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The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

May 17, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Leo XIV, in his letter to the Conference of the Franciscan Family, has  
declared 2026 as a Jubilee Year, commemorating the 800th Centenary of the  

death of St. Francis of Assisi in 1226.  

St. Francis of Assisi Orland Park has been blessed to be named as a pilgrimage  
destination in celebration of this Jubilee year. As such, many events are planned  

throughout the year. Please consider immersing yourself in the life and charism of our 
patron, St. Francis of Assisi! 

~ċǃШΝΣШѼШΝΤШ–ШRosalie Leitelt, OSF will speak at all Masses on becoming a Secular  
Franciscan. Information will also be available in the Narthex after Mass. 

Why become a Secular Franciscan? An opportunity to join 300,000+ members worldwide 
who have found a special connection to St. Francis and his works,  

embracing the Gospel, performing works of mercy and outreach to those in need. Please 
stop in the Narthex after mass and introduce yourself. 

ÖƓĦŸůŔŰŊШsƨĤŔũĲĲШòĲċƖШĲƻĲŰƣƚа 

sƨŰĲШΞΠШ-ШPresentation on the San Damiano Cross by Sr. Elizabeth Imler  – RE center 

sƨŰĲШΞΥШ- After noon Mass until 5 pm Veneration of the St Francis Relic  - Church 

sƨũǃШΝΤƣő Ш-ШMovie ÑőĲЮÉċŔŰƣЮċŰĬЮƣőĲЮÉƨũƣċŰЮ-ЮÅEЮ9ĲŰƣĲƖ 

ƨŊƨƚƣШΞШ- Noon Mass celebration of the Feast of the Portiuncula  - Church 
followed by food provided by Knights of Columbus - Upton Hall  

ÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШΝΤШ- Feast of Stigmata after 8:30am Mass –Шveneration with the  
St. Francis Relic closing with 7 pm Mass celebrated by Bishop Robert Fedek  

§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШΟШ-ШBlessing of animals at 11:00 am at the St. Francis Statue –ШCircle 

§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШΟ -ШThe Transitus of St. Francis of Assisi prayer service after 5 pm Mass 

§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШΠШ- Feast of St. Francis –ШCoffee and after  Sunday Masses only 

The words of the Hail Mary ð undoubtedly the most recognizable 
Catholic prayer after the Lordôs Prayer ð are deeply rooted in  
scripture. The opening lines of the prayer are taken from the words 
of the angel Gabriel at the Annunciation ð ñHail Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee.ò This line is known as the Angelic Salutation. 
The following words ð ñBlessed art thou among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesusò ð echo the sentiments 
expressed by Elizabeth at the Visitation. 

The Angelic Salutation is regarded as the earliest devotional prayer 
to Mary, since it forms the very first words spoken to her as the 

Mother of God, but Catholics did not begin to utilize the Hail Mary prayer in its current form 
until around the 11th century. ÉLPi 



 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of April 2026 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $39,502.00 

    Envelopes & Loose               $36,099.00 

    Total for April 2026               $75, 601.00 

 

Easter Collection $105,574.00 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving to  

St. Francis of Assisi.  

It is safe, flexible, convenient and  

consistent. Simply scan the QR code or 

complete the yellow sheet in your monthly 

envelope packet or call the parish office.  

We thank you for your  

continued support. 
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DǤ Ɖşŷŕƨ Ĳƪ ĳşŚůŋĸļŬļƨ Ƙ ŴŉļŅǤ şǋ şŷǛ

ũħŬǤ ŋƳ Ɖƪ ĸŋĸǋᴊǤ ņŋƈƪ Ŵǐ 

ȈşřļşŚƪ ŋǋ ņŬļħŴļǛ Śļļƨ Ŵŉħǋ Ɖƪ ħŬƪב 

Celebrating the  
Jubilee Year of  

St. Francis of Assisi 
LIVING LIKE  

FRANCIS TODAY 

Join the discussion group at the 
parish starting on  
Tuesdays, 
May 26  

after the 8:30 morning Mass 
(app. 9:15)  

in the Great Room  
Together we will connect at a 
faith level that you are  
comfortable doing.  

