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The St. Francis of 

Assisi Community  

Is a welcoming 

Christian family. 

 

We believe in  

Jesus Christ and  

are guided by the 

Holy Spirit and the 

example of   

St. Francis. 

 

We gather to  

celebrate, to grow in 

the knowledge of  

our faith rooted in 

the Catholic  

tradition, and to  

recognize our  

responsibility to 

reach out to the 

world. 

Most Reverend Robert Fedek 

May 24, 2026 

 

Gospel Reflection 
John 20:19-23 
 
ñHe breathed on them and said to them, óReceive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins 
you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.ôò (John 
20:22ï23) 

For those of us who go to confession regularly, there is often a familiar  
frustration: ñWhy do I keep confessing the same sins?ò It can feel like a loop, 
cleansed but unchanged. 

Pentecost reveals a hopeful perspective. When the Risen Jesus breathes on 
his ashamed and fearful disciples and gives them the Holy Spirit, he echoes 
Genesis, when God breathes life into Adam. This is not just primarily the  
removal of guilt, but new creation. 

In confession, we receive more than forgiveness. We receive a fresh outpour-
ing, the breath of the Spirit, and a renewed mission. Jesus does not say to us, 
ñYouôre forgiven, now go back to your old life.ò He says, so to speak, ñAs the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.ò (John 20:21) 

That is why penance is not just saying a few prayers. It is reorientation. It is the 
Spirit summoning us to live differently: with mercy and healing. 

Just as Adam was sent into the world, and the Apostles were sent out after 
Pentecost, so too we are sent from the confessional ð not just clean, but  
consecrated. 

Pentecost Challenge: After your next confession, ask the Holy Spirit for one 
way you can participate in Christôs healing will for you. Then take one small, 
concrete step, and do not look back. 

ð Father John Muir   ÉLP 

Pentecost Prayer 

Come Holy Spirit, 

Descend upon us and fill us with the fire of Your love! 

Remind us of Your dreams for us, 

ignite us with new zeal, 

place new visions on our hearts, 

and the grace to work alongside You. Amen. ÉLPi 



 

 

Parish Stewardship 

Month of April 2026 

 

    Electronic Giving                 $39,502.00 

    Envelopes & Loose               $36,099.00 

    Total for April 2026               $75, 601.00 

 

Easter Collection $105,574.00 

We would ask that you  

consider electronic giving to  

St. Francis of Assisi.  

It is safe, flexible, convenient and  

consistent. Simply scan the QR code or 

complete the yellow sheet in your monthly 

envelope packet or call the parish office.  

We thank you for your  

continued support. 
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yŉļŬƪ ŴŉļŬƪ ŋǟ ĳŉħŬŋŴǹ ħŚƨ ƉŋůĸşǊג 

ŴŉļŬƪ ŋǟ ŚļŋŴŉļǛ ŅļħǛ ŚşǛ ŋņŚşŬħŚĳƪבᴂ 

hǤב =ŬħŚĳŋǟ şƳ ůůŋůƺ 

Celebrating the  
Jubilee Year of  

St. Francis of Assisi 
LIVING LIKE  

FRANCIS TODAY 

Join the discussion group 
at the parish starting on  

Tuesdays, 
May 26  

after the 8:30 morning 
Mass (app. 9:15)  
in the Great Room  

Together we will connect at a faith level that you 
are comfortable doing. Cost is $5  for the book. 

6 Sessions concluding June 30 

 



 

 

 

 

The Early life of Saint Francis of Assisi 
 

Francis was born in Assisi, Italy around 1281 to Pietro di Bernardone dei Moriconi and 
Pica di Bourlemont (sometimes referred to as Lady Pica). His father was a member of 
the emerging middle class of Italy.  He was a cloth merchant, and his business frequently 
took him to France.  Francis was baptized John; his father nicknamed him Francesco 
(Francis) after a trip to France.  
 
Francis grew up in a lap of luxury. He was handsome and witty and loved music and 
singing.  He was a vivacious and popular among the youth of Assisi. Though baptized 
Catholic, the practice of the faith was not a priority.  His father expected him to follow him 
as a cloth merchant. With the help of his mother, Francis finally convinced his father that 
he would not follow in his footsteps.  Francisô desire was to become a knight and join  
fellow Assisians in the war with the neighboring city state of Perugia. While in the battle, 
he was injured and captured. After a year in prison, his parents were able to ransom 
him.  He came home to Assisi a broken man. His mother nursed him back to health, but 
his spirit had not recovered. He was not the jovial knight who went off to war.  
 
His sickness and long recovery led him to see that his previous lifestyle was empty. He 
searched for meaning; not knowing exactly what he was looking for. His wondering in the 
hills of Umbria led him to the dilapidated chapel called The Portiuncula which housed the 
cross that became known as the San Damiano Cross. In prayer before the Cross, he 
heard a voice tell him to ñRebuild My Church.ò So, Francis started to rebuild the little 
chapel. He would sell some of his fatherôs cloth to buy materials. 
 
