognizes a happy harmony between the words of this 
prayer and the  generous, joy-filled and peace-loving spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. What 
will surprise many readers is that no serious scholar today, Franciscan or otherwise, 
would place the Peace Prayer among the authentic writings of St. Francis.  
 
ñThe first translation in English that we know of appeared in 1936 in Living Courageously, 
a book by Kirby Page (1890-1957), a Disciples of Christ minister. Page attributed the text 
to Francis of Assisi. During the Second World War and immediately after, this prayer for 
peace began circulating widely as the Prayer of St. Francis and over the years has 
gained a worldwide popularity with people of all faiths.ò 

 

Reflection on Peace Prayer 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Like that of Christ, our mission on earth is to bring to others 
Godôs peaceïGodôs state of ñperfect well-beingò and completeness. Shalom is the Hebrew word for this rich  
concept of ñpeace.ò Often used as a greeting of peace, Shalom is a wish that those so greeted will find healing 
and fullness of life. Francis saw this as his mission, too. In Chapter 3 of his Rule of 1223, he advised his follow-
ers that in going about the world ñthey should not be quarrelsome or take part in disputes with wordséor criticize 
others; but they should be gentle, peaceful and unassuming, courteous and humble, speaking respectfully to 
everyoneé.Whatever house they enter, they should first say, óPeace to this houseôò (Cf. Luke 10:5). Surely, 
Francis was an instrument of peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love. In his 9th Admonition, called Charity, St. Francis tells his followers, 
ñOur Lord says in the Gospel, Love your enemies (Matthew 5:44). A man really loves his enemy when he is not 
offended by the injury done to himself, but for love of God feels burning sorrow for the sin his enemy has brought 
on his own soul, and proves his love in a practical way.ò 
Where there is injury, pardon. During the violence-ridden Crusades, Francis discovered a path of peace,  
pardon and non-violence. The ñlittle poor manò went to Egypt to engage in a peaceful dialogue with Sultan Malik 
al-Kamil (head of the Muslim forces), a meeting in which a spirit of forgiveness, respect and understanding  
prevailed. Francis would have the same message for those in our times who are so quick to see violence as the 
only cure for terrorism. 
Where there is doubt, faith. When, as a young man, Francis found himself in a fog of doubt as to the nature of 
Godôs care for him, he sought the face of God through prayer in solitary places. God opened Francisô eyes of 
faith. The saint saw a vision of Christ gazing at him from the Cross with such a look of love that Francisô ñsoul 
melted,ò to use the words of his biographer, St. Bonaventure. The fog of doubt lifted for Francis, and he went 
through the world setting others free from their own burdens of doubt. 
Where there is despair, hope/Where there is darkness, light. Think of St. Francis embracing lepers and lov-
ingly washing their sores. Surely, many of those suffering souls felt an inner surge of hope and human dignity 
when they experienced Francisô care. 
And where there is sadness, joy. The secret of St. Francisô joyful spirit was his vibrant belief in a God of over-
flowing goodness and love. St. Francis was so in love with God that at times he would pick up two sticks from the 
ground, tuck one under his chin like a violin and move the other over it like a bow. Then, in an ecstasy of joy, he 
would sing in French songs of love and praise to God. Francis used to say that he wanted his followers to go 
about the world like strolling minstrels, ñto inspire the hearts of people and stir them to spiritual joy.ò They give us 
an example to follow in our own day! 
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Francis of Assisi may not have written the words of the prayer attributed to him, but he certainly lived them.  
Everyone who is able to read and understand these words, moreover, readily sees that they communicate the 
heart of the Gospels and capture what is most essential in the worldôs great religions. 
So we see, the Peace Prayer of St. Francis is a deep well of spiritual wisdom. We are wise to visit this well often. 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/st-anthony-messenger/a-new-understanding-of-the-prayer-of-st-francis/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/st-anthony-messenger/a-new-understanding-of-the-prayer-of-st-francis/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/who-was-st-francis-of-assisi/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ask-a-franciscan/origin-of-saint-francis-peace-prayer/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-tradition-and-resources/meeting-sultan-malik-al-kamil-st-francis-in-a-foreign-land/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-tradition-and-resources/meeting-sultan-malik-al-kamil-st-francis-in-a-foreign-land/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/st-anthony-messenger/st-francis-meets-the-leper/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-tradition-and-resources/7-key-moments-in-the-life-of-st-francis/


 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, May 4 

 

St. Francis of Assisi is offering a novena to  

St. Peregrine for those suffering from  

cancer  and other illnesses.   

Last Monday is May 11.  

 

 7:00 pm in the church 

 

We will be here.  
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Kylie Yates  

Before my journey at St. Francis of Assisi, I often found myself sad, frus-

trated with life, anxious, and an overall feeling of emptiness. I longed for 

a deeper relationship with God, but I didnôt really understand where to 

begin. When I first came to St. Francisôs of Assisi, I just remember the 

immediate feeling of love, kindness, and a sense of community. Which 

lead me to begin OCIA shortly after. 

 

I entered this process not knowing what to expect, but I can say it has 

changed me in ways I never imagined. Through attending mass and 

OCIA on the weekends, hearing the homilies, the Gospel, peopleôs  

personal stories, it has changed my relationship with Christ. It has  

challenged me to be a better person, it has brought clarity to questions 

Iôve had for a long time, it has given me a sense of hope, and it has not 

only helped strengthen my faith, but the way I want to live my life moving 

forward. Just over the last few months I went from feeling empty, to feeling like my soul is filled. I now have a 

sense of peace and joy that I know comes from the Lord. I have the relationship with Christ Iôve always longed 

for. I give all Glory to God for leading me here, and for continuing my journey. I am so grateful for the  

community at St Francisôs of Assisi for their kindness, and for the sense of belonging I have felt since the very 

first time I stepped foot here. It has been a life changing experience, and it is just the beginning.     