Cost is $5  for the book. 
6 Sessions concluding June 30 

 



 

 

 

Gospel Reflection 
John 17:1-11a 
 
Not long after my brotherôs first 
child was born, a beautiful little 
girl named Mary Elise, I asked 
him what it was like. Was he  
nervous? Overwhelmed? He said, 
ñWhen I first held her, I was in 
such shock. I think I just said, óI 
am your dad. I am your dad.ôò 
That moment marked a deep 
transformation for him. He was 
not just holding a baby; he was 
stepping into a new identity. Over 
the years, I have seen him live his 
fatherhood with quiet sacrifice, 
joy, and faithfulness. It started 
with that moment of truth. 

This, I propose, is a glimpse of 
what Jesus means when he 
prays, ñConsecrate them in the 
truth.ò (John 17:17) To be  
consecrated is to be set apart in 
love, not taken out of the world. 
Consecration sends us into it with 
a new identity, always one that 
binds us to him and to others in 
love. Our bond to Jesus and  
others is the deep truth that he  
continually renews. 

Whenever we speak deep truths 
about ourselves, we experience 
this renewal: ñI have sinned;ò ñI 
need help;ò ñI forgive you;ò ñI take 
you as my husband;ò ñI believe in 
one Godéò Whether in  
confession, in the liturgy, or in a 
recovery group, truth heals and 
transforms. 

And the deepest truth of all? That 
we belong to the Risen and  
Ascended Christ. Our lives are no 
longer just ours. We are his and 
he is ours. 

Name one truth you need to step 
into more deeply, about yourself, 
someone else, or God. Maybe put 
it on a note on your mirror. Let 
that truth consecrate you this 
week. 
ð Father John Muir ÉLPi 



 

 

  
 

 

Ministry of Praise 

What does it mean? 

As a Minister of Praise you promise to pray and offer your sacrifices and sufferings and joys for 

the needs of the parish, the universal church and all prayer requests listed in our parish book of 

Intercessions (located near the chapel).  

The pastor or designated parish staff member sends all ministers of praise a letter each month 

naming specific prayer intentions for that month. All parishioners are assured of being prayed for 

daily. If you are interested, please contact  

Chapter in Faith—My OCIA Journey 

Elizabeth Vassolo 

For me, being an OCIA sponsor has been an extremely 

rewarding experience. Our OCIA candidates proved to be 

an inspiring, astounding group of faith-filled people! Their 

commitment to full initiation and devotion to following  

Jesus truly humbled me. 

As well, through my sponsorship journey, my heart and 

eyes were opened to a better understanding of Catholic 

teachings and practices. The experience drove me to 

studyscripture more deeply, and have more faith-filled 

conversations in my home and with my family members. 

Having the privilege of sharing my faith with, and also 

learning fromthe lovely members desiring initiation into 

the Catholic faith gave me better awareness as to how 

God is working in my life. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Social Committee at St. Francis  

is hosting an exciting special event! 

 

June 6th, 2026  

 after the 5:00pm mass In Upton Hall. 

 

Come, enjoy and be entertained by the fabulous Oceanôs Rat Pack  

featuring Tony Ocean, Elliot Wimbush and Bill Serritella!  

The Oceanôs Rat Pack entertains at various venues across the nation.  

They are the ultimate tribute group devoted to the music of  

Dean Martin, Frank Sinatra and Sammy Davis, Jr. 

We are very fortunate that they have agreed to come to St. Francis of Assisi!  

 

You wonôt want to miss it! 

To start off the evening, right after the 5:00pm mass, dinner will be served in Upton Hall.   

Entertainment will begin at 7:30pm. 

Dinner will be a tossed Italian salad, pasta, meatballs and a boneless breast of chicken,   

catered by Rocco Vinoôs. 

 

Ticket price is $30 per person.  

Tickets will be sold on the weekends of  

May 16/17, May 23/24 and May 30/31 after all masses.  

