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The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

May 10, 2026 

 

Gospel Relection  
 
In my family, we can hardly speak about orphans without tears. My father was adopted as a 
baby. He frequently told us stories of how his parents welcomed him not just into their home 
but into their hearts. It was never merely a relocation or a legal transaction. It was the joy of 
being chosen, of receiving a family, a name, and a place where he belonged forever. Even in 
his later years, recalling that gift still moves him to tears of tender gratitude. 

That is the kind of tenderness behind Jesusô words in todayôs Gospel: ñI will not leave you or-
phans; I will come to you.ò (John 14:18) He is going away, but not abandoning us. Instead, he 
sends us the Advocate, the Holy Spirit ð his own Spirit, shared with the Father ð who dwells 
in us. Through the Spirit, Christ is present in us, and we are present in him. His Spirit gives us 
a home and a family. 

We deepen this knowledge in the sacraments, in prayer, and in the daily life of the Church. The 
Spirit is the bond of belonging, the power that makes us Godôs sons and daughters, not spiritu-
al orphans. And this is not a one-time event. There is always a deeper outpouring of the Spirit 
available to us, a fresh appropriation of the promise that we are never abandoned. 

If only we could be as grateful as my dad is for his adoption, realizing that we have been  
adopted by God Himself. In Christ, we are never left as orphans.ð Father John MuirÉLPi 



 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of April 2026 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $39,502.00 

    Envelopes & Loose               $36,099.00 

    Total for April 2026               $75, 601.00 

 

Easter Collection $105,574.00 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving to  

St. Francis of Assisi.  

It is safe, flexible, convenient and  

consistent. Simply scan the QR code or 

complete the yellow sheet in your monthly 

envelope packet or call the parish office.  

We thank you for your  

continued support. 
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What do you have to 

fear?  

NOTHING.  

Whom do you have to 

fear?  

NO ONE. 

Why? Because  

whoever has joined 

forces with God  

obtains three great 

privileges:  

omnipotence without 

power;  

intoxication without 

wind;  

and live without death. 

Celebrating the  
Jubilee Year of  

St. Francis of Assisi 
LIVING LIKE  

FRANCIS TODAY 

Join the discussion 
group at the  

parish starting on 
Tuesdays, 

May 26 after the 8:30 
morning Mass (app. 
9:15) in the Great 
Room ïTogether we 
will connect at a faith 
level that you are com-
fortable doing.  
Cost is $5 
 for the book. 

6 Sessions concluding 
June 30 

St. Francisôs Canticle is thought to be the earliest piece of literature written in the Italian lan-
guage, rather than in the language of the Church; Latin.  

                                                    Canticle of the Creatures  

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord,  

Yours are the praises, the glory, and the honour, and all blessing.  

To You alone, Most High, do they belong,  

and no human is worthy to mention Your name.  

Praised be You, my Lord, with all Your creatures,  

especially Sir Brother Sun,  

Who is the day and through whom You give us light.  

And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour;  

and bears a likeness of You, Most High One.  

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars,  

in heaven You formed them clear and precious and beautiful.  

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind,  

and through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind of weather,  

through whom You give sustenance to Your creatures.  

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water,  

who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.  

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire,  

through whom You light the night,  

and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.  

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Mother Earth,  

who sustains and governs us,  

and who produces various fruit with coloured flowers and herbs.  

Praised be You, my Lord, through those who give pardon for Your  

love, and bear infirmity and tribulation.  

Blessed are those who endure in peace  

for by You, Most High, shall they be crowned.  

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death,  

from whom no one living can escape.  

Woe to those who die in mortal sin.  

Blessed are those whom death will find in Your most holy will,  

for the second death shall do them no harm.  

Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks  

and serve Him with great humility. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Social Committee at St. Francis  

is hosting an exciting special event! 

 

June 6th, 2026  

 after the 5:00pm mass In Upton Hall. 

 

Come, enjoy and be entertained by the fabulous 

Oceanôs Rat Pack  

featuring Tony Ocean, Elliot Wimbush and Bill 

Serritella!  

The Oceanôs Rat Pack entertains at various ven-

ues across the nation.  

They are the ultimate tribute group devoted to the 

music of Dean Martin, Frank Sinatra and Sammy  

Davis, Jr.. We are very fortunate that they have 

agreed to come to St. Francis of Assisi!  

 

You wonôt want to miss it! 

To start off the evening, right after the 5:00pm 

mass, dinner will be served in Upton Hall.   

Entertainment will begin at 7:30pm. 

Dinner will be a tossed Italian salad, pasta, meat-

balls and a boneless breast of chicken,   

catered by Rocco Vinoôs. 

 

Ticket price is $30 per person.  

Tickets will be sold on the weekends of May 

16/17, May 23/24 and May 30/31 after all mass-

es.  

NO tickets will be sold at the door. 

Please feel free to BYOB! 

Coffee, pop and water will be provided. 
Laurie Arredondo - Social Committee Chair 

Please call the office with any additional questions. 

 
To learn more about Oceanôs Rat Pack visit  

oceansratpack.com 

 

 

 

 

We joyfully welcomed the following children 

 into our Christian Community  

on May 3, 2026 

 

Alexander Matthew Davis 

 

Son of Michael & Santa Torrijo-Hernandez 

 

Connor Michael Rynne 

 

Son of Thomas &  Mallory (Lampasona) Rynne 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 May Grief Support Group 

May 11, 2026  

3:30-5pm  

One Step Forward and Two Steps Back 

The path of grief is a dynamic process and defies 

 predictability. We think we are making ñprogressò and then 

we are triggered by a song, a memory, almost 

anythingé.and without warning we feel overwhelmed with 

grief. As difficult as this is, it is normal. 