One day as he was riding along the road of Umbria, a leper was coming towards him. 
Francis abhorred the sight and smell of any leper. As he passed the leper, a strange  
feeling came over him; he stopped his horse, jumped down and ran up to the leper and 
kissed him. Francis climbed back on his horse and turned around to see the leper, but he 
had vanished. It dawned on Francis that he had just encountered Christ is the poor and 
the outcasts. After that encounter, Francis began to visit the leper colony and care for its 
members. This encounter symbolized his complete obedience to what he had heard in  
prayer: ñFrancis! Everything you have loved and desired in the flesh it is your duty to 
despise and hate, if you wish to know my will. And when you have begun this, all that 
now seems sweet and lovely to you will become intolerable and bitter, but all that you 
used to avoid will turn itself to great sweetness and exceeding joy.ò 
 
He pondered the meaning to ñbuild up my house.ò He would have been content for the 
rest of his life to be the poor man putting brick on brick in abandoned chapels. His father 
brought him before the Bishop of Assisi to force Francis to return to óhis senses.ô Instead, 
Francis stripped naked in front of everyone and returned everything, even his  
inheritance, back to his father.  Francis then said I have no father but my Father in  
heaven. From that day forward Francis was seen begging for the necessities of life for 
himself and the poor of Assisi. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Social Committee at St. Francis  

is hosting an exciting special event! 

 

June 6th, 2026  

 after the 5:00pm mass In Upton Hall. 

 

Come, enjoy and be entertained by the fabulous Oceanôs Rat Pack  

featuring Tony Ocean, Elliot Wimbush and Bill Serritella!  

The Oceanôs Rat Pack entertains at various venues across the nation.  

They are the ultimate tribute group devoted to the music of  

Dean Martin, Frank Sinatra and Sammy Davis, Jr. 

We are very fortunate that they have agreed to come to St. Francis of Assisi!  

 

You wonôt want to miss it! 

To start off the evening, right after the 5:00pm mass, dinner will be served in Upton Hall.   

Entertainment will begin at 7:30pm. 

Dinner will be a tossed Italian salad, pasta, meatballs and a boneless breast of chicken,   

catered by Rocco Vinoôs. 

 

Ticket price is $30 per person.  

Tickets will be sold on the weekends of  

May 16/17, May 23/24 and May 30/31 after all masses.  

NO tickets will be sold at the door. 

Please feel free to BYOB! 

Coffee, pop and water will be provided. 

Laurie Arredondo - Social Committee Chair 

Please call the office with any additional questions. 

 

To learn more about Oceanôs Rat Pack visit  

oceansratpack.com 



 

 

 

 

Lectio Divina  

 

The Lectio Divina group meets the last  
Thursday of each month January through June 

Next: May 28, 2026 
7:00-8:30 pm 

in the Great Room 
 

All are welcome to participate as we break  
open the Sunday readings and explore  

how they apply to our lives.  

For more information contact  
Elizabeth-Anne Stewart 
E.a.stewart@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

We joyfully welcomed the following children into our  

Christian Community on May 17, 2026 

 

Emerson Theodore Duckworth 

Son of Justin &  Kelly (King) Duckworth 

 

Lyla Grace Garren 

Daughter of Shane & Grace (Mittler) Garren 

 

Maya Jarosz 

Daughter of Krystian & Jessica (Czaja) Jarosz 

 

Leland Jay Nichols 

Son of Joseph & Jade (Welgat) Nichols 



 

 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grief Support Group: 

Monday, June 8, 3:30-5pm 

How Grief Changes Us: 

 Forever and For Now 

Grief is change. It changes our life, rou-

tine, and our ñpictureò of what we 

thought life would be. As we look deeply 

at grief over time, we may discover 

changes in ourselves that have made us 

live life more fully in relationships,   

perspectives, and compassion, even 

though right now we canôt see it,  

Consider joining other ñgrieving heartsò 

to explore this idea of change and 

growth and healing. 

 

Facilitated by Valerie Piazza LCPC 



 

 

 



 

 

 

St. Francis of  
Assisi Preschool 

Mass  

First Sunday  
of each Month  

9:30 am 

Next Mass  
June 7, 2026 

St. Francis Room 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Rosary for Life 

June 6, 2026 

10:00 am  

We will be in  
The Eucharistic 
Chapel at the 
base of the  
Bell tower 

 

 

CRHP 27 Giving Team 

This wonderful team giving our March 21/22 women's CRHP  
had marvelous experience. Eighteen women from the parish  

enjoyed their first CRHP experience.   

May the Spirit continue to encourage them on their journey of faith.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you widowed and still hurting? 

 Please join us. 

Attend a Joyful Again!  

2 day Workshop & Spiritual Retreat 

May 30th & 31st 2026 

St Joan of Arc Parish, Lisle,IL 

No Overnight Accommodations available 
For further information, call:  708-354-7211 or 

e-mail us at info@joyfulagain.org 
[ŸƖШÅĲŊŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰШƻŔƚŔƣа ƽƽƽЮŢŸǃŉƨũċŊċŔŰЮŸƖŊ 

mailto:info@joyfulagain.org
http://www.joyfulagain.org/