 

 

 

St. Francis of  
Assisi Preschool 

Mass  

First Sunday  
of each Month  

9:30 am 

Next Mass  
May 31, 2026 

St. Francis Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

June 6, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in  
The Eucharistic 
Chapel at the 
base of the  
Bell tower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Grief Support Group 

May 11, 2026  

3:30-5pm  

One Step Forward and Two Steps Back 

The path of grief is a dynamic process and defies 

 predictability. We think we are making ñprogressò and 

then we are triggered by a song, a memory, almost 

anythingé.and without warning we feel overwhelmed 

with grief. As difficult as this is, it is normal. 

 

Join other grieving hearts and share this all too famil-

iar experience. You are not alone. 

 

Facilitated by Valerie Piazza LCPC 

May Crowning  

Wednesday 

May 13 

 

The feast of  

Our Lady of Fatima. 

 

 

Join us for the 8:30AM Mass  

and May Crowning. 

The celebration will continue with a 

 potluck breakfast in Upton Hall.  

 

Bring your favorite breakfast food to 

share. 

 

Hope you can join in this  

wonderful tradition. 

Celebrating the Jubilee Year of  
St. Francis of Assisi 

LIVING LIKE FRANCIS TODAY 

Join the discussion group at the  
parish starting on Tuesdays, 

May 26 after the 8:30 morning Mass (app. 9:15) 
in the Great Room ïTogether we will connect at a 
faith level that you are comfortable doing.  

Cost is $5 for the book. 
6 Sessions concluding June 30. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 We joyfully welcomed the following children into our  

Christian Community on April 26, 2026 

 

Mateo Andrade 

Son of Juan Andrade & Ivette Salinas 

 

Avery Ruth Lies 

Daughter of Michael & Brittany (Luna) Lies 

 

Brooks Wolf Manuel 

Son of Michael & Kayli (Wolf) Manuel 

 

Haley Jane Wagner 

Daughter of Nathan & Sarah (McGrath) Wagner 



 

 

 SACRED HEART MISSION  
 HOPKINS PARK, IL  

 

 

Join us for noon Mass at the 
Mission on  

Sunday May 10, 2026.  

We are collecting items to stock  
the missionôs pantry.  

NEEDED:  
Paper  products and  

personal hygiene items. These 
items can be dropped off at the 
parish office during normal hours 
(8:30am ï 4:30pm) and/or in the  
Narthex before regularly scheduled 

masses.  
 

Please mark the items as  
ñSacred Heart Mission Donation.ò 

 
We leave from Upton Hall (lower 
exterior doors adjacent to the park-
ing lot) at 10:15 am.  We will be 
serving a lite fellowship meal after 
mass. We are looking for dessert 

and salad donations.  
If interested, please contact  

 

Tim McCormick at 
(847)254-6816  
or  
timothyjmccormick@comcast.net 

 

Saint Francis Adult Choir  

Welcomes new singers   
All that is  required is a pleasing 
voice and an openness to sing a  
variety of choral music. Opera 
singers need not apply.   

 
Additional information found  
on the parish website or   
Email Leanne Hahn,  

Director of Music Ministry.  

 

mailto:timothyjmccormick@comcast.ne


 

 

 

Ministry of Praise 

What does it mean? 

As a Minister of 

Praise you promise 

to pray and  

offer your sacrifices 

and sufferings and 

joys for the needs of 

the parish, the uni-

versal church and 

all prayer requests 

listed in our parish 

book of Intercessions (located near the 

chapel).  

The pastor or designated parish staff 

member sends all ministers of praise a 

letter each month naming specific prayer 

intentions for that month. All  

parishioners are assured of being prayed 

for daily. 

If you are interested, please contact Sr. Gael at 

the office 708-460-0042 or ggener@sfaorland.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Social Committee at St. Francis  

is hosting an exciting special event! 

 

June 6th, 2026  

 after the 5:00pm mass In Upton Hall. 

 

Come, enjoy and be entertained by the fabulous Oceanôs Rat Pack  

featuring Tony Ocean, Elliot Wimbush and Bill Serritella!  

The Oceanôs Rat Pack entertains at various venues across the nation.  

They are the ultimate tribute group devoted to the music of Dean Martin, Frank Sinatra and Sammy  

Davis, Jr.. We are very fortunate that they have agreed to come to St. Francis of Assisi!  

 

You wonôt want to miss it! 

To start off the evening, right after the 5:00pm mass, dinner will be served in Upton Hall.   

Entertainment will begin at 7:30pm. 

Dinner will be a tossed Italian salad, pasta, meatballs and a boneless breast of chicken,   

catered by Rocco Vinoôs. 

 

Ticket price is $30 per person.  

Tickets will be sold on the weekends of May 16/17, May 23/24 and May 30/31 after all masses.  

NO tickets will be sold at the door. 

Please feel free to BYOB! 

Coffee, pop and water will be provided. 

Laurie Arredondo - Social Committee Chair 

Please call the office with any additional questions. 

 

To learn more about Oceanôs Rat Pack visit oceansratpack.com 



 

 

 

First Women of St. Francis Tea Party was a great success ! 

Everyone worked so hard to open the door to a faith connection with the 
women of our parish. It was so well received!  So many women discussed 
the need for a  womenôs group at our parish. Thank you, Sr. Gael, for  
seeing the need and having the passion to move forward with this.  
I believe it will touch many lives. Thank you all for making the tea so  
successful.  

 