 

Join other grieving hearts and share this all too familiar ex-

perience. You are not alone. 

 

Facilitated by Valerie Piazza LCPC 

May Crowning  

Wednesday 

May 13 

 

The feast of  

Our Lady of Fatima. 

 

 

Join us for the 8:30AM Mass  

and May Crowning. 

The celebration will continue with a 

 potluck breakfast in Upton Hall.  

 

Bring your favorite breakfast food to 

share. 

 

Hope you can join in this  

wonderful tradition. 

 

 

  

 We warmly welcome our new parishioners to  

St. Francis of Assisi 

April 2026 

 

Nicole (Fifer) Pavlick and children: James & Marie 

 

Eric Okleshen & Lisa Paloian 

 

Barbara (Apponi) Aprati 

 

Lisa Aprati 

 

James & Maureen (McGinnis) Waters and son, Jack 

 

Laura (Jackson) Daly and daughter, Katie 

 

Tom & Gail (Lamparski) OôFlaherty 

 

Joseph & Cheryl (McGee) Skender 



 

 

  
 

 

                                                            

Chapter in Faith ð My OCIA Journey 

Dee Feigel 

After years of praying about leaving the Protestant tradition of my birth, read-

ing and gathering information; last year I walked into my first meeting of the 

OCIA program here at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church. With that step of 

action I began a journey to the commitment of entering full membership dur-

ing this yearôs Easter Vigil. Now some weeks later, OCIA has ended but a 

new journey in Catholic life has begun and the rest 

of my life is ahead in a brand new wayð far beyond what I thought I was 

praying for before walking into that first meeting. 

Throughout our classes I encountered a rich sense of community and clear 

communication in teaching. It was reassuring to be led by Sister Gael, sup-

ported by a committed group of OCIA leaders who generously shared leader-

ship in our classes. I experienced our time together in a form of multi-level 

learningð listening, seeing, reading, and discussing our material. Occasional 

short breakout groups allowed more space for questions, inquiry, and reflection among participants. During these 

sessions I came to appreciate observing both faith and vibrant life within this community.  

Now every day brings new awareness of the beauty and depth of the Church and a new relationship with Christ. 

Throughout the week after Sunday Mass I follow the daily Gospel which leads to a living relationship, a pattern 

within my days which is building one day at a time. Currently my intention is to attend at least one more daily 

Mass each week. My faith is strengthening exponentially to what I would have anticipated. Recently I became 

aware that prayers are said around the world 24-7 through the Churchôs Prayers of the Faithful, to consider that 

reality is a wonder beyond words. All Glory to God for all these gifts and the sequence of my lifeôs events which 

led me to this place in this time. 



 

 

 

St. Francis of  
Assisi Preschool 

Mass  

First Sunday  
of each Month  

9:30 am 

Next Mass  
June 7, 2026 

St. Francis Room 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

June 6, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in  
The Eucharistic 
Chapel at the 
base of the  
Bell tower 

 

Blessing for Motherôs Day 

Dear Lord, 
Pour your goodness 
and grace upon the 
women of our  
community today in a 
special way. For  
mothers: fill them with 
joy and blessing. For 
those who have lost 
children: hold them in 
their sorrow. For those 
who have hoped for 
children: surround 
them with Your love. 
For those who have 
lost a mother: may 
they know Your  
comfort. For those 
carrying difficulty on 
this day: bring them 
consolation. 
Bless all women this 
day. Thank you for the 
love they bring to this 
world, no matter their 
circumstances or  
story. Amen. ÉLPi 



 

 



 

 

 

 

THANK-YOU to the Art and Environment Committee for their work during the East-
er Season. Beginning with a set-up for Ash Wednesday, your Art and Environment 
team works to create a warm and welcoming environment for the worship services 
held at St. Francis.  During Holy Week they set the church, chapel, narthex, great 
room and Upton Hall for the many services held.  On some occasions they take 
down one service only to have to set up for another. On Good Friday, after finaliz-
ing the plants and materials for Easter in Upton Hall, the  
Chapel and the Great Room, they returned that evening to set the church for East-
er Sunday. Two shifts in one day, yet..... 17 volunteers showed up and  
offered over 50 hours of service that evening alone!!!  These are truly dedicated 
volunteers and St. Francis is Blessed to have them. This year, we lost two of our 
special helpers, Fran Stang and Gene Mudgett. Both volunteered with gusto year 
after year, season after season. We were grateful for their help and they will be 
truly missed. A huge thank you to Jola who keeps everything wet and waters and 
waters and waters and waters. While she has helpers, we appreciate all she does 
to keep our flowers in good care. The Art and Environment Team is made up of 
Jola, Patti, Sue K., Sue B., Jenny, Eileen, Larry, Mary, Nancy, Anne, Paul, Carla, 
Howard, Barb, Teri, Joyce, Michelle.  Additionally, we are frequently helped by 
these volunteer's family members, husbands, wives, children, grand-children.   

I would be remiss if I did not also thank Jason, Monika, Tony and Chris for their help during these Liturgical Seasons. They 
always have things ready for us and pitch in when they are able. We truly appreciate their support.   

If you would like to join this merry group of volunteers, you are most welcome.  We are always looking for new hands to help 
out.  NO EXPERIENCE is necessary, just a sincere desire to be of help.  Please feel free tocontact the church office or di-
rectly to debi Ross at:  708-642-8799 or via email to:  insidelooks@aol.com  

If you pass these volunteers, please take a moment to thank them.  So much of their work is done when no one is looking 
and they make such a difference.   

mailto:insidelooks@aol.com


 

 

 