NO tickets will be sold at the door. 

Please feel free to BYOB! 

Coffee, pop and water will be provided. 

Laurie Arredondo - Social Committee Chair 

Please call the office with any additional questions. 

 

To learn more about Oceanôs Rat Pack visit  

oceansratpack.com 



 

 

 

St. Francis of  
Assisi Preschool 

Mass  

First Sunday  
of each Month  

9:30 am 

Next Mass  
June 7, 2026 

St. Francis Room 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

June 6, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in  
The Eucharistic 

Chapel at the 
base of the  
Bell tower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grief Support Group: 

Monday, June 8, 3:30-5pm 

How Grief Changes Us: 

 Forever and For Now 

Grief is change. It changes our life, routine, 

and our ñpictureò of what we thought life 

would be. As we look deeply at grief over 

time, we may discover changes in ourselves 

that have made us live life more fully in  

relationships, perspectives, and  

compassion, even though right now we 

canôt see it, Consider joining other ñgrieving 

heartsò to explore this idea of change and 

growth and healing. 

 

Facilitated by Valerie Piazza LCPC 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

The Faxal Family Assisi Reflections: 
 
Zach, age 13: 
Going to Assisi helped me to better understand St. Francis, the patron saint of our 
church. I thought that because I got to see the region of Italy where he lived, the church-
es/cathedrals where he worked, and the San Damiano church and crucifix, which was 
where Jesus asked Francis to rebuild his church. Also, I got to see St. Francis' remains, 
which was really cool. 
 
Ben, age 11: 
Our trip to Assisi was fantastic! We saw saints and a very cool Basilica of St. Francis. It 
was cool to see St. Francisô bones. It was the first time in 800 years that the bones were 
on display to the public. We also saw St. Carlo Acutiôs body. It was very cool because he 
was the first saint of the 21st century. Finally, we saw the Basilica of St. Claire that had 
her bones under the church. We didnôt actually see the bones, but we saw a wax figure 
over them. 
 
Emily, age 8:  
The Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi was beautiful. I loved the pictures and mosaics. We 
also saw St. Francisô bones. I did not understand a single word they said during the 
mass, but I loved the gelato. 
 
Lauren and Dan: 
We are so happy we decided to take our family to Rome and Assisi - the entire trip was 
incredible!  Being in Assisi during the Jubilee for St Francis was very special.  Seeing 
how many different pilgrims made the journey was impressive.  Assisi itself is a very 
peaceful place, with picturesque views. We  
definitely made memories to last a lifetime! 
 

 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

 

Where did he go? Many times when we think of those who 
have died, we imagine escape from this world to a purely  
spiritual place. Jesus' Ascension can leave us in a place of 
confusion.  
What happens to Jesus?  
And why does this matter to us?  

 

The Ascension has been confirmed in the Creed for two  
millennia. In Jesus' Ascension, we're invited to consider our 
own ultimate end. Regardless of death's reality now, we  
believe in the resurrection of the body and the reunification of 
body and soul. One day, earth and heaven will meet perfectly 
and without end. We anticipate this "new heaven and a new 
earth" at every Mass and throughout the beauty, truth, and 
love of the Church and her members. Today, celebrate a 
foreshadowing of the fullness we all await! 



 

 

 



 

 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

Please keep those listed below in your daily prayers 

Saturday, May 16th 
5:00PM Tony Ciarrocchi rq. by family, Robert Blaschke rq. by 
family, Fred Twarok rq. by Pam & Mario Marr, Paul & David 
Sullivan rq. by Phyllis Sullivan, Jerry Kurth rq. by Mary Sue 
McWilliams , Rose & John  
Wrubel rq. by family  
 
Sunday, May 17th 
8:00AM The People of St. Francis 
 
10:00AM Don Weber rq. by Maria Weber, Mrs. Antoinette Raf-
ferty rq. by family, Kristina Kaczmark rq. by The Berzins Fam-
ily, George Lopuszynski rq. by Eva Lopuszynski, Helen 
Covalcik rq. by The Januszyk  
Family 
 
12:00PM Anthony Catalano Sr. rq. by Carlene Catalano & 
sons, Joan & Charles Vins Jr. rq. by Carlene Catalano & 
sons, Margaret Olson rq. by Susan Campagna, Ann Comber 
rq. by The Foley Family, Patricia Arizzi rq. by The Arizzi  
Family 
 
Monday, May 18th 
8:30AM Casey Ciarrocchi rq. by family, Nancy & Jack 
Heebner rq. by Joe & Linda Martarano, Paul Buscemi rq. by 
The Smith Family, Jeff Belski rq. by Jimmy & Lucy,  
Lorraine Belar (Healing) rq. by family 
 
Tuesday, May 19th 
8:30AM Earl & Betty Bennecke rq. by Cindy Bennecke,  
Lorraine Belar (Healing) rq. by family 
 
Wednesday, May 20th 
8:30AM Mary Ruane (good health) rq. by family, Lorraine  
Belar (Healing) rq. by family 
 
Thursday, May 21st 
8:30AM Nancy Zinkus rq. by friends, Lorraine Belar (Healing) 
rq. by family 
 
Friday, May 22nd 
8:30AM Gregory Nowak rq. by family., Greg Zibell rq. by fami-
ly, Michael Dzielski rq. by Eva Lopuszynski, Lorraine Belar 
(Healing) rq. by family 
 
Saturday, May 23rd 
5:00PM Martin Bonato rq. by Tina Bonato, Mary Ellen Ross 
rq. by Karen & debi Ross, James Jacobucci rq. by Mike & 
Roxanne Zoladz, Carlo Bonaminio & Thomas Zinkus rq. by 
family 
 
Sunday, May 24

th
 

8:00AM Rose & Joh Wrubel rq. by family, John OôFarrell rq. 
by family, Frances Bonaguro rq. by Frank &  
Bernadine Adduci, Mary Lou OôBrien rq. by The OôBrien  
Family, Ann Weston rq. by Paul Weston 
 
 
10:00AM Kristina Kaczmark rq. by Lisa Steder, Edward Paben 
rq. by Andy & Rosalie Leitelt, Father Queen rq. by Rosemary, 
Stephen & boys, Jack Kalley rq. by  
Andrea Cline, Kristina Kaczmark rq. by family 
 
 
12:00PM The People of St. Francis 
  

  

Baby Sarah Jane 

Donald Baran 

Leslie Bartosz 

Al Becker 

Lorraine Belair 

Genny Bloudzis 

Dorothy Brick 

Ethan Patrick Burns 

Baby Chase 

Felicitas Cortez 

Elizabeth Cromley 

Bridget Deady 

Emilia DeGuzman 

Patricia DiGangi 

Leslie Drew 

Ed Dunleavy 

Rich Finn 

Tim Gerstner 

Luis Emilio Gonzalez 

Lawrence Green 

Annie Griffin 

Terry Griner 

Donald Hayes 

Randy Jennings 

Dawn Kaderabek 

Linda Katsiubas 

Geraldine Kelley 

Savannah Komar 

Renata Malysz 

Joe March 

Doreen Miller 

Jennifer Mitchell 

John Moritti 

Judy Vittori Ochoa 

Alison Odak 

Joann OôDea 

Rosemary Odewald 

Bill Okleshen 

Marian Peregoy 

Fred Pesek 

Rose Prohaska 

Thomas & Jane Quinn 

Stanley Radecki 

Diane Richards 

Rigas Rogiokos 

Judy Schweiger 

Scott Sterkowitz 

Richard Tittle 

Kimberly Trochuck 

Annamarie Turk 

Peter Turney 

Bill & Verne Tuttle 

Jerry Vancina 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

15050 South Wolf Road, Orland Park, Illinois  60467-3028 
Website: http://www.sfaorland.org   Parish office e-mail: parishoffice@sfaorland.org   Parish phone: 708-460-0042 

 

 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: Saturday - 5:00 PM; Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE:  Monday-Friday at 8:30 AM 

The Parish offices are located in the lower level of the church. 
Entrance is via the walkway at the west side of the church building.  
Hours 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday thru Friday. 
Evenings and weekends are by appointment.  
The Chapel is located at the northeast corner of the Church. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  Phone: 460-0042,  Fax: 460-0136 
Director of Operations: Paula Belski (pbelski@sfaorland.org) 
Director of Facilities: Jason Snoreck (jsnoreck@sfaorland.org) 
Parish Accountant: Bill Carroll (bcarroll@sfaorland.org) 
Receptionists: Ann Carroll (acarroll@sfaorland.org ) 
                          Teri Sankey (tsankey@sfaorland.org) 
Comm. Coordinator: Allison Domenick (adomenick@sfaorland.org) 
Liturgy Coordinator: Gina Vitucci (gvitucci@sfaorland.org) 
Facilities Maintenance: Monika Czajczyk, Tony Candelaria 
 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY   
Phone: 708-460-9831 
Director: Leanne Stoterau Hahn (music@sfaorland.org) 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Phone: 708-460-0042 
Youth Minister Coordinator: Claire Resuta (sfyg@sfaorland.org) 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
15010 Wolf Rd., Orland Park, IL  60467 
Phone: 708-460-0155; FAX: 708-460-5086 
Dir: Mary Kay Burberry, ext. 240 (mkburberry@sfaorland.org) 
Coordinator: Jackie OôMalley, ext. 242 (jomalley@.sfaorland.org) 
Office Manager: Caroline McNulty ext. 244  
 
The Religious Ed Offices are located in the St. Francis Center, up the 
hill, west of the church.  
Religious Ed office hours are Monday - Thursday, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM. 
The Religious Ed offices are closed on Fridays. 
 
CARDINAL JOSEPH BERNARDIN (CJB) SCHOOL 
9250 W.167th St., Orland Hills, IL 60487 
Phone: 708-403-6525 
Principal: Jeanne Pagliaro  
Web page: www.cjbschool.org 
 
Our elementary Catholic Regional school is located 
on the campus of St. Elizabeth Seton parish at 167th & 94th Ave.  
 
 
Bulletin Submission: Communication@sfaorland.org 

MOST REVEREND. ROBERT FEDEK Pastor 
(rfedek@sfaorland.org) 

SR. GAEL GENSLER, OSF, Pastoral Associate 
(ggensler@sfaorland.org) 

 

REV. JAY SUERO, Associate Pastor 
(jsuero@sfaorland.org) 

REV. EDWARD F. UPTON, Pastor Emeritus 
(edfupton@aol.com) 

REV. GEOFREY ANDAMA, Associate Pastor 
(gandama@sfaorland.org) 

 

DEACON MICHAEL KILEY, Permanent Deacon 
(mkiley@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON TIM McCORMICK, Permanent Deacon 
(tmccormick@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON MICHAEL PINDELSKI, Permanent Deacon 
(mpindelski@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON BRIAN WHITEFORD, Permanent Deacon 
(bwhiteford@sfaorland.org) 

DEACON JOHN DONAHUE, Permanent Deacon 
(jdonahue@sfaorland.org) 

 

REGISTRATION  Become a registered member of the parish by completing a registration form which is found in Church. 
 

BECOME A CATHOLIC - R.C.I.A.  The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic, please contact the 
parish office at 708-460-0042 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Baptisms can be arranged by appointment. A baptismal conference will be set up with the parents. 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Communal celebration of the Sacrament will be held during Advent and Lent. Individual confessions are 
heard on Saturdays at 8:30 AM before Funerals and Weddings. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Weddings need to be scheduled at least 4-6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Couples are remind-
ed to secure the church date before the reception hall. Please check our website for more details. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK  Those of advanced age or suffering from a chronic or serious illness are invited to be anointed. 
A priest is available to offer the Sacrament whether the ill person is at home or in the hospital. Please call 708-460-0042. Anointing will also be 
offered on the first Monday of the month after Morning Mass.  

http://www.sfaorland.org/
https://cjbschool.org/

